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Endpaper: From the Greg Martin Americana Collection. An elaborate Buffalo Bill Cody saddle, by G. H. & J. S. Collins, Omaha, Nebraska, serves as centerpiece for a potpourri of Western memorabilia and arms. At top left, the Stevens 10-gauge double-barrel shotgun used by Wyatt Earp and Wells Fargo special agent Fred Dodge, number 927; to its right, Buffalo Bill’s engraved Savage .32 automatic, number 33177. Above and to the right, the Captain Jack Crawford Winchester Model 1873 .22, presented to him by the factory, number 499609. Beneath Captain Jack’s rifle is the most elaborate badge known from the West, in various colors of gold, and inscribed to Sacramento Police Chief Oliver Cowdery Jackson, March 13,1885. At center left, a gold-plated and Ulrich-engraved Marlin Model 97 .22 lever-action rifle used by Annie Oakley, number 288890. Below and at left, the Texas Jack Omohundro S&W American, a presentation by him to the Earl of Dunraven, engraved on the backstop Earl Dunraven/from Texas Jack, number 4868. To its left, a gold watch presented to Sheriff Pat Garrett for killing Billy the Kid, the fob with gold star badge inscribed: PAT F. GARRETT/SHERIFF/DONAANA CO./N.M. Badge at right also Garrett’s, of gold, and inscribed on the back To/Pat Garrett/with the best/Regards of/A. J. Fountain/1881.

At lower left, Indian flintlock trade musket of exceptional quality, decorated with silver and brass, c. 1820. Model 1878 Colt Frontier revolver below, number 33233, was made by the factory for Captain Jack Crawford and is inscribed on the backstop Presented to Capt. Jack Crawford/by the Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Mfg. Co. Pair of Williamson deringers at lower left, numbers 4808 and 4811, are similar to pistol carried by Wild Bill Hickok. Half-plate ambrotype of Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer at left center never previously illustrated.

At top right, the Winchester Model 1892 .44-40 carbine with large-loop cocking lever used by Chuck Connors in The Rifleman, number 985658. Beneath is a Michael Price San Francisco Bowie knife, mounted in ivory and gold, with silver scabbard. Below, the left-handed Sharps Model 1853 Sporting Rifle, made by the factory for exhibition purposes and richly engraved by Gustave Young; shown at the Paris Universal Exposition of 1856. Below at right, a Smith & Wesson Schofield .45 revolver, made for Wells Fargo & Co., and marked on the barrel W.F. & CO EX. 1878. Beneath at right, the oil painting of W.F & Co. bulldog “Guarding the Goods,” by J. Walcom, San Francisco, 1885 (12 by 14 inches). Colt Model 1862 Police revolver at left has cut-down barrel and is inscribed Wells, Fargo & Co. on backstop, number 39251. Revolvers and painting rest on rare Wells Fargo Mug Book of the 1860s-70s, showing California desperadoes. California gold quartz watch, chain, and fob from gold rush era, to left of bulldog painting. Beneath, a presentation-inscribed, ivorygripped dragoon-size pepperbox by Allen & Co., number 37, dated 1849 and inscribed to soldier of fortune William Walker by his friends of the Boston & Maine Railroad. At right center, Annie Oakley’s J. Stevens presentation target rifle, with gold-plated and engraved frame, number 25640. Annie’s show belt is draped across the barrel. Rifle below is the Kickapoo Indian presentation .22 Colt Lightning, deluxe-engraved and finished in half nickel and gold, number 10570. Below Annie’s photograph is Stagecoach King Ben Holladay’s Winchester Model 1866 rifle, inscribed with his name and Ulrich-engraved, number 38586. Beneath is a California Bowie knife, with silver hilt and scabbard, made in San Francisco, engraved on the scabbard with the inscription Presented by/Mr. lthamar Witing/to/Capt. Jeremiah S. Silva,/while in Command of Sloop Velos,/on the Sacramento River,/California. (Douglas Sandberg photograph)






Frontispiece: Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer, with scouts and white interpreter, two years before the “Last Stand” at the Little Bighorn. Pointing at the map on the general’s lap is Bloody Knife, Custer’s chief scout. Remington rolling-block rifle, Bowie knife, and Colt Single Action revolvers carefully positioned for camera. Two of Custer’s hunting dogs reclined comfortably. At left, nickel-plated Colt Single Action (echoing those of the scouts) rests on period holster Indian hunting knife, with well-worn blade, accompanied by beaded scabbard. Flintlock trade musket shows evidence of considerable use in Indian hands. Photograph positioned on rare unexposed daguerreotype plate, of silver-plated copper. (Peter Beard photograph)
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Charles Schreyvogel at his easel, imaging the American West Costumed as a cavalryman, the model posed on the artist’s Hoboken, New Jersey, apartment rooftop (1903). The revolver was the classic Colt Peacemaker, the de rìguer handgun for the vast majority of Western action paintings.



INTRODUCTION

The American West: an adventure, a way of life, a spirit, and a time and place symbolized around the world by the cowboy, the frontiersman, and the gunfighter, and by their arms. Among the latter are chiefly the Colt Peacemaker revolver and the Winchester Model 1873 rifle. These “peacemakers,” and thousands more “shooting irons” are also captivating props playing before countless millions of Wild West buffs in the arena, on stage and the radio, in the cinema and on television.

Historian Frederick Jackson Turner stated that the three major tools in the development of America were the plow, the axe, and the gun. Plows and axes do not make for colorful or intriguing collector’s items, but the gun has a magnetic, magical attraction and has captivated the hearts and minds of aficionados around the world since the days the Great Western Adventure began.

Many a history-maker of the West itself had an infatuation with firearms and other weaponry. The affection and care devoted to trusty arms sometimes led to anointing favorites with nicknames: “Lucretia Borgia” for Buffalo Bill Cody’s trusty buffalo rifle, “Sam Colt” for artist George Catlin’s tried-and-true Paterson Colt revolving rifle, and the “Widow” for scout and showman Texas Jack Omohundro’s Plains rifle. Countless diaries, letters, and other documents—and thousands of surviving period photographs—attest to the importance of these peacemakers. Often arms proved to be instruments of life insurance, whether or not they bore out the frontier poem about the Colt:

Do not be afraid of any man,

no matter what his size,

just call on me in time of need,

and I will equalize.




Among early collectors of arms were Buffalo Bill Cody, Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer and General Nelson A. Miles, Captain Jack Crawford, Colonel Samuel Colt, Oliver Winchester, and Theodore Roosevelt.

And while the West was nearing the end of the trail, Thomas Edison’s motion pictures gave to our culture a fresh entertainment medium in which some of the West’s players became stars in the fictionalizing of the great saga. A few of these stars had also played key roles in yet another phenomenon: Wild West shows. Still later, radio and talking pictures were joined by television. Through it all, scarcely a Western program was presented without arms as important elements of the entertainment.

Generations of arms collectors have been weaned on such programming. With the dawn of the video industry, collecting Westerns has become an international pursuit—and many enthusiasts would agree that not a few of the best films in the genre have been done in modern times, despite liberties taken with reality, and skyrocketing production costs.

Like millions of devotees, the author grew up immersed in Westerns. First, the Saturday matinees of Gene Autry and Roy Rogers, Johnny Mack Brown and Monte Hale. Then the TV with the tried-and-true matinee heroes, plus the Lone Ranger, James Arness and Gunsmoke, Bonanza, Rawhide, ad infinitum, and simultaneously with such films as Shane (Alan Ladd), Winchester ’73 (James Stewart), and Rio Bravo (John Wayne).

Researching The Peacemakers has been a great adventure for the author: firearms and their accessories (knives particularly) were so necessary in the Western saga that many have become icons. The fascination of millions of Americans to arms of the West is an understandable phenomenon, for the art and craftsmanship, history, mechanics, and romance are unequaled by any other artifact associated with the West. Further, most of the objects are of American manufacture, and thus are part of our national pride. Our culture created what came to be termed as the “American system of manufacture,” and it was the firearms industry that was the principal creator. It should also be noted that the vast majority of firearms were devoted to positive uses. As in today’s society, the “good guys” vastly outnumber the “bad guys,” notwithstanding the preponderance of media coverage that bad news is given versus good.

The author is hopeful that the extraordinary appeal of these peacemakers, the arms of the American West—and of their adventurous users—transcends the pages of the present book and instills a feeling of respect and admiration for the positive contributions of America’s extraordinary pioneer spirit, and the spirit of respect and admiration which is an underlying factor in the production of the vast majority of Western entertainment.

—R. L. Wilson
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(Chapter 1 Opener) Ponca chief Standing Bear led his tribe in peaceful resistance to white injustice after forcible removal from their Nebraska homeland to an unwanted reservation in 1877. After suffering from mistreatment and neglect at the hands of federal agents, the Ponca’s plight became known through newspaper articles; conscientious whites worked on their behalf. In 1879, Standing Bear and his people were returned to land in northern Nebraska. The winter 1879–80 tour of the East, recorded here in a poignant photograph taken in Washington, D.C., led to public pressure to improve government treatment of all Indian peoples. Standing Bear’s passive resistance was in marked contrast to the armed response of most tribes. Silver peace medals (honoring “peace and friendship”) bore President’s bust on obverse, were useful government gifts to Indians.


CHAPTER 1

INDIANS: ARMS AND
THE FIRST AMERICANS

The Emperor Napoleon’s sale of the Louisiana Territory played a vital role in the westward expansion of the youthful United States. This signal event symbolized the shift in power from France, Spain, and Great Britain to the fledging nation, and was the beginning of the end of Indian domination of the American West.

Slowly but surely, the tribes of the West would be crushed into submission. First came the explorers, the missionaries, the entrepreneurs—Spaniards and Russians, French and English, and the Americans. The dawn of the nineteenth century saw the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804–06), followed by Zebulon Pike, and soon the near-legendary mountain men. Slowly but surely, the cornucopia of the Great West opened to reveal a wealth in natural resources and grandeur that was an irresistible magnet to Easterners and to emigrants and adventurers from around the world.

Against this onslaught the Indian was doomed. His traditional weapons—the war club, tomahawk, lance, and bow and arrow—were fearsome at close range, but a poor match for the white man’s muskets, rifles, pistols, and even cannon.

Native American ingenuity and access to new weapons led to an improvement in arms and equipment for fighting and hunting, but never in a sufficiently organized, effective sense.

Superior firepower, and sheer numbers, would prevail. Although the Indian tribes had the advantage of knowing their habitat intimately, that in time was negated by the force of arms and men of the U.S. Army and in the organized and well-armed masses of pioneers. Mountain men and traders, their numbers limited, were dependent on an uncanny sense of self-preservation. Many were inclined to take up Indian ways to save their fur trade, and themselves.

[image: images]

Detail from later image.
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Sioux bow, of self or single-peice construction, with bow and quiver case, beaded buffalo horn used for warpoint; c. 1880s. Bows and arrows present difficulty in dating since they changed little over generations.
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Sioux possible bag, c. 1880. With selection of Plains Indian hunting arrows.
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Hunting buffaloes with white wolf skins as camouflage. Watercolor by George Catlin, c. 1840. How an Indian might shoot a buffalo from horseback with a muzzle-loading rifle was described by Solomon Carvalho, who accompanied John Charles Frémont’s expedition of 1853–54: “A Delaware Indian [sited in Kansas], in hunting buffaloes, when near enough to shoot, rests his rifle on his saddle, balances himself in the stirrup on one leg; the other is thrown over the rifle to steady it. He then leans on one side, until his eye is on a level with the object, takes a quick sight and fires while riding at full speed, rarely missing his mark, and seldom chasing one animal further than a mile.”

“War Now. War Forever.”

The Shawnee warrior Tecumseh was a forceful advocate of Indian resistance. With his brother, Tenskwatawa, a coalition of Midwestern tribes was organized. Tecumseh set the stage for resistance to the white man, a long-playing tragedy which would dominate much of the nineteenth century: “Burn their dwellings. Destroy their stock. The red people own the country.” He went on to call for “War now. War forever. War upon the living. War upon the dead; dig up their corpses from the grave; our country must give no rest to a white man’s bones.”

Tecumseh’s forces, the Creek Confederacy, numbered upward of 15,000 warriors. The death of Tecumseh and ultimate defeat of the Creeks, signified by the Treaty of Ghent (ending the War of 1812), were the death knells of Indian nationalism. After 1815, the Indian’s fate was sealed. Western Indians would fight on, but resistance by the last Indian tribes would effectively be quelled by 1890.

What had taken the white newcomers some 200 years east of the Mississippi would require only about a century west of the Mississippi. Thomas Jefferson, who was sympathetic to the Indians’ plight, had anticipated hundreds of years for the process.

Spain’s sale of her American property and claims east of the Mississippi (1819) added to the U.S. grip on the West. William Henry Harrison represented popular sentiment when he said: “Is one of the fairest portions of the globe to remain in a state of nature, the haunt of a few wretched savages, when it seems destined by the Creator to a large population and to be the seat of civilization?”

A policy of forced removal saw such scandalous events as the “Trail of Tears,” along which some 15,000 Cherokees were forcibly moved, most on foot, from Georgia to Oklahoma. It is estimated that as many as 1,500 died in the trek, overseen by troops under General Winfield Scott. Other tribes were also forcibly removed into the West. Often tribes native to the new areas were hostile toward the interlopers and opposed them by the same violent means used against whites.

Pre–Civil War Indian hostilities in the West were of such breadth and scope that they are not easily categorized. Post–Civil War encounters are another matter: these were the wars of the Great Plains and adjacent Texas and the Rocky Mountains, the great Southwest of New Mexico, Arizona, and environs, and the Northwest.
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Catlin pen-and-ink drawing, in which bows and arrows, war clubs, lances, tomahawks, and knives are all in hand. Scalp, held aloft at lower right.
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The Pursuit, by Currier & Ives, 1856. The red man’s lance versus the single-shot pistol of the frontiersman, also armed with a half-stock plains rifle.
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Nostalgic Cheyennes Among the Buffalo, crayon-and-ink drawing from ledger sketchbook by Montana-Wyoming Indian, done while incarcerated in Florida, c. 1880. A handful of such books are known; this one is from collection of Brigadier General E. D. Townsend, who retired from Army at about time drawings were made.

Changes in the federal government’s Indian policy during the nineteenth century were influenced by such factors as rapid westward movement of population, added U.S. territories, the California gold rush and California’s statehood, and the development of the Overland Trail. Moving the Indians out of the way led to forced containment on reservations. To say that the majority of negotiated treaties were unfair to the Indians is an understatement. The attempted containment on reservations was a major cause of Indian resistance.

The Civil War offered a glimpse of hope to the Indians, and 15,000 fought on the side of the Confederate States of America. About 3,000 were recruited to fight for the Union. The Confederacy made some concessions to the Indians, while the preoccupation of the Union forces dealing with the South allowed several uprisings in Western areas where troop strengths were reduced. Over 500 settlers in Minnesota were killed in an uprising by the Sioux, led by Chief Little Crow. In response, General John Pope (recently defeated at Second Bull Run) launched a campaign summed up by such statements as “It is my purpose utterly to exterminate the Sioux if I have the power to do so.” They were “to be treated as maniacs or wild beasts, and by no means as people with whom treaties or compromises can be made.” Thirty-eight of the Indians were executed: 303 had been condemned to hang, but most had their sentences commuted by a compassionate President Lincoln.

A second uprising during the Civil War was by the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes of the Colorado Territory, in response to gold and silver mining begun in the 1850s. Hostilities by the Indians led to the infamous Sand Creek Massacre of 1864, a dawn attack by Colonel John M. Chivington and the 3rd Colorado Cavalry. Despite being greeted by Chief Black Kettle raising the American flag and a white flag of surrender, Chivington ordered the slaughter of men, women, and children. The senseless carnage was a low point in the national conflict between whites and Indians. Of Black Kettle’s village of 500, some 300 managed to survive.

Chivington’s brutality backfired, inspiring the Indians to a renewed vigor. It would take another twenty-five years of unrest before most of the Indians of the West would be pummeled and coerced into submission.

Large-scale Indian victories in the West were few and far between. Easily the most dramatic was that at the Little Bighorn, popularly known as Custer’s Last Stand, or the Custer Massacre. The aftermath for the Indians was a renewed intensity of the white onslaught, particularly by a shaken U.S. Army.

Although direct confrontations between whites and Indians were not infrequent, there was a subtle and more effective means to undermine the Indians of the Plains: elimination of the buffalo herds.

The end of the Civil War found America an industrial giant, with an experienced armed force and hardened veterans who could homestead on land available from the government. Further, there was the appeal of mining, commerce, and all the other elements of conquering the most vital continent on the face of the earth. Great fortunes would be made, and a uniquely American adventure would unfold.
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Great Lakes pipe tomahawk of c. 1840, upper right, with iron bowl and spontoon blade; iron tacks, and braided Germantown yarn drop or lanyard. Lower right, eastern Plains tomahawk, with iron and brass head, c. 1860. The elaborate, heavy pipe tomahawk at left is from late nineteenth century; steel blade inserted in brass head. Articulated Comanche horse stick, bottom center, and beaded Blackfoot leggings are c. 1860.
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Ojibwa knife and sheath, Michigan, c. 1830–50, at right loom-beaded and with silk edging, contrasts with Plains weaponry: Sioux war club, c. 1880, has carved face at ball and spike end, grip bound with braided, dyed quills. At center, mountain man knife with beaver tail sheath, c. 1850. Stone war club has fetish and cowrie-shell drop; Blackfoot, nineteenth century. Beaded horse blanket from Nez Pierce, c. 1860.
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Accompanied by a Cheyenne pipe bag at left (c. 1880) and a Flathead pipe bag (colored with red ocher) at right (c. 1860), the tomahawks are all of the Plains Indian Wars period, with the Blackfoot at right wrapped in brass wire, and of c. 1860.
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Somewhat stylized Indian, shot at close range by frontiersman, armed with a Colt revolver; Currier & Ives, 1858. Stag-handled Bowie knife on shooter’s belt. Lance, bow, and shield on ground at right.

The Indian, in the minds of many, would be in the way. Policy dictated that the tribes must accept containment or be dealt with militarily.

The post–Civil War years proved the warrior prowess of the Plains tribes, which conducted successful raids and easily evaded their military antagonists. An attempted peace conference at Fort Laramie (spring 1866) led to Sioux Chief Red Cloud’s comment on the government’s request for free use of the Bozeman Trail: “Great Father sends us presents and wants new road, but White Chief goes with soldiers to steal the road before Indians can say yes or no!” At that point the chief and his warriors abruptly departed in disgust. The government Indian agent nevertheless concluded a treaty, but it was not signed by those who could have held their people in check.

Red Cloud and his forces responded with repeated attacks, and Fort Phil Kearney on the Bozeman Trail (headquarters for commanding Colonel Henry B. Carrington) would be under siege more than any other U.S. post, of any period.

A clear-cut victory for the Indians was the Fetterman Fight (December 1866), in which Crazy Horse and his men lured Captain William J. Fetterman and eighty men into an expertly orchestrated ambush. Crazy Horse’s decoys led the impetuous and foolhardy Fetterman over a hill and straight into a force of 2,000 Dakota and Cheyenne warriors. To a man the command was annihilated, in the space of about half an hour. Even a dog accompanying Fetterman’s column was killed. One of the warriors had shouted, “Do not let even a dog get away!”

Terrified at the thought of a slow death by torture, Fetterman and Captain Frederick H. Brown took their own lives with their revolvers. Other men were so horrified they were killed without fighting back. Two civilians with Fetterman had been armed with Henry repeating rifles. Around their bodies were expended cartridges (50 by one of them), and one of them had no less than 105 arrows in his body.

The Fetterman Massacre led the federal government to attempt to improve its conduct of Indian affairs. The Bozeman Trail was closed, forts were abandoned, and other attempts were made to pacify Red Cloud and his forces. Another treaty was signed, and more Indians joined reservations—this time in the Dakota Territory.

The Fetterman debacle also helped in cleaning up the generally unprincipled bureaucracy of federal Indian agents. Even George Armstrong Custer had been appalled by the corruption. But the Bureau of Indian Affairs would remain largely unchanged until the turn of the century.

Besides the slaughter of the buffalo and military confrontations, another powerful influence on the Indians was what they saw in Midwestern and Eastern cities on junkets organized by the federal government. In such places, teaming with so many whites and burgeoning with technology, the power of the Great Father and his people was overwhelmingly evident.

Demonstrations by huge cannon and Gatling guns made an impression. Visits to the Washington, D.C., arsenal revealed guns by the tens of thousands. However, most of the Indians became homesick, and urged their hosts to complete the tour quickly, so the delegations could get back to their homes and families in the West.

“Conquest by Kindness” was the official federal government Indian policy following the Civil War. However, such events as the Fetterman fight and the murder of General E. R. S. Canby and Peace Commissioner Eleasar Thomas by Modoc Indians under a flag of truce (April 1873) contributed to a return to hostilities. Raids in Texas by Kiowa and Comanche tribes, from the reservation near Fort Sill, Indian Territory, led to the Army’s becoming more active in Indian affairs. Thereafter until the 1880s the Indians who refused reservation life were dealt with summarily.
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Displayed on a Sioux saddle cloth are, from left, Plains ball-headed war club with iron spike and five tomahawks of western Plains, from 1850 to the 1870s; curved blade example at right rare. Far right, knife sheaths with skinning knives. Lower left, “Beaver tail” general-purpose knives. Heads and blades obtained from traders; the lower knife marked on blade with New York maker’s name. Tacks obtained from traders, also taken from travel chests and luggage of victims.
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Jicarilla Apache Shee-zah-nan-tan, holding half-stock muzzle-loader; breech wrapped with rawhide, as is Brown Bess musket at left, converted from flintlock to percussion, the stock cut down, and barrel reduced to 31-inch length. Some shortened lengths were the result of burst barrels; the warrior would simply cut the barrel behind the point of bursting. Knife made by Indian from military sword by shortening blade and cutting off knuckle bow.

Custer’s defeat at the Little Bighorn was bad timing for the Indians. Falling just prior to the opening of the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia—designed to demonstrate America’s might to the world—the annihilation of Custer proved both a tragedy and an embarrassment. Only the crushing of the Indians would dispel this blight on the nation’s international image, or so it was felt by many in power at the time.

Innumerable instances of the heroic resistance of native tribes are recorded. Celebrated in literature and film, and in the lore of Indian descendants, is the fight for freedom of Chief Joseph and his Nez Perce tribe. Known to the Lewis and Clark Expedition, the tribe had a long history of peace, and had never killed a white. A dispute with squatters led to the killing of four whites (1877). To escape their pursuers, Joseph and his band of 800 headed for Canada from Oregon, eluding, defeating, and fighting to a draw the U.S. Army along the way. The campaign offers a case study in military strategy and won Joseph’s Nez Perce the respect of their adversaries.

Part of their route cut through Yellowstone National Park (to the surprise of tourists). Finally General Nelson A. Miles forced a surrender. Some 300 of the Nez Perce reached Canada shortly before Chief Joseph made his famous statement: “… It is cold and we have no blankets. The little children are freezing to death…. Hear me, my chiefs! I am tired. My heart is sick and sad. From where the sun now stands, I will fight no more forever.”
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Flintlock trade muskets (top marked by U.S. maker), with Plains Indian tomahawk, its haft decorated with brass tacks and by branding with red-hot file. Scalp lock from red-haired human kill. Artifacts rest on buffalo hide. English-made trade guns continued to have the lion’s share of the Western market until c. 1840. With the support of federal government contracts, this changed to American domination, particularly by such makers as Henry Deringer, Jr., Henry E. Leman, and George and Edward Tryon.
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Tack-embellished knife sheaths, two with scarce and elaborate matching belts. Human scalp lock sewn to flannel patch with cross motif. Plains Indians, c. 1860–80.

Members of the Chiricahua Apache tribe were the final organized body of Indians fighting the government in the early to middle 1880s.* Raiders along the Mexican border could simply escape across the border when they were pursued by either Mexican or American units. Eventually a treaty was signed with Mexico which eliminated that advantage.

It was General Nelson A. Miles who was responsible for ending the Apache menace. After a determined campaign, Miles was able to ship off the offending Apaches and their relatives to camps in Florida. The famed Chief Geronimo was one of the last to surrender, and he too was exiled to Florida.

Fierce and courageous fighters that they were, the Native American warriors struck absolute terror in the hearts of their victims. Troopers are known to have committed suicide rather than endure the torture they could expect from their captors.

On the other hand, atrocities were perpetrated by so-called civilized troops, and among the most barbaric were those of Colonel Chivington’s men at Sand Creek. An eyewitness stated that Indians were “scalped, their brains knocked out … men … ripped open women, clubbed little children …” Chivington displayed some one hundred Indian scalps on a Denver stage, before an audience of applauding whites.

The culmination of the Great Plains wars is symbolized by the tragic death of Sitting Bull and a mass killing at Wounded Knee, December 1890. Such leaders as holy man and chief Sitting Bull had incited Indian revolt. “Look at me” he said to an assemblage of reservation Indians. “See if I am poor, or my people either…. You are fools to make yourselves slaves to a piece of fat bacon, some hard-tack, and a little sugar and coffee.” Sitting Bull was killed by Indian police, December 15, 1890.

Two weeks later, at Wounded Knee, the 7th Cavalry avenged their defeat at the Little Bighorn by firing into several hundred Indians. Deluded by the Ghost Dance mystics who claimed protection from soldiers’ bullets, the Indians had refused to be disarmed. The slaughter wiped out more than 200 men, women, and children. Not a few wounded were left on the battlefield; they froze to death the next evening in a blizzard.

Except for isolated incidents, the Indian Wars were over.

[image: images]

Trade musket at top acquired by collector on an Indian reservation; barrel engraved in script, “Montreal”; among silver overlays are beavers, a snake, turtle (other side), cross, bleeding heart, and fleur-de-lis. Skin repair at wrist; c. 1800. Treasured objects, guns would pass down through generations. Trade rifle at bottom by Leman, with lock dated 1840, in .50 caliber, stock artificially striped for added appeal. Profits from trading a “Northwest Gun,” as the type came to be called, were substantial. From the winter of 1812–13, such a gun from the Pacific Fur Company post, Spokane, would trade for at least twenty beaver pelts. Wholesale a gun would run £120 shillings; the value of the pelts was approximately £25!

Indian pride survived and the warrior traditions continued to modern times through service in the U.S. Army and other armed services. Herman J. Viola’s After Columbus quotes a modern-day Ute: “We Indians are grateful that the United States became such a militaristic country because it has provided us with an acceptable way to continue our warrior ways.” During the Vietnam War, while thousands of young Americans fled the country to avoid military service (mainly heading to Canada), not a few Canadian Indians came to the United States to enlist. As in past wars, including World Wars I and II, the presence of Indians in fighting units tended to ensure high fighting morale.

The Indians’ bows, arrows, trade muskets, and other largely nineteenth-century firearms have been replaced by high-tech modern weaponry, like the Colt M-16 rifle. But that Indian spirit and fighting instinct, courage and pride, remain—all are components in the present rejuvenation of the Indian peoples in America, symbolized by the Smithsonian Institution’s new National Museum of the American Indian, on the Mall in Washington, D.C., and the revitalization of the Heye Foundation as the National Museum of the American Indian, New York City.
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Plains Indian artifacts. Tomahawk attributed to Joseph Jourdain, c. 1855, its pipe bowl forged from rifled gun barrel. Beaded drop of sewn calico. Rifle by Henry E. Leman, .50 caliber, with 31-inch barrel; rawhide repair to shattered forestock. No aperture for ramrod; ball would be spit into barrel while hunting buffalo from horseback; c. 1850. Breastplate of hair pipe. Quirt with brass-tacked wooden handle. Trade knife with skull and horseshoe mark, believed early work of the renowned Russell; sheath of buffalo hide.
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Scarce presentation rifle for an Indian chief; made by Leman. Silver-mounted, engraved with bow, arrow, and pipe tomahawk on the toe-plate; marked U.S. on the barrel, and with an ordnance inspector’s mark behind the sideplate.

Bows and Arrows

The warrior tradition was instilled in Indian children from birth. From childhood, Indian boys played with bows and arrows, the scaled-down sizes often made by fathers for their sons. The boys could shoot moving targets with uncanny accuracy. For most Indians of the West, hunting was a way of life, and to some, so was warfare.

Firearms were early introduced to Indians, but a proliferation of guns did not occur until the nineteenth century, when they were supplied by traders, taken as trophies of war and in raids on whites, and even given or issued by the U.S. government.

Bows and arrows would remain as common weapons. In retreat from battles, guns might be abandoned, but not bows and arrows. As breechloaders and repeating guns came in vogue, however, bows and arrows tended to assume a role primarily as backup.

By 1875, many older warriors had guns of rather high quality and serviceability—such as the Winchester 1866 and 1873 lever-actions at the Little Bighorn. Ammunition, however, would remain scarce, and the Indians lacked the tools and mechanical ability for most repairs.

Exactly how Indians held the bow and bowstring and released their arrows is unknown. There were various holds with fingers, thumbs, and hands. Chief Plenty Coups described shooting an arrow, which was best done from the right-hand side of the bow:


Both hands and both arms must work together—at once. The left must push and the right must pull at the same time if an arrow is to go straight or far. The [right] hand, palm toward one, its fingers straddling the arrow, must know and keep the center of the bowstring without the eyes having to look.



The design and manufacture of arrows was important, with the straightness of each arrow paramount. Shafts were given identifying markings in paint, so an archer’s affiliation and person could be identified. The type of feathers also could serve to determine a tribe.

For shooting practice, buffalo chips were useful, and could be rolled for moving targets. Boys sought first to develop distance, then worked on precision and accuracy.

Experienced archers could shoot with speed and force. A mortal wound could be made from twenty yards, and as many as eight arrows could be kept in the air simultaneously, with arching shots. There was such force in the snapping bowstring that a gauntlet was needed for wrist and arm protection. The bow hand also gripped a cluster of arrows (tips pointed downward) for quick reloading. Extra arrows could also be held in the mouth, plus the customary quiver.
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Though most of life was spent in his native Florida, Billy Bowlegs was one of thousands of Indians to be relocated West. In 1858 he and a number of fellow Seminoles moved to Oklahoma. During Civil War served with the rank of captain, 1st Regiment, Indian Home Guard, a Kansas unit. Contemporary with long-running Seminole War are Colt Paterson, capper, and combination tool at top and bottom right, and New England rifle. Note peace medal worn in a daguerreotype of 1852, and U.S.-issue sword chief is holding. The model 1860 saber represents the Civil War era.
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Brass tacks and signs of hard use, and the beaded sheath, identify this Model 1841 U.S. Mississippi rifle as an Indian service arm. Firing a .54-caliber projectile, gun could readily kill a buffalo.
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Trade musket at bottom contrasts with government contract trade flintlock gun, of more graceful construction and with longer barrel. Commercial production of Indian trade guns from American makers went to Western market. These were referred to as “Lancaster pattern” (as in the Leman pictured above) and “English pattern.” The former were of Kentucky rifle styling, the latter on lines of contemporary English inexpensive sporting guns (as on top gun shown here). These arms were of sufficient quality to also attract white trappers as end-users. The flintlock Northwest guns were still in production as late as the 1870s, even though many Indians had switched to breech loaders and to various types of repeating firearms. Plains tomahawk with file-burned handle; chief’s war bonnet, of the late 1870s.
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Indian rifle at top built with Paterson Colt rifle barrel, crude stock, and military flintlock and triggerguard; evidence of native ingenuity. Kentucky rifle, .44 caliber, by Nathan Kile, c. 1817, of Raccoon Creek, Ohio; went west in mid-nineteenth century. An Indian chief admired this beautiful gun, and so the owner, Daniel Defenbaugh, reportedly slept with it! Cover on barrel eliminated glare while shooting in sunlight.
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Cleverly made by an Indian, percussion pistol has antler stock, secured to barrel by wire. From the Dakota Territory.

Indians preferred to be as close to their prey as possible, to conserve arrows and avoid wasted shots. Young archers would graduate from flint to iron arrowheads as they gained shooting skills.*

Lances

As backup to the bow and arrow, Plains Indians relied on lances, tomahawks, clubs, and knives. Firearms became increasingly important, but they were generally more difficult to obtain and maintain, and they demanded skills not all Indians could master.

Lances for hunting, primarily for buffalo on horseback, typically were tipped in iron (about 10 inches or more) and measured between 7 and 9 feet long, with wood hafts from 1 to nearly 3 inches in diameter. The hunter would ride up next to the buffalo, and thrust the lance deeply into a point just behind the shoulder or behind the rib cage. Then the hunter would hang on to the lance and try to ride alongside the buffalo for a short while. Then he would pull out the lance and move on to another buffalo. Decor for hunting lances was plain, though some bore brass or iron tacks, feathers, and paint.

Lances for war were generally smaller in diameter (5/8 inch to 11/4 inches) and shorter (6 1/2 to 7 1/2 feet), and were elaborately decorated. Decorative materials ranged from animal-hide wrappings (strong and fast beasts, like beaver, weasel, mink, and otter), colorful cloths, beads, fringes, feathers from eagles or other birds, and tacks. Horsehair streamers might be attached to the butt. Scalps might also be attached, or colorful ribbons.

Like the Knights of the Round Table, the Indian lancer held his weapon under the arm, secured and aimed by the hand. The closer one could be to the enemy or animal, the better. Lances could also be held in two hands above the head for jabbing. Throwing was an alternative; such lances would have a feather spiral decor running the shaft’s length.

Apertures or thongs on the lance allowed for attaching to the horse and for ease in holding. Seasoned wood was needed for the lance, preferably ash, hickory, ironwood, oak, or white elm. Although stone and bone were first used, the iron tip was preferred, and came to the tribes from traders or blacksmiths. Tips came in a variety of shapes and sizes; some were knife blades. On the warpath, by horse, not a few warriors carried lances. These were held in the hands, or attached across the warrior’s back, or attached to the saddle.
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Cannon, a wounded horse, guns, lances, bow and arrows, bullets, and at lower left the staff (to identify assistant leaders in a war party) are evident in this scene of a charge against what is likely U.S. Army. Note shields; Colonel Richard I. Dodge paid tribute to the subject in 33 Years Among Our Wild Indians: “… the shield is the head and front, the topmost summit of warlike paraphernalia. On it he bestows infinite patience, care and thought…. it is his shield, his protector, his escutcheon, his medicine, almost his God.” Usually made of buffalo hide, shields were felt to have magical powers, even to be capable of stopping the white man’s bullets. By an Indian artist on a bank ledger, from Caddo, Indian Territory.
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Indian at right holds Colt Richards Conversion Model 1860 Army revolver and a noncommissioned infantry officer’s sword. At left, Apache scout Jim, with his three-barrel rifle-shotgun, and Colt Model 1878 Frontier double-action revolver. Indian police badge of c. 1880s. Trade gun at top of American manufacture, studded with 202 brass tacks. Buttplate and forend cap of pewter; pewter arrow, brass quarter moon, and five-pointed star inlaid on left side of buttstock. Has 30-inch barrel; mid-nineteenth century.
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From the collection of General Nelson A. Miles, Henry rifle number 7136 bears presentation inscription from President Grant, to Sitting Bull the Minor—chief from another Plains tribe, and not the Sitting Bull. The beaded and fringed scabbard was not supplied by the donor.
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Cree chief Poundmaker, his Model 1866 Winchester with shoulder sling.
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Most armed with muzzle-loaders, these Indians are gathered together in Salt Lake City, 1869.
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Underhammer pistol bears inscription attesting to Indian manufacture, by “an educated full Blood Cherokee.” At top, .50-caliber trapdoor Springfield Model 1868 U.S. Rifle, the barrel cut down from 32 1/2 to 23 inches. Broken sight, and brass-studded stock. Missing buttplate, patched by the Indian users; some buttplates were ideally suited for scraping hides and were purposely removed for that purpose. Breech-loading metallic-cartridge Sharps carbine is an Indian Wars gun of similar period.
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Springfield trapdoor carbine, number 20140, documented through forensic research as present at Battle of the Little Bighorn, evidenced by a cartridge casing fired by the gun, found 350 meters northeast of Last Stand Hill. Believed used by an Indian firing on Custer’s command. Cavalry picket pin found c. 1930 by a coyote trapper, on battlefield. Beaded moccasins and stone war club are Sioux, and of the Little Bighorn period. Scabbard for Indian knife crudely fashioned from top of Model 1872 cavalry boot; many of dead soldiers at the Custer battle had tops of boots cut away for use of the leather Leather cartridge belt for .45 cartridges has iron stirrup strap buckle from McClellan saddle, an indication it was made up before arsenal-produced belt issued early in 1877. Belt virtually identical to that worn by Private George Walker, shown in photograph taken prior to his death at Little Bighorn. Cartridge belts, which were acid-tanned, caused extraction problems due to verdigris buildup on cases from reaction of leather to copper. Cartridge box same as those used by 7th Cavalry at the battle. Cavalry officer’s buckskin gauntlets from estate of General Ranald Mackenzie, a contemporary of Custer. Mackenzie led the 4th Cavalry regiment in attacking and defeating Dull Knife’s Cheyenne village in Wyoming, November 1876. The gauntlets may have been from the Custer battlefield, and picked up in the village along with several other 7th Cavalry items found by troops before they torched the village. Since Mackenzie was missing two fingers from his right hand, it is unlikely he wore these gauntlets himself.

The Battle of the Little Bighorn

The story of Custer’s Last Stand or the Battle of Little Bighorn, has been told and retold innumerable times; it is one of the most famous battles in American history. Here is a rare version—a battle memoir from the Ogalalla chief Low Dog, quoted in the Leavenworth Weekly Times, August 18, 1881. Low Dog was one of the key battle leaders of the victorious Indian confederation. The interview was conducted by a Captain Howe, of the 17th Infantry, at a conference of chiefs, all of whom, the Times reporter stated, had been in the battle.

“We were in camp near Little Big Horn river. We had lost some horses, and an Indian went back on the trail to look for them. We did not know that the white warriors were coming after us. Some scouts or men in advance of the warriors saw the Indian looking for the horses and ran after him and tried to kill him to keep him from bringing us word, but he ran faster than they and came into camp and told us that the white warriors were coming. I was asleep in my lodge at the time. The sun was about noon [pointing with his finger]. I heard the alarm, but I did not believe it. I thought it was a false alarm. I did not think it possible that any white men would attack us, so strong as we were. We had in camp the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and seven different tribes of the Teton Sioux—a countless number. Although I did not believe it was a true alarm, I lost no time getting ready. When I got my gun and came out of my lodge the attack had begun at the end of the camp where Sitting Bull and the Uncpapas were. The Indians held their ground to give the women and children time to get out of the way. By this time the herders were driving in the horses and as I was nearly at the further end of the camp, I ordered my men to catch their horses and get out of the way, and my men were hurrying to go and help those that were fighting. When the fighters saw that the women and children were safe they fell back. By this time my people went to help them, and the less able warriors and the women caught horses and got them ready, and we drove the first attacking party back, and that party retreated to a high hill [Custer and men to Last Stand Hill]. Then I told my people, not to venture too far in pursuit for fear of falling into an ambush. By this time all the warriors in our camp were mounted and ready for fight, and then we were attacked on the other side by another party. They came on us like a thunderbolt. I never before nor since saw men so brave and fearless as those white warriors. We retreated until our men got all together, and then we charged upon them. I called to my men, ‘This is a good day to die: follow me.’ We massed our men, and that no man should fall back, every man whipped another man’s horse and we rushed right upon them. As we rushed upon them the white warriors dismounted to fire, but they did very poor shooting. They held their horses reins on one arm while they were shooting, but their horses were so frightened that they pulled the men all around, and a great many of their shots went up in the air and did us no harm. The white warriors stood their ground bravely, and none of them made any attempt to get away. After all but two of them were killed, I captured two of their horses. Then the wise men and chiefs of our nation gave out to our people not to mutilate the dead white chief, for he was a brave warrior and died a brave man, and his remains should be respected.

“Then I turned around and went to help fight the other white warriors, who had retreated to a high hill on the east side of the river. [This was Reno’s command.] I don’t know whether any white men of Custer’s force were taken prisoners. When I got back to our camp they were all dead. Everything was in confusion all the time of the fight. I did not see Gen. Custer. I do not know who killed him. We did not know till the fight was over that he was the white chief. We had no idea that the white warriors were coming until the runner came in and told us. I do not say that Reno was a coward. He fought well, but our men were fighting to save their women and children, and drive them back. If Reno and his warriors had fought as Custer and his warriors fought, the battle might have been against us. No white man or Indian ever fought as bravely as. Custer and his men. The next day we fought Reno and his forces again, and killed many of them. Then the chiefs said these men had been punished enough, and that we ought to be merciful, and let them go. Then we heard that another force was coming up the river to fight us [General Terry’s command], and we started to fight them, but the chiefs and wise men counseled that we had fought enough and that we should not fight unless attacked, and we went back and took our women and children and went away.”

The Leavenworth Times account continued:

“This ended Low Dog’s narration, given in the hearing of half a dozen officers, some of the Seventeenth Infantry and some of the Seventh Cavalry—Custer’s regiment…. Officers were there who were at the Big Horn with Benteen, senior captain of the Seventh, who usually exercised command as a field officer, and who, with his battalion, joined Reno on the first day of the fight, after his retreat, and was in the second day’s fight. It was a strange and intensely interesting scene. When Low Dog began his narrative, only Capt. Howe, the interpreter, and myself were present, but as he progressed the officers gathered round, listening to every word, and all were impressed that the Indian chief was giving a true account, according to his knowledge….”
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Indian-used Springfield trapdoor carbines and cut-down rifles, from collection of the late William 0. Sweet. Any or all of these could have been at the Little Bighorn. Note extensive saddle wear on bottom gun.
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Winchester Model 1866 carbine number 39618 (bottom) and Sharps Model 1874 military rifle C54586, both proved by forensic testing to have been present at the Little Bighorn. The .44 rimfire case matching the Winchester was found in 1985 at the Reno-Benteen defense site around Sharpshooter’s Hill or Wooden Leg Hill. The .50-70 casing from Sharps was found in 1984 at Henryville or Henry Ridge area, an Indian position near Calhoun Hill. Both guns were used by Indians against Custer and his command. Photographs show Chief Gaul, Two Moon, and Sitting Bull, all principals in the battle.
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Chief Gall’s Model 1876 Winchester rifle, .45-60 caliber, PEZI is carved on stock, his Sioux-language name. A Hunkpapa Sioux Chief, Gall was one of the field leaders at Little Bighorn. Realizing whites were impossible to defeat, he was not in favor of Ghost Dance religion and is credited with encouraging his followers toward education and adapting white ways.
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Smith & Wesson Schofield .45 revolver picked up at Little Bighorn battlefield site by party of surveyors, summer of 1883; gun found loaded. Springfield trapdoor carbine, number 17025, documented by Major William B. Wetmore as “A carbine from the battle of Little Big Horn. Touch-in-the-Clouds Chief of the Minneconjous got it in the Custer fight. He gave it to Lieutenant Frederick G. Schwatka, 3rd Cavalry, about the middle of October 1876. The latter gave it to Wm. [B.] Wetmore, late 6th Cavalry. It looks as though the soldier having used up his ammunition clubbed his carbine and thus using it broke the stock before he fell.” Cartridge casing from battlefield; some trapdoor casings split, and required prying loose from the breech manually. Upper thoracic vertebra of adult male, picked up at Custer battlesite, 1877, by Second Lieutenant George S. Young, 7th U.S. Infantry. At the time, removal of remains of Custer and other officers was under way, for reburial. Reburial on the site was also undertaken for troops who had not received adequate burial shortly after battle. Young picked up this grisly relic, as well as two cartridge cases, and one other arrow point.

Knives

Essential equipment for the Indians, knives were commonly of iron, supplied by traders. Blades were either single- or double-edged, the latter similar to a spear tip. Unlike the whites, Indians generally fought with the blade held downward, allowing for overhead blows or sideswipes at the midsection. Throwing was another fighting technique.

Early knives were often traded or sold to the Indians as blades only; it was up to the Indian to make his own handle. Bone, wood, and horn were commonly fitted. Often blades were so heavily used and frequently sharpened, they ended up in quite abbreviated form.

Handles supplied with traders’ knives, like the John Russell Company “Green River” skinning and hunting style, were of hardwood. A presentation knife might feature mounts or inlays of silver or pewter.

An ingenious blade was fashioned by Indians from files and saws, then usually fitted with bone or antler handles. An identifying characteristic of Indian skinning knives was the grinding off of the edge in sharpening, with one side only beveled; this made them more serviceable for skinning.

Cases are often strikingly beautiful and were designed to engulf most of the knife. This way it was much harder to lose and was protected against the elements. Decoration ranged from brass tacks to sturdy rawhide, and/or combinations of beads, paints, quills, hairs, and stitching. Knife cases rank among the most striking of Indian artifacts.

These sheaths were carried in a number of ways, most on belts around the waist, but occasionally on a neck strap. Even the belts and straps were often richly decorated, and might match the sheaths, some with disks hammered from silver coins.
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Undated photograph at Blackfoot Indian Agency of tribal leaders. From left, Stabs-by-Mistake, White Antelope, Neck Blood Indian, unidentified, Moves Out, and Rides-at-the-Door. The unidentified chief holds Model 1876 Winchester carbine and has handsomely tacked belt.
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Photograph by Rodman Wanamaker (of Philadelphia department store family), a student of the Custer battle, in 1913. Left to right, four Crow scouts of Custer: White-Man-Runs-Him, Hairy Moccasin, Curley, and Goes Ahead. They are on Last Stand Hill.
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Plains Indians armed with Single Action Colt and Model 1873 Springfield trapdoor carbines. Possibly Army scouts; c. 1880.

Clubs and Tomahawks

Clubs were intimidating and varied, some of colorful stones (smoothed from streams or riverbeds), some of wood with knife or spike heads, others with wood ball heads, buffalo horns, and the so-called gunstock wooden club with threatening lance blades. The clubs with stone heads generally weighed between 2 and 8 pounds, with the stone secured by sinew to a sturdy wood or leather handle. A slingshot club featured a flexible handle, and could be swung like the medieval military flail.

Handles were often long enough to allow for wielding from horseback, sometimes measuring 30 inches; wood was common, with leather and bone also in use. Skins and cloths, paints, quills, horsehair, rawhide, and tacks were used for decoration.

Tomahawks are the most recognizable of American Indian artifacts, and the pipe tomahawk is unique to Indian culture. Whether weapon or tool, pipe or symbol of rank, the tomahawk is associated with warfare, craftsmanship, prestige, ceremony, and comfort: an instrument of both peace and war. Except among the Southwest Indians, tomahawks were in wide use throughout the West.

To the Indians of the nineteenth century, the tomahawk as a weapon was of less importance than to their predecessors, or to Eastern, Southern, or Mid-western groups of previous centuries. However, the trapper Osborne Russell was attacked by Indians with “battle axes” late in the 1830s, Marcus Whitman was killed in 1847 by a tomahawk-wielding Cayuse warrior at Waiilatpu, Oregon Territory, and skulls in the Army Medical Museum that show evidence of tomahawk blows are in date as late as 1869.

Throwing the tomahawk was an effective Indian technique. George Catlin referred to the weapon’s being thrown “with unerring and deadly aim.” Evidence suggests that Indians practiced by hurling tomahawks at trees. A self-portrait by Cheyenne Chief Yellow Nose (c. 1880) shows him throwing a tomahawk and striking a fleeing victim in the back.

The tomahawk was used symbolically to challenge another tribe to war. And the weapon became a metaphor in such figures of speech as “taking up the hatchet” (war) and “burying the hatchet” (peace).

Presentation tomahawks were highly prized by chiefs, were symbolic of friendship, and served to lend solemnity to treaties. Some were handed down through generations; Six Nations Chief G.H.M. Johnson carried one as an indication of authority. His tomahawk was a presentation dating from the eighteenth century, and was written about by an author in 1860.

The pipe tomahawk (first adopted c. 1700) was ideal for ceremonial use, doubling to allow for smoking on special occasions. That function actually became more important than use as a weapon, and was a reason for the tomahawk’s survival through the nineteenth century.

A particular style of tomahawk with historical documentation by Lewis and Clark is the Missouri war hatchet. In January 1805 the explorers found the style in use by the Mandan Indians. It was also popular with the Comanche, Dakota, Fox, Iowa, Kansa, Osage, and Oto tribes.

A Clark journal entry from January 1805 includes a drawing and notes that a request of their camp had come from several Indians to have “war hatchets” of that design made. The expedition’s blacksmith proceeded to make such axes, in order to trade for corn. The tomahawk was described in a Lewis journal entry of February, which concludes by remarking that “the great length of the blade [7 to 9 inches] of this ax, added to the small size of the handle renders a stroke uncertain and easily avoided, while the shortness of the handle must render a blow much less forcible even if well directed, and still more inconvenient as they uniformly use this instrument in action on horseback.” The styling of this weapon is similar to that illustrated.

A spontoon-style ax was also drawn in the Lewis and Clark journal in the same period. The pattern of that tomahawk is as illustrated. The expedition blacksmith also made heads of this pattern for the Mandan Indians. Lewis referred to these as of an “older fassion.”

Tomahawk haft decoration ranged from scallops on the lower surface to brands made with a hot file, brass tacks, wrappings in wire (usually brass or copper, and sometimes from the telegraph), beaded flaps, feathers, eagle claw charms (rare), and brass tinkling devices attached to thongs threaded through a piercing on the haft bottom. Cloth wrappings are sometimes present. Presentation pipe tomahawks are likely to exhibit silver inlays, sometimes gold, and possibly engravings and inscriptions. A silver chain denoting friendship (rare) might run from a silver band at the mouthpiece to a band a few inches away, or near the head.
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