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Do you like:
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Friends
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Funny Stories






Congratulations!

You’ve found

YOUR NEXT READ
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Chapter One Mabel


Every lunchtime, Benji grabs his lunch box from his schoolbag.

He gets a football from the sports box.

He hurries to the oval.

Then he plays football with his friends until the bell rings. Benji does this every day.

But not this Monday.

For the first time ever, Benji does not want to play football.

[image: A sketch of Benji walking with a lunch bag toward a wooden bench, while children play near a school building in the background.]

Instead, he goes to the bench near the scratchy bushes. This bench is the worst bench in the whole school. It is old and wobbly. It is not near the monkey bars.

It is not near the climbing frame or the taps. But this is where Benji goes.

Benji sits on the bad bench. Alice walks around the corner. She is humming a tune.

[image: A surprised girl, Alice, with long hair and a headband, clutches a small handbag close to her chest with wide eyes and an open mouth.]

She stops when she sees Benji.

‘Hello!’ Alice says. ‘Why are you here? Why aren’t you playing footy?’

‘I don’t always play footy,’ Benji says.

They both know that this is not true.

‘Why are you here?’ Benji asks.

‘I came to see Mabel,’ Alice says. ‘She gets a bit lonely sometimes.’

[image: Benji is leaning over a bench, and Alice is sitting below.]

Alice crouches down. She waves under the bench. ‘Hi, Mabel!’

Benji frowns. ‘Who is Mabel? And why is she under the bench?’

‘She feels safe there,’ Alice explains. ‘Ooooh! She is eating a big, fat bug.’ Alice looks excited.

Benji crouches down. He wants to see this bug-eating kid.

But Benji does not see a bug-eating kid. Mabel is a spider! She has a round body with two blobs on her back.

‘Are those blobs her eyes?’ Benji asks.

‘No,’ Alice says. ‘Those blobs are on her butt. Mabel is an alien butt spider.’

‘Alien butt spider?’ Benji repeats. He hopes this is what Alice said.

[image: A cartoon-style drawing of a spider, Mabel, with large eyes in a grassy field surrounded by flowers.]

‘Alien butt spider,’ she repeats.

‘Are alien butt spiders dangerous?’ Benji asks.

‘Only if you are a bug,’ Alice says.

‘I’m not a bug,’ Benji says. ‘Mabel is cool. I wish I had alien eyes on my butt.’

‘Me too,’ says Alice.





[image: Benji and Alice sit on a bench, smiling and sharing grapes and a banana. Speech bubbles show snack bars, with birds flying in the sky behind them.]





Chapter Two Alien Butts


Benji and Alice sit on the bench and eat their lunches. They talk about what is the best thing to find in a lunch box. Benji says a bar of chocolate. Alice says a bar of gold.
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