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  PREFACE




  It is unusual for a religion to express its opinions about international politics to this extent. However, Happy Science has gone beyond the bounds of religion right from the very start and is now spreading its active missionary work and salvation work in more than 104 countries around the world. Our global network transcends differences in race, religion, skin color and ideology.




  This book is filled with hot topics such as Japan-South Korea disputes, Hong Kong issues and Islamic State [IS] issues. Philosophy must take priority over action, first. We have to answer the question, “What are the new standards of world order?”




  This book does not speak much about the Ukrainian issue. Ukraine is a vital region for Russia, in terms of both military and as its food storage. Ukraine is the reason why Russia [the former Soviet Union] was not defeated by the armies of Napoleon or Hitler. Putin must surely want to stop Ukraine from being absorbed into the EU and having rows of American missiles placed there aimed at Moscow. It is the same as when U.S. President Kennedy absolutely could not permit the [former] Soviet Union to have a missile base in Cuba.




  Furthermore, co-existence and co-prosperity with Russia, which is now expanding its democratization, liberalization, as well as religious and economic freedom, would be better for the future of the people of Ukraine than being bound to the EU economy with its budget austerities.




  The Abe administration seems to be sensing this and not neglecting to repair and restore Japan’s relations with Russia. The Obama era will end soon. We need to persevere and give efforts aimed at a Japan-Russia peace treaty while putting the friendship between Japan and the U.S. first.




  Ryuho Okawa


  Master and CEO of Happy Science Group


  October 16, 2014
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  My Current Opinion on International Politics




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  I haven’t spoken much about politics and global issues for a while. There is the possibility that too many issues would be piled up by the end of the year for me to talk about them, so I’d like to talk about how we should approach various issues in a Q&A format. There are some things that need to be investigated further, so I’m not sure if I can easily answer all your questions. Still, I’d like to tell you my thoughts at the moment.




  Today’s session title is, Kokusai Seiji Wo Miru Me [lit. “An Eye to See International Politics”], but I think that it would be translated into English as something along the lines of, “Into the Storm of International Politics.” Storm clouds are swirling here and there and it seems that all kinds of chaos break out in the world when Happy Science lets its guard slip even a little. I’d like to touch upon as many issues as possible today, so this session will be done using a Q&A format.
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  Indicating Global Trends and the Prospects of a “New World Order”




  JIRO AYAORI:


  Thank you for giving us this precious opportunity today. I’d like to ask for your overall summary.




  In the field of international politics today, international relations are seen as a kind of clash of powers or a conflict of powers; the philosophy of realism is getting very strong.




  Meanwhile, in some ways, value judgments are becoming weaker and idealistic aspects are fading. When I consider the international politics and international political science from now on, I believe that highly superior aspects of idealism will be necessary.




  I would be very grateful if you could tell us how to look at international politics and how international political science should be.




  




  The world after America has abandoned its role as the world’s policeman




  OKAWA:


  I get the impression that nowadays the world is probably in a state close to having no ideals. This may seem small from the global perspective, but today’s world situation seems to be slightly similar to the time when everyone could see that it was only a matter of time before the Tokugawa shogunate fell and differences in opinion arose between various factions, such as the Choshu, Satsuma and Tosa feudal clans, about how they, themselves, would rebuild Japan or build a new Japan.




  After the Soviet Union’s fortunes ebbed, I thought America would last as the sole superpower for 100 or 150 years and even rewrote The Golden Laws [see Figure 1], but surprisingly enough it is now increasingly likely that the first version was right.[2]




  [image: ]


  Figure 1.


  The Golden Laws: History Through the Eyes of the Eternal Buddha


  (New York: Lantern Books, 2011).




  When I made my revisions I held back a bit as I thought that, for the sake of our missionary work in the U.S., it probably wouldn’t be a good idea to speak as if America would not last very long. However, America seems to have dramatically diminished almost in the blink of an eye.




  In any case, it all boils down to “how to decipher international politics after the former superpower of America becoming unable to fulfill its mission and various ‘poles’ with more global power than ordinary countries have emerged, even though they may not attain the status of superpowers.”




  Previously I predicted that America will stop being the world’s policeman and in fact President Obama has let the same thing slip.[3]




  As for what happened after that, as you can see, various disturbances have started to break out all over the world.




  Moreover, the end of President Obama’s second term is approaching and he will become a so-called lame duck, so he probably can’t change this major trend itself, even though he may stir himself a little to show his strength.




  With America stepping down as the world’s policeman, what happened after it pulled out of Iraq? I may be asked about this later, but anyway I expect to see issues contingent upon today’s IS [see page 80]. Under normal circumstances, America should have done something when Syria’s Assad administration was attacking its own people. When America stood by and did nothing, the people being attacked by Assad’s government joined up with other forces and it seems that they have joined those now being attacked by America. And now the value system has become obscure.




  




  South Korea wants to switch from the Asahi issue to the Sankei issue




  OKAWA:


  Meanwhile, the Hong Kong issue is being reported on daily, and there may well be a question about this later since it is a major issue. I think that another major issue is, of course, “South Korea and China versus Japan.” There is also the issue concerning Asahi Shimbun[4] with regard to Japan. This is also connected to international issues. The Japanese mass media are swooping down on Asahi Shimbun, but this is not really desirable from the perspective of the Korean and Chinese groups.




  This morning, I was proofreading Himiko no Kofukuron [Happiness Theory by Himiko] (Tokyo: IRH Press, 2014) when I was assailed by President Park Geun-hye’s ikiryo[5] [smiles wryly]. I think this must be about the fourth time [that President Park Geun-hye’s guardian spirit has visited me]. [See Ryuho Okawa, Why I Am Anti-Japan: Interviewing the Guardian Spirit of Korean President Park Geun-hye (New York: IRH Press, 2014) and South Korea’s Conspiracy: President Park’s Hidden Agenda to Unite with China (New York: IRH Press, 2013) (see Figure 2)] I wondered why she had come but it seems that she reads our publications too.




  Also, if you’ve read the morning newspapers, Sankei Shimbun[6] has something like “Former Seoul Bureau Chief Indicted by Korean Prosecutor” written all over its front page [see Figure 3] while the other papers adopt various stances and some only run small articles. According to President Park Geun-hye’s ikiryo, or perhaps I should rather say her guardian spirit, she wants to switch from the Asahi issue to the Sankei issue. I can hold such conversations.




  Figure 2.
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  Left: Why I am Anti-Japan: Interviewing the Guardian Spirit of Korean President Park Geun-hye


  (New York: IRH Press, 2014).


  Right: South Korea’s Conspiracy: President Park’s Hidden Agenda to Unite with China


  (New York: IRH Press, 2013).




  Figure 3.
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  The October 9, 2014 issue of the Sankei Shimbun.


  The Seoul Central District Public Prosecutor’s Office indicted the former Seoul bureau chief of Sankei Shimbun without arrest for libeling President Park Geun-hye in a column he wrote about her. This is the focus of criticism from the international community.




  I thought it rather strange that the ikiryo should come to a religious leader like me and wondered what it wanted. But when I said, “It’s not me you want, is it? I’m not in that kind of position … ” it said, “Yes, it is. Happy Science is behind Sankei Shimbun. I know that. Advertisements, various articles, stuff about the removal of the comfort woman statue, various things like that are not only run by Sankei Shimbun. Happy Science is behind it. I’ve done my research. Eventually this has to be dealt with, so I’m working out the tactics at the moment. The former bureau chief of Sankei Shimbun was easier to hunt down, so we’ve dealt with him first. But we have to think about how to attack Happy Science next.” It went on and on like this all morning. It was very hard to put up with.
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