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First for Piet and Margie and J.R. Bray, and now for Emma and Aidan



Cast of Characters


Miss Mallard: World-famous ducktective

Harold Scoter: A tourist, the same as Miss Mallard, on the trip to Kimbu Tacka

Dr. Peter Dusty Duck: Well-known archaeologist and explorer

Victor Shoveller: Assistant to Dr. Duck

Morris Goosander: An artist

Max Butterball: Photographer

Hester Spoonbill: Journalist
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What’s in Miss Mallard’s Bag?


Miss Mallard has many detective tools she brings with her on her adventures around the world.

In her knitting bag she usually has:

• Newspaper clippings

• Knitting needles and yarn

• A magnifying glass

• A flashlight

• A mirror

• A travel guide

• Chocolates for her nephew
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A Narrow Escape
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Miss Mallard, the world-famous ducktective, ran through the rain across the narrow rope bridge.

The bridge swayed wildly in the wind. She was sure it would collapse any minute.

Just as she made it to the other side of the gorge, a cable broke! The bridge fell in a tangled heap one hundred feet below.

“That was close,” said Miss Mallard. She dived under a fern for shelter and crashed into Harold Scoter.

“Watch it!” cried Scoter. “Haven’t I endured enough on this miserable trek without being knocked about, too?”

“I’m sorry,” said Miss Mallard, “but I didn’t see you. I had a narrow escape. Just as I got across the bridge, the whole thing collapsed from under me. I can’t imagine what happened.”
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“Well, I can,” said Scoter. “I’ve been saying it all along. This expedition is haunted! No one is safe!”

“How can you say that, Harold?” asked Miss Mallard in surprise. “We are with such a fine and experienced group. You and I are the only tourists. There’s . . . Dr. Peter Dusty Duck, the well-known archaeologist and explorer, Victor Shoveller, his assistant, Morris Goosander, an artist, Max Butterball, a photographer, and Hester Spoonbill, a journalist.”
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