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To the millions of Judicial Watch supporters and other American patriots concerned about the preservation of our battered but still-standing constitutional republic for their children and grandchildren






INTRODUCTION

We are at a decisive moment in the history of the republic. The Biden regime and allied leftists have taken unprecedented steps to undermine our Constitution and our system of government.

The Biden White House is advancing the Left’s agenda at full pace with little regard for the US Constitution and the rule of law. Biden’s agencies and Democratic politicians in several states have turned the law itself into a cudgel against their political opponents. They have violated our rights and freedoms while covering up their own corruption. These abuses need to be stopped.

The Biden administration smirks as members of their party work overtime to imprison Donald Trump, their greatest political enemy and rival. Yet as liberals in public office and the media celebrate trumped-up charges, the most fervent advocates of prosecuting Trump cannot state in clear terms the crimes for which he was unfairly convicted.

“Paying hush money!” we are told. Well, that’s not illegal and not even unethical. Case closed. End of inquiry. Yet Trump was prosecuted for non-crimes by a Democratic Party politician. The political prosecution was enabled by a judge who is a conflicted political donor to Joe Biden, whose bias against Trump during the process will go down in judicial infamy.

My official Judicial Watch reaction to the sham verdict was blunt and will hopefully be vindicated by responsible courts in the end:


Pure corruption. Judicial Watch denounces this absurd verdict and Soviet-style criminal proceeding that has so abused President Trump. What just happened to Trump up in New York is criminal.

The guilty verdict against Trump is no surprise considering the rigged, kangaroo court proceedings run by a biased, conflicted judge and an unethical, politicized Democratic Party prosecution team. Today is a terrible day for the rule of law that will go down in infamy. This whole process is compromised, and this verdict should be overturned in an emergency fashion.

The evidence shows that Trump committed no crimes, and this is a prosecution about “nothing.” This and other Democratic Party political prosecutions of Trump are an abomination under law and are destabilizing to our nation.



The cases against Trump, in his New York civil and criminal trials as well as his Georgia criminal indictment and two federal indictments, are entirely political. This was demonstrated clearly when reports emerged of President Biden’s “frustration” with his attorney general’s delay in getting Trump indicted. Attorney General Merrick Garland, the reports suggested, was not moving fast enough; President Biden wanted the investigations into his political opponent to move faster. This animus coming from the very top was shown again when reports claimed that a top Biden appointee at the Justice Department magically got hired up in New York to manage the cases against Trump there.

Everything they say about Trump is a projection of their own actions. They accused him of rigging the 2016 election in collusion with Russia, when it turned out that the Obama White House and the Hillary Clinton campaign created that story using federal law enforcement resources, a story they knew to be false.

They said he would throttle the First Amendment while the federal government under Biden and well-funded left-wing private partners have proudly and publicly threatened and pushed for the censorship of tens of millions of Americans.

They accused Trump of massive corruption and shady business involvement with disreputable regimes. But the Clinton Foundation and the Biden family business were neck deep in deals with China, Ukraine, and dodgy Central Asian republics. They critiqued Trump’s standard real estate business, when the Biden family had countless shell companies and bank accounts for distributing the proceeds of obviously shady payments from abroad.



They said Trump would bring fascism to America and lock up all his opponents, but they’re currently trying a former president in unprecedented cases that can only be described as partisan witch hunts. If Donald Trump had authoritarian ambitions, he did a pretty bad job of bringing them to fruition. The Biden administration meanwhile has sworn revenge on Trump and is actively punishing anyone associated with him.

As of this writing, the regime is engaged in a lawfare campaign to imprison Trump for life and to liquidate all his assets. They are subverting the core principles of our democracy as they gaslight the population with outlandish claims that Trump, and each and every one of his supporters, poses a threat to our “democracy.”

I make these points not as part of a campaign screed but as a sober analysis of the state of our nation. Will we allow the civil rights of those on the wrong side of the Big Government socialist Leviathan to be trampled? Our elections to be rigged by abusive prosecutors seeking to jail candidates and their supporters? The fabric of our nation to be torn about woke racism? Our very country to end under the deluge of purposeful and never-ending illegal alien invasion the likes of which have never been before seen in the history of Western civilization?

A strong constitutional republic demands an informed citizenry. Judicial Watch was founded to inform the public as to what their government is doing in their name. America is, technically speaking, the freest country in the world when it comes to exposing government operations. Talk to a European and ask them how they go about getting the emails and other records and communications that comprise the workings of the state. They will likely laugh at your naivety.

My colleagues at Judicial Watch made it our life’s work to figure out where the secrets are, and to ferret them out painstakingly with requests for information, and lawsuits where necessary. We seek to expose lies to sunlight and to disinfect the innards of a system under stress from the rising extremists who seek to end the American way.

The last four years of rule by the Biden administration—which some think of as the third Obama administration—have been the most corrupt in modern memory. (Though I often sarcastically remark that “Joe Biden is the most corrupt president since he was vice president”!)

The challenge to our republic comes from Biden and other left partisans who have embraced a totalitarian, communist approach to political battles. Destroy and undermine constitutional institutions, censor and jail your political enemies, and exercise power and ignore law in a way that is unmoored from any constitutional or legal restraint.



The lies aren’t harmless. They have real-world consequences and are currently tearing at the fabric of our republic. Corruption is undermining our government’s capacity to make good on its promise to protect the rights of citizens. Instead, at the highest levels, bureaucrats and politicians are undermining those rights to advance a political agenda.

Covid was a pandemic, but the real contagion threating our republic is corruption and contempt for the rights of man.

The 2020 election was declared the most secure and honest election in American history. Some dared asked how that could have been the case, when it was conducted in such an unprecedented and untrustworthy manner.

Claiming that there were irregularities in the 2020 election became grounds for suspicion and criminal investigation. Raising a question about Biden’s victory could literally mean the feds coming to knock on your door. Well-known political and media figures were kicked off social media after January 6, including President Trump himself. The “insurrection” of that day was composed of a rally that turned into a riot at the Capitol in Washington. But the Capitol melee was quickly cast as the worst political violence in American history, the worst day since the Civil War, a moment when American democracy was almost lost, and a day of unimaginable bloodshed.

Only one person was an actual homicide victim on January 6, and her name was Ashli Babbitt. Shot dead by a trigger-happy police officer who was protected, rewarded, and promoted.

The Biden administration and their allies in the mainstream media have tried to make everyone observe January 6 as a new day of infamy, but it just didn’t take.

The Biden years will be remembered for the dissolution of the American border. Under his watch, between 8 and 10 million migrants crossed over that we know about. Customs and Border Protection ceased to be a force that guarded the frontier and became a welcome wagon for our newest Americans. Venezuela emptied its prisons and asylums and pointed the former occupants north. All were welcomed, given cell phones and bus tickets, and told to make themselves available for asylum hearings that were scheduled for 2035.

And these millions are looked upon with excitement by leftists who see masses of new voters and power centers for their anti-American projects.

Politicized indictments, ruined elections, invasions, and compromised politicians have placed our republican form of government in peril.

There is a way forward, but we must be diligent about understanding the scope and detail of the peril. There is a way forward for America, but first we must learn the truths and secrets described in this book.






CHAPTER 1 PLANNED CHAOS AT THE BORDER


On his first day in office, Joe Biden set about undoing as much of his predecessor’s agenda and accomplishments as possible. Of the seventeen executive orders he issued on January 20, 2021, more than one-third of them related to immigration and the presence of millions of noncitizens in the country.1

The “Day One” orders promulgated by the new Biden administration guaranteed that illegal immigrants would be counted for the purposes of congressional apportionment. This would ensure that non-voting residents of congressional districts would plump up the population numbers, creating what used to be called “rotten boroughs,” or districts where actual citizens are underrepresented.

The orders also ended the so-called Muslim ban, which restricted entry from a select number of countries that are closely tied to international terror networks. The restrictions, which always contained exemptions for worthy cases, were widely denounced by the media, academia, and left-wing advocates as racist and Islamophobic when they were first imposed in 2017. Biden’s reversal of Trump’s policy went beyond simply lifting the restrictions. It sought to rectify the supposed injustice of the past and “restart visa processing for affected countries and to swiftly develop a proposal to restore fairness and remedy the harms caused by the bans, especially for individuals stuck in the waiver process and those who had immigrant visas denied.”

President Biden ordered the US government, in other words, to seek out foreigners who had been denied entry and repair the damage by offering them admission. This principle aligns and describes the outlook of the Left regarding immigration: Everyone has an affirmative right to live in the United States. Any restriction on immigration is presumptively racist. Not letting someone move here is a violation of their rights as a potential American, even if they have never stepped foot in the United States.

“This is an important step,” Biden’s order read, “in providing relief to individuals and families harmed by this Trump Administration policy that is inconsistent with American values.”

Biden issued other orders, too. One order was to “Stop Border Wall Construction” as “wasteful” and possibly illegal, and replace the focus on building a wall with “smart border controls,” focused on high-tech scanners to detect the presence of contraband. Another order protected 700,000 people who had been brought to the United States illegally as minors, and yet another extended “deferred enforced departure” protection to Liberians residing in America.

Another revoked a Trump policy “that directed harsh and extreme immigration enforcement,” specifically the arrest and deportation of illegal immigrants. “The task of enforcing the immigration laws is complex and requires setting priorities to best serve the national interest,” Biden’s executive order explained. And the “complexity” of the laws demanded that, in effect, we stop enforcing them.

During his 2020 campaign, Biden indicated he would stop deporting illegal immigrants. At a February CNN “town hall,” the former vice president spoke in favor of a secure border, but cautioned, “We have a right to protect the border. But the idea—and by the way, nobody—and some of you are going to get mad at me with this—but nobody is going to be deported in my first 100 days until we get through the point that we find out the only rationale for deportation will be whether or not—whether or not you’ve committed a felony while in the country.”2

Advocates pushed the Biden campaign to formalize this pledge into a campaign promise. Initially resistant, the campaign folded to pressure from the Latino Victory Fund. “Vice President Biden is absolutely committed to a 100-day moratorium on any deportations of people already in the United States,” the Biden campaign announced, promising to “center all the issues important to Latinos at the heart of this movement as we work to send Donald Trump and his unmitigated assault on our national values packing.”3

All of this meant that the first week of the Biden administration set the stage for what has emerged as possibly the most destructive policy in the nation’s history. Under Joe Biden, America has essentially opened its borders and given up any pretense of caring who comes in and why they are here. It is estimated that between 8 and 10 million migrants have entered the country. This mad rush from around the world has increased the American population by as much as 3 percent, stressed local budgets, depressed wages, raised housing costs, and threatens to destabilize society.

American law allows people with a genuine and credible fear of persecution—based on race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion—to receive protection from the American government. A person fleeing from a despotic regime may claim asylum, and is entitled to a hearing to determine whether the claim is valid.

Providing asylum is a humanitarian policy that most governments offer to one extent or another. But advocates for open borders have advertised asylum as a loophole to allow illegal aliens to remain in the country under legal cover. You don’t have to prove that you were persecuted in your country of origin to receive a conditional permit of entry; that comes later, when you go to court. But the flood of asylees is so massive that court dates are set for years in the future.

Most of these cases have no legitimacy and will fail in court. The vast majority of migrants to the US are here for the proverbial “better life.” They want to work, make money, and take advantage of the opportunities America has to offer.

But migration for economic reasons is not grounds for asylum. America already has Americans who need work and taxpayers who need relief. American immigration policy must be set according to the needs and wants of American citizens as expressed through the democratic process, which has already established a set of laws that govern the rules of admission. When an American president decides to ignore the law and effectively stop defending the border, he is violating his oath of office. And by effectively overturning the laws of our republic, he is as much an “insurrectionist” as any Proud Boy rushing the US Capitol.

Judicial Watch is in the forefront of fighting to protect the American people and the sanctity of their citizenship. The leftist regime dreams of one world ruled by a slate of unelected experts in government agencies, global oversight bodies, and non-governmental organizations, abetted by their allies in universities, pliant mega-corporations, and the mass media. The American idea of rule by the people, in whom sovereignty is vested by God, is anathema to the globalist vision. Open borders and the devaluation of citizenship are key to this program. This attack on citizens and our republican form of government through a mass invasion of foreign nationals, as much as anything, motivates Judicial Watch and our fight for the rule of law.



When President Trump stepped up enforcement at the southern border, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) continued the usual policy of arresting people and processing them for deportation. Many migrants crossing with children—theirs or someone else’s—would be caught and placed in separate facilities from those children. This is typically how arrests work, even for regular crimes committed domestically by citizens. If you or I were pulled over for impaired driving with children in the car, we would be taken into custody, and the police would have to figure out what to do with the kids. If there were no adults with a legal claim to guardianship, the children would become wards of the state until some other arrangement could be found.

The Obama administration was the first to start separating adults from children at the border for processing, and it was under Obama that the first “kids in cages” pictures became public. When Trump came to office, he continued the policy but expanded it by taking a zero tolerance approach, as a means of discouraging the common practice of using children as a kind of ticket for entry into America.

The Obama-Trump policy of suppressing international child trafficking, one might presume, would be a point that both parties could rally around.

But the Left and its allies in the media seized on Trump’s border security measures related to children and exploited the associated imagery to present the Trump administration as fascistic, and ICE as a modern-day version of the Gestapo. Democrat politicians rushed to the border to pose for pictures weeping over the plight of children ripped from their mothers’ arms.

A photo of a two-year-old girl crying while her mother was patted down went viral and won the 2019 World Press Photo award. The picture was widely cited as evidence of the inhumanity of Trump’s family separation policy, though the photographer did explain that the baby was only crying because her mother had put her down for a moment, not because of anything catastrophic. It turned out that the child was not separated from her mother even after their detention, because the policy did not apply to such small children.

In any event, Trump rescinded his zero-tolerance policy after six weeks, and as a result, according to the Washington Post, “The controversy and attention the episode generated—and Trump’s declaration that children would no longer be separated—was something smugglers quickly seized on. They began telling would-be clients that children were a passport into the United States.”4

The Left is playing a neat game. They deny that strict enforcement discourages illegal immigration. They scream about human rights when the government tries to enforce the law. And then when immigration shoots up after enforcement decreases, they shrug their shoulders and blame America for having created such terrible conditions abroad, and American workers for being too lazy. No matter how one slices it, open-border policies and their defenders are anti-American.



One major problem that predates the Biden or even Obama administrations is the weaponization of the principle of federalism to protect illegal aliens, even criminals, from deportation. “Sanctuary” jurisdictions refuse to cooperate with federal immigration authorities in arresting or detaining illegals, and even forbid the local police from sharing information with their federal partners.

Cities such as New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Los Angeles proudly boast about being “sanctuaries” for illegal aliens. The principle of sanctuary in regard to immigration dates to the eighties, and was originally supposed to encourage illegal immigrants to report crimes, go to the hospital, or enroll their children in school without fear of being reported to the authorities. But as time went on, radical advocates transformed the passive definition of sanctuary to be much more active, to the point where cities effectively are turning themselves into robbers’ caves.

In March 2021, Judicial Watch was able to announce that its taxpayer lawsuit against the San Francisco Sheriff Department’s sanctuary policy uncovered that more than 2,400 criminal illegal aliens were released under the department’s policy on communications with Immigration and Customs Enforcement about criminal illegal aliens in the sheriff’s custody.

Judicial Watch noted in a court filing that the sheriff’s office’s policy, “is so effective in regulating immigration and obstructing Congress’ purposes under federal immigration law that, in over 2,401 known instances, it has never resulted in ICE taking into custody a single alien, not even aliens with significant criminal backgrounds wanted for removal.”5

Our 2016 lawsuit argued that the sheriff department’s restrictions on communications with ICE conflict with federal immigration law and attempt to regulate immigration and are therefore invalid.

Judicial Watch’s court filing included expert testimony detailing specific examples of egregious criminal behavior of illegal aliens that the sheriff’s office had in custody who were released without consultation with ICE:


	A citizen of Cuba faced charges for burglary and a parole violation, with a prior burglary conviction.

	A citizen of Vietnam faced charges for robbery, battery, and assault.

	A citizen of Ethiopia was charged with assault with a deadly weapon, assault on a peace officer, receiving stolen property, a parole violation, and had prior convictions for stolen property crimes.

	A citizen of Mexico had a long list of current and prior offenses, including convictions for assault with a deadly weapon, robbery, felony assault, false imprisonment, burglary, vehicle theft, and probation violations, including one revocation of probation. This individual appeared to have been arrested at least nine times between January 2015 and March 2020.

	A citizen of Honduras was facing instant charges of burglary. His five-page rap sheet included prior convictions on felonies such as burglary while in possession of a concealed, loaded firearm, giving false information to an officer, child endangerment, theft, domestic violence, robbery, assault, and violating a restraining order.

	Another citizen of Mexico was facing instant charges of robbery, domestic violence, and assault, and was also the subject of an ICE detainer and warrant of arrest after a biometric match with DHS records. The alien had three recent, separate, prior felony convictions: two for auto theft and one for burglary, which had occurred over a fifteen-month period ending two and one-half years prior to the instant offense.

	A citizen of Ukraine was arrested and held to answer for a felony burglary charge, along with false imprisonment, receiving stolen property, threatening an officer, and a firearms charge. Two years prior, he was convicted on a robbery charge, among other offense.

	Another citizen of Mexico was held to answer on felony burglary charges, false imprisonment, and adult kidnapping charges. The alien had prior burglary convictions, one occurring one year prior to the instant charge, and another occurring four years prior, for which he was sentenced to 364 days plus probation.

	A citizen of Cambodia was facing instant charges for assault with a deadly weapon, murder, and a loaded firearm violation.



“Judicial Watch’s taxpayer lawsuit shows that the San Francisco Sheriff’s sanctuary policy is not only unlawful but is a clear and present danger to the public safety,” I said at the time. But I had no idea how insane things would become.



It is impossible to overstate the impact of the wave of migration that has flooded our borders in the last few years, especially on American communities on or near the border. Millions of unvetted people, many speaking little or no English, possessing only what they carry, have shown up in small cities or towns and essentially thrown themselves on the charity and goodwill of the locals. Moreover, the federal government has enabled and facilitated the transportation of these illegal aliens throughout the country in the dead of night.

Local law enforcement agencies nationwide have been overwhelmed with criminal activity linked to the huge increase in illegal immigration, and families are being exposed to violence associated with drug trafficking and transnational gangs. As early as May 2021, just a few months into the Biden presidency, hundreds of sheriffs across the United States slammed the administration’s “reckless and irresponsible” open-border policies, exposing innocent citizens to illegal alien violence, in a letter titled “Help America’s Sheriffs Keep Our Neighborhoods and Communities Safe by Halting Illegal Immigration.” The document asserts that the crisis began when Biden was vice president.

“In a myriad of ways, you and your administration are encouraging and sanctioning lawlessness and the victimization of the people of the United States of America, all in the name of mass illegal immigration,” the sheriffs wrote. “What is most troubling to America’s Sheriffs is that you and your administration were well aware that this crisis would happen when you ceased construction of the border wall and changed border security policies.”6

The sheriff who wrote the letter, Thomas M. Hodgson in Bristol County, Massachusetts, sent it to his counterparts throughout the US, and 275 sheriffs in 39 states quickly signed it. Hodgson authored it after government figures revealed a record number of illegal immigrant minors entered the country from Mexico. Around the same time, the US Border Patrol disclosed that it arrested more than twice as many criminal migrants in the first six months of fiscal year 2021 than it did in all of 2020. In the first half of this fiscal year, the Border Patrol apprehended 5,018 “criminal aliens” compared to 2,438 in all of fiscal year 2020. The agency defines criminal aliens as individuals who have been convicted of one or more crimes, whether in the US or abroad, prior to interdiction by federal agents.

It is important to note that the data, which covered fiscal years 2016 through 2021, showed a steady decline in criminal alien arrests during the Trump administration after a peak of 12,842 arrests in 2016 under Obama. By 2017 it dipped to 8,531, then 6,698 in 2018 and 4,260 in 2019, before the low of 2,438 in 2020. The criminal aliens busted by the Border Patrol in the first few months of 2021 include 982 convicted of possessing illegal drugs or trafficking; 576 convicted of assault, battery, and domestic violence; 832 guilty of driving under the influence; 381 convicted of burglary, robbery, larceny, theft, and fraud; 265 sex offenders; and 162 guilty of illegal weapons possession, transport, and trafficking.

The stats also reveal that 2,765 of the criminal aliens arrested in the first half of 2021 were previously deported after illegal entry or illegal reentry. Additionally, seizures of methamphetamine along the Mexican border increased an astounding 91 percent between February and March 2021, according to Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) figures. Heroin seizures went up 22 percent during the same period.7

The situation along the Mexican border quickly reached a boiling point, with a record number of illegal immigrants arriving in just a few months thanks to Biden administration policies. Veteran frontline federal agents told Judicial Watch they had never seen anything like it. Even sleepy little towns unaccustomed to the devastating impact large influxes have on bigger cities near major crossings were impacted by the storm of migrants. For instance, Judicial Watch interviewed veteran ranchers and business owners in the usually tranquil Arizona town of Sonoita, population of about 800, in the aftermath of a series of crimes committed by illegal aliens and human smugglers (coyotes) that left residents shocked. In just a few days there were two home invasion robberies, and two local stores were burglarized by a group of illegal immigrants who had just been released into their community by the US Border Patrol in the predawn hours. The problem is only getting worse, locals say, because federal agents are overwhelmed with the onslaught of migrants, and more are being released into communities near the border.

Many Americans dream of being able to start over, to free themselves of debts or personal histories. This is impossible for average citizens in today’s United States, where our permanent digital record follows us everywhere. But if you are a criminal from anywhere else in the world, or if you are just tired of supporting your family, or you have a lot of debts you would prefer not to pay, you can simply show up at the American border without any documentation and declare yourself to be whoever you want. America is now like the French Foreign Legion, where you can get a brand-new identity. Of course, in the Foreign Legion you have to serve as a soldier, whereas in open-borders America you don’t have to do anything to get your new life.



In April 2021, Judicial Watch filed a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit against the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for records about assaults on and abuse of unaccompanied alien children (UAC) in HHS custody. The lawsuit was filed against Health and Human Services after the HHS denied a February 26, 2021, FOIA request for:


All summaries from individual case files of reports of physical and/or sexual abuse or assault of Unaccompanied Alien Children under the care of HHS, its sub-agencies, and/or volunteer agencies, contractors, grantees, and sub-grantees, to include all segregable, non-exempt information.

Records reflecting aggregated data of physical and/or sexual abuse and assault of UACs under the care of HHS, its sub-agencies, and or volunteer agencies, contractors, grantees, and sub-grantees.



Our interest was piqued when Texas welfare officials received three reports of abuse and neglect at the Freeman Coliseum in San Antonio, where more than 1,300 migrant children reportedly had been held. The site is one of several set up to handle the recent surge.

This report came on the heels of claims that multiple facilities where children are being held are unsafe.

“We are concerned that the surge of migrants seeking to take advantage of the Biden administration’s lax immigration policies has resulted in the foreseeable abuse of children, as overwhelmed federal authorities are ill-equipped to handle the huge number of children crossing the border. The unprecedented secrecy and censorship surrounding these sites compounds the problem and limits accountability,” I said at the time. “Our lawsuit aims to expose the full truth about this particularly troubling consequence of the Biden administration’s lawlessness on immigration.”8

Sure enough, Judicial Watch uncovered HHS records in July 2018 revealing that in multiple cases, UACs processed during the Obama administration were assaulted by government employees.

Judicial Watch began investigating this matter in 2014 when a wave of UACs swamped the southwest border. Since that time, Judicial Watch has been investigating incidents of violence, drug trafficking, human trafficking, and other criminal activities, as well as whether migrant children were being abused while in US shelters.

Incidentally, it is amazing to see how the Left has selective concern about the fate and condition of kids who are detained while crossing the border. Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez was famously photographed collapsing in a state of utter grief during a visit to a border detention center in 2018—though it was demonstrated that she was basically looking at a parking lot—but she has been noticeably silent about the issue since Trump left office.

As a result of our FOIA lawsuit, the Office of Refugee Resettlement released information indicating that sexual abuse against minors in detention centers was rampant, across the country. In just five weeks at the beginning of 2021, thirty-three cases of sexual abuse were documented at centers from Florida to Michigan to Texas. In some cases staff were implicated; in others “non-staff adults” were alleged to have committed abuse. Judicial Watch also forced the Department of Health and Human Services to release data on physical abuse involving illegal immigrant minors in custody of the federal government or contracted providers. The documentation, released in August 2021, details a horrific environment of abuse and beating among the residents that reads like something out of Fight Club.9

The Biden administration quickly implemented its project of transporting illegal aliens throughout the country, often in the dead of night to small, outlying airports where media coverage might be thin. Judicial Watch sued to obtain information on these flights, and garnered some details on some of them, but the extent of the program has been so vast and secret that it is unlikely that it will ever be fully known.

We did manage to get some information, and what we obtained offers a window into the largest human trafficking endeavor in American history. The American government, without the consent of the localities involved, set about perfusing the nation with millions of illegal aliens.

Judicial Watch sued the Administration for Children and Families, a division of HHS, in October 2022, after the agency failed to respond to a May 2021 request for information regarding:


All documents related to the preparation and logistics involved in the transportation of Unaccompanied Alien Children (UACs) to and from Chattanooga’s Wilson Air Center on May 14, 2021, and

All ACF officials’ internal email communications related to the transportation of UACs to and from Chattanooga’s Wilson Air Center on May 14, 2021.



The records include a May 15 email from a person whose name is redacted to an unnamed person at MVM Inc’s Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) Transport DFW (Dallas Fort Worth) Command Center detailing charter flights.

One flight traveling from SAN-OKC-CHA-EWR [San Diego, Oklahoma City, Chattanooga, Newark airports] via “Swift Air,” which was operating a Boeing 737 with “148 seats” (likely the number of passengers). It indicates that there would be two buses at the San Diego Convention Center, two buses in Oklahoma City, two buses in Chattanooga, and two buses at Newark.

A second flight, from MFE-ELP-EWR [McAllen, El Paso, Newark] also via “Swift Air,” and a 737, with 150 seats, notes: “Pecos [TX] will be bused to ELP [El Paso] to catch charter flight. 1 bus will report 0800. 2 buses to report at 0800 at Delphi EIS [Delphi Emergency Intake Site].”

The records also include a May 13, 2021, email thread regarding an Administration for Children and Families’ (ACF) Office of Refugee Resettlement transport of minors from Kay Baily Hutchison Convention Center in Dallas on Friday, May 14, 2021, before dawn, at three a.m.

RF1 Badging then replies, “Please be advised that the following UCs [Unaccompanied Children]… does not match in our system.” He then proceeds to list the details of nine children.

Also in this thread is an email from an individual at Culmen International stating that one of the minors is “not cleared to travel.”

The records include a list for a charter of thirty-six children from Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, and El Salvador. A handwritten note on the spreadsheet says: “Dallas to Tennessee Air Charter Flight 5/14/2021.” The record notes that the children are to be transported to these shelters: La Casa de Sidney, Lincoln Hall Boys’ Haven, Children’s Home of Kingston, Children’s Village Shelter, and Cayuga Center TFC. It indicates three of the minors are “reunifications.” (Chattanooga’s unaccompanied migrant minor housing facility, La Casa de Sydney, was closed in 2021 after reports of runaways and sexual battery.)

An undated “Transfer of Custody” form indicates the transfer of six Guatemalan and Honduran children from “KBH” [likely Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in Dallas] to La Casa de Sidney.10

Please keep in mind that the above itinerary is just a snapshot of one evening and one transit point—Chattanooga, Tennessee’s fourth-largest city. When we consider that this operation has been going on for years, across America, and involves the transportation of adults, the scale of the scandal becomes horrendous to contemplate.

These shocking documents provide a small but important window into how the Biden administration effectively trafficking unaccompanied alien children, dropping them off in city after city like items for delivery. The Biden open-borders crisis is resulting in the most massive child and human trafficking operation in the history of humanity.



Republican concern about these flights did little to stop them. The federal government has transported hundreds of thousands of illegal aliens around the country, by plane and bus, spreading them into distant communities. Reports circulate of commercial flights mostly filled with bewildered-looking obvious recent immigrants, shepherded by social service administrators, likely employed by government contractors such as Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (now rebranded as “Global Refuge”) or the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society.

Judicial Watch has been keeping an active eye on these faith-based human-trafficking organizations that operate in the name of charity and good works. In February 2022, we filed a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit alongside Catholic Vote Civic Action for records of communication between the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the US Department of Health and Human Services with Catholic organizations near the Texas border that were aiding illegal immigrants.

This lawsuit was filed in Washington, DC, after both the US Customs and Border Patrol and HHS failed to respond to FOIA requests designed to uncover details on the shadow network, funded with tax dollars, that complete the work of the cartels in moving millions of illegal aliens into America. Our first request was for all communications between the US Customs and Border Patrol and any of the following:


	The Diocese of Brownsville (San Juan, Texas);

	Bishop Daniel E. Flores in his capacity as Bishop of the Diocese of Brownsville, Texas;

	Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley (CCRGV);

	Sister Norma Pimentel in her capacity as the Executive Director of CCRGV; or

	The Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, Texas.



Our second FOIA request was for all communications between the US Customs and Border Patrol and the US Conference of Catholic Bishops regarding any of the following:


	
Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley (CCRGV);

	Sister Norma Pimentel in her capacity as the Executive Director of CCRGV; or

	the Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, Texas.



Sister Pimentel, in a February 3 interview, acknowledged her charity is reimbursed with tax dollars to buy “very few” plane and bus tickets for illegal aliens to move throughout the United States.11

In July 2021, a Texas police officer encountered a Covid-positive illegal immigrant family at a fast-food restaurant near the border who had been released by Border Patrol. The family told the officer that Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley “had booked all the rooms in the hotel to house undocumented immigrants detained by Border Patrol.”

The police added that “Border Patrol was quarantining other undocumented individuals who were Covid positive, or showed symptoms of illness, then handing them over to the nonprofit. Catholic Charities would in turn place the undocumented individuals in hotels…”

On July 28, 2021, Texas governor Greg Abbott, taking aim at the “private” enablers of the illegal alien invasion, issued an executive order halting the transportation of illegal immigrants by any person other than “a federal, state or local law-enforcement official.”

“Americans have the right to know how the Biden administration is using tax dollars to conspire with ‘charities’ and release illegal immigrants into their communities,” I said at the time.12

Even more bizarre than the Biden administration’s exercising mass population transfer across the entire nation of immigrants who crossed the border illegally, news emerged that the White House saved 320,000 foreign nationals the hassle of walking here by flying them direct from their home countries. That’s right—in order to mitigate the bad optics of 15,000 people swarming across the southern border every day, the Biden team decided to cut out the middleman and just fly “eligible” migrants straight from Cuba, Haiti, Venezuela, and Nicaragua.

These migrants are allowed in under the president’s “parole” authority, which, under a 1952 law, allows him to admit people “only on a case-by-case basis for urgent humanitarian reasons or significant public benefit.” The Associated Press ran a laughable “debunking” report to clarify that the migrants admitted under this program were not flown in “secretly,” and that the admissions were all vetted and approved. The AP did acknowledge that Biden has used “parole” admissions far more than any other president, and has granted at least one million parole-based entry visas.

Nevertheless, as the Center for Immigration Studies discovered, Customs and Border Protection will not release the names of the forty-three American airports that received these foreign shipments of human cargo. But New York, Chicago, and Boston appear to be among the most frequently visited, based on spikes in passenger volume.13



Given the federal government’s abdication of its most basic and sacred responsibility—defense of the national borders—several border states decided to assume the burden of keeping the homeland secure. A Texas border security initiative heavily criticized by Democrats and the media has apprehended hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants—including thousands of criminals—and seized millions of lethal doses of fentanyl.14

Known as Operation Lone Star, the project was launched by Governor Greg Abbott in March 2021 as the illegal immigration crisis gripped his border state. Essentially the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the Texas National Guard are picking up the slack for the federal government, which in normal times worked to protect the famously porous southern border.

Texas had to take charge to combat the smuggling of people and drugs, the governor’s office wrote in the 2021 press release announcing Operation Lone Star, which integrates DPS with the Texas National Guard and deploys air, ground, marine, and tactical border security assets to high-threat areas to prevent Mexican cartels and other criminal elements from smuggling drugs and humans into the state.

“The crisis at our southern border continues to escalate because of Biden administration policies that refuse to secure the border and invite illegal immigration,” Abbott said at the time. The governor’s office assures that the operation continues to fill the “dangerous gaps left by the Biden administration’s refusal to secure the border.” Every arrested individual and every ounce of drugs seized by Operation Lone Star would have otherwise made their way into communities across the nation due to the president’s open-border policies, Texas officials point out.

Operation Lone Star is succeeding despite detractors on the Left. Since the multi-agency effort was launched, more than 500,000 illegal immigrants have been apprehended and over 40,000 criminals have been arrested. Texas state law enforcement also seized a startling number of drugs, over 469 million lethal doses of fentanyl.

To satisfy the hunger of sanctuary cities to shelter, feed, and clothe illegal alien invaders, Texas has bused more than 100,000 migrants to these redoubts of Christian charity. Since the Democrat-run cities have been the primary proponents of a collapsed border, it makes sense that they should reap their share of the harvest of their policies. Strangely, these blue cities—primarily Chicago, New York City, and Washington, DC—have only responded with outrage, and demanded federal action. Not to close the border, of course—but to pay for the cost of lodging all these “newest Americans.”

In Biden’s first year as president, federal agents apprehended 1,659,206 illegal immigrants at the southwest border, breaking the previous high of 1,643,679 in 2000. To put things in perspective, during Donald Trump’s last year as president federal agents arrested 400,651 illegal aliens along the Mexican border.

But as the Biden presidency progresses, the crisis worsens. Fiscal year 2022 started with a bang, a 137 percent increase in the first quarter over the final quarter of 2021. By the end of 2022, the Border Patrol arrested a record-breaking 2.4 million migrants, up from an already shocking high of 1.7 million in 2021. The numbers only went up in 2023, and 2024 is on pace to see 4 million arrests.15

America is on course to add 11 million illegal aliens to the 11 or 12 million that we’ve been told are here already. But in reality, those are almost certainly lowball numbers, and I’ve been hearing the open borders crowd talk about “11 million undocumented immigrants” for at least twenty-five years. In 2018, researchers at Yale announced that the number was probably closer to 22 million.16 The real number is a matter of debate; some put the total closer to 40 or 50 million. I’m not a demographer, but I’m not naïve, either. I’d be surprised if we had fewer than 25 million illegals here before Biden took office. And the number will probably top out around 40 million—assuming the Democrats don’t remain in office.



Operation Lone Star has seen the arrest of thousands of gang members—mostly from the famously violent Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13)—and dozens of people on the national terrorist watchlist. Federal agents also confiscated thousands of pounds of drugs, mainly methamphetamine. The unprecedented numbers reflect a chaotic Mexican border region rife with lawlessness that has inevitably seeped north into many parts of the United States.

Naturally enough, the Biden Department of Justice couldn’t allow a successful state-led border control program to continue. The DoJ wanted to pursue a civil rights case against Texas, based on the idea that it was discriminatory on the basis of national origin to enforce US immigration law because it would disproportionately impact non-US persons. But the absurdity of that position was too much even for the hare-brained equity obsessives to swallow.

So instead, the DoJ sued Texas under the 1899 Rivers and Harbors Act, arguing that floating barbed-wire barriers in the middle of the Rio Grande obstruct a navigable waterway without the consent of Congress. The 1899 act forbids “build[ing] or commenc[ing] the building of any wharf, pier, dolphin, boom, weir, breakwater, bulkhead, jetty, or other structures in any port, roadstead, haven, harbor, canal, navigable river, or other water of the United States, outside established harbor lines, or where no harbor lines have been established, except on plans recommended by the Chief of Engineers and authorized by the Secretary of the Army.”

The extreme Left is adept at this kind of thing, abusing the legal process to hurt America. The case is still going back and forth among the courts.

In the meantime, the federal government is doing everything it can to destroy the border and ease the entry of as many migrants as possible. And when I say “destroy” I am not exaggerating. In March 2024 Judicial Watch filed a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit against the US Department of Homeland Security for all records about Customs and Border Patrol agents welding open “flood gates” in the border wall in Arizona.

In the lawsuit we cited an August 22, 2023, article, in which the US Border Patrol admits it was responsible for a decision to weld open more than 100 “flood gates” in the wall at the US southern border in Arizona, allowing access points for illegal aliens to unlawfully enter the US.

It is hard to express how extraordinary this action is. It’s the national equivalent of a bank president welding open the door to the vault, or a prison warden welding open the main gate of the prison. The Border Patrol, under dictate from Washington, is literally undoing the borders of the country.17

In a sane society, this would be treason.

The New York Post’s report cites Border Patrol data showing the border sector at Tucson, which includes the area with the open flood gates, had become the busiest in the country, with the Border Patrol encountering 42,561 individuals trying to cross legally and illegally into the country in July 2023.

The report states: “About 1,400 migrants a day from as far away as China and Egypt as well as Central and South American countries are walking through the open gates, then looking for a Border Patrol agent to surrender to and claim asylum.”18

“The Biden administration is unlawfully hiding records about literally opening the flood gates for the Biden border invasion,” I said at the time.

Of course, that’s not the only time the Biden administration has rushed to make America less safe in order to expedite the onrush of illegal immigrants. In October 2022 Judicial Watch revealed that, in response to “a surge of irregular migration,” Biden officials were deploying Federal Air Marshals (FAM) to the Mexican border to “protect the life and safety of federal personnel,” according to a Department of Homeland Security memo.

Judicial Watch obtained a copy of the directive from various recipients at the agency, which is part of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), created after 9/11 to prevent another terrorist attack. FAM are charged with protecting commercial passenger flights by deterring and countering the risk of terrorist activity.

The marshals, specially trained aviation security specialists, were outraged that they were being sent to the southern border to provide babysitting services for illegal aliens. Among the duties they would be performing on the southern border were “Hospital Watch, Transportation, Law Enforcement Searches, Entry Control, Security at CBP Facilities and Welfare Checks.” Since no commercial passenger planes were hijacked and flown into office buildings since then, I guess the Biden administration can pat themselves on the back for a job well done. Judicial Watch’s public education about this abuse and the activism of the marshals themselves eventually led to the marshals being redeployed to where we want them—protecting the flying public.19



Federal law still prohibits illegal aliens from obtaining certain government services, including food stamps, Medicaid, and federally supported housing programs. But that hasn’t stopped many states and localities from doing everything they can to get the new migrants hooked up to the left-wing lifetime dependency machine.

In April 2020, Judicial Watch filed suit in California to stop the state from expending $75 million of taxpayer funds to provide direct cash assistance to unlawfully present aliens. We said that Governor Gavin Newsom overstepped his authority and violated federal law when, without affirmative state legislative approval, he took executive action to create the “Disaster Relief Assistance for Immigrants Project” and provide cash benefits to illegal aliens who otherwise are ineligible for state or federal insurance or other benefits due to their unlawful presence in the United States.

On April 15, 2020, Governor Newsom announced his new executive initiative to provide direct assistance in the form of cash benefits to illegal aliens. The initiative, known as the “Disaster Relief Fund” or the “Disaster Relief Assistance for Immigrants Project,” would spend $75 million to provide direct cash payments to illegal aliens and cost an estimated additional $4.8 million to administer. Governor Newsom’s executive initiative would provide one-time cash benefits of $500 per adult/$1,000 per household to 150,000 unlawfully present aliens in California. These benefits are not provided to US citizens residing in the state.

According to federal law, state benefits for illegal aliens can only be provided if the state legislature passes a law specifying so. Newsom was acting unilaterally.

“Governor Newsom has no legal authority on his own to spend state taxpayer money for cash payments to illegal aliens,” I said at the time. “The coronavirus challenge doesn’t give politicians a pass to violate the law. If California politicians want to give cash payments to illegal aliens, they must be accountable and transparent, and, as federal law requires, pass a law to do so.”20

Naturally enough, a California court refused to stop Newsom from disbursing the money even though it conceded that Judicial Watch was right about the law. But in this case, they ruled, the coronavirus crisis created a “public interest” in ignoring the law and handing out the money anyway.

We filed a similar case in Montgomery County, Maryland, one of the richest, swampiest jurisdictions in America, and a place where “undocumented immigrants” thrive, protected from immigration enforcement. The county planned to hand out $5 million in emergency assistance to illegal aliens, and we sued on behalf of two local residents.

Per usual, a leftist judge denied our suit on the grounds of improper standing. “Whether a federal statute is privately enforceable is up to Congress, not to State courts,” the judge wrote. If the court accepted the residents’ arguments, “any Maryland taxpayer… could challenge any State or local official’s actions based on any federal statute, irrespective of the law’s relevance to the individual litigant.” Heavens forbid!

Of course, these sums are a drop in the bucket compared to what’s going on in a place like New York, where the state legislature in 2021 approved a multi-billion-dollar “Excluded Workers Fund.” This fund was established to rectify the failure of the federal government to give stimulus checks or extended unemployment benefits to illegal aliens who had worked under the table, and “successfully” handed out the money to over 100,000 illegals. “Qualified” illegal alien applicants got $15,600; “unqualified” applicants, who could provide no evidence that they lost a job due to the pandemic closures, got a consolation award of $3,200.21



What’s the point of all this? Why is an American president, who claims to speak for the working people of the nation, flooding the country with 10 million unvetted foreigners?

On one hand, private interests have always favored mass immigration because it keeps labor costs down. This is a partial explanation of our current economic situation. As Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell explained in congressional testimony in February 2024, “strong job creation has been accompanied by an increase in the supply of workers, particularly among individuals aged twenty-five to fifty-four, and a continued strong pace of immigration.”
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