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Introduction 

When George Orwell sat down to write his anti-authoritarian classic, 1984, just shy of two years after the end of WWII, there was a feeling throughout many of the free nations of the world that fascism and autocracy had been roundly defeated, once and for all. Even in the mid-1930s, long before the U. S. or Britain had entered into the war, there was a common belief in both nations that they were immune to the type of tyranny they saw taking place in Germany, Italy, Russia, and elsewhere. In fact, this belief was so widespread, that in 1935 it inspired Sinclair Lewis to title his own anti-authoritarian novel after the commonplace refrain, “It Can’t Happen Here.”

Of course, as common as this belief may have been, many (including and especially the likes of Orwell and Lewis) knew quite well how misguided it was. Having watched the Nazis transform the German political landscape with little more than well-chosen words and carefully produced propaganda, they understood that the freedom their nations enjoyed was far more fragile than most of their countrymen imagined. This was especially true of Orwell, whose intention while writing 1984 was unapologetically that it should serve as a warning to the democracies of the world about the danger of underestimating the threat of fascism and totalitarian autocracy. 

At the core of Orwell’s warning in 1984 is the message that propaganda is the absolute root of all tyranny, and a nation can only be free to the extent that it keeps propaganda from flourishing. In the universe of 1984, nearly every aspect of society is bent around upholding Big Brother’s propaganda machine, with large sectors of the government dedicated to falsifying documents, erasing evidence, and managing the intricate paper trails of the regime’s latest campaign of deception. 

In many ways, this mirrored what was happening in socialist totalitarian states like the USSR and China, and provided a clear message to the democratic societies of the world: The key to warding off autocracy and fascism is preventing government from creating a monopoly on information. As long as you uphold freedom of expression and allow for the existence of a free and independent press, no government can successfully perpetrate the kind of propaganda necessary for totalitarian tyranny to take hold. 

Thankfully, during the decades that succeeded the publication of 1984, the major western democracies of the world have seemed to heed Orwell’s advice. While these vital freedoms of speech and expression have certainly come under attack throughout the years, they have not yet succumbed to an assault, and as a result the forces of authoritarianism and oppression have never gained more than a momentary foothold.

Then, as the twentieth century gave way to the twenty-first, the Internet happened.

Of course, the arrival of the Internet transformed every aspect of the way society created, consumed, and disseminated information, taking away control of the media from a small number of broadcasters and publishers and giving it over to anyone with a computer. At first, it seemed as if this great democratization of information could finally deal a fatal blow to the threat of autocracy and fascism forever. After all, with the ability to create and distribute media now available to everyone, how could any government ever hope to control enough of a nation’s information to successfully undermine the truth and perpetrate the kind of propaganda necessary for an authoritarian regime to wield power? 

Unfortunately, it hasn’t quite worked out that way so far.

Instead of becoming a steadfast, decentralized beacon of the truth, it can be argued that the Internet has instead only made the truth become less relevant than ever before. Given such a variety of contradictory information, many people have simply lost faith in the truth, merely through the act of trying to figure out where to find it. And when the truth becomes irrelevant, there no longer exists any need for would-be tyrants to create a monopoly on information at all. On the contrary, they merely need to make their propaganda more attractive than the truth to achieve the same result. In the end, we are left with a reality that not even Orwell could have imagined: given the choice between truth and propaganda, in a free and open market of ideas, many people are choosing to believe the propaganda.

So now, more than any time since Orwell first put pen to paper about that bright cold day in April, we yet again find ourselves keenly aware of the fragility of our freedom, and tasked by history once more to protect it.

Luckily, the means and methods that despots have used throughout history to establish their tyrannies have been carefully documented so that we might know how to recognize and resist them. It is towards this end that the five sections of this book have been organized. 

In “Fake News and Alternative Facts,” the quotations focus on the how despots utilize propaganda, and the importance of a free press in the fight against tyranny. In “Bad Hombres,” the quotations center around the nature of fear and prejudice and how these emotions are manufactured and manipulated to foment division and justify oppression. “Draining the Swamp” focuses on the dysfunctional relationship between politics and corruption that is inherent in every authoritarian regime, while “Order and Strength” collects quotations on the ways that tyrants trample on rights and liberties in their ruthless pursuits of power. The final section of this book is the only one that is not about how to recognize tyranny; it is about how to resist it. In “Resistance,” you will find words of wisdom that are both practical and inspirational, and all collected with the purpose of spurring readers to take action against anyone who would dare to resurrect the scourge of fascism and exploit it once again. 

Like 1984, this book makes no apologies about its intentions: its sole ambition is to call on the voices of the past to warn you about the present, in the hopes that you will fight for our future. 

James Ryan Daley

Editor


Fake News and Alternative Facts

(Or, Quotations on Propaganda, Lies, and Freedom of the Press)

“Negative polls are fake news.” 

“Russia is fake news.”

“You are fake news.”

—Donald J. Trump, 45th President of the United States of America (b. 1946)
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“But the most brilliant propagandist technique will yield no success unless one fundamental principle is borne in mind constantly and with unflagging attention. It must confine itself to a few points and repeat them over and over. Here, as so often in this world, persistence is the first and most important requirement for success.”

—Adolf Hitler, German Chancellor and leader of the Nazi Party (1889 – 1945)

“Alternative facts are not facts. They are falsehoods.”

—Chuck Todd, American broadcast journalist (b. 1972)
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“In the end the Party would announce that two and two made five, and you would have to believe it. It was inevitable that they should make that claim sooner or later: the logic of their position demanded it. Not merely the validity of experience, but the very existence of external reality, was tacitly denied by their philosophy. The heresy of heresies was common sense.”

—George Orwell, English author and essayist (1903 – 1950), from 1984
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“Those who are capable of tyranny are capable of perjury to sustain it.”

—Lysander Spooner, American anarchist and political philosopher (1808 – 1887)
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“The result of a consistent and total substitution of lies for factual truth is not that the lie will now be accepted as truth and truth be defamed as a lie, but that the sense by which we take our bearings in the real world—and the category of truth versus falsehood is among the mental means to this end—is being destroyed.”

—Hannah Arendt, German-American political theorist (1906 – 1975)

“Against stupidity the very gods themselves contend in vain.”

—Friedrich von Schiller, German playwright and philosopher (1759 – 1805)
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“When widely followed public figures feel free to say anything, without any fact-checking, it becomes impossible for a democracy to think intelligently about big issues.”

—Thomas L. Friedman, American journalist and author (b. 1953)

[image: image]

“But better to get hurt by the truth than comforted with a lie.”

—Khaled Hosseini, Afghan-born American novelist (b. 1965)
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“Where is there dignity unless there is honesty?”

—Cicero, Roman philosopher and rhetorician (106 – 43 BC)
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“When one with honeyed words but evil mind persuades the mob, great woes befall the state.”

—Euripides, Greek dramatist (480 – 406 BC)
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“The peculiar evil of silencing the expression of an opinion is, that it is robbing the human race; posterity as well as the existing generation; those who dissent from the opinion, still more than those who hold it. If the opinion is right, they are deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth: if wrong, they lose, what is almost as great a benefit, the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth, produced by its collision with error.”

—John Stuart Mill, English philosopher and political economist (1806 – 1873)
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“A free press is not a privilege but an organic necessity in a great society.”

—Walter Lippmann, American political commentator (1889 – 1974)
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“There is nothing in the record of the past two years when both Houses of Congress have been controlled by the Republican Party which can lead any person to believe that those promises will be fulfilled in the future. They follow the Hitler line—no matter how big the lie; repeat it often enough and the masses will regard it as truth.”

—John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the United States of America (1917 – 1963)
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“Human beings live in their myths. They only endure their realities.”

—Robert Anton Wilson, American novelist (1932 – 2007)
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“Those who corrupt the public mind are just as evil as those who steal from the public purse.”

—Adlai Stevenson II, American politician and diplomat (1900 – 1965)

“There is one freedom on which all other liberties depend and that is freedom of expression, freedom of speech, of print. If this is taken away, no other freedom can exist, or at least it would be soon suppressed.”

—Leszek Kołakowski, Polish philosopher (1927 – 2009)
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“You don’t need people’s opinion on a fact. You might as well have a poll asking: ‘Which number is bigger, 15 or 5?’ or ‘Do owls exist?’ or ‘Are there hats?’”

—John Oliver, English comedian and political commentator (b. 1977)

[image: image]

“Nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity.”

—Martin Luther King, Jr., American Baptist minister and civil rights activist (1929 – 1968)
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“The obvious types of American fascists are dealt with on the air and in the press. These demagogues and stooges are fronts for others. Dangerous as these people may be, they are not so significant as thousands of other people who have never been mentioned. The American fascist would prefer not to use violence. His method is to poison the channels of public information. With a fascist the problem is never how best to present the truth to the public but how best to use the news to deceive the public into giving the fascist and his group more money or more power.”

—Henry A. Wallace, 33rd Vice President of the United States of America (1888 – 1965)
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“It is part of the price of leadership of this great and free nation to be the target of clever satirists.”

—Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America (1908 – 1973)
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“Before mass leaders seize the power to fit reality to their lies, their propaganda is marked by its extreme contempt for facts as such, for in their opinion fact depends entirely on the power of man who can fabricate it.”

—Hannah Arendt, German-American political theorist (1906 – 1975)
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“Propaganda is to a democracy what the bludgeon is to a totalitarian state.”

—Noam Chomsky, American linguist and political activist (b. 1928)
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“I’m not going to censor myself to comfort your ignorance.”

—Jon Stewart, American comedian and political commentator (b. 1962)

“No persons are more frequently wrong, than those who will not admit they are wrong.”

—François de La Rochefoucauld, French author (1613 – 1680)
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“A free press can of course be good or bad, but, most certainly, without freedom it will never be anything but bad.”

—Albert Camus, French existentialist author and playwright (1913 – 1960)
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“I have always been among those who believed that the greatest freedom of speech was the greatest safety, because if a man is a fool, the best thing to do is to encourage him to advertise the fact by speaking.”

—Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the United States of America (1856 – 1924)
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“Repetition does not transform a lie into a truth.”

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd President of the United States of America (1882 – 1945)
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“Truthiness is tearing apart our country, and I don’t mean the argument over who came up with the word. I don’t know whether it’s a new thing, but it’s certainly a current thing, in that it doesn’t seem to matter what facts are. It used to be, everyone was entitled to their own opinion, but not their own facts. But that’s not the case anymore. Facts matter not at all. Perception is everything.”
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“The dystopia described in George Orwell’s nearly
70-year-old novel 1984 suddenly feels all too familiar.”
—The New York Times
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