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Introduction


Dynamo Island, situated in the North Atlantic Ocean on a similar latitude to France, is about the size of England. Roughly circular in shape, it has high granitic (Cambrian) mountains along its western extremity (the Handlebar Mountains) with long limestone escarpments (the Freewheel Plains) stretching eastward. As the prevailing winds are westerly, the rainfall in the mountains is high, resulting in dense deciduous forest with many rushing streams. The island’s main river, the Crease, gathers many eastward lowing tributaries before reaching its mouth in a long estuary at Veloxeter, the country’s capital and main port.


Lacking significant reserves of coal or oil, the country’s government from the beginning of the twentieth century developed a policy of maximal energy conservation and intense environmental protection. Over half of the country’s electricity is generated by waterpower, with about a third by tide and wind power. A highly developed public transport system based on electric trains and trams obviated the necessity for cars. On short trips, city- and country-dwellers alike use bikes, with many in the country travelling by pony and trap. Since there are no tractors, carthorses continue to do the work of ploughing and haulage. This has resulted in a slower rhythm of work but one that has no negative environmental impact. An intensive recycling system means that little is wasted and there is a national ban on plastic (except for electronic, medical and communicational goods). Pesticides and all artificial fertilisers are also banned. All fowl and animals are free-range, the concept of factory-farming being unknown.


This approach to agriculture and the environment means that the country’s internal economy is as much based on local self-sufficiency and regional exchange as on the centralised, supermarket culture of Europe and North America. Every house in the country is encouraged to have its own garden and every small town has its weekly market. Although predominantly agrarian, the country is quite rich since its cheap and abundant electrical power has enabled it to develop sophisticated electrical and mechanical technology. It is a world leader in bicycle design. Though lacking in coal and oil, the country has good reserves of iron ore and, in the Handlebar Mountains, base metals.


A national computer and telecommunications network promotes work at home and reduces the need for daily travel. As a further saving in power, the country’s towns and cities use their street-lights only between sundown and 1am, while in the country – owing to the lack of pollution and light interference – people are less dependent on artificial light. All bikes and pony traps are fitted with dynamos and all homes powered by solar panels. Wood fires are permitted but only if fuelled by faggots collected in the country’s many oak and beech forests.


Dynamo is a democratic Republic, without monarchy or aristocracy, with a population of 20 million people. There is no national religion, though faiths are tolerated provided they do not assert their differences in ostentatious communitarianism. An ancient mythology attached to agrarian, maritime and sporting accomplishments is popularly cultivated and reflected in many regional team mascots and badges. The national flag is a rectangle divided longwise, with the upper band (blue) representing the sky, the lower (green) the earth. In the centre figures a white wheel with eight spokes, the symbolic dynamo linking earth and sky and ensuring a cyclical replenishment of both spheres. The circle is a national symbol, promoted both as an aesthetic principle and as a model of community and of energy, mobility and productivity.


Self-deprecatory humour is a national characteristic and although individual success is admired and encouraged, much importance is attached to teamwork and communal effort. The western cult of celebrity is looked on with scepticism. Pleasure and self-fulfilment are encouraged in particular through outdoor activities, sports, games and entertainment. The country produces fine wines and beers, excellent fish, fruit and vegetables. All drugs and stimulants (including alcohol) are legalised, though those imported from abroad are expensive, and addiction is strongly discouraged. The island is conscious of its status as a cog in the larger global wheel but fully aware of its function and of the need to produce energy in a way that is not harmful to its environment, national or international.


It is not by accident that cycling is the country’s national sport. It is promoted not only as an enjoyable sport in its own right, as an excellent form of exercise for both sexes and all ages, and as a highly efficient means of transport, but also for ethical reasons: the bicycle enables humans to enter into a constructive relationship with the physical environment in which energy, movement and a sense of the real resistance and forces at play in the natural world and in the human body are recognised. The idea of producing power from human energy that is put to human use within a balanced ecological equation is central to Dynamo Island’s understanding of man’s role in the world. The dynamo principle thus became central to the island community’s ethos and is reflected not only in the country’s name but also in much of its national symbolism. The annual Tour of Dynamo cycle race, which lasts for ten days and is open to men and women within a wide range of categories, constitutes a kind of national celebration of this principle. In taking its participants on a spectacular route through all the eight provinces of the country it also draws public attention to the beauty and variety of the island’s natural scenery.


The aim of the following cultural history and geography of Dynamo is to explore ways in which it would be possible for a European culture based in a temperate latitude to live in harmonious relationship with its environment while fully exploring human potential in terms of physical, mental and moral development. The account aims to show that the elimination of just one major but pernicious environmental factor – that of the internal combustion engine – could transform human (and animal) life and make possible in the modern world an interaction with nature as harmonious as that of the remaining indigenous tribes scattered across the remoter parts of the globe. By checking the infinitely experimental propensities of Homo faber and in the process establishing a communally agreed equation by which ‘progress’ is always balanced by the acquired wisdom of the past, Dynamoans, it is argued, have created a society that is in close communication and interaction with the physical and elemental reality of the phenomenal world while still enjoying the infinite scope for creativity opened up by human interactions within a tolerant and imaginative society. Such a project would of course depend on a heightened awareness of the role of history in human affairs and the need for a combined sense of individual and communal identity and responsibility in the face of the phenomenal world.
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