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Chapter 1 A Winter Thrill


“The current temperature is thirty degrees,” Gabe said as he finished his calculations.

“Tir-ty!” squealed his little sister, Juanita.

“Wind is at perfect velocity,” Gabe added.

“City! City!” repeated Juanita as her winter hat slipped down over her face.

“Not city. Ve-lo-ci-ty.” Gabe smiled and helped her lift her hat. “Velocity means the speed and direction of an object.”

“Gabe, she’s only two,” Laura said. “Don’t you think she’s a little young for a physics lesson?”

“It’s never too early to learn,” Gabe declared.
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Fluffy white snow blanketed all of Newtonburg. Gabe, Olive, Cesar, and Laura were enjoying a rare snow day in Gabe’s backyard. The four whiz kids were eager to test Laura’s new sled that she designed. They weren’t known as the DATA Set for nothing, after all.
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“Did your mom really let you babysit Juanita?” asked Olive.

“Nah,” admitted Gabe. “She’s watching by the window, but she thinks we can’t see her.”

“That tracks,” said Cesar. “At least we get an extra cool test driver.”

“Extra! Extra!” shouted Juanita.

“Okay, we are all set!” said Olive.

She proudly presented two snow mounds she had just finished building.

“This little one is the Cricket,” Olive explained. “It’s the perfect slope for Juanita, so she goes fast, but not too fast. And this slope is the Brain Scrambler. It’s SUPER fast.”
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“Let’s do this!” cheered the friends.

Juanita was up first. Gabe gave her a gentle push down the small hill.

“Weeeeeeee!” cried Juanita. “Again, again!”

“Sorry, little Cricket.” Cesar straightened his crooked glasses. “But it’s time to get scrambled. And I’m not talking about eggs.”
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Cesar carried Laura’s sled up to the very top of the Brain Scrambler. He took a deep breath and pushed off.

“SCRAMBLE!” he shouted.

The DATA Set’s eyes grew wide as Cesar sailed through the air for a long time before crashing back down to the soft snow.

KA-BOOM!
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“Oh no!” exclaimed Laura. “Did my sled explode—with Cesar ON it?!”

Olive and Laura hurried to check on their friend.

From underneath the snow, Cesar popped up with a huge grin. “That—was—EPIC!”

“What was that loud explosion?” asked Olive.

Cesar shrugged. “Wasn’t me. My brain may be scrambled, but it didn’t blow up. Oh, we should build a hill called the BRAIN EXPLODER!”
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Gabe climbed to the top of the the Brain Scrambler and pointed. “I think I found our answer.”
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Chapter 2 Snowball 2


A small cloud of smoke hung over the teetering old Victorian house that loomed at the end of the street. It was the home of their slightly mad scientist friend, Dr. Gustav Bunsen.

After dropping Juanita off with Gabe’s mom, the DATA Set rushed over to Bunsen’s house and hurried to his secret laboratory.

“Dr. B., are you okay?” Laura called.
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