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Dirrayawadha is written with yindyamarra for my Wiradyuri Elders, those who have passed over, my Ancestors and ngurambang.


I acknowledge with yindyamarra the descendants of Windradyne, including Dinawan Dyirribang (Uncle Bill Allen Jr), and I thank the late Mary Coe and historian Stephen Gapps for the important and valuable research and writing done to record Wiradyuri truths in history, not just for the mob, but for all Australians.


This novel is a work of fiction but tells truths as I understand them today.










Author’s note


I share this fictionalised account of the Wiradyuri wars as part of truth-telling in Australia. What happened in Bathurst in the 1820s, and across Wiradyuri ngurambang (and beyond), has been referred to by Dinawan Dyirribang (Uncle Bill Allen Jr) as the Homeland Wars, by others as the Frontier Wars, and by historian Henry Reynolds as the Forgotten Wars – events that happened on Australian soil that the nation has chosen to forget.


And therein lies the subjectivity in history. One person’s or party’s truth is not necessarily the same as another’s truth. Let’s not forget that much of the history of the world has been recorded by the colonisers. And the way in which the colonisers remember and record history is significantly different to the way in which colonised peoples remember and record history.


This is why the work of the late Mary Coe, and the memories and knowledge of our people, are important: to share our truths in history.


Along with Mary Coe’s Windradyne, a Wiradjuri Koorie (Blackbooks, 1986), and the more recent and comprehensive study by Stephen Gapps, Gudyarra: The First Wiradyuri War of Resistance – The Bathurst War, 1822–1824 (NewSouth, 2021), I hope my work helps to force the memory of this nation to engage with the truth of war on our soil: the bloodshed, the trauma, and the fact that settlement was not often peaceful, but devastatingly violent, brutal and inhumane.


If you consider the timeline documenting the extent of warfare and conflict, it is painful to see how constant the attacks across Wiradyuri ngurambang were.


Dirrayawadha is a work of fiction, an interpretation of life for Wiradyuri people and others on the land in the 1820s, and what I have imagined the people may have experienced, thought and felt at the time, particularly those who were part of the resistance.


I have taken some liberties in writing this story. I haven’t included every incident – that would be a different book, and it has been done comprehensively in Stephen Gapps’s work, which I read with a very heavy, respectful heart. I recommend you read it for an even greater understanding of how sovereignty was not ceded by Wiradyuri peoples. The resistance was strong.


My goal here was/is to give not just a broad understanding of the overall impact of the invasion and settlement of Bathurst but, importantly, the blatant disregard it entailed for Wiradyuri life and sovereignty. I also hoped to portray through this story the link between the Irish desire for autonomy and Wiradyuri sovereignty.


Truth-telling, as we know, is on the national radar now, particularly since the Uluru Statement from the Heart and the Referendum of 2023.


I believe our country needs truth and courage. I think we can create a better future for all if we can be honest and brave in our storytelling, in truth-telling, and in being willing to listen to what needs to be heard, particularly around warfare across the land, which in the main still goes unheard.
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