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      PART ONE

      
      AMERICA'S SECRET HERITAGE

      
        “American Democracy is part of a Universal Plan.”
      

      
        — Manly P. Hall
      

      
        Sure, we all know that America is the world's greatest republic, heralded as the land of the free and the home of the brave. But America is — and has been for thousands of years — considered by the ancient philosophers, our founding fathers, and modern pundits alike to be much, much more. Known by many arcane names — the New Atlantis, Utopia, even the Holy Grail — our nation is built on the ideas and ideologies of an amazing variety of religions, mystical traditions, and philosophies.
      

      
        From Pythagoras to the pyramids, astrology to the Illuminati, every aspect of our democracy bears evidence of these hidden influences. Let's take a closer look at our esoteric heritage and the ancient and obscure institutions that inform it. As we'll see, every influence, both ancient and modern, usually relates to Freemasonry, sooner or later, one way or another.
      

    

  
    
      CHAPTER 1

      
      YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS A SECRET AMERICA

      If there is one facet of the human experience that's attained the status of a very guilty American pleasure, it's our complete and unabashed passion for discovering the answers to secrets of any and every variety. While we all have our own fiercely protected personal secrets, there's nothing that piques our inherently curious national psyche quite so instantly as seeing or hearing these words: covert, confidential, classified, or secret.

      Culturally Intrigued

      In American culture, we're virtually consumed by a fervent need to know the truth; just exactly what is going on out there? American author Dan Brown's phenomenally bestselling works The Da Vinci Code and most recently The Lost Symbol exemplify by their very success our zeal for unraveling the riddles of American history and the effects they have on us today. Among our most widely read publications, magazines such as People and Us delve into the lives and habits of the famous “beautiful people,” the formerly famous but fallen from grace, and the far more infamous doings of ne'er-do-wells and outright criminals for the singular purpose of exposing their secrets. On the Internet, the wildly popular tell-all anonymous website, www.postsecret.com, ranks at number 3,200 on the web's most regularly visited sites. That's 3,200 out of a list of billions.

      FREEDOM AND INFORMATION

      Interestingly, one of the primary reasons we're so determined to delve into the mysterious side of life, be it religious, political, geographical, or historical in nature, is the simple fact that we have the basic freedoms to do so. While conspiracy theorists offer dire warnings of the dangers of getting too close to jealously guarded secrets and activities protected by various covert government agencies, the reality is that for the vast majority of us, we have every right to fearlessly poke into the dimmest corners of the shadowy world of Secret America.

      One of the most ironic twists in our determination to ferret out the truth centers quite directly on the broad influence that the fraternal order of Freemasons has had on our way of life and our various opinions about who is really pulling the national puppet strings. Although Freemasonry has proved to be the mother lode of vast and intricately complicated conspiratorial theories, the tenets of Freemasonry have also arguably provided the cornerstones of American religious freedoms, democracy, and symbiotic coexistence (see Chapter 5).

      BORN TO SECRECY

      One of America's most basic, and perhaps treasured, historical heritages is that this nation was created in virtual secrecy. Nearly 250 years ago the Founding Fathers met, conspired, plotted, planned, and then pulled the rug from beneath the British monarchy. During the earliest stages of the American Revolutionary War for independence in 1776, British military leaders made bets with one another as to which one would lead the battle to crush these rebellious upstarts, and how many months it would take to do it. By the time the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1783, Great Britain had taken a whipping that resounded throughout the world, and a new nation rejoiced. All of this successful — and rather shocking — political upheaval and rebirth was based on secrecy and conspiracy, and even today we still get a bit tingly at the very audacity and courage of our brilliantly furtive forefathers.

      Despite the relatively young age of the United States, we've inherited through the generations a virtual cornucopia of curiosities, some of which border on the downright diabolical. For example, do the streets and intersections of Washington, D.C., symbolize undisclosed Satanic beliefs of our forefathers? Do the words and phrasings of the U.S. Constitution convey the tenets of some nefarious Masonic plot? Is the Great Seal of the United States a treasured national icon, or does it instead signify a dastardly determination to inflict a “New World Order” on a blissfully unobservant society? That's some pretty heady stuff for any population to ponder.

      THE TURTH IS CLOSER THAN YOU KNOW

      It would seem only appropriate to quote the immortal words of modern-day X-Files sage Fox Mulder when he asserts, “The truth is out there.” That is precisely what we seek to explore in this mysterious little tome. What you're certain to find intriguing is what scholars, historians, and experts have to say about America's secrets and mysteries and what conspiracy theorists also surmise. What we endeavor to do is present to you divergent points of view so that you'll have a well-informed background of the secrets, lies, enigmas, and mysteries that all of us are so terminally curious about. Do the Illuminati really exist? Who was the mysterious man behind the Georgia Guidestones, sometimes called “America's Stonehenge”?

      Throughout the following chapters, we'll explore the concepts of national secrets, plots, and schemes, which are as old as mankind and are continually revived, refined, and redistributed — often with seemingly convincing evidence. Did George Washington, a renowned Freemason in his day, place his faith for the future of his young country in the mysterious “Great Architect”? Surprisingly, the answer is affirmative. Is the U.S. one-dollar bill rife with hidden Masonic symbolism? Maybe. Are there dozens of secretive organizations planning the destiny of the United States? Absolutely.

      A Fog of Fact and Fiction

      Above all, it must be said that the secrets and mysteries of our beloved nation are mired in a swirling fog of fact, fiction, controversy, supposition, flat-out untruths, and all measure of wild conspiracy theories. Of course, that's what makes the subject of American secrecy so enticing, and gives us the perfect opportunity to provide you with the best information possible on some of the most prominent and obscure American mysteries from the political to the paranormal. Considering the U.S. is still in its infancy — only two centuries old — it's amazing how many mysteries have been amassed, a fact that clearly makes us a nation of clandestine overachievers!

      The tools to discover the truth are out there, and the world of secrecy truly is our own clandestine oyster to open. That said, let's take a peek inside Chapter 2 and delve into the deepest recesses of our religious legacies. They go back further than you may think.

    

  
    
      CHAPTER 2

      
      THE SECRET RELIGIONS OF AMERICA

      If you think of America as a Christian nation, think again. What we think of as All-American symbols, philosophy, and theology boasts a host of ancient and esoteric influences — from the gods and goddesses of Ancient Greece to the mystical revelations of the Judaic discipline known as the Kabbalah. Let's take a look at these religions and their impact on us today and through the ages.

      One Nation under One God: Atenism

      The first monotheistic religion was not Judaism, as many people believe. It was actually Aten, an ancient religion founded by an Egyptian pharaoh who may have also been the first democrat.

      AKHENATEN: THE FIRST REAL AMERICAN

      Some believe that the first man to stand up for democracy was an ancient king named Amen-Hotep IV, Pharaoh of Egypt (1370–1353 BCE). This Pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty rejected the religion of his day and formed the monotheistic religion Atenism. He changed his name to Akhenaten, meaning “servant of Aten,” and overturned the existing polytheistic religion in favor of worshiping Aten, the Father represented by a solar disk, who is to his people as “the sun is to the stars.” The sun to the Egyptians represented the foundation of life itself, the symbol of Light, Truth, and Joy. Akhenaten led his kingdom with surprisingly tolerant policies based on peace and relative equality. The art of the time, which had previously depicted pharaohs in only formal and restricted poses, showed Akhenaten at home with his wife Nefertiti and their children.

      
        FROM AKHENATEN TO AMERICA

        The Rosicrucian Ancient and Mystical Order of the Rosy Cross, head-quartered in San Jose, California, claims Akhenaten as its founder.

      

      The Mystery Schools of Ancient Egypt

      In antiquity, the word mystery referred to a special gnosis, a secret wisdom. Mystery itself comes from the Greek mysterios, meaning secret. Thousands of years ago in ancient Egypt, select bodies or schools were formed to explore the mysteries of life and learn the fiercely guarded secrets of this hidden wisdom, which was verbally transmitted from teacher to student.

      In ancient days, the schools met in secluded chambers in magnificent old temples to initiate select candidates into the great mysteries. Later their mystical studies assumed a more closed character and were held exclusively in temples constructed for that purpose.

      BACK TO EGYPT

      Pharaoh Thutmose III, who ruled Egypt from 1500 to 1447 bce, organized the first esoteric school of initiates founded upon principles and methods that are still followed today. Decades later, Akhenaten was so inspired by the mystery teachings that, as we've seen, he spun Egypt's religion and philosophy into a completely new direction.

      THE MYSTERIES GROW

      Those ancient mystery schools flourished all across Asia, the Middle East, and Greece. The mysteries honored the local gods and goddesses. From Osiris and Isis of Egypt to Persephone and Dionysius of Greece, the stories shared the same themes of life, death, and rebirth. The stories have been passed down through the millennia and today are common knowledge, but the secret rites and rituals that allowed initiates to experience that life, death, and rebirth for themselves remain hidden. These rites and rituals — and their promise of enlightenment — have been wrapped in story and symbolism and kept close by secret societies ever since.

      
        THE PHARAOH LIVES IN CENTRAL PARK

        It's called Cleopatra's Needle, but in fact the seventy-one-foot, 244 ton obelisk in New York's Central Park was one of many built by Pharaoh Thutmose III during his reign. Two other “needles” stand in London and Paris, also built by Thutmose. When the obelisk was put in place in 1881, a Freemason Grand Master, Jesse B. Anthony, laid the cornerstone with a full Masonic ceremony.

      

      IT's ALL GREEK TO ME

      Many of the most renowned Classical philosophers — Thales, Pythagoras, and the Roman philosopher Plotinus, among others — journeyed to Egypt and were initiated into the mystery schools, then returned home to share their wisdom. These first written records of the mysteries formed the basis of the knowledge of many of the secret societies — from the Rosicrucian Order to the Freemasons.

      During the Carolingian Empire (742–814), the French scholar Arnaud introduced the mystical teachings into France, and from there they spread through much of Western Europe. Throughout medieval Europe, mystical knowledge was often necessarily couched in symbolism or disguised and hidden in the love songs of troubadours, the formularies of alchemists, the symbolical system known as the Qabala, and the rituals of Orders of Knighthood.

      
        LONG LIVE ANCIENT MYSTERIES

        The Ancient Mysteries refer to a body of secret knowledge that enables its practitioners to tap into their true potential, to access those parts of their brains that have gone unused. This knowledge was only passed to enlightened Adepts who were worthy of the knowledge and who pledged to keep it from becoming common knowledge where it might have been misused by the uninitiated. Almost every ancient society believed that an elite group of spiritual seekers had access to ancient knowledge that they could then use to obtain mystical or god-like powers. In each society, elite members would have to be worthy of being trusted with these Ancient Mysteries and would go through an initiation process to join the elite group.

      

      While much of medieval Europe lay in darkness, the highly advanced Arab civilization preserved and protected its mystical teachings through texts translated directly from the great libraries of the ancient world, such as Egypt's Alexandria Library. The contents of these philosophy, medicine, mathematics, and alchemy texts were later transmitted to Europe by way of the Arabs.

      The Eleusinian Mysteries

      The most famous — even infamous — of the Ancient Mysteries may be the Eleusinian Mysteries, which date back to 1600 BCE. These initiation ceremonies, which celebrated Demeter, her daughter Persephone, and the coming of Spring after Winter, flourished for more than 2,000 years, spreading all the way to Rome. Luminaries from Plato to Cicero lauded the power and beauty of the Mysteries, which in the tradition of these ceremonies offered the promise of enlightenment, transformation, and — ultimately — immortality. This promise was acted out in three stages of consciousness:

      1. Dromena, the things done

      2. Legomena, the things said

      3. Deiknymena, the things shown

      This elevation of consciousness is the reward that awaits participants in these Mysteries.

      SEX, DRUGS, AND SPRING ROLLS AROUND

      Although all initiates were sworn to a secrecy rarely breached, later reports by Christians, who considered themselves not bound to such oaths, as well as scholarly and archeological discoveries have led some scholars to believe that the Eleusinian Mysteries included the consumption of psychoactive agents. This would certainly help explain the rapidly altered states of consciousness experienced by those participants in the Mysteries. There is also some evidence that the ceremonies included “venerated congress of the hierophant with the priestess,” at least according to the appalled fourth-century bishop Asterius. No surprise there, since the Eleusinian Mysteries were a celebration of the cycle of life, as symbolized by the changing seasons. According to myth, Persephone, daughter of Demeter, the goddess of crops, was abducted by Hades, lord of the Underworld. Distraught, Demeter wandered the Earth, searching for her daughter. Crops withered and died, and the world became a cold and bleak place. At last, Zeus persuaded Hades to reunite Persephone with her mother. However, the daughter had eaten six pomegranate seeds in the Underworld, and thus her return could only be temporary. During the spring and summer she lives above ground, and Demeter, in her joy, permits vegetation and crops to flourish. Then, for six months, Persephone must return to the Underworld, and her mother mourns her absence, plunging the world into winter.

      WHAT REMAINS

      The initiates into the Eleusinian Mysteries were sworn to secrecy under penalty of death. So the Eleusinian Mysteries remain for the most part mysterious. That said, the transformation of consciousness and the promise of immortality are as relevant today as they were thousands of years ago. And the secret societies that insist they are the torchbearers of this ancient wisdom may be our keys to divinity.

      
        THE COMING APOCALYPSE

        The word apocalypse means to unveil or to reveal. One could interpret the Book of Revelation to mean that there will be a revealation, the unveiling of great wisdom and truths that will bring an end to the world as we know it.

      

      Pythagoras: God Is in the Numbers

      
        “Know thyself.”
      

      
        — Pythagoras
      

      Sure, you know the ancient Greek mathematician Pythagoras gave us the Pythagorean theorem we all learned in high school, but Pythagoras was also a man of faith who started his own cult inspired by the Ancient Mysteries. His disciples were sworn to secrecy on pain of death. He also believed in reincarnation, and his followers were vegetarians.

      Rather than suggest that the basic stuff of reality was an element of nature, Pythagoras proposed that life was a numbers game. He taught that everything could be explained through mathematical theorems and formulae.

      
        GET A CLUE!

        The English occultist and mathematician John Dee created a magical script, which consisted of Pythagorean geometry and mathematical symbols, that was later adopted by a number of fraternities to code secrets. «

      

      THE MAGIC SQUARE

      The Pythagoreans may have a point in that there's something magical about numbers and what they can do. Believed to have originated in China, India, and Arabia more than 4,000 years ago, magic squares are an example of mathematical magic.

      Magic squares consist of a series of numbers in a grid in which all the numbers in each row, column, and diagonal add up to the same number, known as “the magic constant.” They can be constructed from 3×3 upwards. For each size, the constant remains fixed. For a 3×3, it is 15; for a 4×4 is it 34; and so on. For a 3×3, there is only one conceivable arrangement; for a 4×4, there are 880 possibilities. For example, here's a simple 3×3 magic square:

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      In this example, all the numbers in all the columns add up to 15. The Renaissance artist Albrecht Dürer, who could never resist showing off his own cleverness, created a magic square in his engraving Melencholia, seen on the pillar behind the central figure. In Dürer's square, not only do the rows, columns, and diagonals equal 34, but so do the 2×2 squares in each of the four corners and the 2×2 square at the center of the grid. In his grid, the two middle numbers in the bottom rows (15 and 14) are the date the engraving was produced, while the numbers on either side (4 and 1) are a shortcut for his name (4=D and 1=A).

      
        Here is Dürer's square.
      

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      In this square, each column as well as each diagonal adds up to 34. In addition, each of the 2×2 squares that form the four quadrants of the larger square also add up to 34. The four small squares at the corners of the large square (16, 13, 1, 4) add up to … you guessed it! 34.

      
        THE SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS

        Numbers have a multiplicity of meaning in mythology:

        Two: Duality (the sun and the moon; men and women; night and day; light and darkness; hot and cold; yin and yang)

        Three: The trilogy of life (mind, body, spirit; birth, life, death; past, present, future; beginning, middle, end)

        Four: Stability and the grounded and contained nature of all things (four seasons; four directions; four elements; four cycles of the moon)

        Seven: The relationship between man and god (the world was created in seven days; there are seven deadly sins; seven heavens; seven stages of initiation)

        Eight: Eternity (ecliptic or projection of the path of the sun through the Zodiac; for Freemasons the path of initiation)

        Thirteen: Despite some negative connotations for the number 13, perhaps because Judas Iscariot was the thirteenth person to arrive at the Last Supper, it can also have positive symbolism. There are thirteen lunar months in the year (with a small error), which led the Maya and the Hebrews to consider 13 as auspicious. In medieval theology, 13 reduces to 10 + 3, which equals the ten commandments plus the trinity, giving the number its positive aspects.

      

      THE TETRACTYS

      In addition to Magic Squares, the Pythagoreans were interested in something called the Tetractys. This is ten points or dots arranged in the shape of a pyramid, the base of the pyramid being four points in a row.

      
        GET A CLUE!

        According to Dan Brown's novel The Lost Symbol, the legendary Masonic pyramid atop the George Washington Monument is described as enormous, with a tip forged of solid gold. Without its tip, it becomes an unfinished pyramid symbolizing that man's quest to rise to his full potential is constantly a work in progress. This is the symbol on our dollar bill, representing our unfulfilled destiny and the work yet to be done.«

      

      Pythagoras's followers believed the Tetractys had mystical powers and represented the mathematical nature of reality. The apex of the pyramid was a singularity or zero dimensions; the next layer was a line between two points (one dimension); the third was a flat triangle shape of width and breadth but no height (two dimensions); while the fourth layer introduced the three-dimensional world in which we live.

      Some have said that the Tetractys influenced Kabbalist writings. Others suggest that it's connected to the mystical rite of Tarot cards. In any case, it shows the importance the image of the pyramid played in early Greek thought.

      
        GET A CLUE!

        Gold and silver are very powerful symbols. American currency was, for many years on the Gold Standard, though in 1896 orator William Jennings Bryan fulminated against it, crying out, “You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold!”

        The ancients considered gold magical. It has also been an almost universal symbol of the sun, representing illumination and immortality. Ancient Egyptians believed that gold held tangible presence of the gods; Aztecs viewed gold as the sun god's excrement; Chinese Taoists viewed it as the essence of heaven.

        Silver typically represents the moon or feminine energy. It is associated with virginity, and with being silver-tongued or eloquent. Christians bestowed a negative connotation based on the connection of thirty pieces of silver paid to Judas for Christ's betrayal. That did not, however, stop the casting of many beautiful silver Christian ornaments.«

      

      Hermetism: We Are All Connected

      
        “As above, so below.”
      

      
        — The Emerald Tablet, Hermes Trismegistus
      

      The Emerald Tablet was one of the works found in the Hermetica, a set of religious and philosophical writings that came to light in Egypt in the second century. These works are attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, who some believe was a contemporary of Moses. Others believe he represents the fusion of the Egyptian god Thoth and the Greek god Hermes, who shared associations with magic, medicine, prophecy, and the Moon.

      
        GEORGE WASHINGTON's APRON

        When George Washington laid the cornerstone of the Capitol building on September 18, 1793, in full Masonic regalia, he was wearing an apron embroidered by Madame Lafayette. On this apron were two columns representing the pillars from the Temple of Solomon. According to legend, the pillars were lost after the Flood — and years afterward, Pythagoras found one, and Hermes Trismegistus found the other.

      

      Hermetics believed that man was born of God and that with proper study, meditation, and initiation, people could return to that divine state — becoming one with God and with all things.

      This belief is echoed in the Bible, and in Gnosticism, an early form of Christian mysticism. This view was later deemed heresy by the Catholic Church, and the Hermeticists were largely driven underground for hundreds of years. They re-emerged during the Renaissance, which ushered in a new interest in Hermeticism — and its cultural influences are still seen today, from the Rosicrucians to The Lost Symbol.

      
        GET A CLUE!

        Often Freemasons will have a meditation room or sacred space where they can seek spiritual sanctuary, privacy for contemplation. Chambers of reflection are common in Masonic lodges, but some may also set aside a space in their homes.

        Some Masons will inscribe the word Vitriol on a wall in their Chamber of Reflection. It's a Latin acronym for the Masonic meditative mantra: Visita interiora terrae, rectificando invenies occultum lapidem. Visit the interior of the earth, and by rectifying, you will find the hidden stone.«

      

      THE OCCULTISM CONNECTION

      The origins of Western occultism can be traced back to the Hermetica texts, which date back to the first century ad. These texts, which are dialogues between various gods, embrace the duality of matter and spirit and the idea that man can achieve salvation through knowledge rather than faith. The Hermetica belief system taught that man is an immortal spirit captured in a mortal body and that man could achieve liberation, or reunion with God, by learning to understand his own nature.

      
        THE PHILOSOPHER's STONE

        The Philosopher's Stone is a mysterious object that alchemists believed could turn base metals such as lead into gold. Scientist and alchemist Sir Isaac Newton believed that the secret to the Philosopher's Stone was in The Emerald Tablet. Newton translated the work into English himself from the Latin Tabula Smaragdina, hop-ingto decode its secrets. Alchemists believed that the red powder from the Philosopher's Stone was the key ingredient needed to turn lead into gold.

      

      Based on Greek and Egyptian Hermetic literature, occultist initiates always take a journey governed by medieval planetary or zodiacal symbols. The understanding of these symbols, however, is never explained to the neophyte. Instead the understanding must come from within the person making the journey and interpreting the symbols in relation to his or her unique journey.

      Hermetic beliefs influenced the authors of the Bible. For instance, the Hermetic liturgy reads, “I in thee and thou in me.” In the Gospel According to John 17:21 we find, “Thou, Father, art in me and I in thee.”

      Light and Truth: Mithraism

      From the first through the fourth century ad there was one dominant religion on the European continent, a “mystery” cult called Mithraism. For more than two centuries this religion proved to be a powerful rival to Christianity. Throughout Europe and Asia, Mithras was called by many names, but he is commonly known as the Persian god of light and truth, who is often associated with the sun.

      According to legend, Mithras came down to Earth to gather his followers into an army. In a cave, he engaged in a battle against a fierce bull, which took the physical form of the Spirit of All Evil. After defeating the bull, Mithras returned to the heavens to judge the dead and lead the righteous. In Mithraic art, he is usually shown sitting atop a bull, a knife in hand, often depicted with other animals. (In other depictions, Mithras is sometimes shown with the god of the Sun.)

      Mithraism was an exclusive religion (that is, its followers did not believe in other religions), replete with symbolism, ritual, and rich ties to the astronomical world. Ironically, the Christians of the day compared Mithraism to their own doctrines and, having judged them to be similar, deduced that the Mithraics were a religion created by Satan for the purpose of leading souls astray.

      So hated were the Mithraics by the Christians that when the latter finally overpowered the cult, they annihilated everything associated with the religion, in fact rebuilding on the destroyed shrines. Only a few underground shrines survived and still exist in Europe.

      TWO OF A KIND

      Curiously, Mithraism and Freemasonry seem to have a lot in common. Like the Freemasons, the Mithraic cult was comprised solely of men. While Freemasons have three main degrees or levels of entry, Mithraism's followers separated into seven “grades.” Each of these grades had a symbolic ceremony in which initiates spoke vows, were baptized, and continued on to the next grade. Each level imparted more knowledge to followers and brought them a step closer to Mithras. It has been speculated that these practices were very much in line with the rituals and ceremonies of Masonry.

      Mithraics gathered in a cavern-shaped meeting place called a mithreum in deference to Mithras's legendary cave battle with the formidable bull. Mithreums, like Masonic lodges, had a president and a full range of presiding officers. Its membership was greatly varied in terms of class, but both slaves and men of liberty were afforded the same considerations and entrusted duties of equal accord.

      SYMBOLIC SYMETRY

      Symbolism was of great importance to the Mithraics, as they never recorded in writing any of their secrets or rituals. Freemasonry shares many of these common symbols — the sun, moon, stars, globes, and a ladder with seven rungs that symbolizes the ascension of a candidate to higher degrees. This is much like the seven-rung ladder used in Craft rituals.

      The astronomical symbols are of particular interest. In Mithraism, the seven grades are symbolic of the seven planets (Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, and the sun and moon). The bull Mithras slays is representative of Taurus, and the other animals often shown with him translate to other signs of the zodiac and, subsequently, the constellations. Ancients looked to the stars and sun in order to track the equinoxes and summer and winter solstices. In addition to his other heavenly duties, Mithras oversaw the changing of the seasons and heaven's movement. His slaying of the bull denotes the coming equinox.

      Another commonality between Mithraism and Freemasonry is the symbolic death used in their respective rituals. The Mithraics used the legend of Mithras slaying the bull and representations of death and resurrection in their ceremonies, much the same way the Freemasons use the Legend of Hiram Abiff (see Chapter 4).

      While much time and effort has been devoted to the study of these two disciplines, no one has been able to make a definitive connection between them. The possibility that Freemasonry descended from Mithraism is fascinating, but it remains a speculation.

      Bullish on America

      Here are some of the clues that reveal the cultural impact of the Mithraic mystery cult on our culture and society:

      
        	
          Wall Street's Bull Market

        

        	
          The “Eye of Taurus” on the Great American Seal

        

        	
          George Washington Masonic Memorial

        

        	
          The Seven Steps of Freemasonry

        

        	
          The Seven Liberal Arts of Freemasonry

        

      

      Judaism and the Temple of Solomon

      The influence of the Judeo-Christian tradition on the United States has never been in doubt — but the secret impact of Judaism on America is less often acknowledged. The Freemasons trace the origins of their Craft back to King Solomon — and this reveals itself in myriad ways.

      
        GET A CLUE!

        A system using symbols to invoke spirits that man can use to attain self-knowledge and ultimately a full spiritual evolution is known as The Key of Solomon from the fourteenth-century book from which it's derived. The book was quite possibly influenced by Kabbalistic rituals, which may have had their origins in magical practices of Greek and Rome. The practitioner dons special garments and draws or stands upon a mandala-like symbol representing his body, mind, and soul. To his right or left is a triangular shape. Through a series of complex invocations, he is able to draw spirits to him and thus liberate his own soul. «

      

      One of Freemasonry's alleged origins dates back to the building of Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem from 970 to 931 bce. Considered by both the Bible and the Torah as the first official temple in the Holy City, it was a massive undertaking that required thousands of men, enormous resources, and the skills of many master craftsmen.

      It is said that King Solomon, son of David and Bathsheba, was in dire need of a master artisan and consulted one of his friends, Hiram, the king of Tyre, to see if he could offer such a man to work on the great temple. Eager to help build a house of God, the Tyrian king dispatched his master workman, a skilled artist named Hiram Abiff. Abiff, according to some legends, was not only a great architect but he became the lover of Bathsheba. Out of jealousy, Solomon connived at his murder by three ruffians, an event that has passed into Masonic legend. We'll discuss this more in a later chapter.

      
        SOLOMON's QUARRIES

        Also known as Zedekiah's Cave, Solomon's Quarries is a five-acre underground meleke limestone quarry that runs the length of five city blocks under the Muslim Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem. It was carved over a period of several thousand years and is a remnant of the biggest quarry in Jerusalem, having once stretched all the way from Jeremiah's Grotto and the Garden Tomb — according to Protestant tradition the site of Jesus' burial — to the walls of the Old City. The Freemasons of Israel hold an annual ceremony in Zedekiah's Cave, and they consider it one of the most revered sites in their history. (Masonic ritual claims that King Solomon was their first Grand Master, and some Freemasons feel that the cave is definitely Solomon's Quarry.)

        Since the 1860s, Israeli Freemasons have been holding ceremonies in the cave. From the days of the British Mandate in the 1920s, the cave was used for the ceremony of Mark Master Masons. Although this practice was temporarily suspended between the years 1948 and 1968, the impressive ceremony of the consecration of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Israel was commenced again in the spring of 1969, and ever since then the Mark degree has been performed in the caves on the average of once a year.

      

      Solomon Lives On in America

      Evidence of King Solomon's faith and wisdom are all around us, in both our past and our present as a nation.

      
        	
          Benjamin Franklin edited and printed James Anderson's The Constitutions of the Free-Masons, the first book of Masonic rituals and secrets to be published in America, which featured a detailed description of the Temple of Solomon.

        

        	
          American Masonic rituals are inspired by Hiram Abiff and the Temple of Solomon.

        

        	
          The Seal of Solomon, also known as the Star of David, is a six-pointed star found on every U.S. dollar bill.

        

      

      Kabbalism

      Just as Christianity has had Gnosticism, a body of secret, forbidden knowledge within the context of the Christian faith, so Judaism has had the Kabbalah. (A roughly similar tradition, Sufism, exists in Islam.)

      Kabbalism uses the Torah as a tool to explore deeper issues of humans' understanding of themselves and their place in the universe. While it is difficult to know the historical origins of Kabbalism with absolute certainty, discovered texts indicate that it surfaced in the late 1100s in southern France in the area of Provence and soon spread to northern Spain.

      Much of Kabbalistic literature has been transmitted orally rather than through print. Many Kabbalistic texts are heavily encoded with symbolic language. They are also often written with many thoughts unfinished. Quotations are given in fragments, just enough to make them recognizable to those familiar with the traditional sources.

      Kabbalists hope to use various techniques to break out of conventional ways of seeing the world. Our standard way of perceiving the world is by seeing with “our physical eyes” instead of seeing with our “spiritual eyes.” Viewing the world using our “spiritual eyes” is an important goal for Kabbalists.

      
        99 PERCENT CLUELESS

        According to the Kabbalah Centre in Los Angeles, what we as unenlightened humans perceive as reality in truth represents only 1 percent of reality. By studying the Kabbalah, we can access the ancient wisdom that allows us to understand the other 99 percent.

      

      The Kabbalah in La La Land

      The mysteries of the Kabbalah are as sought after today as they were 2,000 years ago. Celebrities of every denomination have made the mystical Jewish tradition a chic course of study, particularly at the famous — some would say infamous — Kabbalah Centre in Los Angeles. The beautiful people known to have associated with the Centre include:

      
        	
          Lindsay Lohan

        

        	
          Roseanne Barr

        

        	
          Sandra Bernhard

        

        	
          Ashton Kutcher

        

        	
          Demi Moore

        

        	
          Mick Jagger

        

        	
          Jerry Hall

        

        	
          Lucy Liu

        

        	
          Rosie O'Donnell

        

        	
          Naomi Campbell

        

        	
          Donna Karan

        

        	
          Britney Spears

        

        	
          David and Victoria Beckham

        

        	
          Paris Hilton

        

        	
          Nicole Richie

        

        	
          Zac Efron

        

      

      The Wisdom of the Ages … Not Quite Lost to Antiquity

      All of these traditions — the sources of the Ancient Mysteries and wisdom — could have been lost forever when Rome fell and the Dark Ages settled over Europe. But thanks to such zealous groups as the Illuminati, the Knights Templar, and the Rosicrucians, some of the answers to man's greatest questions have survived in one form or another. And remnants of them survive to the present day in America. In the next chapter, we'll examine those secret societies dedicated to the preservation of the Ancient Mysteries, no matter what the cost.

    

  
    
      CHAPTER 3

      
      THE SECRET HISTORY OF AMERICA

      All of the adepts, philosophers, prophets, and scholars from ancient to modern times are united in their unrelenting search for truth, wisdom, and — ultimately — the divine. However disparate, these groups share one goal: to acquire and protect the knowledge needed to make the world a sacred place of equality and enlightenment for all.

      This quest has made for some interesting history on the way to the United States of America as we know her today.
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