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Chapter 1 [image: ] The Great Fossil Challenge



Blue was Asha’s favorite color. So, the rainbow of blue paint samples laid out over her desk was thrilling. There were dark blues that almost looked like black. There were lake blues. There were sky blues. There were blues so light they were almost white.


Asha arranged the paint samples on her desk. Then, she looked up to see Ms. Wilson pick up her cell phone. Something began to play from the speaker on the teacher’s desk.


The song filled the room. The tones were low. It sounded like moans set to music.
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Asha turned to her best friend Baz, who was sitting beside her. “What kind of music is this?” she asked.


“Don’t you like it?” replied Baz. He sorted the paint samples on his desk. “It’s relaxing.”


Asha closed her eyes and listened to the waves of music. “There are no words. There is no beat. It sounds like we are underwater. What kind of music is this?!” she repeated.


She raised her hand to ask Ms. Wilson. But Baz pulled her hand down right away.


“I know what it is,” he said. “It’s whale sounds.” 


“What?” she asked.


“Haven’t you ever heard whale sounds before?” Baz laughed.


“No, never,” she replied.


She listened again to the whale moans. Other kids in the class seemed just as confused as Asha. They had all become silent, waiting for their teacher to explain. But why did Baz know what the music was when no one else did?


Ms. Wilson stood smiling at the front of the class. She turned down the music. “This music is called whale sounds,” she explained. “Whales make these sounds to communicate with each other. But to humans, it almost sounds like they’re singing. I thought it’d be the perfect way to begin our next challenge. Who is feeling good about The Great Ocean Zones Challenge?” she asked.


Most kids sat on their hands, but Asha raised her hand immediately. She looked at Baz beside her. He was usually very worried about class challenges. But to Asha’s surprise, Baz raised his hand and smiled at her.


“Looks like we need a review,” said Ms. Wilson. “You will remember that we have amazing oceans that cover most of the planet. Full of ocean life.”


The kids nodded their heads in agreement.


“Scientists and researchers split the ocean into different layers, which they call ocean zones,” she explained. “Researchers like us.”


“We aren’t ocean researchers!” replied a student.


“Yes, we are ocean researchers,” said Ms. Wilson. “We study the ocean. We learn from the ocean. We take care of the ocean.”


Ms. Wilson stood beside the board. “Who remembers the name of the first ocean zone?” she asked.


Hands shot up.


“The sunlight zone,” a student replied.


“Yes!” said Ms. Wilson. She wrote “Sunlight Zone” on the board. “And who can tell me why it’s called the sunlight zone?”


Another kid raised their hand. “Because it gets the most sunlight of any zone in the ocean.”


“Right!” said Ms. Wilson. “And there are many plants and animals that live in this zone. What’s the name of the next zone?”


“The twilight zone,” answered Asha. “It only gets a little sunlight, so there aren’t many plants or animals in this zone.”


“Correct,” replied Ms. Wilson. She added the name to the board. “What is the name of the third zone?”


“The midnight zone,” said a student. “It’s like a haunted house ... it’s dark and no one goes there.”


Everyone laughed.
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“There are a few creatures in the midnight zone,” Baz whispered to Asha. “But they’re very creepy.”


“How do you know?” asked Asha.


“Because I know,” he replied.


Ms. Wilson clapped her hands, bringing everyone back to attention. She put her finger over her lips to show she wanted quiet. In return, the class put their fingers over their lips too.


She then handed out worksheets to the class.


Asha and Baz read their worksheets.




The Great Ocean Zones Challenge


Create three different ocean zones. Label the zones. Then, add a creature that lives in each ocean zone.


Supplies:




	Paint samples


	Tape


	Ocean zone name labels


	Ocean zone creature stickers





*There is a very special class prize for this challenge.*





Asha’s hand shot up the moment she read the last sentence.


“Ms. Wilson! Ms. Wilson!” she wiggled her fingers to grab the teacher’s attention.


Ms. Wilson smiled. “Are you going to ask me about the prize for this challenge?”


Asha smiled. “Yes. What is it?” she asked, leaning over her desk.


“Yeah,” whispered the class. “What is it?”


Ms. Wilson looked at Baz, who was usually the quietest in the class. “Should I give them three hints?” she asked him.


Baz smiled. He appreciated the way Ms. Wilson invited him to take part. He nodded with approval.


“OK, three hints,” said Ms. Wilson.


The kids sat straighter in their seats, listening closely.


“Number one: the prize is a surprise,” said Ms. Wilson.


The class groaned.


“Number two: It’s helpful to the oceans.”


The class smiled.


“Number three: You are going to need sunscreen.”


The class broke out into whispers.


“Sunscreen?” whispered a student.


“Helpful?” one kid asked another.


“I don’t like surprises,” groaned a kid. But to Asha’s surprise, it wasn’t Baz.


“You can work together to come up with solutions,” said Ms. Wilson. “Does everyone have their supplies?”


The kids all nodded.


“Well then,” said Ms. Wilson. “Ready. Set. Create the ocean zones!”


Right away, everyone in the class seemed to pair up so they could help each other. Asha looked at Baz. He had already started to move around the paint samples in front of him.


Just then, Ms. Wilson walked by their desks.


“Baz, I know this challenge is right up your alley,” she said.


Baz nodded and smiled. “Thanks Ms. Wilson,” he replied in a quiet voice.
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