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Introduction

This book is aimed at tremendously increasing your vocabulary and helping you develop a fast way to figure out the meanings of words if you don’t know them.

The Gruber Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes can give you the meaning of more than 200,000 words! Vocabulary strategies will allow you to figure out meanings of words you don’t know. And if you prefer to strictly memorize words, there’s a list of 2300 words that appear on standardized tests.

Here’s an example of a word strategy: Suppose you don’t know the meaning of the word “inextricable.” How would you figure it out? Well, maybe you’d say that “in” is a prefix that means “not.” But what about “extric”? You’d associate that word with another word: “extra.” But “not” to “extra” does not make sense. So you don’t give up—you try another word for “extric,” such as “extract.” “Not” to “extract” does make sense—it means “inseparable,” or unable to take apart!

Here’s an example of a way to use one of the Gruber Prefixes and Roots: Suppose you want to find the meaning of the word “precursory.” The prefix and root in this word are part of the prefixes and roots list that gives you the meaning of over 200,000 words:

“Pre” means “before”

“Curs” means “to run”

So “precursory” means running before or going before.

If you read through this book chapter by chapter, you will increase your vocabulary tremendously.


Purpose of This Book

The purpose of this book is to markedly increase your vocabulary and provide a way for you to figure out the meanings of words you don’t know through various powerful word strategies. It is very important to have a good vocabulary when taking standardized tests. In this book, you will find that you don’t necessarily have to know the meanings of many words: you can figure them out in the context of the rest of the sentence or passage. You may also figure out the meanings of words or how to use them in a sentence through the strategies that are in this book.

Dr. Gruber has developed powerful, time-tested strategies for vocabulary building, including his 200,000 word vocabulary builder through prefix-root development. He is the originator of the critical thinking skills used on standardized tests and the leading authority on test preparation.

Note that this book can be used effectively for learning shortcuts and strategies and practice for all vocabulary-based questions on any test, or it can be used to build your vocabulary for your own purposes.


What This Book Contains

Introduction

1. Vocabulary Building That Is Guaranteed to Raise Your Score

2. Ten Steps to Word Power

3. Diagnostic Vocabulary Test with Answers

4. The Gruber Prefixes and Roots

5. The Hot Prefixes and Roots That Denote the Same Meaning or Feeling

6. Prefix-Root-Suffix Test with Answers

7. Three Vocabulary Strategies (containing examples and questions with explanatory answers)

8. Practice Using the Gruber Prefixes and Roots

9. The Most Frequent Positive-Negative Standardized Test Words—Words That Have the Same Meaning; Practice Questions with Answers

10. The 2300 Vocabulary Word Review List

11. Fifty Vocabulary Practice Tests with Answers

12. A List of Words Appearing More Than Once on Standardized Tests

13. Words Commonly Confused


How to Use This Book Most Effectively

1. Read through the Introduction.

2. Learn as many of the fifty prefixes, roots, and suffixes as you can.

3. Take the Prefix-Root-Suffix Test and see how you do.

4. Learn the Hot Prefixes and Roots.

5. By all means, learn the three Vocabulary Strategies.

6. Try to answer the questions in the Practice Test with the Gruber Prefixes and Roots.

7. Try to learn some of the words in the Word List. Try to memorize words that have the same meaning.

8. If you have time, try to learn some of the words in the 2300 Word List—see if you can figure out some of these words through what you learned in the previous sections.

9. Take some of the Vocabulary Tests.

10. Read through A List of Words Appearing More Than Once on Standardized Tests.

11. Look at the Words Commonly Confused.


VOCABULARY BUILDING THAT IS GUARANTEED TO RAISE YOUR STANDARDIZED TEST SCORE



Knowing Word Meanings Is Essential for a Higher Standardized Test Score

Improving your vocabulary is essential if you want to get a high score on standardized tests. We shall explain why this is so.

Almost all standardized test takers come across many “tough” words, whose meanings they do not know. These students lose many points because if they do not know the meanings of the words in the questions, they aren’t able to answer the questions confidently—and they are likely to answer incorrectly.

We must also bring to your attention the fact that several “tough” words show up in the Reading Comprehension passages of every standardized test. Knowing the meanings of these difficult words will, of course, help you to understand the passages better. It follows that knowing what the passages are about will help you get many more correct answers for the Reading Comprehension questions that appear in standardized tests.



Ten Steps to Word Power

1. Study vocabulary lists. This book has just the list you need for standardized test preparation. The 2300 Vocabulary Word Review List begins on page 93.

2. Take vocabulary tests. Fifty Vocabulary Practice Tests begin on page 149.

3. Learn those Latin and Greek roots, prefixes, and suffixes that make up many English words. It has been estimated that more than half of all English words come from Latin and Greek. Developing Your Vocabulary Through Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes That Can Give You the Meaning of over 200,000 Words begins on page 11. Also learn the Hot Prefixes and Roots, page 33.

4. Have a college-level dictionary at home. Carry a pocket dictionary with you. Refer to a dictionary whenever you are not sure of the meaning of a word.

5. Read—read—read. By reading a great deal, you will encounter new and valuable words. You will learn the meanings of many of these words by context—that is, you will perceive a clear connection between a new word and the words that surround that word. In this way, you will learn the meaning of that new word.

6. Listen to what is worthwhile listening to. Listen to good radio and TV programs. Listen to people who speak well. Go to selected movies and plays. Just as you will increase your vocabulary by reading widely, you will increase your vocabulary by listening to English that is spoken well.

7. Play word games like crossword puzzles, anagrams, and Scrabble.

8. Make sure you learn the Vocabulary Strategies beginning on page 47.

9. Study the Most Frequent Positive-Negative Standardized Test Words on page 79.

10. Look at the List of Words Appearing More Than Once on Standardized Tests on page 265.



No One Can Dispute This Fact!

You will pile up standardized test points by taking advantage of the valuable Vocabulary Building study and practice materials that are offered to you in the following pages of this chapter.


DIAGNOSTIC VOCABULARY TEST WITH ANSWERS



Take this test to find out what strategies you need to increase your vocabulary.

If you get any of these questions wrong, or don’t know the answer, look at the explanation and refer to the strategy or page referenced in the answer. You will see other questions related to that strategy or reference.

1. What is the opposite of PRECURSORY?

A. flamboyant

B. succeeding

C. cautious

D. simple

E. not planned

2. Which two words do not belong with the others?

A. fallible

B. congruous

C. flammable

D. famous

E. exact

3. What is the opposite of EBULLIENT?

A. aggressive

B. tranquil

C. compliant

4. Name words that mean the same as to calm or make better.

5. What is the meaning of ENCROACH?

6. What is the meaning of ELONGATE?

7. Using root meanings, the definition of MANUMIT is:

A. to manufacture

B. to be masculine

C. to set free



Diagnostic Vocabulary Test Answers

1. B—The Gruber list of prefixes, roots, and suffixes can give you the meaning of over 200,000 words. PRE means before; CURS means to run. So PRECURSORY means to run (or go) before. The opposite is running or going after, or “succeeding.” Vocabulary Strategy 1 (page 49, Example 9).

2. C and D—If we put the prefix “in” in front of each word, the new word means the opposite of the original word, except for “flammable” (“inflammable” has the same meaning as “flammable”) and “famous” (“infamous” has the same meaning as “famous,” although “infamous” is “famous” in a bad way). Latin Prefixes (page 22).

3. B—Think of “ebullient” as a big-sounding word. The opposite would be “tranquil.” Vocabulary Strategy 2 (page 54).

4. Abate, accede, accommodate, allay, appease, assuage, comply, concede, conciliate, gratify, mitigate, mollify, pacify, placate, propitiate, quell, satiate—Words That Have the Same Meaning (page 79).

5. To trespass—The 2300 Vocabulary Word Review List (page 93).

6. To make longer or lengthen—Think of the “long” in “elongate.” Vocabulary Strategy 3 (page 59, Example 5).

7. C—MAN means hand; MIT means send. So MANUMIT means to send by hand or to set free. Latin and Greek Roots (page 13).


DEVELOPING YOUR VOCABULARY THROUGH PREFIXES, ROOTS, AND SUFFIXES THAT CAN GIVE YOU THE MEANING OF OVER 200,000 WORDS



A Gruber Prefix-Root-Suffix List that Gives You the Meaning of Over 200,000 Words

According to some linguistic studies made, approximately 60 percent of our English words are derived from Latin and Greek. The following Latin and Greek roots, prefixes, and suffixes frequently show up in some of the words that appear in Reading Skills passages. Learn these Latin and Greek word parts to increase your reading vocabulary immensely ­and thus score well in your Reading Skills test. These prefixes, roots, and suffixes can give you the meaning of over 200,000 words!

Latin and Greek Roots

The shortest and best way of learning a lan­guage is to know the roots of it; that is, those original primitive words of which other words are formed.

—Lord Chesterfield

Roots are parts of words that come from other languages—chiefly Latin and Greek. These roots are used as important “building blocks” of many of our English words. As you study the following list of Latin and Greek roots, have a dictionary by your side. Look up the meanings of the word examples that are given with the roots, if you do not know what the word examples mean.








	
ROOT


	
MEANING AND EXAMPLE





	
ag, act


	
do, drive, act; as agent, counteract.





	
alt


	
high; as altitude, altar.





	
anim


	
mind; as unanimous, animosity.





	
ann


	
year; as annals, biennial.





	
aper, apert


	
open; as aperient, aperture.





	
apt


	
fit, join; as adapt.





	
arch


	
rule, govern; as anarchy.





	
art


	
skill; as art.





	
aud


	
hear, listen; as audible.





	
aur


	
gold; as auriferous (ferr = carry).





	
bas


	
low; as debase.





	
bat


	
beat; as battle.





	
bit


	
bite; as bite, bitter.





	
brev


	
short; as abbreviate.





	
cad, cas


	
fall; as cadence, casual, accident.





	
cant


	
sing; as canticle, chant.





	
cap, capt


	
take, hold; as capable, captive.





	
capit


	
head; as capital.





	
carn


	
flesh; as carnivorous (vor = devour).





	
ced, cess


	
go, yield; as accede, access.





	
celer


	
swift; as celerity.





	
cent


	
hundred; as century.





	
cing, cinet


	
bind; as surcingle, cincture, succinct.





	
clin


	
lean, bend; as decline.





	
commod


	
suitable; as commodious.





	
commun


	
common; as community.





	
cor, cord


	
heart; as accord.





	
coron


	
crown; as coronation.





	
corpus, corpor


	
body; as corpuscle; corporal.





	
cred


	
believe; as credible.





	
cur


	
care; as accurate.





	
curr, curs


	
run; as current, cursory.





	
cycl


	
circle; as bicycle.





	
dat


	
give; as date, edition.





	
dent


	
tooth; as dentist.





	
di


	
day; as dial.





	
dict


	
speak, say; as contradict.





	
dign


	
worthy; as dignity, disdain.





	
domin


	
lord, master; as dominate.





	
dorm


	
sleep; as dormant.





	
due, duct


	
lead, bring; as induce, conduct.





	
equ


	
equal; as equanimity (anim = mind).





	
fa


	
speak; as affable.





	
fac


	
face, form; as efface.





	
fac, fact


	
make, form, do; as facile, faction.





	
felic


	
happy; as felicity.





	
fer


	
carry, bear, bring; as fertile, confer.





	
fess


	
acknowledge; as confess.















	
fid


	
faith, trust; as confide.





	
fin


	
end, limit; as final.





	
form


	
shape; as conform.





	
fort


	
strong; as fortitude.





	
frag, fract


	
break; as fragile, fraction.





	
fund, fus


	
pour, melt; as fusible, confound.





	
gen, gener


	
kind, race; as gender, general.





	
gest


	
carry; bring; as congestion.





	
grad; gress


	
step, go; as gradual, digress.





	
gran


	
grain; as granary.





	
graph


	
write; as autograph.





	
grat


	
pleasing; as grateful.





	
gross


	
fat, thick; as gross.





	
hor


	
hour; as horology.





	
hospit


	
host, guest; as hospitable.





	
integr


	
entire, whole; as integral.





	
ject


	
throw; as inject.





	
judic


	
judge; as judiciary.





	
junct


	
join; as conjunction.





	
jur


	
swear; as adjure.





	
jur


	
law, right; as jurist.





	
lat


	
carry, bring; as dilate.





	
leg


	
send, bring; as legacy, allege.





	
leg, lect


	
gather, choose; as legion, eclectic.





	
liber


	
free; as liberty.





	
lin


	
flax; as linen, lining.





	
lingu


	
tongue; as linguist.





	
liter


	
letter; as literal; literary.





	
loc


	
place; as local; dislocate.





	
log


	
word, speech, reason; as catalogue, logic.





	
loqu, locut


	
speak, talk; as loquacious, circumlocution.





	
lud, lus


	
sport, play; as ludicrous, illusion.





	
magn


	
great; as magnitude.





	
major


	
greater; as majority.





	
man


	
hand; as manual, maintain.





	
man, mans


	
stay, dwell; as manor, mansion.





	
mar


	
the sea; as marine.





	
mater, matr


	
mother; as maternal, matrimony.





	
medi


	
middle, between; as mediate.





	
medic


	
physician; as medicine.





	
mens


	
measure; as mensuration.





	
ment


	
mind; as mental.





	
merc


	
merchandise, trade; as commerce.





	
merg


	
dip, sink; as submerge.





	
meter; metr


	
measure; as chronometer, sym­metry.





	
migr


	
wander; as migrate.





	
mir


	
wonder, look; as admire, mirror.





	
mit, miss


	
send; as admit, commission.





	
mon, monit


	
advise, remind; as monument, monitor.





	
mort


	
death; as mortal.





	
mot


	
move; as motor.





	
mult


	
many; as mult itude.














	
mun, munit


	
fortify; as munition.





	
nat


	
born; as natal.





	
nav


	
ship; as naval.





	
not


	
known; as notice.





	
numer


	
number; as numerous.





	
nunci, nounce


	
tell; as enunciate, announce.





	
ocul


	
eye; as oculist.





	
pan


	
bread; as pantry.





	
par


	
equal; as disparity.





	
par


	
get ready; as compare.





	
parl


	
speak; as parley.





	
pars, part


	
part; as parse, apart.





	
pass


	
step; as compass.





	
past


	
feed; as pasture.





	
pat, pass


	
suffer, feel; as patient, passive.





	
pater, patr


	
father; as paternal, patrician.





	
ped


	
foot; as biped.





	
pell, puls


	
drive; as compel, expulsion.





	
pen


	
pain, punishment; as penal.





	
pend, pens


	
hang, weigh, pay; as pendant, pension.





	
pet, petit


	
seek; as impetus, petition.





	
petr


	
stone, rock; as petrify.





	
phil, philo


	
loving; as philosophy (soph = wisdom).





	
phon


	
sound; as phonic.





	
physi


	
nature; as physiology (log = word, reason).





	
pict


	
paint; as picture.





	
plac


	
please; as placable.





	
ple, plet


	
fill; as complement, complete.





	
plen


	
full; as plenty.





	
plic


	
fold, bend; as complicate.





	
plum


	
feather; as plumage.





	
plumb


	
lead; as plumber.





	
pon


	
to place, put; as component.





	
port


	
carry, bring; porter.





	
port


	
gate; as portal.





	
pos


	
to place, put; as compose.





	
pot


	
drink; as potion.





	
potent


	
powerful; as potentate.





	
prehend, prehens


	
take, grasp; as apprehend, prehensile.





	
prim


	
first; as primary.





	
punct


	
prick, point; as puncture.





	
quadr


	
square, fourfold; as quadrant.





	
quant


	
how much; as quantity.





	
quer, quisit


	
seek, ask; as query, inquisition.














	
quies


	
rest; as acquiesent.





	
radi


	
ray; as radiant.





	
rap, rapt


	
seize, grasp; as rapacious, rapture.





	
rat


	
think, calculate; as ratio.





	
rect


	
ruled, straight, right; as rectangle.





	
reg


	
rule, govern; as regent.





	
rid, ris


	
laugh; as ridiculous, risible.





	
riv


	
stream; as river, derive.





	
rog, rogat


	
ask; as interrogate.





	
rupt


	
break; as rupture.





	
sacr


	
holy; as sacred.





	
sal


	
salt; as saline.





	
sal


	
leap; as salient.





	
sanct


	
holy; as sanction.





	
sat, satis


	
enough; as sate, satisfy.





	
sci


	
know; as science.





	
scop


	
watch, view; as horoscope.





	
scrib, script


	
write; as describe, subscription.





	
sec, sect


	
cut; as secant, bisect.





	
sen


	
old; as senior.





	
sent, sens


	
feel, think; as sentiment, sensible.





	
sequ, secut


	
follow; as sequel, consecutive.





	
serv


	
keep; as conserve.





	
sist


	
to place, stand; as assist.
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