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Introduction


The name Carolina of Orange-Nassau will not be a household name for many people. This appears to be the case with many women in history. Carolina was the eldest surviving child of William IV, Prince of Orange and Anne of Hanover, and therefore the only sibling of William V, Prince of Orange. When her father was named stadtholder Carolina was his only child and so the stadtholdership was made hereditary in the female line. The birth of her little brother ended the possibility that Carolina would inherit the stadtholdership but she remained his heir until he had heirs of his own. During the last months of William’s minority, a heavily pregnant Carolina acted as his regent.


Carolina inherited a love of music and a talent for it as well from her mother and after her marriage to the German Prince Charles Christian of Nassau-Weilburg, she brought the nine-year-old prodigy Mozart to The Hague. He returned to her court many years later as an adult, grateful that Carolina’s personal physician had saved not only his life but also that of his sister. Carolina loved music but she was pregnant for most of her married life and sometimes she found that her pregnancies hindered her musical hobby. She was very much attached to her children and was devastated at the loss of her first two sons. Eventually, she would face the loss of over half of her children. Despite these losses, she remained strong.


Above all, Carolina loved her little brother. They had an age difference of five years, but they were orphaned at a young age and the pair were unusually close. During her lifetime, Carolina wrote to her brother every few days with a few interruptions when she was pregnant or giving birth. She continued to long for the Netherlands and especially her favourite palace, the Loo Palace. She never lived to see her little brother banished from his country and she would have been proud to see her nephew return to the Netherlands to become its first King in 1815.


Carolina was Dutch through and through, despite her English mother and her marriage to a German Prince. Her heart never left the Netherlands. Until 1922, Carolina’s heirs were still mentioned in the Dutch constitution with the possibility of inheriting the Dutch crown. Her many children and grandchildren spread out across the thrones of Europe and Carolina is the ancestress of all the ruling Kings and Queens of Europe, including the Netherlands. A biography of this musical and loving woman 275 years after her birth only seems right.





Chapter 1



Birth and Youth


Princess Wilhelmine Carolina of Orange-Nassau was born on 28 February 1743 at the Princely Court of Leeuwarden as the eldest surviving child of the Stadtholder of Friesland, Groningen, Drenthe and Gelderland, William IV, Prince of Orange and Anne of Hanover, also known as Anne, Princess Royal.


Her father was the de facto head of state as the Stadtholder of Friesland, Groningen, Drenthe and Gelderland, which were all provinces in the Dutch Republic. This was a largely hereditary role, which he had been born to fulfil as he was born six weeks after his father’s death. His father, Johan William Friso, head of the Frisian branch of the House of Orange-Nassau, had drowned in the Hollands Diep as he was travelling to The Hague on 22 October 1751. He was just 23-years-old. The title itself originated from the middle ages and became closely associated with the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands. Some provinces refused to appoint a stadtholder during two occasions, which became known as the First and Second Stadtholderless Period. Previous stadtholders include William the Silent, leader of the Dutch revolt against Spanish rule, his sons Philip William, Maurice and Frederick Henry, William II and William III, who also became King William III of England, Scotland and Ireland. In addition, her father was Prince of Orange, a title associated with the Principality of Orange in Southern France. Although the Principality itself was ceded to King Louis XIV of France in 1713, the title continued to be used.


Her mother was the eldest daughter of King George II of Great Britain and Caroline of Ansbach and she was thus known as the Princess Royal, an honorific title for the eldest daughter of the King. She was born on 2 November 1709 in Herrenhausen Palace in Hanover, five years before her paternal grandfather would succeeded as King George I of Great Britain. She was named for the Queen her grandfather would succeed, Anne, Queen of Great Britain, the last of the Protestant Stuarts. Anne had been pregnant many times but only one child survived past infancy, Prince William, Duke of Gloucester. He tragically died at the age of 11 in 1700. As Parliament did not wish the throne to revert to a Catholic, most notably Anne’s half-brother James Francis Edward Stuart, also known as the Old Pretender, the Act of Settlement 1701 settled the succession on Sophia of Hanover, a granddaughter of James VI and I, and her Protestant heirs. Sophia died shortly before Queen Anne did and so her son succeeded as King George I.


The marriage between the Prince of Orange and the daughter of the British King was perhaps not one many would expect. However, the Hanoverians were relatively unpopular and a marriage with a Protestant Prince would be popular and perhaps one day, the Prince of Orange would play a large role in the Dutch Republic. The marriage was also meant to improve the relationship between the Dutch Republic and England, which had been bad since the War of the Spanish Succession.1


Her parents had married on 7 March 1734 in St. James’s Chapel. Her mother had spent much time studying Dutch history and copying works by Titian and Van Dyck from the Royal Collection.2 Anne walked down the aisle in a wedding dress of stiff blue French silk, embroidered with thread. It was lavishly trimmed with ruffles of fine lace and loops of diamonds. She wore her robe of state over it and her six-foot-train was supported by eight peers’ daughters who were dressed in white and silver. Around her neck was a magnificent diamond necklace, which had been a gift from her future husband. The ceremony was rather quick and from Lord Hervey’s3 memoirs we learn that the ceremony was “more like the mournful pomp of a sacrifice than the celebration of marriage and put one in mind rather of an Iphigenia leading to the altar than of a bride.”4 It seemed like an auspicious start to the marriage and the reaction to the Prince of Orange was rather lukewarm.


However, Anne was smitten with her new husband. After a brief honeymoon at Kew, the couple returned to the court of Anne’s father. Lord Hervey again comments on the situation, “She always behaved to him as if he was an Adonis and he hardly took any notice of her at all nor gave her one look by which one could have guessed that they ever slept in the same sheets.”5 Despite the lukewarm reception, William was given the Order of the Garter and Parliament made him a British subject. Soon the couple would be on their way to the Netherlands. Anne was given a pair of diamond pendant earrings by her father and her mother later agonised over her departure, “Dear Hart, my sadness is indescribable. I never had any sorrows over you Anne, this is the first cruel one. Caroline behaves so well but our conversations always finish on the same sad note. The King, who sends you affectionate greetings, is worse than us all. To change the conversation I was forced to talk about Griff. Orange is good man and will ever be a great favourite of mine…love me always as tenderly as the most affectionate mother flatters herself that you do.”6


The party left from Gravesend and after a calm journey across the North Sea, they landed at Rotterdam. They would then need to cross the Zuiderzee to Friesland, where William’s mother anxiously awaited them. Marie Louise of Hesse-Kassel had been informed that Anne, as the daughter of a King, must take precedence over her, but Marie Louise needn’t be told. She had already moved out of the Court when William had come of age and now lived in the next street over. Although Anne seized the first opportunity she could to return to England she refers to him in her letters as “Pepin” or “Pip”, while he responds with “my adorable Annin.”7


Anne was soon pregnant with her first child and William was absolutely delighted. He wrote to her that her pregnancy, “serves but to redouble and augment if that were possible my love and my devotion for you, my incomparable Annin.”8 Anne was in London at the time and she became ill on the ship back to the Netherlands, forcing it back to port. William was not amused and he ordered her back at once. She finally arrived at Calais and the couple travelled to The Hague to celebrate the New Year and to await the child.


Although Anne grew bigger or as William wrote to his mother, “she gets heavier and less inclined to move about.”9, rumours soon began to grow that there was no pregnancy at all. Anne had informed her husband of her pregnancy in July 1734 but by the next spring even William had become agitated. By 20 April 1735 it appeared that there would be no child. William wrote, “I can hardly bear to tell you but the accoucheur has told her that there is no child. It is not the fact that she is not pregnant which gives me pain we are both young and if it not to be this year then we dare to hope for another time and besides it is the will of God…it is the blow to my poor princess which is so terrible. The swelling stays with her though the doctors assure me that there is no danger.”10


We will probably never know what exactly ailed the Princess, but in the summer of 1736 Anne announced another pregnancy. The child was due in December and this time they were sure it was a real pregnancy, which may account for the late announcement. Her labour began on 3 December 1736 and she was assisted by a male midwife, Dr. Sands, who had been sent over from England by Anne’s mother. It would end in tragedy. The child was too large to be expelled naturally and after four days of labour Anne’s life was in danger. Dr. Sands was forced to kill the baby to save the mother. It was a baby girl, who lay in state for three days before being interred in the New Church at Delft. Anne wasn’t able to leave her bed until Christmas day. Anne’s mother wrote to her, “words cannot tell how I have suffered and my joy at receiving you back from God. I have you and that is enough. May he grant you renewed strength and make a happy mother of a family, be certain that you will have happier and easier labours than this in the future. May God give you every blessing and you will not lack it mein liebes kind (my darling child) if you submit yourself entirely to his will.”11 In February 1737 the couple left The Hague and Anne appeared to be in good condition. She was certainly well enough to spend the summer travelling. The year would end in another tragedy for Anne, as her mother died after an agonising time in her sickbed on 20 November 1737.


Anne was probably pregnant again in 1738, but it must have ended in tragedy as it was suddenly no longer reported upon, until the announcement of a new pregnancy in October 1739. On Christmas Eve it was recorded, “on the evening of 23rd December Madame the Princess of Orange Nassau was delivered of a young Princess in whom the light of life never shone.”12 It must have been one of the lowest points in Anne’s life.


It would be another three years before Anne could at last celebrate the birth of a child who would live. Carolina was the child who survived. She was baptised Wilhelmina Carolina in the Grote Kerk in Leeuwarden on 10 March 1743. It was upon the wish of Anne’s father that the child was named after his beloved wife, Caroline of Ansbach and Anne’s mother. “His Majesty, the King himself, wishes to be the Godfather of the Princess who has just been born, and is named Caroline. I am glad to communicate to you his orders, since the manner in which the king does so adds to the good news.”13 Anne had no problem to abide by her father’s wishes. She had just seen her life’s wish fulfilled, she had given birth to a living child.


Her grandmother Marie Louise acted as her godmother and carried her to the font. William was overjoyed at the birth of Carolina and seemed to care little that she was not the hoped for boy. Anne fed Carolina herself and she recovered quickly from the birth, which must have been great, considering her previous childbirths. She received letters of congratulations from her sisters and her brother Frederick, the Prince of Wales.


When Carolina was five months old, her father wrote proudly from the Loo Palace in Apeldoorn, “everyone is surprised to find little Caroline so robust and advanced.”14 Anne went to visit her sister Mary in Kassel. Mary had married the Landgrave Frederick of Hesse-Kassel in 1740 and had just given birth to her second son, William, in June. Her first son, another William, had died in infancy the year before. By September Anne and Carolina were travelling to Oranienstein as William took a cure in Ems for stomach problems. She wrote of Carolina, “there has never been a child so easy to wean and she sleeps elevens hours a night.”15 They returned to Leeuwarden to celebrate Carolina’s first Christmas.
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