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   WARNING


Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.




This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The author cannot ensure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability

  to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.

  




The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain first-hand information about a route chosen from this book.




2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.




Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:




1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.




2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.




There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.




Your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability.
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Introduction




The Front Range skyline above Denver and Boulder offers some of Colorado’s best and most varied climbing adventures, from long, easy scrambles up the tilted Flatiron faces to short, fierce testpieces in Clear Creek Canyon. In between are lots of moderate sport climbs at Golden Cliffs, multi-pitch traditional-style gear routes up soaring sandstone walls at Eldorado Canyon, a multitude of sport and trad lines on compact granite crags in Boulder Canyon, two handfuls of stellar sport routes on Colorado’s best little cliff—the River Wall—and Flagstaff Mountain, Colorado’s historic bouldering area.




Climbing Seasons




Climbing is possible year-round along the Front Range west of Boulder and Denver, with the shoulder seasons of spring and autumn offering the best weather. Spring, from March through May, brings variable weather. Expect warm, dry days sandwiched by cool, windy days with occasional rain or snow. Summer days are usually hot, with highs creeping into the 90s. Look for shady cliffs during the heat of the day. Also watch for thunderstorms, which quickly build over the mountains like clockwork in the early afternoon. Plan your climbs accordingly by going in the morning, being prepared for rain, and retreating when lightning plays on the ridges. Autumn is the ideal season for your best climbs, with warm, sunny days and cool nights. Precipitation is usually light

  and short-lived. Winter brings wild and variable weather. While many days are frigid and snowy, stretches of sunny high-pressure days are also found. Look for south-facing cliffs to maximize warmth and daylight.




Land Management and Closures




All of the crags are on public land, and include Boulder Open Space, Roosevelt National Forest, Eldorado Canyon State Park, Access Fund land, and Jefferson County Open Space. The boundaries between the different tracts of public land as well as adjoining private property are often blurred. Use your best judgment to avoid trespassing and controversy. Also check for restrictions before placing bolts and fixed gear, which is illegal without prior permission on Boulder Open Space property and at Eldorado Canyon State Park.




Some cliffs are seasonally closed for raptor nesting. These areas include parts of Boulder Canyon, the Flatirons, and Eldorado Canyon. Most closures occur from February 1 until July 31. Check with the land management agency for complete closure information. Closures are usually posted at trailheads and sometimes at the base of popular climbs. Cliffs in this book that are usually closed include the Third Flatiron, The Matron, and parts of the Redgarden Wall.
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Climbing Rack




While gear suggestions are included in many of the route descriptions, what you carry on your climbing rack is up to you. Look at your proposed route and decide what you need to safely protect yourself when you climb.




If it’s a sport climb, count the number of bolts and add a couple more for the anchors. For traditional routes, bring a standard rack that includes sets of RPs, Stoppers, and cams to 3 inches. Also bring eight to twelve quickdraws and three to five slings with extra carabiners. Some climbs might require an off-width piece, and others, particularly in Eldorado Canyon, are often protected with Aliens or other small Tri-cam units.




A 165-foot (50-meter) rope works great for almost all the routes in this book. If you use a 200-foot (60-meter) or longer rope, you can often run pitches together. Just remember to make sure your rope is long enough if you’re lowering someone off a sport route, so you don’t drop her.




Climbing Dangers and Safety




Rock climbing is dangerous. That’s a fact. The perils of climbing, however, are usually overstated. The risks we take are the ones we choose to take. Everything we do as climbers, including placing gear, setting anchors, tying into the rope, and belaying, is to mitigate the dire effects of gravity and to minimize the danger of climbing. It’s up to you to be safe when you’re climbing. Be safety conscious and use the buddy system to double-check your partner and yourself.




Redundancy is the key to your personal safety. Always back up every important piece of gear with another and use more than one anchor at belay and rappel stations. Your life depends on it. Beginner climbers are most vulnerable to accidents. If you’re inexperienced, hire a guide or take lessons. Always use sound judgment when climbing, and respect the danger. Don’t get on climbs beyond your ability and experience. Remember that most accidents happen because of climber error.




Objective dangers, as at most climbing areas, abound at the Denver and Boulder cliffs. Watch out for loose rock as you climb or if another party is climbing above. Loose flakes and boulders are common, particularly after freeze-thaw cycles in winter. Wear a helmet to mitigate head injuries when climbing and belaying. Use any fixed gear with caution. Some climbs still have old pitons and bolts, and it’s hard to determine how secure they actually are. Always back up fixed gear with your own. Poison ivy is found along many cliff bases. Keep an eye out for shiny leaves and small white berries. Rattlesnakes are found at the low-elevation cliffs, particularly at Clear Creek Canyon and Golden Cliffs. Weather can be fickle. Thunderstorms move in quickly, so be prepared to bail off your route if necessary. Rain can come down fast and heavy. Watch for lightning on high points at Eldorado Canyon and the Flatirons.




Use the following ten tips to stay safe when you’re out climbing on the cliffs around Denver and Boulder:




•Always check your harness.


•Always check knots.


•Always wear a helmet.


•Always check the rope and belay device.


•Always use a long rope.


•Always pay attention.


•Always bring enough gear.


•Always lead with the rope over your leg.


•Always properly clip the rope into carabiners.


•Always use safe and redundant anchors.




To learn more about climbing, including basic skills like creating anchor systems, placing gear, jamming cracks, rappelling, belaying, and tying knots, buy my comprehensive instructional book Knack Rock Climbing, co-authored with Ian Spencer-Green, from FalconGuides.




Be prepared for emergency climbing situations by bringing the Ten Essentials:




Navigation


Sun Protection


Insulation


Illumination


First-Aid Supplies


Fire


Repair Kit and Tools


Nutrition


Hydration


Emergency Shelter
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Boulder Area




Boulder, a university town nestled below the Front Range, is simply Colorado’s best destination climbing area. The Flatirons, immense sandstone slabs pasted on Green and South Boulder Mountains, loom above Boulder and form its distinctive mountain backdrop. Hundreds of climbing routes lace the sandstone slabs and their steep west faces, giving climbers lots of routes in a wilderness setting. Eldorado Canyon, protected as a Colorado state park, is an awesome gash carved by South Boulder Creek as it races from the Continental Divide to the plains. Eldo’s angular sandstone cliffs have long been considered one of America’s best rock climbing arenas, with climbers from around the world coming to test their skill and nerve on its vertical landscape.




Directly west of downtown Boulder lies Boulder Canyon, a rough-and-tumble gorge lined with granite crags that offer excellent crack and face climbs. The sandstone boulders and spiny ridges on Flagstaff Mountain compose one of Colorado’s oldest and most historic bouldering areas. Legendary climbers like John Gill, Pat Ament, Layton Kor, and Jim Halloway all made first ascents on Flagstaff’s sharp blocks. The River Wall, a small granite cliff tucked into a hidden canyon, is called “the best little crag in Colorado” for its classic bolt-protected face climbs above the North St. Vrain River.




Come to Boulder and ascend its classic best climbs, hang out at its great climbing shops, microbreweries, and coffee shops, and enjoy its laid-back athletic ambience—and you might never leave.
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