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Dedicated to
Mummie, Daddy, and Howard,
who love Nibbles almost as
much as I do.


[image: Image]




[image: Image]


Elizabeth and Lassie sign fan mail.
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Nibbles feels perfectly happy sitting on Elizabeth’s head.
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Not so very long ago, somebody asked to see the drawings in Nibbles and Me, and I had to rummage around in my library to find a copy, as the book was published more than fifty years ago! This same “somebody” sat down with my book, said she was charmed with my little story, and wondered whether I would consider reprinting it. Well, I thought about it and decided that it couldn’t do anybody any harm—after all, no animals are mistreated and no one is especially wicked or even a little awful. What it has are the growing-up observations of a thirteen-year-old girl, perhaps leaving childhood behind, but never, never forsaking her love of animals and the countryside. My hope for any of you young readers is that my little story, and the drawings I made, will make you smile and believe in the magic that a friendship with animals can bring, no matter how old you are. Over the years, animals have remained my sweetest and most cherished friends.


—Elizabeth Taylor
October 2002
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Nibbles and Me came to us written in a school copybook in the pencilled handwriting of a thirteen-year-old girl. The young girl is Elizabeth Taylor, a charming and unusual actress, who has already been starred in a number of moving pictures. She played Velvet in National Velvet and at the time of this book she was acting in Blue Sierra* Elizabeth started to write about the life of her chipmunk, Nibbles, simply out of affection for him—as she wrote, a book developed, and here it is.
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* NOTE: Blue Sierra was released as Courage of Lassie.
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Elizabeth and Nibbles spend time together.
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EVER SINCE I was a little girl I have had all sorts of pets. I remember in England at our house in the country there was a nest under the eaves, just outside my bedroom window, with a darling little family of swallows in it. That was why we named our house Little Swallows. It was so beautiful, like a little house out of a Walt Disney film nestled against a lovely woods that was almost like a bird sanctuary. All year around the woods back of our house were carpeted with some kind of wild-flowers, except for just a few weeks during the winter.


I used to ride through the woods on my little mare Betty and I felt so high up in the air among the trees. It seemed as if I was right up there with the birds. They would fly down so low all around me and sing and chatter away—just as if they were trying to attract my attention and talk to me. I used to try and answer them, and sometimes Betty would whinny as if she wanted to talk to us too. She was so intelligent—she knew everything I said to her. Some people say horses do not understand what you say to them—that they only understand the tone of your voice in command—but that isn’t so. I was only three and a half years old when I first had Betty, and she was as wild as anything, and threw me sky-high into a patch of stinging nettles the first time I crawled onto her back. Then I led her around and talked to her; I told her she had been given to me, and that I was her new mistress, and that I loved her very much and wanted her to love me. We walked around and talked for quite a while, and then I led her over to the stone wall where I could climb up and get on her back, and I kept on talking to her. From then on we were always friends. She would buck other people off or dash into the lake until she frightened them, so that they were glad to get off… but you could do anything with her by talking to her. They said I was the only one who could do anything with her, but I know anyone could have if they had loved her as much as I did.


It was such fun down there. You see we lived in London on Wildwood Road, and we went down to Little Swallows for the summer and weekends. It was so wonderful. I feel I could write a book about Little Swallows. The house was sixteenth century. It was mentioned in Jeffery Farnol’s novel, The Broad Highway—only then it was supposed to be a haunted house. In fact when we went to live there, lots of people still called it The Haunted House, and it hadn’t been lived in for years and years. But we loved it because it looked just as if it belonged in another world.
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IN 1946, ELIZABETH TAYLOR—THEN
fourteen and a major star at MGM—published a
book about her pet chipmunk, Nibbles, With wit,
charm, and remarkable skill, she related the adven-
tures and mishaps of her high-spirited friend.
She and Nibbles were virtually inseparable
during the shooting of National Velvet and
other films; in fact the chipmunk almost got to
appear in Courage of Lassie—but he was so well
behaved that he didn't look real, and his scene
was cut! Recounted here are such stories as the
happiest birthday of her life, when she was given
King Charles, the horse who was called The Pi
in National Velvet, because only Elizabeth could
ride him.

Long out of print, this enchanting memoir is
available once again with Miss Taylor's original
illustrations (including previously unpublished
drawings from her private collection), photos of
Elizabeth Taylor and Nibbles on and off the set,
and a new introduction by the legendary actress.
Children will love the story of a girl and her pet;
older readers will appreciate the insight into young
Elizabeth Taylor’s life that this book provides.

GUARANTEED REINFORCED BINDING 1002

ELIZABETH TAYLOR's acting career has
spanned six decades. Since her film debut at the
age of nine, she has received two Oscar Awards
and five Best Actress nominations as well as a
Life Achievement Award from the American
Film Institute, the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences’ Jean Hersholt Humanitarian
Award, the French Legion of Honor, and she
was made a Dame of the British Empire in 2001.
As a young actress she was best known for her
roles in Lassie Come Home and National Velvet.
Highlights of her later career include Father of
the Bride; Raintree County; Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof; Suddenly, Last Summer; BUtterfield 8;
Cleopatra; Who's Afraid of Virginia

Woolf?; and The Taming of the Shrew.

Elizabeth Taylor wrote and illus-

trated Nibbles and Me while a

teenager, and it was published

when she was fourteen.

Jacket phtographfom Couage of Lossie, © 1946 rer
Entertoinment C. an ADL ime Womer Company. Al ighs reserved.

Jocketillstations copyight © 1946, cpyrght enewed 1974
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