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Victory Over the Garden

By David Perlmutter

The whole thing was Izzy’s idea to begin with. She has this thing about the fact that since we all happen to be paid up members of the Firebird Scouts of Wayne County, we need to be more involved in doing “good deeds” for the community and all than we are. In any event, that was how we all ended up stuck out here on Belle Isle. But I’m getting ahead of myself, aren’t I? You want to know what caused all the trouble, don’t you? Well, that’s all our fault, too, but I’m hoping that, after I explain things to you, you won’t be too hard on us….

*

We Firebird Scouts were engaged in our typical afterschool activities in our headquarters on West Grand Boulevard here in Detroit. I was catching up on my science fiction and fantasy reading. Carl had been trying to earn her chemistry badge, but was succeeding only in blowing up stuff in her face. Val was practicing her shooting on the target in the corner—in the process creating several bullet holes in the side of the reinforced plywood, but that’s par for the course in the Motor City, as you well know. At the other end of the room, Sam and Max were engaged in a fairly long-winded discussion about whether a certain female superhero could kick a certain other female superhero’s ass in a fair fight. They talked while reaching out the window into the enormous bag of unsold Firebird Scout cookies (a lot bigger than you’d think) we’d just retrieved from the root cellar—being sure to share with the rest of us, of course!
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