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What people are saying about


Where Fairies Meet


This book offers readers a unique opportunity to see the width of the fairy beliefs across Europe, and presents both the Irish and Romanian material in ways that are interesting and engaging. A must read for anyone interested in the subject of fairies.


Morgan Daimler author of Fairies: A Guide to the Celtic Fair Folk


I’m so grateful that this kindred spirit set aside her busy life for a while and sat down to write. The facets of the good people can be subtle and profane, but in her hands, Daniela Simina gently offers up stories and references to compare and contrast Romanian & Irish lore. Simina’s writing takes us on an intimate adventure that is as interesting as it is provocative. This attestation is for seekers and scholars alike – whether one calls them Zâne or Sidhe, we stand in awe and the very hint of their existence. Have mercy on any hapless human who trespasses their laws, but have no fear, Simina keeps us on the right path as her work holds them (& thereby... us) to the light.


Dawna Wightman, award winning actor & playwright (Life as a Pomegranate, The Hush Baby, Containers), author of A Yarn of Bone and Paper


An absolutely fascinating study comparing Romanian and Irish traditions surrounding Fairies. Far from the pretty gadflies of popular imagination, these capricious, often dangerous, otherworldly entities are deeply embedded in the lore of both countries. Two very rich cultures, with many differences, share a surprising amount of similar stories, and the author takes us on a thoughtful exploration of both without losing sight of the unique cultural context of each. This study will be of interest to students of both Romanian and Irish traditions.


Geraldine Moorkens Byrne, author of The Caroline Jordan Mystery series and Dreams of Reality www.celebratingwords.com
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Dedicated to those who adamantly required that I should write this book.


Special thanks to Marin for always challenging me to live as the strongest version of myself, and to Morgan for shining light onto the path I thought I’d lost forever.




Foreword


Where Fairies Meet: Parallels between Irish and Romanian Fairy Traditions By Morgan Daimler


People who are interested in fairies, under any name, tend to immediately look to the Irish and the Celtic nations more generally which is useful but also a kind of tunnel vision that limits the wider picture. Fairies are found, again under diverse names, across Europe and our understanding of these beings and the core beliefs behind them can be enormously enhanced by broadening our study outside that assumed western fringe territory. Rather than narrowing our understanding of these beings down to a small slice of material from a few select cultures we can gain a fuller and deeper grasp of who and what these beings are as well as how human communities related to them by expanding our study outwards. This book does exactly that and does it brilliantly by using the Irish, which are more familiar to a wider audience, in comparison to the Romanian beliefs to not only help the reader understand Romanian fairies but also to see the wider patterns moving behind the entire subject and compare and contrast the various beliefs surrounding fairies in both cultures.


Ireland lies at the western edge of Europe, Romania in the east, with a great stretch of land and culture between them yet when the beliefs about these spirits – the Aos Sidhe, the Zâne – are held up side by side the similarities become apparent and hint at a fascinating shared system of belief. Both cultures’ beliefs and practices deserve to be appreciated on their own, of course, but approaching them as this text does, in a way that allows the reader to consider the Irish and Romanian beliefs individually and comparatively, creates a wonderful opportunity to more fully comprehend the nuances of each as well as the obvious overlap. Neither is presented as authoritative over the other but rather the two work seamlessly together so that where they align it seems natural that they do so and where they differ it highlights organic divergences between two diverse cultures.


To understand the beliefs a culture has about fairies is, in many ways, to understand an aspect of that culture itself. What is considered a social norm? What is valued? What is feared? By exploring answers to these questions, as they are expressed in beliefs and practices around fairies, we can see layers to a culture that may not be obvious on the surface. Exploring where the Irish fairy beliefs intersect the Romanian ones shows us some important shared concerns between the two cultures, and discussing where certain beliefs diverge shows us ways that each culture is unique. Fairies in this way are both a deeper feature that holds cultures together and also a way that each can express its own particular understanding of the human world and the world of Fairy that adjoins it.


This book marks a bold step into a cross-cultural inquiry about fairies that seeks to engage the reader beyond the surface stereotypes and delve into the heart of the beliefs, how they exist within their original framework, and what that can perhaps tell us about the core concepts involved. Fairies here are more than just fairies, and more than the Aos Sidhe and Zâne, they are a mirror for a far deeper truth that crosses cultural boundaries and lines on a map.




A Note from the Author


According to my knowledge, no one so far has analyzed side by side Romanian and Irish traditions surrounding fairies, nor underlined the existing parallelism. This alone could be a good reason to write such a study. But the value of “Parallels between Romanian and Irish Fairy Lore and Traditions”, as I see it, goes beyond the aforementioned ‘first of its kind.’


So, why am I writing this?


Because… There are myriads of viewpoints on fairy: they may be all correct to various degrees, but none of them has a monopoly on truth. There’s no such thing as a universally correct and standardized body of knowledge that covers fairies that is flawless, pristinely accurate, or lends itself to precise classifications. (Fairies who fit into neat little boxes? You lost me right there.) Fairies and fairy like-beings are encountered in every culture, and if we accept that cultures are diverse, why not consider that fairies are also diverse? Yet aside from diversity, fairy lore from different cultures show significant contingency points. The existing corpus of material surrounding the Irish fairies and the one that surrounds Romanian fairies is one such example. Why would this matter?


Because… Upon analysis, the existing similarities substantiate the reality of fairy and the veracity of fairy experiences. There’s no smoke without a fire, and when bodies of fairy lore from distinct cultures point in the same direction, there must be something true there. Those seeking arguments to support the reality of the fairy phenomena will find plenty in these pages.


Whether from pure curiosity, research-driven interest, or desire to understand fairies and build spiritual paths around relationships with them, a cross-cultural study gives a broader view, and a lot of practical advice. Also, this study allows the reader to develop an integrated perspective on hard-to-get beings, like fairies. (No pun intended in the hard-to-get statement)


Last but not least, fairy lore is ever-evolving with various consequences. The way someone experiences fairies, shapes their perception of fairies thus contributing to further shaping of existing lore. The opposite is also true: the lore shapes expectations, and expectations further shape experience and/or interaction with fairy. But here is also where sheer fabrication and personal experiences come to be presented as genuine lore. This does not make personal experiences less valid; it just doesn’t grant them the status of traditional lore. I know, we live in the twenty-first century and our understanding of life, nature, and reality in general is different in many regards from how people perceived these, say five hundred years ago. But… many things change on the surface while their core, the essence of what or who they are, doesn’t change. There is a reason why children in school study World History: it is not an attempt made by the school system to entice people to live a lifestyle fit for the Middle Ages, but a way to help the present generations understand how the world has changed and the implications of change. This extends to our relationship to fairy traditions past and present: learning about their past helps us to better understand them in the present. The quality of our relationships depend on the degree of understanding, and the degree of understanding depends on what and how much we read, study, and experience. Traditions surrounding fairies act as an intergenerational compass allowing young and old to orient themselves into the ever-changing cultural landscape. As such a compass, fairy traditions allow people to position themselves on the time-space continuum not only through perpetuation of values, but through connecting deeper with subtler realms that surround and interpenetrate consensus reality. This study looks at the lore past and present, and practices of fairy seers from the past which are still in use today. It also gives a glimpse of the author’s personal experience growing with her grandmother, a medicine woman and fairy seer, which should provide quite a bit of information of practical use.


You may not be directly interested in Romanian or in Irish fairy lore. But have you considered how do fairies in your own culture or personal practice compare to the Irish and Romanian views and experiences of fairies?


Daniela Simina


Alpharetta, U.S.




Introduction


Traditions surrounding fairies act as a cross-generational compass allowing young and old to orient themselves into the ever-changing cultural landscape. As such, fairy traditions allow people to position themselves on the time-space continuum not only through the perpetuation of values, but also through connecting deeper with the subtler realms that surround and interpenetrate consensus reality. Connecting to subtler realms give access to a body of knowledge built upon the record of interactions occurring between our world and the Other. Fairies help us change our attitude in interacting with the world by bringing back the spiritual component.


Romanian and Irish cultures, both of them bearers of rich traditions surrounding fairies, are situated at diametrically opposite locations across the European continent: Romania out to the East, and Ireland far out to the West1. Despite geographical separation and development of unique features characteristic to each, Romanian and Irish fairy lore and traditions display a remarkable parallelism. A study of this existing parallelism offers an integrated perspective: side by side analysis of similar elements of fairy lore in Romanian and Irish traditions provides valuable information for researchers of folklore and cultural anthropology who seek to portray fairies and the cultural context of their evolution and manifestation. The aforementioned parallelism is evident when looking at the similarities regarding fairies’ physical appearance, types of interactions with humans, the connection with the dead and ancestor figures, and in some cases their origination from ancient gods. In both cultures, the fairies are seen as neither exceedingly benevolent nor exclusively harmful. Each Romanian zâne or Iele, and Irish Aes Side or Na Daoine Maithe, are uniquely themselves, and their particular nature is well described by the word fairy with connotations of unpredictability, change, magical power, danger, and beauty which comes in many forms. Individuality and striking similarities combined, the existing parallelism is intriguing, and worth therefore analyzing. The conclusions may be quite surprising.


Coming up with a definition of fairy that everybody would find acceptable is probably an impossible task. Applied to both Irish and Romanian cultures, the word fairy can be used as a catchall term for several types of beings. Among these types, cross-culturally, some are strikingly similar in the way they appear, what they like, and especially in the way they interact with humans; there are also similarities in the way people approach fairies, and the kind of relationships developing between human and fairy partners.
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