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        To my sons, William and Thomas:
The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.
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      “In this meticulously researched book William Mann demonstrates how that most peculiar and fascinating medieval institution, the Knights Templar, transported treasures from the Old World to the safety of North America. Templar Sanctuaries in North America is not only fascinating and illuminating, but typical of William Mann, it is also a thumping good read. As long as I continue to delve into the secret history of the United States, this book will never be far from my hand.”

      ALAN BUTLER, COAUTHOR AMERICA: NATION OF THE GODDESS

      “If you would like to know the shocking truth about the long suppressed history of North America, read Templar Sanctuaries in North America. You will read that the truth is far more fantastic than fiction, as Mann convincingly relates how the medieval Templars brought their precious relics, scrolls, and treasure for safe keeping to this continent and intermarried with the Native Americans, thus strengthening the bloodline and ensuring the continuation of its guardians. Is now the time, when humanity is at a great crossroad both politically and in our treatment of Mother Earth, to reveal the repository to the world with all its truths and wisdom of the Ages?”

      JANET WOLTER, COAUTHOR OF AMERICA: NATION OF THE GODDESS
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      Thanks must also go to the many institutions and museums around the world that have provided valuable resources at one time or another for my research. These great art galleries and museums have acted as sanctuaries of another kind to me throughout a lifetime of learning. Among others they include the British Museum, the Louvre, the National Gallery of Scotland, the Staatliche Museum of Berlin, the Royal Ontario Museum, the Cloisters Museum, the Cluny Museum, the Ashmolean Museum, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. I wish to thank them specifically for their generous and gracious use of copyrighted material and pictures.
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      Finally, sincere acknowledgment must go to those who already believe in what is about to be revealed. However, if any true believer has a desire to run right out and dig up the “treasure,” the only caution I can offer is that you first think long and hard about what’s involved. From my own experience, it’s extremely difficult to come back from that other world, to complete the labyrinth of the Grail once you’ve initially passed through that door! The continuing enigma of Oak Island in Nova Scotia is a perfect example of this. For more than 250 years, various generations of treasure hunters have been searching for the island’s elusive treasure, with the only result to date being six deaths and countless wasted lives.

    

  
    
      FOREWORD

      Scott F. Wolter

      Finally! The true history of what really happened in North America prior to the “accepted” version of European contact in the fifteenth century is finally coming out. Currently people are becoming aware of the overwhelming evidence of multiple cultures coming to North America prior to Columbus—not only from Europe but from other continents as well. Yes, the world officially knows about the Norse arriving at L’Anse Aux Meadows in Newfoundland circa 1000 CE, but for a long time scholars didn’t believe that the Norse also came to North America—until the factual evidence could no longer be ignored.

      In 1960, Helge and Anne Stine Ingstad proved that the Norse had made it to North America prior to Columbus. With this discovery, however, academia continued to want the world to believe that after that nobody else arrived on the North American continent until Columbus. The truth is, however, that Columbus didn’t actually step foot on these shores. Instead, there is speculation that Columbus was a double agent on behalf of the Portugeuse Knights of Christ and deliberately led the Spanish away from North America. It has now come to light that Columbus’s wife was of Drummond-Sinclair descent, and, as such, it is believed that she provided her husband with valuable information concerning her ancestor, Prince Henry Sinclair’s earlier voyage to the New World.

      Think about how unlikely it is that after the Norse set up at least one confirmed long-term settlement with multiple dwellings, no one else arrived on the North American shores for nearly five hundred years. It doesn’t pass the smell test, yet this was the official scholarly position. It’s a position that’s extremely close-minded and has been proved to be patently false. Admittedly, the evidence refuting it has been slow to come forward, but, with the increasing sophistication of technology and the enhanced information sharing that it entails, come forward it has. Many new and exciting theories have been proposed about others who may have come to this continent during this five-hundred-year period.

      The truth is now ready to be told about what can only be described as one of the most important and previously unknown chapters in world history. It’s the story of the operations of the Knights Templar in North America before, during, and after their put-down by the king of France and the Roman Catholic Church in 1307. What may be the most interesting aspect of this history is virtually unknown and has never before been considered by scholars: the critical role that Native Americans played for centuries in the successful operations of their “blood brothers” on this continent.

      In Minnesota in 1898 a large slab of a stone inscribed with strange characters was found by a farmer by the name of Olof Ohman. Dubbed the Kensington Runestone, it is said to be a Scandinavian record from the fourteenth century. However, since its initial discovery its authenticity has been debated. More than a decade ago I performed geological relative-age weathering studies on the stone and realized that it was a genuine medieval artifact. I then began to consider who the party was that, in 1362, had carved and buried it as a marker attesting to a land claim. My five trips to Sweden between 2003 and 2005, investigating various aspects of the language, runes, dialect, and the grammar of the inscriptions, led to the conclusion that the carver had been a Cistercian monk from the southern Baltic region of Scandinavia.

      This prompted me to learn all I could about the White Monks (the Cistercians), including their unprecedented successful growth and accumulation of wealth and influence in the early to mid-twelfth century. Initially I had no idea who they were. It was only through the extensive research presented in books written by people like Alan Butler that I came to understand the hows and whys of their success and the success of their military arm: the Knights Templar.

      It didn’t take long for evidence to lead me from the Kensington Runestone and its inscriptions directly to the Templars. It never made sense that the Vikings had come to Minnesota at this time, given that the Viking Age ended in 1066 CE. And there is no way that any European party could have fought its way to what is now Kensington, Minnesota.

      So if not the Vikings—who had the knowledge, the motivation, and the means to undertake this long expedition in the middle of the fourteenth century—who was this party in Minnesota associated with the Kensington Runestone? Both Bill Mann and I came to the proper conclusion years ago; there was only one candidate.

      Upon delving into the Templars’ history it became pretty clear that, given their massive fleet of ships and long-range navigational abilities, they were the only logical candidates in 1362 to have sailed across the Atlantic and traversed the North American continent to what is now greater Minnesota. It also occurred to me that if ideological descendants of the suppressed Templar/Cistercian order had carved and buried the Kensington Runestone as a land claim, then they must have interacted with Native Americans. It thus made sense that some Native American tribes might know something about the Templars, as well as other cultures that had come to North America long before 1492. It turns out they most certainly do!

      One of the reasons we know so little about these matters from the Native American point of view, however, is because of the genocide committed against indigenous people before and after European contact was made. Oral traditions of the Ojibwa/Algonquin in Canada tell of nearly half their population dying from disease brought by “white men” in the 1300s. After contact, we brought more diseases and used every excuse imaginable to break our treaties with the indigenous people, to commit atrocities against them, and to steal their land. It’s no wonder they don’t trust the white man, and it is perfectly understandable why the current generation of Native Americans don’t care about the pre-Columbian history of Europeans on this continent. In academic publications there have been, from time to time, tidbits of information on this topic, presented by Native Americans who still retain much knowledge about their land’s prehistory. This is true even given the drastic reduction in their numbers and the deliberate attempts by the American and Canadian governments to eradicate their culture through forced assimilation during the expansion days of both countries and beyond.

      As I was writing my previous book a few years ago, I reached out to Bill for help with the research I was conducting. This research entailed comparing the rituals of the Mide’win secret society (the Grand Medicine Society) of the Ojibwa with the rituals of the Masonic Knights Templar. I knew Bill came from a family rich in Masonic history and that he also had extensive knowledge of the Mide’win, given that his mother was a full-blooded Algonquin. After answering my first few questions, Bill interjected, “How about if I fly to Minnesota and we spend a few days going through this?”

      Bill’s visit to Minnesota in January of 2012 was truly eye-opening and resulted in our learning that the parallels between the two groups weren’t just similar, they were identical. The Mide’win rituals had been documented by agents of the Smithsonian Institution in the 1880s, and, when I shared my source, Bill was surprised that these sacred rituals had been documented at all, let alone in such detail. The knowledge of the Mide’win culture’s rituals is divided into degrees of initiation that one must undergo in order to practice in the Mide’win tradition. Bill commented that even though it was surprising how much the institution had documented the first four degrees of Mide’win, whoever had shared this information back then hadn’t said anything about the last four degrees, and I found this most interesting. When I asked if the number eight (the total number of degrees in the Mide’win culture’s ritual scale) was significant, Bill smiled and replied, “The number eight is as sacred to Native Americans as the eight points of the Templar cross is to medieval Templars and modern Freemasons.”

      My education about Mide’win rituals was greatly advanced in the fall of 2014 when my wife, Janet, and I traveled with Bill and his wife, Sharon Marie, to Peterborough, Ontario, Canada, where I participated in a Mide’win sweat with an Ojibwa medicine man and his wife, who was a “keeper of the prophecies” in their tribe. We spent roughly two hours in the “bear’s den” sweat lodge, which was enlightening beyond my expectations and helped me better understand how Native Americans keep track of their history with such vivid detail and accuracy. I learned that the Templars were considered brothers by the Mide’win, given that they shared a similar ideology of balance and respect for the Great Spirit and all things of the Earth, including the rocks. At one point I asked this lovely Indian couple why they were willing to share such sacred information and the secrets of their people with me, and they answered, “Because it is now time to share what we know.”

      Only a few years ago I would have scoffed at such a statement, but I now understand what they mean. Bill also knows why it is time to share what he reveals in this book, including the location of the repository of ancient artifacts brought to this continent centuries ago, which is still being guarded by the elders of the local indigenous tribe. The information Bill presents comes from the knowledge gained from his life experience as a native Algonquin and as a high-ranking member of the Masonic Knights Templar of Canada. Bill’s book confirms not only that the medieval Knights Templar formed strategic alliances through intermarriages and like-minded ideologies but also warned their native brethren prior to contact about the dangers coming via persecution by Roman Christianity. Thus, although Native Americans all across the continent knew the persecution was coming, sadly, in the end, there was nothing they could do to stop it.

      Bill Mann shares so much new historical knowledge about the true history of North America that it boggles the mind. For me, the information rings true and answers many questions I’ve had, including how the Kensington party could have traveled across half a continent to place their now famous land-claim stone. They didn’t fight Native Americans to get there, they traveled with them. I also have every reason to believe the Scandinavian Templars didn’t place the land claim in the ground behind the backs of their native blood brothers. Instead, they did it with the hope that the preemptive claim of land would protect their brethren from the genocide that they themselves had already experienced just a half century earlier in 1307.

      I am proud to stand alongside Bill Mann as he reveals many long-kept secrets of the secret societies of both the Native Americans and the Knights Templar. He does this not for personal gain or recognition but instead so that it may enlighten the world and hopefully be a step in the right direction for all people to better understand and respect each other and our planet, for generations to come.

      SCOTT WOLTER is the host of America Unearthed. While working his day job as a world-renowned forensic geologist and the president of the Minnesota-based American Petrographic Services, Scott Wolter began developing a new science called archaeopetrography—a scientific process used to date and understand the origins of mysterious stone artifacts and sites. The first artifact Scott studied using this new science was the Kensington Runestone, which he believes is an authentic, pre-Columbian land claim carved in America by none other than the Knights Templar. The Kensington Runestone was the subject of a documentary special called Holy Grail in America that aired on History in 2009. Now, in America Unearthed on H2, Scott has the chance to use forensic geology and archaeopetrography to explore many other untold stories in American history, changing everything we think we know about the past.

    

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      A TIMELY TRILOGY

      It was in the pages of The Knights Templar in the New World: How Prince Henry Sinclair Brought the Grail to Acadia (Inner Traditions, March 2004) that I first presented the fascinating story of the medieval Scottish Prince Henry Sinclair. It was Prince Henry who arrived in the New World in 1398 CE, almost one hundred years before Columbus, having sailed to what is today mainland Nova Scotia from the Orkney Islands.1 In his 1954 Prince Henry Sinclair: His Expedition to the New World in 1398, Frederick Pohl was the first author to make a connection between the Algonquin/Mi’kmaq legend of Glooscap and the purported arrival of Prince Henry Sinclair and his fellow knights to the shoreline of Nova Scotia in 1398. Then in 1996, in Holy Grail Across the Atlantic, author Michael Bradley built upon Pohl’s work in various ways, including attempting to return King Arthur to his proper place in history as a descendant of the purported Holy Bloodline. Bradley also emphasized the North American segment of Prince Henry’s voyage, which has been largely ignored by Europeans, even to this day. 

      Prior to writing the first book in this trilogy, I determined that together with approximately five hundred of his most trusted fellow knights, their families, and a number of Cistercian monks, it was at a suitably named community called Green Oaks in Nova Scotia that Sinclair had established a secret Rose Line settlement. This was done with the support and assistance of the local natives, the Mi’kmaq. This settlement would be the first of many New World sanctuaries to provide refuge to the inner circle of the Knights Templar and their related Grail family members fleeing persecution by the Roman Catholic Church and its armies and agents.

      It bears repeating that in large part The Knights Templar in the New World is a personal story, because my late great-uncle, Frederic George Mann, was supreme grand master of the Knights Templar of Canada in the 1950s. And it was from him when I was just a child that I first received the “secret” geometric key that would eventually allow me to rediscover the site of the first Templar settlement established by Sinclair and his followers in what they considered at the time to be the new Arcadia.*1 2The Knights Templar in the New World became much more of a unique personal story when I later realized that my mother was descended from the Anishinabe/Algonquin, specifically the Kichespirini (people of the Ottawa River), and that my parents’ union mirrored that of the much earlier strategic intermarriages between the Templars and the native Algonquin that had occurred more than four hundred years ago.

      
        THE MEROVINGIAN CONNECTION

        A key tenet of this book and the theories it contains is that the lineage known as the Merovingian dynasty is comprised of the descendants of Jesus and Mary Magdalene. Ruling over the Franks for approximately three hundred years from the fifth century until the eighth, the Merovingian dynasty was founded by Childeric, son of Merovech. Childeric lived from 457 until 481. The dynasty ruled over the area that was known in antiquity as Gaul after Childeric’s son Clovis had united the territory.

        It was in Arcadia (later known as Acadia) that Prince Henry Sinclair and his followers sought to find a lasting refuge for the “Grail”—the Holy Grail Bloodline connecting the House of David and the House of Bethany to the Merovingian dynasty. This goal of finding a lasting refuge for the Grail was achieved through the establishment of a series of hidden sanctuaries across North America. Support for this story was originally found in a rare historical document called the Zeno Narrative, which was written in 1555 by an Antonio Zeno, the great-nephew of the Venetian Templar admirals Nicolo and Antonio, who accompanied Sinclair on his journey to the New World.

        Through the actions of many double agents such as Columbus and Champlain, all was kept relatively secret until the British persecuted and finally exiled the Acadians, many of whom were descendants of the bloodline, to Louisiana in 1755.3 On the surface, the British claimed that the Acadians failed to swear allegiance to the British crown. The reality was that the Acadians resisted all attempts by the British to discover the secret locations of the hidden Grail settlements.

        It was through authors Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh, and Henry Lincoln and their now famous book Holy Blood, Holy Grail*2 that the idea that Jesus and Mary Magdalene were married first surfaced in the modern era. Although earlier decipherments and allegations appeared in many books devoted to the mystery of Rennes-le-Château, including L’Or de Rennes by Gérard de Sède, Holy Blood, Holy Grail was the first to present, in English, a summary of the French research into the mystery of the Holy Bloodline. Indeed, a great deal of the material in Holy Blood, Holy Grail concerned the life of the French priest Bérenger Saunière and the mystery of Rennes-le-Château, originally derived from Gérard de Sède’s L’Or de Rennes.

        Of course, this monumental theory of the Holy Bloodline took on worldwide dimensions when presented in Dan Brown’s fictional work The Da Vinci Code. Many readers will recognize the common threads between Holy Blood, Holy Grail and The Da Vinci Code as evidenced by the lawsuit for plagiarism brought against Brown by the three English authors. Regardless of the lawsuit having been dismissed as unfounded, with the publishing of Holy Blood, Holy Grail in 1982 it can generally be said that the stage had been set for The Da Vinci Code.

        When Holy Blood, Holy Grail was first published the very idea that there were direct descendants of a union between Jesus and Mary Magdalene was met with ridicule and even threats of death from the faithful. However, with the advent of the Internet and the second millennium it appears that the time is now ripe for the general acceptance of an alternative world history.

        Any reader of Holy Blood, Holy Grail will certainly have recognized that certain periods or dates (from medieval times to the present) have signaled an increase in discovery or investigation into the mysteries of the Knights Templar, Rennes-le-Château, the Holy Bloodline, and the mysterious “treasure island” located along the south shore of Nova Scotia; namely, Oak Island. The early 1950s appear to be one of the latest of these periods when new information surfaced concerning the mystery of Rennes-le-Château—as a result of the hidden material found deposited in the famed Bibliothèque Nationale, and through the discovery of Oak Island’s stone triangle—which relates to the infamous Money Pit. The Money Pit is so named because its location on Oak Island became the focus for treasure hunters when a series of nine oak platforms within a vertical pit was first discovered back in 1795 by three local youths. The conjecture from this time forward was that an immense treasure of historical proportions lay at the bottom of the pit, just waiting to be recovered by anyone who dares to accept the challenge.

        It may be pure coincidence, but it was between 1950 and 1954 that my great-uncle Frederic George Mann assumed the ultimate position of supreme grand master of the Knights Templar of Canada. Significantly, my great-uncle’s immediate predecessor within the Knights Templar of Canada was a Halifax lawyer, Reginald Vanderbilt Harris, who not only represented the consortium that owned the island at that time but who also wrote one of the first books about the island and its mysteries.

      

      
        PRINCE HENRY SINCLAIR AND HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE HOLY BLOODLINE

        One of the most fascinating aspects about Prince Henry Sinclair was that at the time of his voyage in 1398 he was hereditary grand master of the Scottish Knights Templar, as well as an earl and vassal of Margaret, Queen of Norway (and Denmark), due to Norway’s control over the Orkney Islands. This meant that Prince Henry Sinclair and his followers were the most feared enemies of the Hanseatic League. This organization controlled most of the Baltic trade and looked to expand its seagoing empire out into the northern Atlantic from one of their home ports in Bergen, Norway.4

        Author Andrew Sinclair, in The Sword and the Grail, was one of the first to present a logical explanation linking Prince Henry Sinclair to Norway and that country’s battle for Baltic and Scandinavian seafaring supremacy in and around the fourteenth century. The Hanseatic League from northern Germany controlled most northern seas during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries due to the Danish and Norwegian kings being deeply in debt to Hanseatic merchants. The newly crowned Queen Margaret of Norway and Denmark sought to develop a Northern Commonwealth to compete with the league and entered into a secret agreement with the Venetian trading ships that were venturing into Baltic waters. To cement the newly formed alliance between Prince Henry and Queen Margaret, the queen granted the earldom of Orkney to Sinclair.

        What Andrew Sinclair also provided in The Sword and the Grail is the most wonderful description of Rosslyn, Scotland, the ancestral home of Prince Henry Sinclair, as well as other workings of Rosslyn Chapel and how sacred geometry and symbolism were applied during their late medieval construction. What he also confirmed, again perhaps unknowingly, is that if Rosslyn provided a resting place for the Holy Grail treasure then it only served as a temporary depository due to its relative accessibility to English invasion around the turn of the thirteenth century. The Queen’s granting the earldom of Orkney to Sinclair provided him with the necessary resources and hidden knowledge to make his secret voyage to the New World, possibly transporting the Holy Grail treasure to what at that time was considered a safe haven and sanctuary.

        With all of this in mind, let’s just speculate for the moment that it was a combination of all of these factors that explains the Templars’ meteoric rise in power. Then, just as suddenly, came their fall from grace, resulting in their demise on that fateful night of Friday, October 13, 1307, when Philippe the Fair, King of France, in conjunction with Pope Clement V, ordered the arrest and destruction of the French Templars.

      

      
        THE APPETITE FOR THE GRAIL AND THE ONGOING SEARCH FOR IT

        Prince Henry Sinclair was himself a direct descendant of the Holy Grail Bloodline.5 This meant that he was and still is considered to be the ultimate guardian of the Templar treasure, which many researchers and authors have speculated is either a real booty of gold, silver, and jewels; a historical genealogical record of the Grail family; or a firsthand account of their life written by either Jesus or the Magdalene herself. On another level the treasure could be said to be the ancient secret information that allowed Sinclair and those earlier seagoing Norse—the Vikings who had sailed before him—to navigate the treacherous North Atlantic.6

        In The Sword and the Grail, Andrew Sinclair traced the St. Clair name back to the More family of Viking and Norman ancestry. According to Sinclair, on the Epte River in the north of France, Rolf Rognvald of the powerful More family concluded the Treaty of St. Clair in 911, when King Charles the Simple married his daughter and was converted to Christianity, taking the name of St. Clair, which means “holy light.” The Epte River is in what was once the duchy of Normandy, which also included the southern states of the Lowlands. It is an area that was at one time part of the Merovingian dynasty, a dynasty that claims as offshoots the Byzantine emperors and empresses of the eastern Roman Empire, which traces its roots back to the union of Jesus and Mary Magdalene.

        The sagas of the Viking explorers can be found in many books. It is generally said that Erik the Red died shortly after the return of the first Vinland expedition at the turn of the eleventh century and that Lief, his son, took his place as leader of the clan. At that time the Greenland settlement included several hundred farmers, hunters, fishermen, and traders. A Christian church, built to the order of Thorhild, Erik’s consort, thrived until the settlers reverted to their pagan roots. The island population reached about four thousand at its peak, but many of its number eventually returned to their homeland.

        It is recorded that Thorvald, the second son, borrowed Lief ’s knorr and sailed for Vinland in 1004 with a crew of thirty. The saga mentions no incident on the journey to the Liefsbodarna, Lief ’s wintering place. The saga says that Thorvald sent parties to first explore “the land to the west” and then he “followed the coast to the northward.” After three years in Vinland, during which a long coastline (perhaps a thousand miles) was thoroughly explored (and mapped?), the settlement broke up and returned to Greenland. One version has it that the men fell to quarreling over the favors of the few women, but most references blame the relentless hostility of the natives.

        The treasure may also consist of associated relics that can ultimately be tested against the DNA of known members of the Holy Grail Bloodline. (As such, in the pages of this book, I will reveal the startling results of my own DNA and its associated revelations, along with my direct descendancy from Prince Henry Sinclair and beyond.)

        In terms of where the treasure might lie, many people believe its final resting place is the enigmatic Oak Island, located on the south shore of Nova Scotia. Of the numerous books and articles written about Oak Island and the Money Pit, three of them are prominent because of their in-depth background to the story and the theories as to the nature of the group of men responsible for the construction of such an impregnable defense. In The Oak Island Mystery author D’Arcy O’Connor concentrated on Captain William Kidd as the legendary depositor of the immense treasure. W. S. Crooker, in Oak Island Mystery, attributed the mystery surrounding the building of the Money Pit to be on the same level as the mysteries of Easter Island, the Nazca Plain, and the Great Pyramid of Egypt. To Crooker, Oak Island can only be compared with the many strange works found in various parts of the world that apparently originated long before recorded history. But, per Crooker, Oak Island is different in one way. Unlike the other great mysteries of the world, its artifacts or workings cannot be physically viewed and examined, because everything is underground. In Crooker’s mind, Oak Island is an inverted Easter Island or Great Pyramid with its labyrinth of shafts and tunnels.

        The book that I feel most comfortable with is The Money Pit Mystery, by author Rupert Furneaux, because of its more logical reasoning from an engineering viewpoint as to the identity of the mysterious Mr. X who constructed the Money Pit, and why. The conclusion that Furneaux comes to is that the intricate tunnel and vault system was engineered by the British military just prior to the American Revolution to safeguard British monies swept away from the colonies.

        Following many attempts to decipher the ancient Templar code of sacred geometry, it’s now been determined by several other researchers that Oak Island is not the final resting place of this treasure. Constantly being pursued by their enemies, the descendants of the Holy Bloodline moved farther westward across the vast wilderness of North America, all the while continuing to intermarry into the native population. Having thus been moved over several generations from one Templar sanctuary to another, all signs, seals, and tokens now point to the fact that the Templar treasure still remains an elusive talisman.

        Yet still, this compelling story (when coupled with current events across Europe and the Middle East) has captured the public’s imagination over the past decade and has caused an insatiable quest for anything and everything Grail related. With the explosive release of Dan Brown’s novel The Da Vinci Code, this appetite hit an all-time high. As well, two recent movies, National Treasure and National Treasure II: Book of Secrets, presented (for the first time in a mainstream format) the idea that the founding of the United States was based on Masonic principles as well as the feminine Grail veneration. This line of thinking also posits that the founding of America was potentially financed through a small portion of the Templar treasure that was secretly provided to George Washington and Thomas Jefferson for that very purpose.

      

      
        THE ROLE OF THE VENUS FAMILIES

        Two good friends of mine, Scott and Janet Wolter, have been very much involved in ideas of this nature. Scott currently hosts the widely popular series America Unearthed found on the History 2 Channel, and he has authored books pertaining to the Kensington Runestone and the symbolism behind the mysterious Hooked X (a cryptic symbol found on the Kensington Runestone). His wife, Janet, has just recently coauthored America: Nation of the Goddess with a mutual friend of ours, Alan Butler.7

        In America: Nation of the Goddess the authors reveal how a secret cabal of influential “Venus” families with a lineage tracing back to the Eleusinian Mysteries has shaped the history of the United States since its founding. The evidence for such incredible assertions comes from American institutions such as the National Grange Order of Husbandry and from the man-made landscape of the United States where massive structures and whole cities conform to an agenda designed to elevate the feminine in religion and society.

        The authors explain how the Venus families, working through the Freemasons and later the Grange, planned the American Revolution and the creation of the United States. It was this group who set the stage for the founding fathers to create Washington, D.C., according to the principles of sacred geometry and with an eye toward establishing a New Jerusalem. The authors explore the sacred design of the Washington Monument, revealing its occult purpose and connections to the heavens. They reveal how the obelisks in New York City depict the stars of Orion’s Belt, just like the Giza pyramids do, and how the site of one of the obelisks, Manhattan’s Saint Paul’s Chapel, is the American counterpart to Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland.

        Exposing the strong esoteric influences behind the establishment of the Grange in the United States, they connect this apparently conservative order of farmers to the Venus families and trace its lineage back to the Cistercians, who as we know were a major voice in the promotion of the Crusades and the establishment of the Knights Templar. The logical connection therefore is that these families are some of the remaining descendants of Prince Henry Sinclair’s Holy Bloodline voyage of 1398—families whose lineage and intermarriage have been controlled by a guiding force over a number of centuries.

        In their books the authors speak of the union of Jesus and Mary Magdalene producing the “Rose,” “Star,” “Grail,” or “Venus family”—it goes by many different names. Others talk about the Dragon Bloodline, the Holy Grail Bloodline, the Rose Line, or the Grail refugees. No matter what the label, the substance is the same: this controversial yet sacred union has produced a unique family lineage that still exists to this day.

        Of course not everyone is ready for such a dramatic shift in religious direction relating to the acceptance of the Holy Bloodline. The Vatican still clings to the basic tenets of the Bible, and the religious right in the United States is strengthening its evangelical beliefs through an ever-increasing influence on mainstream politics. Presently in Europe, within the context of a European Union, the long-established royal houses and even pretenders all appear to be vying for the ultimate “divine” position. At the same time and therefore no mere coincidence, the House of Windsor is constantly bombarded by stories of intrigue and possibly even murder. One such result is that following her tragic death Princess Diana’s direct connection to the Merovingian bloodline through the Spencer family (originally De Spenser) was finally revealed and, along with it, a veneration of Diana that reached almost mythic proportions exploded upon the world.

        In an attempt to counter this Goddess veneration and make the House of Windsor even more legitimate and stronger, the union of Prince William and Kate Middleton, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, has recently given birth to a “rightful” and therefore “divine” heir, namely Prince George, who’s now third in line to the throne. It is in this tiny baby boy that we now find the age-old notion of the royal male heir becoming the representative head of a new golden era. And, just to provide a little insurance and security, Kate has more recently given birth to Charlotte, a “spare to the heir.” Indeed, this mass-marketing strategy appears to be working, with the British royals pulling out all of the stops, as the 2014 vote against Scottish independence has proved.

        In an opposite vein, almost designed to counter the popularity of The Da Vinci Code and its Goddess/Magdalene-oriented story, recent dramatic productions such as Noah and Risen have stirred the inner soul of both the Christian believer and nonbeliever alike. Even Pope Francis currently appears to be championing the cause by introducing a more moderate position of the church. Francis has indicated that he chose his formal name in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi, which is quite interesting considering he is a Jesuit. His stated reason for choosing Francis of Assisi is that Francis was a man of poverty, a man of peace, a man who loved and protected Creation.

        But even this relatively liberal stance has tended to polarize the views and opinions of several religious groups to the point where common ground relating to the true spirit of Jesus may again never be achieved—common ground that at one time had been established between the medieval Knights Templar and their supposed enemies, the Muslims, as well as the Jews, both during and following the Crusades, close to a thousand years ago.

      

      
        THE ANTIENT GRIDLINES AND THE CELTIC ELL

        All of this provides an appropriate background to my second book in the trilogy, The Templar Meridians: The Secret Mapping of the New World (Inner Traditions, 2008). Through an ever-expanding understanding and knowledge of what continues to be the true secret behind the Templar knowledge, within the pages of The Templar Meridians I deciphered an antient longitudinal/latitudinal grid pattern across North America based on maps and other related documents that had been discovered by the original nine Templars under the site of the Temple of Solomon.

        This secret knowledge, among other things, provided the medieval Knights Templar with the ability to establish accurate latitudinal and longitudinal positions long before it became an acceptable practice in the eighteenth century. Through continuous archaeoastronomical observations of the sun, moon, and stars and their relative positions recorded through the numerous stone, earth, and native medicine circles established around the world, certain ancient secret societies were, in essence, able to map the world. They did this through the travels and settlements of those intrepid men who came to be known as the ancient mariners or the native shamans who traveled farther than anyone might imagine.

        Thus it is now easy to understand the ever-increasing volume of evidence of pre-Christian exploration and trade throughout the New World by diverse groups such as the Celts, Carthaginians, Phoenicians, and Egyptians—and the rediscovery and application of this antient grid pattern across America by some of the earliest Knights Templar before Prince Henry and his followers ultimately established their last refuge at what I refer to as the Prime Templar Meridian. Indeed, there is a little-known document labeled the Cremona Document, which has caused speculation that the first Templar voyage to the New World occurred sometime in the late eleventh or early twelfth century.

        This secret knowledge also provided those who were “in on the secret” with the ability to enjoy a limitless supply of precious metals and other earthly materials and medicines. In addition to the much sought after copper and gold, it has now come to light that the Templars also enjoyed an unlimited source of rare earth minerals including titanium, manganese, iridium, and chromite. This most likely explains their overwhelming military strength due to superior weaponry during the First (1096–1099) and Second Crusades (1145–1149).

        In addition, this secret knowledge allowed for friendship and trade with the indigenous people of the New World and enabled Prince Henry Sinclair and his Knights Templar to reestablish a series of secret Rose Line settlements across North America, thus securing the Grail refugees’ ongoing protection until they could be fully assimilated into the native population. It also allowed them to circumnavigate the world and to verify those ancient maps in their possession. These maps were so accurate that the Templars were confident that buried boundary markers, artifacts, manuscripts, and/or relics could easily be retrieved centuries later by future initiates of the sacred knowledge—by New World agents such as Jacques Cartier, Samuel de Champlain, Pierre de La Vérendrye, Louis Hennepin, Robert de La Salle, Duluth (Samuel Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut), and Louis Joliet, among others.

        This understanding of antient wisdom certainly explains why esoteric visionaries such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson sought to tap in to this pattern of concealed energy through their respective designs of Washington, D.C., and Monticello. English author and historian Alan Butler has done an admirable job of uncovering these aspects in his book City of the Goddess, which examines the use of the ancient Celtic ell measurement in the layout of America’s capital city. This understanding also provides for a fascinating, underlying reasoning for Jefferson’s sponsorship of the Lewis and Clark expedition in that the expedition’s secret purpose was to search out the final resting place of the grand initiate who “reactivated” the meridians across North America—the same Prince Henry Sinclair.

        Even Joseph Smith and his immediate successor, Brigham Young, of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS), play into the notion that snippets of the secret antient knowledge surrounding the application of the rose line meridians across North America led not only to safe refuge and treasure but also to the establishment of a New Jerusalem. Many readers will be amazed at how the establishment of the meridian and base marker at the southeast corner of Temple Square in Salt Lake City, Utah, corresponds rather nicely to the most important north–south prime meridian in this overall story.

        It now most certainly appears that this strategic navigational advantage over the established church and state, rather than their claim of being the guardians of the Holy Bloodline, led to the ultimate downfall of the Templars. For in the absence of a confirmed DNA match (which might be obtained from samples of blood, hair, or bone), a direct descendancy resulting from a union of Jesus and Mary Magdalene could continue to be discredited by the church and its propaganda machine, much as it had been doing for the past two thousand years.

        The so-called New World represented not only unlimited wealth but also an opportunity to establish a “New World Order” free from the oppressive control of both the European church and state. Of course, both the Roman Catholic Church and church-acclaimed Holy Roman emperors could not allow these upstarts to undermine close to two thousand years of world dominance, so they unleashed their most trusted agents and spies and ruthless armies to hunt down and destroy what was left of the Knights Templar and the Holy Bloodline.

        Again, it is this understanding that also explains the many aspects of the compelling, late-nineteenth-century French story of Rennes-le-Château and the priest Bérenger Saunière, for Saunière had obviously stumbled across the secret knowledge of the antient rose lines. Bits of this Goddess-related knowledge had also been deciphered earlier by the founders of Montreal, led by followers of the Order of Saint Vincent—the Sulpicians.

        Both the Sulpicians and their inherent rivals, the Jesuits, had inklings of the clues that lay in two of the most masterful Renaissance paintings ever completed in the seventeenth century: The Shepherds of Arcadia (Et in Arcadia Ego . . .) by Nicolas Poussin, and St. Anthony and St. Paul Fed by Ravens by David Teniers the Younger. The reader will be amazed, I believe, by my discovery of how similar hidden levels of the two paintings come together to display one big treasure map across North America and the final resting place of the Templar treasure.

        If only everybody had the eyes to see what has been in plain sight all along!

        All in all, the third and final book in this timely trilogy, Templar Sanctuaries in North America: Sacred Bloodlines and Secret Treasures, is a fascinating consolidation and lasting revelation of the knowledge, understanding, and wisdom of the medieval Templar warrior/monks and their concept of a New World—starting with a New Jerusalem—located in New Scotland (Nova Scotia). It ends with a dramatic unveiling of the ultimate New World secret sought by so many factions over at least the past four hundred years—the location of the last Knights Templar refuge in the New World where the major portion of the lost treasure of the Templars remains to this day!

        As we know, this treasure is assumed to be the same treasure taken from caverns below the site of the destroyed second Temple of Solomon. This treasure is required to sanctify the building of a proposed third temple in Jerusalem. The present-day political and religious ramifications of a discovery of this nature are limitless. It could result in Jerusalem once again being deemed the center of the world. Or the artifacts and relics could be used to sanctify a New Jerusalem, perhaps even in North America.

        Conversely, if the treasure was to fall into the wrong hands, then the world’s greatest religions could be held for ransom, or even worse.

      

      
        MY PERTINENT FAMILY HISTORY

        Finally, Templar Sanctuaries reveals that its author is one of the last remaining, modern-day, native Indian/Templar blood guardians left to stand guard over this secret knowledge. The time is now for the truth behind the Holy Grail, in accordance with the four-hundred-year-old Anishinabe/Algonquin prophecies, to be unveiled!

        I find myself continually going back to the question of how my family could have become privy to certain information developed by a band of medieval Scottish Knights Templar. Why me? What is it about the Mann family’s background that allows me such familial access to this seemingly unsolvable mystery? Luckily, Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh provided me with the solution to this piece of the riddle through their book, The Temple and the Lodge, in their explanation about the ties between the east coast of medieval Scotland and the countries of England and Flanders and Normandy.

        The Mann family is of strong Flemish/Norman descent.

        According to the British authors, following the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and the victory of William the Conqueror up to and during the reigns of Scottish kings David I (1124–1153) and Malcolm IV (1153–1165), there was a systematic policy of settling Flemish and Norman people along the east coasts of Scotland and England. As a result, early Scottish and English people and Scottish and English towns assumed certain distinctly Flemish/Norman characteristics. Other elements of Scotland’s ancient Celtic heritage found their way back to Flanders and Normandy. Therefore, it’s not that hard to imagine that old loyalties remained with the class of tradesmen and merchants, many of Flemish and Norman origin, who settled throughout the new towns of England and Scotland. Indeed, it was these “middle class” tradesmen and merchants who became the administrators and financiers of the newfound royalty and Templar network of holdings and who maintained regular shipping and trading between the larger urban centers of Europe. These old loyalties continued throughout the centuries through fraternities such as the Freemasons.

        For years the Mann family of Norwich, England, made annual pilgrimages to the Chapel of Saint Sophia located in Glendaruel, Argyll, Scotland. Baigent and Leigh noted in The Temple and the Lodge8 that in Argyll, Scotland, there appears to be a unique concentration of Masonic graves and anonymous military gravestones.

        Indeed, in The Temple and the Lodge, Baigent and Leigh presented a great deal of background material concerning the centralization of English Freemasonry in support of the theory that in the United Grand Lodge there was an inner core of other Freemasonic bodies, which originated in Jacobite Freemasonry. Because of this the English Freemasonry of Grand Lodge was said to have an important role in both the French and the American Revolutions. (For more in-depth information concerning the influence of Freemasonry on eighteenth- and nineteenth-century societies, The Temple and the Lodge is a must read.)

        The only advice that I can provide at this point to the reader is to open your mind to the possibility that there is an alternative history—or at least a previously unknown underlying reason—for all of the major world events that have transpired over the past two thousand years. The key is to be able to peel back the many veils of secrecy that have been laid layer upon layer. In a majority of cases the trails can and have led to a dead end, much like the classic labyrinth of legends and myths.

        I apologize now to those readers who find what’s presented here more akin to a roller-coaster ride than an immense revelation. The historical background can be rather boring at times but is necessary in order to understand the multilayered, multigenerational manipulations that have taken place over the past five thousand years. Please trust me when I say that this material is necessary to the story. My only advice is to skim through those sections that may be less than absorbing and then go back and reread the book again. I guarantee that every time you read it you will gain a new perspective on history the way it’s been presented to us over time.

        Do readers need to read the first two books in this timely trilogy to understand this third one? It’s not absolutely necessary, given that I have selectively reconfirmed the necessary portions of the puzzle, unless the reader wants to explore in-depth the full background and knowledge of what led me to the final resting place of the Templar treasure. Templar Sanctuaries in North America is written in such a way that it stands on its own, building on the same foundations established in the first two books. One of the main themes of this book is that past societies have, for their own purposes, assumed the very foundations of those that went before them. As to who rightfully owns the treasure, readers will have to decide for themselves. Just remember one thing: Let he who has the understanding use it with wisdom.
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      D’ARTT OF THE ANTIENTS
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      Fig. 1.1. Jesus Christ depicted as the Great Architect of the Universe

      
        FROM BRUNET TO BOURGET

        In the fall of 2011, I received what first appeared to be a simple envelope from a fellow modern-day knight, whom I had last met during a visit to Montreal while attending a business conference. The envelope contained nothing more than an 8½ x 11-inch color photo of a single-page document with the original showing damage by fire and water. Thankfully the writing was still discernible. The document appeared to have been written on a parchment-thin, light-brown animal skin of some kind and bore the mark of the St. Sulpician Archives of Montreal.
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        Fig. 1.2. Map demonstrating range of St. Sulpician missions across eastern Canada in 1845, extending across most of what is now the Canadian Maritimes, the provinces of Québec and Ontario, coinciding with the eastern portion of the larger Algonquin Nation

        The original, dated June 23, 1845, had been written in Old French script and was a letter report to Monsignor Bourget, then bishop of Montreal, from Father Brunet, a traveling priest or missionary of sorts. It was Brunet’s stated task to travel the rivers and trails of the extensive archdiocese of Montreal to the various missions that the St. Sulpicians had established among the larger Algonquin Nation. Brunet was no common lay brother though. He was a direct descendant of one of those lesser French nobility families who had suffered immensely during the French Revolution. Luckily he had been able to escape Paris as a young novice, with the assistance of his St. Sulpician superiors, to the relative obscurity of New France.

        Curiously, Brunet’s report referred to a direct ancestor of mine on my mother’s side, a Thomas Lagarde dit St. Jean, who had been the main subject of a conversation that I’d had with my friend from Montreal during my prior visit. Following a wonderful dinner, we talked about many things relating to the early beginnings of New France and the establishment of Montreal, in part because of two earlier books that I had written in relation to what I consider to be the hidden history behind the “discovery” and settlement of the Americas. The first book was The Knights Templar in the New World, and the second was titled The Templar Meridians: The Secret Mapping of the New World.

        The fraternal bond that we shared during this conversation led to a most interesting fact: we both had European ancestors who had been involved in the very early development of the fur trade in New France in the early 1600s and had married into the Algonquin Nation. This was a trend at the time, done purposely to secure trade with the natives and to enable the traders to travel inland along the Ottawa River and Great Lakes into the hinterland of beaver and deer. In my friend’s case, his particular ancestor had been of Scots origin, whereas mine was of the lesser French nobility who had come to New France with Champlain. Both obviously looked to find their fortunes in the Canadian wilderness.

        It certainly appeared to be more than mere coincidence that our two families would individually determine it to be more than strategic to intermarry into what at that time, from a formal European perspective, would have been considered to be an inferior race. But there was something more to the report provided by the common priest Brunet to the then powerful Bishop of Montreal. It spoke of an intrigue of sorts, as the following translation of Brunet’s letter illustrates.

        Msg. Bourget,
The twenty-third of June, 1845, you [directed or chose] [me] a community priest to evangelize in the distant regions of the North West from the immense diocese of Saint Sulpice. I happened upon the little mission at Allumette Island in the fall the twenty-second of September. With two young [Iroquois] Indians from Lake of Two Mountains, I [stayed] [secretly] with a voyager Thomas Lagarde dit St. Jean, [who is] a member of the Masons and also descended from Algonquins. He is a fugitive and has been condemned to death under the authority of the English at Montréal. He is to return in secret to Montréal with the voyager Urquet St. Jean of St. Francis of Templeton, and then retire among the Nipigon. We have the benefit of certain matters which I can discuss with you in depth soon.

        
          Brunet
        

        After reading the letter for the first time I was simply stunned at the notion that a direct ancestor of mine, more than a hundred and fifty years ago, was a hunted man and condemned to death by the British. The Brits militarily controlled Upper and Lower Canada ever since the French had been defeated on the Plains of Abraham in 1759. There was also the interesting reference to Allumette Island, a location in the midst of the Ottawa River that has tremendous spiritual and ancestral significance to the Algonquin. And it seemed that Brunet had deemed it of some importance to note that Lagarde was both an Algonquin and a Freemason, and I was intrigued by this as well.

        The official story is that Freemasonry, including Templarism, had been introduced to British North America in the early eighteenth century by the many military officers who had been assigned to the various postings throughout eastern North America.1 But I had come to realize through my own initiations that the higher degrees and Orders of both Scottish and York Rite Masonry (Knights Templar to be exact) were actually mirror images of some of the earliest ceremonies and rituals*3 practiced by a specific group of Native Americans (the Old Mide’win) long before the arrival of Champlain in 1604.

        Was there some hidden Native American/Masonic connection to my family lineage?

        Yet this is not what intrigued me the most when I read the letter for the first time. I couldn’t help but think that I had read the same last sentence contained in Brunet’s report—“We have the benefit of certain matters which I can discuss with you in depth soon”—somewhere before. The notion that Brunet had been told or shown something by Lagarde that could not be articulated in the letter and warranted a personal audience with the bishop suggested a unique “secret” in some manner. Perhaps the information related to the story behind Lagarde being wanted by the British, or perhaps the information related to something far more mysterious and invaluable.

        And then there was the date: June 23, 1845. From my previous research I was very much aware that to the Knights Templar, June 24, Saint John the Baptist Day, was the most important day of the year. It was the day that the knights venerated the man who had baptized Jesus. (June 24 was also the date in 1314 when the Scottish Knights Templar purportedly rode to the rescue of Robert the Bruce and helped turn the tide at the Battle of Bannockburn. In fact, the first day of battle was June 23, 1314.2)

        John the Baptist plays a large part in the Holy Bloodline theory. Scholars generally believe Jesus was a follower or disciple of John, and several New Testament accounts report that some of Jesus’s early followers had previously been followers of John. The Baptist is also mentioned by the Roman/Jewish historian Josephus, noting that he was considered a messianic figure himself and is referred to as the precursor or forerunner of Jesus.

        In the Gospel of John, the fourth gospel, John the Baptist is described as “a man sent from God to bear witness to the light so that through him everyone might believe.” In this light, John was seen to be Elijah, the prophet. However, John directly denies being the Christ or Elijah or “the prophet,” instead describing himself as the “voice of one crying in the wilderness.”

        In any event, was there a clue in the date itself as to the secret that Brunet could only share with his superior in person? Brunet suggested even something more in his letter, identifying the voyageur as Thomas Lagarde dit St. Jean. Etymologically speaking, was Thomas seen as “the guard(ian) of Saint John (the Baptist)”? A “dit” name is a descriptive alias, or an a.k.a. of sorts, employed by early French Canadian families to distinguish one familial lineage from another. Compared to other aliases or nicknames that are given to one specific person, the dit names were adopted by families in relation to earlier occupations, the regions in France from whence they hailed, or some other distinctive aspect of the family’s history.
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        Fig. 1.3. Enhanced photograph of a copy of the original Brunet letter to Monsignor Bourget, Bishop of Montreal, dated June 23, 1845. Note the seal of the St. Sulpician Archives of Montreal at the bottom of the letter. Property of the author, William F. Mann.

        In my previous two books I’ve shown that there are many facets to this entire story and that multiple levels of interpretation are required. If he had been schooled in the esoteric, Brunet could have buried multiple messages, codes, or clues within his letter, using the five elements, or keys of wisdom, that have been maintained in certain offshoots of Freemasonry. These Little Keys of Solomon, as they are known, allow the initiate to apply a variety of meanings on many different levels not only to increase the “secretiveness” of a ritual or message but also to trigger a higher level of understanding and knowledge.*4 3

        Even to this day, every year in the early morning darkness of June 24, American and Canadian Masons climb Owl’s Head Mountain, which is located south of Montreal along the Québec-Vermont border. It is here, in a natural rock bowl found on the mountaintop, that they perform the third degree ritual at sunrise. Surprisingly, what many of the modern-day Masons do not realize when they participate in the Owl’s Head ritual on June 24 is that they are actually paying homage to an ancient pagan tradition.

        The owl symbolism in fact can originally be traced back to the Hebrew/Akkadian goddess Lilith, a goddess of wisdom and magic who was depicted in many cases with owl’s feet and wings and accompanied by two owls. Although it is said fraternally that the ceremony conforms to Antient, Free and Accepted Masonry and that “the old customs are carried out to the Masonic letter,” the ceremony undeniably pays tribute to a far older, pagan Goddess ritual.
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        The key to the pagan origins of Freemasonry lies in the symbolic story of Hiram Abiff and the association or adoption of ancient initiation rites into the three basic degrees of Masonry. In Masonic lore the basis of the legend of Hiram Abiff is the semi-mythical story of the construction of King Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem. This building is regarded as the repository of ancient occult wisdom and symbolism by both the modern-day Freemasons and the Knights Templar. Kabbalistic traditions suggest that during the building of Solomon’s Temple the craftsmen who came from Tyre with Hiram were paid in corn, wine, and oil. These specific sacrificial offerings were associated with the fertility cults of the dying gods such as Osiris and Adonis.

        The same kabbalistic traditions tell of how Solomon supposedly carried King Hiram of Tyre off to hell by evoking a demon. However, this was not an act of vengeance. The story goes that when the king of Tyre returned from the depths, he told Solomon of all that he had seen and learned in the infernal kingdom. According to the Kabbalah, this was the true source of Solomon’s wisdom. What this suggests is that Solomon was in actual fact a student of Hiram and was instructed by him in the pagan mysteries of the goddess Ishtar (also known as Astarte) and her story of the underworld.
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        Fig. 1.4. Historic picture depicting a Masonic gathering atop Owl’s Head Mountain, Stanstead, Québec, following a sunrise ceremony commemorating Saint John the Baptist Day, June 24. Image provided courtesy of the Grand Lodge of Quebec.

        Not to be mistaken with Arcadia, the Akkadian Empire from which the owl symbolism derives refers to the Semitic-speaking state that grew up around the city of Akkad, north of Sumer. The empire reached its greatest extent under Sargon of Akkad between 2296 and 2240 BCE. It was the first true empire in world history, and it flourished in one of the most fertile areas of the globe: the alluvial plain of southern Mesopotamia, which fed into the later Babylonian civilization.

      

      
        ANTIENT, FREE AND ACCEPTED

        Perhaps Brunet’s letter speaks, in some oddly synchronistic way, to what I had written about in my previous two books. As I have noted, it was in The Knights Templar in the New World that I first explored the voyage of Prince Henry Sinclair, hereditary grand master of the Scottish Knights Templar, and his fellow knights. As established, this was the group who crossed the North Atlantic in 1398 CE in several ships to establish in Nova Scotia the first of many Rose Line settlements that ultimately stretched across North America.

        I speculated in my earlier books that the hidden and underlying purpose behind Prince Henry Sinclair’s daring and dramatic adventure was the need to establish a series of New World sanctuaries for the true Holy Bloodline—true living descendants of the union of Jesus and Mary Magdalene. And the individual sanctuaries that housed the direct descendants of the bloodline at one time or another are referred to as “Rose Lines.” The derivation of the phrase Rose Line (conceived “under the rose”) is as follows: In Greek mythology Aphrodite, the goddess of love, is said to have created the rose. The Romans turned Aphrodite into their goddess Venus. Rome was where Venus became the symbol of love and beauty. Cupid made the flower into a symbol of secrecy when he offered a rose to Harpocrates, the god of silence, in order to hush Venus’s amorous escapades. As such, Roman dining room ceilings were decorated with roses, reminding guests to keep secret what had been said during dinner. Hence, sub rosa, “under the rose,” became the term for discretion and confidentiality.4

        In my second book, The Templar Meridians: The Secret Mapping of the New World, I delved more into how Prince Henry Sinclair came to possess D’Artt of the Antients, which was required to be able to reactivate a series of longitudinal meridians/rose lines across the New World. This enabled Prince Henry and those generations that followed him to locate and record the exact positions of a far-reaching network of Templar sanctuaries and focal points.

        D’Artt of the Antients relates to those geometric axioms and mathematical proofs that were first developed and considered sacred in pre-Christian times by Greek philosophers and mathematicians such as Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, and Euclid. Indeed, it is simple Euclidean geometry upon which the geometric lessons of Freemasonry are based.

        It is to Euclid that the proverb “there is no royal road to knowledge” is attributed. However, little is known of Euclid’s life beyond the fact that he was born about 325 BCE and died about 265 BCE. It is known that he spent most of his life in Alexandria and that he taught mathematics at the university there and to private students for many years. His work fills a large part of the history of mathematics, with his greatest work being the Elements of Mathematics, which covered parts of arithmetic, a theory of numbers, algebra, and proportion, and all that was then known of geometry. The complete works consisted of thirteen books, and of these, seven were devoted to geometry. The books on geometry are usually separated from the others and together are known as Euclid’s Elements of Geometry and more often simply referred to as The Elements. The reader will realize later on the real significance of the simple fact that seven of Euclid’s works were devoted to geometry.

        In The Elements, Euclid supposed that its reader could only use the ruler and compass and no other instrument. All of his drawings, proofs, and solutions are therefore based on and carried out by means of the straight line and circle. During and since Euclid’s time other methods have been developed, but these belong to what is called higher geometry. It is Euclid’s elementary geometry, the simpler form, that interests us here, in part given that this is the form that the Freemasons adopted for their use.

        Now returning to the alternative name of this text of axioms and geometric proofs, D’Artt of the Antients, the next puzzle has to do with its label. Why is the word Ancients spelled A-n-t-i-e-n-t-s in this case? The “t” in antients actually suggests that God was responsible for the conveyance of the elementary laws of geometry directly to man. As will be demonstrated, the symbol T has played an intimate part in the conveyance of this knowledge throughout the ages. Not surprisingly, therefore, it continues to be promoted by certain Masonic bodies that the two main principles of Freemasonry (moral allegory and sacred geometry) have been passed down from a time before the Great Deluge, directly from God. Thus, the use of the phrasing “Antient, Free and Accepted Masons, or A.F. & A. M.,”*5 5 the key word here being free, implies that the principles and traditions are unencumbered by third party intermediaries such as priests or other mediums.

        And why, in this situation, are two “t’s” contained in the Old French word for D’Artt? As we have learned, the second “t” is representative of God or, on the same level, the earlier pagan Goddess. Thus, there is the suggestion of “God’s Art” or the “Art of the Goddess.” In this light this symbolism of the “t” was adopted by one of the first true monastic mystics, Saint Anthony.6 Saint Anthony was also known as the patron saint of skin diseases, in particular ergotism, or Saint Anthony’s Fire. He had a reputation as a healer in general and for this reason was the object of much devotion in the Middle Ages and during the Crusades.

      

      
        THE HIDDEN SIGNIFICANCE OF SAINT ANTHONY

        About the year 285 CE, at the age of thirty-five, it is said that Anthony crossed the eastern branch of the Nile and took up residence in some ruins on the top of a mountain. Here he lived almost twenty years in solitude. To satisfy his ever-growing group of followers he eventually came down from the mountain and founded his first monastery. But he chose for the most part to shut himself up in his cell upon the mountain until his death.

        In Sassetta’s famous painting The Meeting of St. Anthony and St. Paul (ca. 1440 CE) three scenes in one are presented. Anthony, in the first scene, is shown setting out across the desert to find his companion, Saint Paul. In the second scene he blesses the centaur, a symbol of the pagan world, in a manner suggesting that the Christian Church adopted many symbols from its pagan roots. The third scene is where Saint Anthony finally meets with Saint Paul (bringing together the two rings of light that surround them in a symbolism reminiscent of the vesica piscis!). All of this takes place in a landscape dense with woods under a horizon high above the airy hills. In scene three, though, instead of sky there is an abstract gold ground that seems to emphasize a gold-rich land where there is a preciousness with which simple objects and events are treated. Could this be another sly reference to the blessed land of Arcadia?
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