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Introduction


GETTING ORGANIZED DOESN'T HAVE TO COST A LOT

Would you like to start making money by selling your old clothes and your clutter? There's no reason to pay anywhere from $50 to $100 an hour to hire a professional organizer to go through your closets — you can do that yourself. A professional is also likely to recommend fancy storage and organizational systems to get your house in order, but I'll bet that you probably already own all you need to get neat and tidy. I believe you can do it all yourself.

Businesses that profit from people's clutter would say that you need their help. After all, with American households more cluttered than ever, their revenue is on the rise. The company 1-800-GOT-JUNK has hauled away more than five million truck-loads since its founding in 1989. There are more than 7,000 “I Sold It” franchises nationwide that help people make money from their clutter by selling it on eBay (for a fee). And self-storage facilities are popping up all across the country. The National Association of Resale and Thrift Shops reports that business at resale and consignment shops is booming. For example, Buffalo Exchange consignment chain expects revenues to rise from $56.3 million in 2009 to $70 million by 2015.

That's where this book comes in. It will help frugal folks like you get your home in order and help you find ways to make money from things you no longer need or want.

A recent survey on my blog Suddenly Frugal (
www.suddenlyfrugal.com
) showed that there is a tremendous interest in making money while getting more organized. For example, 92 percent of survey takers have sold their clutter for cash and would do so again in the future. Many of the people who took this survey have used more than one selling method to sell various household items.

Here are some highlights from that survey:

(Note: Because people may have used more than one way to get cash for their trash, they likely marked multiple answers for the survey question “What method do you use to sell your stuff?” This is why the numbers below add up to more than 100 percent.)
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 74% hold yard sales to get rid of excess stuff
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 51% use Craigslist to get cash for clutter
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48% rely on eBay to sell off their stuff
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40% take their castoffs to a consignment or resale shop
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 20% find other ways to make money from their stuff, ranging from classified ads to neighborhood listservs to Amazon's Marketplace to local flea markets



When trying to get cash for things they no longer need, here's what people who took this survey were selling the most often:
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 Books (77%)
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 Clothing (72%)
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 Furniture (71%)
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 Games and toys (61%)
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 Appliances (35%)
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 Jewelry and accessories (33% each)
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 Other “stuff,” including sporting equipment, collectibles, and electronics (38%)



People seem to do fairly well in making money from their things. In most instances, survey takers make a couple hundred dollars from items they might have just thrown out!

Of those items making money, here are the two things that sell the best:
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 Furniture (43%)
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 Clothing (19%)



One person added a comment to the survey that she'd made nearly $3,000 from selling her old furniture. Wow!

While I'll be sure to include some tried-and-true methods for selling your stuff and making money from it, I'm also going to offer you options that you may not have heard of or considered, but that will put cash in your pocket, in one way or another.

For example, in that aforementioned survey, people reported that while they sold books often (77% of the time), they didn't make much money from them. This is why, in addition to giving you inside tips in this book on selling your clutter for cash, I've added a “bonus” chapter on swapping — that is, swapping stuff, not spouses. (See Chapter 11, Getting What You Want by Swapping or Trading.) I, too, have found that I “make” more money from used books by trading them for other used books rather than trying to sell them for greenbacks — or more likely, because they sell so poorly, only spare change.

Sure, I want you to find a way to make money from your clutter but I also want this book to help you clear out your excess stuff and love living in your home again. I've been there, and I know how it feels to have someone drop by unexpectedly, only to end up running around and closing off the rooms in a disaster state before you answer the front door. Because clutter usually isn't limited to a single spot in the house, I've organized this book so that the chapters go room to room. I've suggested tasks you can do slowly — but surely — to get your house, life, and “stuff” in control over time.

Because I know firsthand how overwhelming it can be to take back control of a home, I've taken to heart a mantra I once heard: “You can do anything in fifteen minutes.” True, you may not get everything done or finished or put away in fifteen minutes, but you can make a pretty significant dent in a project in just that short period of time. It's how I get through my daily life, and I'm sure it'll help you get through yours.

That's why in each chapter of this book you'll find at least one “Quick Clutter Challenge.” You'll set your timer for fifteen minutes, and I'll challenge you to collect a certain kind of clutter. The idea is not only to neaten up the place, but the items you'll be looking for are ones that you can sell in the near future or that can save you money in the long run.

You'll also find a chart called “Toss, Keep, Sell” in each chapter. Each chart includes items mentioned in that chapter that you should toss, recycle, keep, sell, or swap. This will help you differentiate between the clutter that might be worth saving because it could have monetary value; the clutter that's worth keeping around for sentimental, decorating, or daily use; and the clutter that you would be better off putting in the trash can or recycling bin.

Keep in mind that in some chapters, you may see items in the “Toss, Keep, Sell” chart that I mention in other chapters. For instance, I have reading material in multiple rooms of my house — part of my clutter problem. So for the book's purpose, you'll notice that in Chapter 2 (about the family room) and Chapter 9 (about the home office), the “Toss, Keep, Sell” charts both address what to do with magazines. The more you read these “Toss, Keep, Sell” messages, the more likely you are to act on them.

You will also get an inside look at real-life people who've sold their clutter for cash. Throughout the book you'll find “Cashing In” elements. These are mini-profiles of folks who found themselves living in disorganized homes with too much stuff and no idea what to do with it — until one day they figured out that they could make some extra money while clearing out their closets, cupboards, and cabinets. Within these profiles you'll find tips you can use to get out from under your own clutter and start cashing in, too. “Cashing In” will offer helpful advice on what selling method to use (Craigslist versus a consignment shop, for example), how to price your items, and what you can do to increase the chances that you'll get the most money possible for your things. (Hint: Dirty stuff usually sells for 50 percent less than the pieces you took the time to clean up, dust off, or shine up.)

Another regular feature in this book are “What's It Worth?”. These are stories that highlight treasures that someone mistook for trash, and interviews with an antiques expert or auctioneer. Some of these stories come with an eye-popping price tag attached! Through anecdotes and expert advice you should have a better sense about whether or not something you own — like grandma's china set or that painting that's been hanging in your living room forever — is valuable enough that you ought to arrange to bring it to your local auction house rather than your local junk shop.

Finally, I've quantified my clutter-busting and money-saving advice by ending each chapter with a section titled “Total Cash Back in This Chapter.” Here, I'll briefly recount some of the advice from the chapter, especially if it had a price tag attached to it. Then, I'll add up all the cash you could potentially have saved or gotten back from following my advice. This should inspire dollar signs in your eyes — and real cash in your wallet — along with a neater space in which to live and work.





chapter 1


ORGANIZATION TOOLS YOU PROBABLY ALREADY OWN

There's something absolutely refreshing about deciding that you're finally going to get yourself organized, and then something absolutely defeating when you discover how much it can cost to get organized. If you've considered hiring a professional organizer, expect to pay between $55 and $85 an hour. Since most organizers want a four-hour minimum for a booking, you'll be committed to spending $220 to $340.

Maybe you'll decide to skip hiring a professional organizer (wise) for something I'm confident you can do yourself, and stock up on organizing products at the store instead (not so wise), because you've seen how they come color coordinated and with the name of your favorite magazine or celebrity on them. While pretty, these are pricey, too. For example, a Real Simple magazine — branded organizational tote, in robin's egg blue, sells at Target for $30. An expanding file folder system in the same pretty blue from the same product line costs $14. If you were really stuck on buying something new to start your organizing, you could get a similar tote or no-name expanding file at an office supply store for half the price.

Hey, I'm all for brand loyalty when you know a product works. Maybe if someone is looking to buy you a gift on your next birthday, you can tell that person that one of these beautiful organizational tools would be a perfect present.

But the rest of us have to make do with what we've got. That's why this chapter focuses on getting organized using stuff you likely already own. That's the frugal thing to do, because if you already own it, you don't have to go out and buy something new. This saves you money in the long run. So read on for how you can make everything from unwanted gifts to empty shoeboxes into organizational products that work for you.

The Three Rs of Home Organization

Getting your home organized on a budget isn't about reading, writing, and 'rithmetic — although there is a little math involved in there. Rather, it is all about reducing, reusing, and recycling: reducing what you currently own; reusing items you already own; and recycling (or selling off, giving away, or throwing out) things you're no longer interested in owning.

REDUCING

Take the first step to tackling clutter in your house by asking yourself these questions:



1. Do I love this item?


2. Do I use this item on a regular basis?


3. Do I foresee myself using this item in the near future?


4. Is this an item I feel like I should keep and therefore it's just taking up space and giving me one more thing to dust?



Clearly, if you answered “yes” to the first three questions, then you should keep the item. But if you at all hesitated in answering “yes” to questions two and three, then I'm thinking the time has come to get rid of the item in question. And that is also what I would suggest you do if you answered “yes” to question number four — think about getting rid of that space-hogging, dust-collecting item.

Let me address items that likely come to mind when asking yourself question number four. In all my years of giving gift and etiquette advice (on my website: 
www.giftsandetiquette.com
), I hear repeatedly from people who have received gifts that they don't love, never wanted, can't use, and didn't return. However, because these people received this gift for an important occasion (graduation, wedding, child's birth), they feel that they have to keep that item around because of assumed sentimentality.

I know that I used to feel this way, especially soon after I got married. My friends and family were very generous with gifts for my husband and me. However, every time any of our former wedding guests came over to visit, I felt like I needed to find the gift they'd given to us and either put it out on display or use it somehow during their visit, because I wanted to make them happy. But what about my happiness?

What kind of crazy stress was I causing myself with this pre-entertaining running around and rummaging in closets to find the cake server that my husband's aunt's second cousin gave to me at my bridal shower?

It finally dawned on me one day, after I'd collapsed in tears when I realized I couldn't remember what gift a visiting relative had given to me — and therefore I couldn't bring it out for her visit — that maybe she doesn't even remember what gift she gave me. And she probably isn't even expecting to see the gift during her visit — I know that I never make such assumptions when I visit someone to whom I've given a gift. Would it make me happy to see the gift in use? Sure — if I actually remembered what I gave the person. But the bottom line with gifts is this: Once the gift leaves your hands, it is out of your control. You cannot suggest what the recipient should do with your gift once she takes possession of it. Why I couldn't remember my own advice is beyond me.

Nonetheless, what really drove the message home — that this displaying-of-the-wedding-gifts ritual was unnecessary — was what happened one time when I'd gone through my pre-visit ritual. I'd found what I'd thought someone had given me for my wedding, brought it out during her visit, and then commented on it. Guess what? The person hadn't given me the hand-painted salad bowl from Italy that I'd sworn all of these years was her gift. Boy, was I embarrassed.

Never again, I swore, was I going to make myself crazy finding gifts that I didn't love and use all the time — just to make someone else happy. What I needed to concentrate on was making me happy, and in my current cluttered state, that meant minimizing what I owned, stored, and kept on display — even if it was a long-ago wedding present.

REUSING

Before you go crazy like I did and chuck all those gifts that you've kept around for years, just in case, let's think about something: Is there a way that you can reuse those items so that they double as a storage device or find new life with a secondary purpose?

For example, one of those guilt-laden gifts that I'd alluded to earlier was a small, crystal decanter from Tiffany & Co. that a friend of mine had given me for my wedding. It's a beautiful piece, which probably set her back quite a bit given the pathetic state of the salaries we were earning around the time I got married. I truly appreciated that she wanted to give me such a lovely gift. It was probably all she could afford at the time, but the decanter itself is so small that it's pretty much useless. For years I looked at it on the shelf in a display cabinet, wishing I could put it to good use. Problem is I'm not a big drinker and I don't have parties often where I'm serving alcohol and need a decanter. Guilt, guilt, guilt, that's all I felt.

Then I realized that just because the decanter was sold as such, that doesn't mean that I have to use it that way. Who's going to judge me if I decide to use that decanter to hold loose change, M&Ms, or pens and pencils? And you know what? The decanter has held all of those items, at various times over the years, once I figured out a way I could reuse it for a practical purpose.

Reusing something that you already own not only gives the original item a second life, but it also saves you money. I'll never need to buy another piggy bank, candy dish, or pencil box if I've got a container (albeit a crystal one from Tiffany) that I can use for the same purpose.

I've brought up this reusing idea now, to get the wheels in your brain moving. That's because later in this chapter, I start suggesting ways for you to find organizational tools that you already own and can use to get your house back under control — and you won't have to spend any extra money in the process. You'll even end up saving money.

RECYCLING

If I hadn't found a way to reuse that aforementioned Tiffany decanter, I probably would have found a way to recycle it. Since you can't just put crystal in your glass recycle bin, I would have given it away, sold it at a yard sale, or brought it to a thrift, resale, or consignment shop. I no longer wanted or needed it, so if I couldn't figure out an “out of the box” way to use it, I had to get it out of my house. Do the same with anything that you can't justify keeping, or you can't figure out a practical way of reusing. This “recycling” method is sure to make a dent in your clutter — even if it doesn't put cash in your pocket right away.

Twenty-five Ways to Think Outside of the Shoebox for Storage Ideas

Chances are somewhere in your house you've got shoeboxes. Maybe you're using them to hold actual pairs of shoes, or maybe you've put them aside for a diorama project your child will likely have to do in school at some point. Did you ever stop to think about how those shoeboxes could become out-of-the-box home organizers and money-savers for you? I thought of twenty-five ways to reuse them:



1. Bring cookies to a bake sale


2. Organize family photos that didn't make it into an album (label by year, kids, or event on the shoebox's top)


3. Ship something


4. Act as your “cash box” when you have a yard sale


5. Put an oddly shaped gift into it so that you can wrap it more easily


6. Make a mending kit to hold scissors, thread, and needles


7. Create a “mail” box, with note cards and stamps for thank-you note writing


8. Set up a bill-paying center with stamps, return address labels, your checkbook and envelopes, along with unpaid bills


9. Store trial-sized bottles of shampoo, conditioner, lotion, and soap


10. Hold orphaned socks in the laundry room; when the box is full, see how many pairs of socks you can match up


11. Transform into a drawer organizer in the kitchen (use shoebox top only for shallow drawers)


12. Store small holiday decorations


13. Organize CDs and DVDs


14. Make a first-aid kit for your car


15. Create a coupon organizer


16. Make a makeshift jewelry box


17. Craft a ribbon holder and dispenser for when you're wrapping presents


18. Shuffle up a box for card playing, including poker chips


19. Organize a shoeshine kit


20. Turn skinny shoeboxes (like the kind Converse sneakers come in) into holders for taper candles


21. Get your seed packets and other gardening supplies in order


22. Hold rolled coins that you need to take to the bank to cash in


23. Make a travel game kit for the kids to use on car trips


24. Store all the plugs and chargers for electronic devices


25. Organize your writing instruments, with a shoebox each for crayons, markers, pens, pencils, etc.



Twenty-two Totally Tubular Uses for Paper-Towel Rolls or Tubes

In my last book, Suddenly Frugal, I suggested ways that you could reuse the cardboard tubes you find inside paper-towel and toilet-paper rolls, but from a “hey, did you know you could use these things for this?” kind of way. But they can also be de facto organizers that you can use in at least twenty-two everyday ways.



1. Store bracelets or hang earrings on them, and then neatly stack in a jewelry box


2. Keep computer cords and other electronics' power supplies neat and tidy


3. Hold taper candles


4. Secure small holiday decorations in larger boxes


5. Store plastic bags


6. Encase craft supplies, such as pipe cleaners


7. Unite socks to organize your kids' dresser


8. Hold girls' tights


9. Store women's pantyhose


10. Stash loose ribbon or yarn


11. Stack spools of thread


12. Organize napkin rings


13. Hold cloth napkins


14. Wrap Christmas lights around


15. Hold paintbrushes


16. Keep loose light bulbs


17. Store prescription medication bottles


18. Encase knives


19. Organize hair accessories


20. Hold rolls of wrapping paper


21. Store magazines


22. File kids' paintings and art work




Other Items to Reuse to Get Organized

Clearly, paper towel rolls and shoeboxes aren't the only household items you can reuse for your new organizational system. Some other oldies-but-goodies include coffee cans or containers, and baby-food jars (my husband has them filled with nails, screws, and nuts in his workshop).



Twenty-eight Ideas for How Shoe Holders Can Hold More Than Shoes

What is it about Americans and their shoes? We are forever trying to figure out the best way to store them, whether it be in shoe-boxes laden with Polaroid pictures of the contents or those plastic shoe holders that you hang over the back of a door. But what if you already own hanging shoe holders and you don't need them to hold shoes anymore? Here are twenty-eight ways that you can transform a shoe holder into an organization tool for non-footwear items:



1. Make them home sweet home for dolls — one doll per plastic compartment


2. Match and store pairs of socks


3. Hold hats, scarves, and mittens for winter weather


4. Keep coupons organized as you plan your food shopping


5. Create “in boxes” for your mail


6. Make a makeup or hair accessory holder


7. Store toiletries


8. Hold hand towels


9. Keep craft supplies, like spools of ribbon or balls of yarn


10. Hang inside the shower to hold shampoo, razors, and soap


11. Organize small electronics (cell phones, MP3 players, GPS, etc.)


12. Store stuffed animals


13. Keep sample-sized toiletries (like the kind you get at hotels)


14. Hold paperback books


15. Act as a jewelry box


16. Divide snacks in a pantry


17. Organize pet toys


18. Hold nails, screws, and other “fix-it” hardware


19. Act as a vertical spice rack


20. Put it in the car to organize kids' toys and other in-vehicle entertainment


21. Organize gift-wrapping paraphernalia


22. Keep cleaning supplies together


23. Store seed packets and other gardening tools


24. Hold note cards, postage stamps, and return-address labels


25. Collect change


26. Organize magazines and catalogs (roll them up)


27. Keep video games, controllers, and remotes together


28. Design a diaper-changing supply holder



Putting a Decorative Bowl, Plate, or Container to Good Use

When looking to reduce clutter while creating new organizational systems, think outside the china cabinet. Look for decorative items that you use once a year or which you've held on to only for sentimental reasons. I'll use my crystal decanter example again.

As someone who doesn't drink liquor often, I'd never put that decanter to use in its traditional sense. But once I started thinking about it as an organizational product, I found all kinds of ways to use it — as I mentioned earlier, ranging from holding pens and pencils or spare change to being a serving piece for M&Ms at a holiday party.

You may also have decorative bowls, plates, and containers that are doing nothing more than collecting dust in your china cabinet. So, why not consider using them in the following practical ways?
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 For spare change
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 As a place to put your keys
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 An inbox for mail and magazines
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 To lay out jewelry you plan to wear
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 For holding TV remotes
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 As a countertop fruit or vegetable bin
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 To stack daily medications
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 To hold pens, pencils, rulers, and erasers for homework
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 For loose pieces of gum or candy
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 To store sewing or crafting supplies
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 For gift cards



Twenty-four Ways to Get Hooked on Hooks

Many times all it takes to get clutter off the floor is to look up — that is, to use a hanging organizational system rather than piling things all around. It's just like those hanging shoe organizers that you can use to store more than just shoes. You can use hooks in a similar fashion. Maybe you already have hooks in a closet somewhere that you can now use as your free organizational tools. Or, perhaps you have a stash of them in the basement or garage, just waiting to be hung. If so, then get out some screws and your screwdriver. You're about to start hanging hooks around your house so you can use them to hold these twenty-four household items. (Note: If you've got little kids, make sure you hang these hooks low enough to the ground so that the youngest members of your family can use them as much as possible.)



1. Backpacks


2. Hats, gloves, and scarves


3. Lunch boxes


4. Reusable shopping bags


5. Aprons


6. Oven mitts


7. Dog leashes


8. House and car keys


9. Handbags


10. Belts


11. Sweatshirts and coats


12. Shoes (tie the laces together so you can loop them over the hook)


13. Mugs


14. Cooking utensils


15. Pots and pans


16. Extra towels


17. Sports equipment


18. Umbrellas


19. Jewelry, especially necklaces


20. Neckties


21. Extension cords


22. iPod headphones


23. Laundry to dry


24. Pool and beach toys



Fifteen Ways a Childhood Toy Becomes a Real-World Tool

When they don't have the perfect item to fit a need, children often improvise with whatever they can find that does the job. Spoons and pots become drum sets, and towels become capes. I reached for an Altoids Mint not too long ago and found myself remembering how I'd turned a similar tin into a doll suitcase when I was a little girl. Taking a page out of my own book, I began wondering how you might transform an empty Altoids tin into a mini-organizational tool. Not surprisingly I came up with a few ideas.

Here are fifteen ways you can reuse one of these tins to keep your stuff in order — whether in your desk at work, at home, in the car, in your bag, or elsewhere in your daily life:



1. As a makeshift coin purse


2. As a mini sewing kit


3. To hold loose keys


4. As a business card holder


5. As your gift-card wallet


6. To hold tissues


7. To hold nails, screws, nuts, bolts, and washers


8. As a makeshift first-aid kit


9. To hold bobby pins, barrettes, and hair ties


10. To hold birthday candles and matches


11. To store small, handheld video-game cartridges (such as those for Game Boy and Nintendo DS games)


12. As a soap holder when you travel (those free mini bars of soap from hotel rooms would fit perfectly)


13. As a hard-sided case for your small electronics, such as an iPod or digital camera


14. To keep beads and other small crafting supplies


15. As an ear-plug holder



Too Much of a Good Thing

Keep in mind that while it's great to save money by reusing what you own, you should not go overboard with this idea and start hoarding cans, jars, and boxes, just in case you need them one day. Unless no one in your family has any intentions of ever buying shoes again, you will eventually get new shoeboxes that you can reuse to hold stuff. Or, the next time you go food shopping, you may buy a new jar of jam or can of coffee. This means that over time you will have a supply of future home-organizing tools. I'd like to see you get your home in order, but not at the risk of creating a fire hazard or ending up such a pack rat that your family has to call an intervention — by the producers of Hoarders.
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 Cashing In Constance, Minnesota


I have had some experience helping others with estate and garage sales, and I figured I should use some of my expertise to sell my own stuff. I knew I could make money, just not how much, but I also knew that I didn't want to have a lot of loose ends or have to hold onto items for an indefinite amount of time, as you often do when selling on Craigslist or eBay. Instead, I decided to have an estate sale. Basically, I turned my whole house into a room-by-room yard sale.



Initially I started thinking I would just sell the things that were very easy to let go of and that there wouldn't be much to my sale. But as I got into it, I found myself able to let go of more than I realized, and I began putting more and more things in the “to sell” pile.



I started in closets, pulled everything out and sorted stuff based on how long it had been since I used the item and if I saw any need for the item in the near future. The closets were easy because this is where most of the things you own but never use are stored. I sorted the items into sell, keep, donate, and throw away piles, always keeping in mind if there was still a use for the item.



For example, I have collected the soap and shampoo from hotels over the years. I never used them but figured I might be able to sell them. (I did later on at my sale. I packed them into zip-top plastic bags and sold them in bulk.)



Then I moved to the attic, basement, garage, and finally the individual rooms of my home. I went through every drawer and cup-board, looking for things I no longer needed or wanted and could sell for extra cash.



I priced things by looking up the going rate for each item on the Internet and made my stuff about one half of the current selling value. Everything I was selling was clean, organized into logical groups, and nothing was hard for buyers to see or reach. I printed signs from my computer for things like records and tapes and pasted them on the wall and the bins that held the items I'd grouped together. Everything that did not have a sign was individually priced. No one had to ask what the price was on an item, which made it so much easier to manage the sale.



To advertise my estate sale, I took pictures of the better items I had as well as broad-stroke pictures of the sale areas, and I posted them online, including in a Craigslist ad. I also took out a newspaper ad, with a link so people could see the photos.



I had eight friends help with the sale the first day to write up tickets, and then four came back to help the second day. All items were discounted the second day and at noon on the second day, I changed the sale to a bag sale.
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 TOSS
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 KEEP
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 SELL






	
Anything that's broken, cracked or has no second-life potential


	
Gifts and other decorative items that you use on a regular basis


	
Received gifts you're no longer interested in keeping but that might have resale value





	
Shoeboxes that are crushed or destroyed


	
Shoeboxes of all shapes and sizes — in good condition


	
I don't think shoeboxes have resale value but you could donate them to a local school





	
Crushed, torn, or soiled paper towel rolls


	
Paper towel rolls that you can put to good use immediately (no packratting allowed)


	
Donate to a teacher who may be able to use them for future craft projects








At the end, virtually everything had sold with the exception of a few items of clothing and some furniture. Some of the things sold surprisingly well, such as old VHS tapes, CDs, and record albums, which sold for $2 each. I was also able to sell sewing projects that I'd started but never finished — I sold the fabric, patterns, and supplies for these. I also sold bags of pinecones and shells that I had collected over the years, rugs I no longer used and that I'd grown tired of, some vintage T-shirts from the '80s, and all of my Christmas, Halloween, and Easter decorations. I was even able to get rid of all of my holiday wrapping paper that I no longer wanted. As far as furniture went, I sold an old bedroom set, canopy bed, curio cabinet, chairs, the dining set, old travel trunks, an office desk, footstools, pillows, a love seat, and bookcases. Even the books and magazines sold.



By the end of the second day, I'd made $4,000 from the sale.



I'll be honest: In the two months leading up to my estate sale, my house was in a state of flux while I sorted and set the sale up. It was very stressful, but in the end the sale freed me from a lot of clutter, and it brought in enough money to pay off my car and a credit card bill.



I really don't think most people know how much stuff they have crammed into areas of their house that they don't see every day. My house was by no means a junk house. But every inch of storage space was full of things I'd collected and saved for someday, or projects I was going to finish but never did. Now when I open a closet, I feel free.


Total Cash Back in This Chapter

While we may not have made much money in this chapter from selling our stuff, Constance surely did. As you read in her “Cashing In” profile, she made a whopping $4,000 for her two-day estate sale. That anecdote aside, we've looked at some effective tips on how to save yourself from spending unnecessary cash, first by thinking about how to reduce what you already own and then how you can reuse items in new ways. In addition, I suggested that, rather than hire a pricey professional organizer or invest in expensive organizational tools that are pretty and color-coordinated, you could use items you already own — like old wedding gifts, shoeboxes, and paper-towel rolls — to get yourself organized.


Total Cash Back in This Chapter: $4,384
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