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FOREWORD


This foreword may be at the front of the book, but it’s always one of the last things we write. It gets created at a time of both relief and exhaustion, at the end of the lengthy and taxing—but rewarding—process of building the latest Prospect Handbook.


We want every Prospect Handbook to be better than the last. Our goal is continual improvement. We hope that you agree that this book has cleared that bar.


The first Prospect Handbook in 2001 was 446 pages in length—and printed on a smaller page size. Now, the book spans more than 500 pages. Over the years, the book’s presentation has steadily changed. Most significantly, we’ve added BA Grades and scouting tools grades for the Top 10 Prospects. In return, some charts and statistical components have been removed to handle the steadily growing length of the reports. We’ve consistently felt that the quality of reports is the most important aspect of the Handbook.


This year, we’ve taken things a step further. For years, readers have asked us to include tools grades for all 30 prospects for all 30 teams. We have been hesitant because we wanted to be confident that those grades would be as accurate as the ones we’ve listed for the Top 10 Prospects.


We now feel comfortable enough with the information we have gathered to take on that challenge. We promise you that there are tools grades in this book that are wrong, but that’s the nature of attempting to predict what will happen with players five and even 10 years into the future. We can, however, feel confident that these grades are as accurate as they can be.


It’s also worth noting that as you read this year’s book, you may believe we have become harsher in our assessments.


We’ve heard from some in the baseball industry about how it’s best to “use the entire scale” when it comes to the 20-to-80 scouting grades.


Too often, we have ended up defaulting to the middle. It’s something the baseball industry as a whole has battled with for years. It’s safer and easier to project most minor leaguers in a range of 45 to 55 hitters with 45 to 55 power and 50 defense. We are looking ahead, so we project that a hitter will get to being an average hitter with average power. As we look back as well as forward, we have come to the decision that this is not the best way to approach these grades.


When you read in this book that a player has 20 power or a 30 hit tool, it’s not meant as a withering rebuke. It’s meant to be a more accurate attempt at projecting the player. Martin Maldonado, for instance, is a catcher with a long and successful MLB career that spans nearly 3,000 at-bats. With a career .209 batting average and .285 on-base percentage, he’s also a 20 hitter by the scouting scale.


If our 2012 Handbook had included full tools grades for Maldonado, it would have been accurate to project him as a 20 hitter with 40 power, but also a 70 defender with a 70 arm. That may have seemed harsh, but it would have been an accurate projection of a player with a long MLB career ahead. So when you read that a player has 30 control, a 20 hit tool or 80 power, please understand that we’re trying to better show differences between players. By using the entire scale we are trying to give you an improved book.


The book is the same size as it has been for years, which means the decision to add full tools grades means something had to be removed. We added thumbnail reports for teams’ Nos. 31-40 prospects in the 2021 Handbook. We hoped to do so again this year but have found that the room needed for the tools grades, as well as our continually growing scouting reports, meant that something had to give. This year’s reports are the longest and most detailed we’ve had in the book, so we hope you agree with our decision to give you longer reports on the Top 30 Prospects, even if it means those 31-40 prospects are relegated this year to being on the depth chart and an online extra.


If you have any further thoughts, feel free to email me at jj.cooper@baseballamerica.com.


J.J. COOPER


EDITOR IN CHIEF, BASEBALL AMERICA




EDITOR’S NOTE: The transactions deadline for this book was Dec. 11, 2022. You can find players who changed organizations by using the index in the back.


>> For the purposes of Baseball America rankings, a prospect is any player who is signed with a major league organization and who has not exceeded 130 at-bats, 50 innings or 30 pitching appearances in the major leagues, regardless of major league service time. This leads to rare instances in which a player is prospect eligible for BA but not eligible for the 2023 American or National league Rookie of the Year awards because he has exceeded the MLB service time threshold of 45 days. Notable examples of prospects who are not ROY eligible in this year’s book: the Rays’ Shane Baz, the Padres’ Luis Campusano and the Blue Jays’ Gabriel Moreno.













BA GRADES


For the 12th year, Baseball America has assigned Grades and Risk Factors for each of the 900 prospects in the Prospect Handbook. For the BA Grade, we used a 20-to-80 scale, similar to the scale scouts use, to keep it familiar. However, most major league clubs put an overall numerical grade on players, called the Overall Future Potential or OFP. Often the OFP is merely an average of the player’s tools.




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High





The BA Grade is not an OFP. It’s a measure of a prospect’s value, and it attempts to gauge the player’s realistic ceiling. We’ve continued to adjust our grades to try to be more realistic, and less optimistic, and keep refining the grade-vetting process. The majority of the players in this book rest in the 50 High/45 Medium range, because the vast majority of worthwhile prospects in the minors are players who either have a chance to be everyday regulars but are far from that possibility, or players who are closer to the majors but who are likely to be role players and useful contributors. Few future franchise players or perennial all-stars graduate from the minors in any given year. The goal of the Grade/Risk system is to allow readers to take a quick look at how strong their team’s farm system is, and how much immediate help the big league club can expect from its prospects. Got a minor leaguer who was traded from one organization to the other after the book went to press? Use the player’s Grade/Risk and see where he would rank in his new system.


It also helps with our Organization Rankings, but those will not simply flow, in formulaic fashion, from the Grade/Risk results because we incorporate a lot of factors into our talent rankings including the differences in risk between pitchers and hitters. Hitters have a lower injury risk and therefore are safer bets.




BA Grade Scale






	GRADE


	HITTER ROLE


	PITCHER ROLE


	EXAMPLES







	75-80


	Franchise Player


	No. 1 starter


	Mike Trout, Justin Verlander, Aaron Judge







	65-70


	Perennial All-Star


	No. 2 starter


	Brandon Woodruff, Manny Machado, JT Realmuto







	60


	Occasional All-Star


	No. 3 starter, Game’s best reliever


	George Springer, Jose Abreu, Edwin Diaz







	55


	First-Division Regular


	No. 3/No. 4 starter, Elite closer


	Randy Arozarena, Rhys Hoskins, Liam Hendriks







	50


	Solid-Average Regular


	No. 4 starter, Elite set-up reliever


	Alex Verdugo, Kolten Wong, Marco Gonzales







	45


	Second-Division Regular/Platoon


	No. 5 starter, Middle reliever


	Chad Pinder, Jordan Lyles, Shawn Armstrong







	40


	Reserve


	Fill-in starter, Low-leverage reliever


	Dylan Moore, Austin Pruitt, Elieser Hernandez








RISK FACTORS


LOW: Likely to reach realistic ceiling, certain big league career barring injury.


MEDIUM: Some work left to refine their tools, but a polished player.


HIGH: Most top draft picks in their first seasons, players with plenty of projection left, players with a significant flaw left to correct or players whose injury history is worrisome.


VERY HIGH: Recent draft picks with a limited track record of success or injury issues.


EXTREME: Teenagers in Rookie ball, players with significant injury histories or players whose struggle with a key skill (especially control for pitchers or strikeout rate for hitters).






Explaining The 20-80 Scouting Scale


None of the authors of the Prospect Handbook is a scout, but we all have spoken to plenty of scouts to report on the prospects and scouting reports enclosed. So we use their lingo, including the 20-80 scouting scale. Many of these grades are measurable data, such as fastball velocity and speed (usually timed from home to first or in workouts over 60 yards). A fastball grade doesn’t stem solely from its velocity—command and life are crucial elements as well. A 100 mph fastball with poor movement characteristics may grade below a 97 mph fastball with elite movement. Secondary pitches are graded in a similar fashion. The more swings and misses a pitch induces from hitters and the sharper the bite of the movement, the better the grade.


Velocity steadily has increased over the past decade. Not all that long ago an 88-91 mph fastball was considered major league average, but current data show it is now below-average. Big league starting pitchers now sit 93 mph on average. You can reduce the scale by 1 mph for lefthanders, whose velocities are usually slightly lower. Fastballs earn their grades based on the average range of the pitch over the course of a typical outing, not their peak velocity.


A move to the bullpen complicates in another direction. Pitchers airing it out for one inning should throw harder than someone trying to last six or seven innings, so add 1-2 mph for relievers.


Hitting ability is as much a skill as it is a tool, but the physical elements—hand-eye coordination, swing mechanics, bat speed—are key factors in how it is graded. Raw power generally is measured by how far a player can hit the ball, but game power is graded by how many home runs the hitter projects to hit in the majors, preferably an average over the course of a career. We have tweaked our power grades based on the recent rise in home run rates.


Arm strength can be evaluated by observing the velocity and carry of throws, measured in workouts with radar guns or measured in games for catchers with pop times—the time it takes from the pop of the ball in the catcher’s mitt to the pop of the ball in the fielder’s glove at second base. Defense takes different factors into account by position but starts with proper footwork and technique, incorporates physical attributes such as hands, short-area quickness and fluid actions, then adds subtle skills such as instincts and anticipation.


Not every team uses the wording below. Some use a 2-to-8 scale without half-grades, and others use above-average and plus synonymously. For the Handbook, consider this BA’s 20-80 scale.




	
20: As bad as it gets for a big leaguer. Think Billy Hamilton’s power or Miguel Cabrera’s speed.


	
30: Poor, but not unplayable, such as Miguel Sano’s hitting ability.


	
40: Below-average, such as Rafael Devers’ defense or Blake Snell’s control.


	
45: Fringe-average. Joe Musgrove’s fastball and Mike Zunino’s arm qualify.


	
50: Major league average. Carlos Correa’s speed.


	
55: Above-average. Will Smith’s power.


	
60: Plus. Marcus Semien’s defense or Lance Lynn’s control.


	
70: Plus-Plus. Among the best tools in the game, such as Manny Machado’s arm, Freddie Freeman’s hitting ability and Charlie Morton’s curveball.


	
80: Top of the scale. Some scouts consider only one player’s tool in all of the major leagues to be 80. Think of Aaron Judge’s power, Trea Turner’s speed or Shohei Ohtani’s splitter.





20-80 Measurables


HIT






	Grade


	Batting Avg







	80


	.315+







	70


	.295-.314







	60


	.275-.294







	55


	.265-.274







	50


	.255-.264







	45


	.245-.254







	40


	.235-.244







	30


	.215-.234







	20


	<.215








POWER






	Grade


	Home Runs







	80


	40+







	70


	34-39







	60


	28-33







	55


	23-27







	50


	19-22







	45


	14-18







	40


	10-13







	30


	5-9







	20


	0-4








SPEED


Home-First (In Secs.)






	 


	RHH—LHH







	80


	4.00—3.90







	70


	4.10—4.00







	65


	4.15—4.05







	60


	4.20—4.10







	55


	4.25—4.15







	50


	4.30—4.20







	45


	4.35—4.25







	40


	4.40—4.30







	30


	4.50—4.40







	20


	4.60—4.50








FASTBALL


Velocity (Starters)






	Grade


	Velocity







	80


	98+ mph







	70


	97







	65


	96







	60


	95







	55


	94







	50


	93







	45


	92







	40


	90-91







	30


	88-89







	20


	87 or less








ARM STRENGTH


Catcher: Pop Times To Second Base (In Seconds)






	80


	< 1.90







	80


	< 1.90







	70


	1.90-1.94







	60


	1.95-1.99







	50


	2.00-2.04







	40


	2.05-2.09







	30


	2.10-2.14







	20


	> 2.15
















MINOR LEAGUE DEPTH CHART


AN OVERVIEW


Another feature of the Prospect Handbook is a depth chart of every organization’s minor league talent. This shows you at a glance what kind of talent a system has and provides even more prospects beyond the Top 30.


Players are usually listed on the depth charts where we think they’ll ultimately end up. To help you better understand why players are slotted at particular positions, we show you here what scouts look for in the ideal candidate at each spot, with individual tools ranked in descending order.
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POSITION RANKINGS


Context is crucial to prospect evaluations. So to provide yet another layer of context, we rank prospects at all eight field positions plus righthanded and lefthanded starting pitchers. The rankings go deeper at the glamour positions, i.e. shortstop, center field and righthanded starter.


We grade players’ tools on the 20-80 scouting scale, where 50 is average. The tools listed for position players are ability to hit for average (HIT), hit for power (POW), speed (SPD), fielding ability (FLD) and throwing arm (ARM). The tools listed for pitchers are fastball (FB), curveball (CB), slider (SL), changeup (CHG), other (OTH) and control (CTL). The “other” category can be a splitter, cutter or screwball.


Included as the final categories are BA Grades and Risk levels on a scale ranging from low to extreme.


CATCHER






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Francisco Alvarez


	Mets


	50


	70


	30


	45


	50


	65


	Medium







	2.


	Gabriel Moreno


	Blue Jays


	70


	45


	40


	60


	60


	65


	Medium







	3.


	Endy Rodriguez


	Pirates


	60


	60


	45


	50


	55


	65


	High







	4.


	Diego Cartaya


	Dodgers


	50


	70


	30


	45


	60


	65


	High







	5.


	Logan O’Hoppe


	Angels


	50


	50


	30


	55


	60


	55


	Medium







	6.


	Bo Naylor


	Guardians


	40


	50


	50


	55


	55


	55


	High







	7.


	Drew Romo


	Rockies


	50


	40


	50


	70


	60


	55


	High







	8.


	Henry Davis


	Pirates


	55


	60


	45


	40


	60


	55


	High







	9.


	Harry Ford


	Mariners


	55


	50


	60


	45


	60


	55


	High







	10.


	Luis Campusano


	Padres


	50


	55


	30


	45


	55


	50


	Medium








FIRST BASE






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Triston Casas


	Red Sox


	55


	65


	30


	55


	50


	60


	Medium







	2.


	Tyler Soderstrom


	Athletics


	60


	60


	40


	40


	55


	60


	High







	3.


	Kyle Manzardo


	Rays


	65


	55


	20


	50


	50


	55


	High







	4.


	Matt Mervis


	Cubs


	50


	60


	30


	40


	70


	50


	Medium







	5.


	D. De Los Santos


	D-backs


	45


	65


	45


	40


	50


	55


	High







	6.


	Jacob Berry


	Marlins


	55


	60


	40


	30


	45


	55


	High







	7.


	C. Encarnacion-Strand


	Reds


	40


	70


	40


	45


	70


	55


	Very High







	8.


	Xavier Isaac


	Rays


	50


	65


	40


	30


	45


	55


	Extreme







	9.


	Ivan Melendez


	D-backs


	55


	60


	30


	50


	50


	50


	High







	10.


	Jordan Diaz


	Athletics


	60


	50


	30


	40


	55


	45


	Medium








SECOND BASE






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Termarr Johnson


	Pirates


	70


	60


	50


	50


	50


	60


	High







	2.


	Michael Busch


	Dodgers


	50


	60


	45


	40


	40


	55


	Medium







	3.


	Connor Norby


	Orioles


	55


	55


	50


	50


	45


	55


	High







	4.


	Jace Jung


	Tigers


	55


	55


	40


	45


	50


	55


	High







	5.


	Edouard Julien


	Twins


	60


	50


	45


	30


	50


	55


	High







	6.


	Jonathan Aranda


	Rays


	60


	50


	30


	40


	50


	50


	Medium







	7.


	Luisangel Acuña


	Rangers


	40


	55


	55


	50


	40


	55


	High







	8.


	Zack Gelof


	Athletics


	50


	55


	55


	50


	50


	50


	High







	9.


	Nick Gonzales


	Pirates


	55


	50


	55


	45


	50


	50


	High







	10.


	Tyler Black


	Brewers


	55


	40


	55


	40


	40


	50


	High








THIRD BASE






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Jordan Walker


	Cardinals


	50


	70


	55


	50


	60


	70


	High







	2.


	Miguel Vargas


	Dodgers


	65


	50


	60


	40


	55


	60


	Medium







	3.


	Curtis Mead


	Rays


	70


	60


	40


	45


	40


	55


	Medium







	4.


	Brett Baty


	Mets


	60


	55


	45


	45


	60


	55


	Medium







	5.


	Noelvi Marte


	Reds


	45


	65


	50


	45


	50


	55


	High







	6.


	Josh Jung


	Rangers


	55


	60


	40


	45


	50


	55


	High







	7.


	Cam Collier


	Reds


	60


	55


	40


	50


	65


	60


	Extreme







	8.


	Casey Schmitt


	Giants


	55


	50


	50


	65


	70


	55


	High







	9.


	Colt Keith


	Tigers


	55


	50


	45


	50


	60


	50


	High







	10.


	Bryan Ramos


	White Sox


	55


	55


	40


	50


	55


	50


	High









SHORTSTOP






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Gunnar Henderson


	Orioles


	60


	70


	60


	60


	70


	70


	Medium







	2.


	Elly De La Cruz


	Reds


	40


	70


	70


	55


	70


	70


	Very High







	3.


	Jordan Lawlar


	D-backs


	60


	55


	60


	55


	60


	65


	High







	4.


	Ezequiel Tovar


	Rockies


	55


	55


	60


	70


	60


	65


	High







	5.


	Marcelo Mayer


	Red Sox


	60


	55


	40


	60


	60


	65


	High







	6.


	Anthony Volpe


	Yankees


	60


	60


	55


	50


	45


	65


	High







	7.


	Jackson Holliday


	Orioles


	60


	55


	60


	60


	60


	65


	Extreme







	8.


	Royce Lewis


	Twins


	50


	60


	65


	55


	55


	60


	High







	9.


	Jackson Merrill


	Padres


	60


	55


	50


	55


	55


	60


	High







	10.


	Colson Montgomery


	White Sox


	55


	55


	50


	55


	55


	60


	High







	11.


	Marco Luciano


	Giants


	60


	60


	40


	50


	60


	60


	High







	12.


	Brooks Lee


	Twins


	70


	50


	40


	50


	55


	60


	High







	13.


	Masyn Winn


	Cardinals


	55


	45


	60


	55


	80


	55


	High







	14.


	Zach Neto


	Angels


	60


	50


	55


	55


	60


	55


	High







	15.


	Edwin Arroyo


	Reds


	55


	45


	55


	65


	60


	55


	High







	16.


	Brayan Rocchio


	Guardians


	50


	50


	60


	60


	50


	55


	High







	17.


	Carson Williams


	Rays


	40


	60


	55


	60


	70


	55


	High







	18.


	Adael Amador


	Rockies


	65


	45


	45


	50


	45


	55


	High







	19.


	Jordan Westburg


	Orioles


	50


	55


	55


	55


	50


	50


	Medium







	20.


	Brice Turang


	Brewers


	55


	40


	60


	50


	50


	50


	Medium







	21.


	Oswald Peraza


	Yankees


	55


	45


	55


	60


	55


	50


	Medium







	22.


	Angel Martinez


	Guardians


	50


	50


	50


	55


	60


	55


	High







	23.


	Cole Young


	Mariners


	60


	45


	55


	50


	55


	55


	Extreme







	24.


	Brady House


	Nationals


	50


	65


	50


	55


	60


	55


	Extreme







	25.


	Cristian Hernandez


	Cubs


	50


	60


	40


	55


	60


	55


	Extreme








CENTER FIELD






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Jackson Chourio


	Brewers


	60


	70


	70


	55


	50


	70


	High







	2.


	Corbin Carroll


	D-backs


	60


	60


	80


	60


	45


	65


	Medium







	3.


	Druw Jones


	D-backs


	60


	55


	70


	70


	60


	65


	Very High







	4.


	Evan Carter


	Rangers


	60


	50


	60


	55


	50


	60


	High







	5.


	Pete Crow-Armstrong


	Cubs


	60


	45


	60


	80


	55


	60


	High







	6.


	Robert Hassell III


	Nationals


	60


	45


	55


	55


	55


	60


	High







	7.


	Elijah Green


	Nationals


	50


	70


	70


	55


	60


	65


	Extreme







	8.


	Sal Frelick


	Brewers


	70


	40


	70


	50


	45


	55


	Medium







	9.


	Colton Cowser


	Orioles


	60


	55


	55


	50


	55


	55


	Medium







	10.


	Emmanuel Rodriguez


	Twins


	60


	60


	50


	50


	60


	60


	Very High







	11.


	Ceddanne Rafaela


	Red Sox


	50


	50


	60


	70


	60


	55


	High







	12.


	Jasson Dominguez


	Yankees


	55


	60


	55


	50


	55


	55


	High







	13.


	Miguel Bleis


	Red Sox


	50


	65


	60


	60


	60


	60


	Extreme







	14.


	Chase DeLauter


	Guardians


	50


	60


	55


	50


	60


	55


	High







	15.


	Everson Pereira


	Yankees


	50


	55


	55


	50


	55


	55


	High








CORNER OUTFIELD






	No


	Player


	Org


	HIT


	POW


	RUN


	FLD


	ARM


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	James Wood


	Nationals


	55


	65


	55


	50


	55


	65


	High







	2.


	George Valera


	Guardians


	50


	55


	50


	50


	50


	55


	High







	3.


	Zac Veen


	Rockies


	50


	50


	60


	50


	50


	55


	High







	4.


	Joey Wiemer


	Brewers


	30


	70


	60


	55


	80


	55


	High







	5.


	Brennen Davis


	Cubs


	45


	55


	55


	50


	55


	55


	High







	6.


	Oscar Colas


	White Sox


	55


	60


	40


	50


	60


	50


	Medium







	7.


	Alex Ramirez


	Mets


	50


	55


	55


	55


	60


	55


	High







	8.


	Kevin Alcantara


	Cubs


	45


	60


	55


	55


	50


	55


	High







	9.


	Gavin Cross


	Royals


	55


	55


	50


	50


	55


	55


	High







	10.


	Alec Burleson


	Cardinals


	60


	50


	40


	45


	50


	50


	Medium







	11.


	Masataka Yoshida


	Red Sox


	55


	45


	40


	40


	40


	50


	Medium







	12.


	Andy Pages


	Dodgers


	40


	70


	30


	50


	70


	50


	High







	13.


	Samuel Zavala


	Padres


	55


	50


	45


	55


	55


	55


	Extreme







	14.


	Aaron Zavala


	Rangers


	55


	40


	50


	50


	50


	55


	Very High







	15.


	Gabriel Gonzalez


	Mariners


	45


	60


	40


	45


	70


	55


	Extreme









RIGHTHANDER






	No


	Pitcher


	Team


	FB


	CB


	SL


	CHG


	OTH


	CTL


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Grayson Rodriguez


	Orioles


	60


	70


	60


	60


	—


	70


	70


	Medium







	2.


	Andrew Painter


	Phillies


	70


	50


	60


	55


	—


	70


	70


	High







	3.


	Eury Perez


	Marlins


	70


	60


	60


	60


	—


	65


	70


	High







	4.


	Hunter Brown


	Astros


	70


	55


	55


	45


	—


	50


	65


	High







	5.


	Bobby Miller


	Dodgers


	70


	50


	70


	60


	—


	50


	65


	High







	6.


	Daniel Espino


	Guardians


	80


	55


	70


	50


	—


	55


	70


	Very High







	7.


	Gavin Williams


	Guardians


	70


	60


	55


	50


	—


	50


	65


	High







	8.


	Kodai Senga


	Mets


	60


	50


	45


	—


	70*


	50


	55


	Medium







	9.


	Brandon Pfaadt


	D-backs


	60


	45


	60


	55


	—


	60


	55


	Medium







	10.


	Cade Cavalli


	Nationals


	70


	65


	55


	55


	—


	50


	60


	High







	11.


	Shane Baz


	Rays


	80


	45


	60


	50


	—


	60


	65


	Extreme







	12.


	Ryan Pepiot


	Dodgers


	70


	—


	50


	60


	—


	40


	55


	Medium







	13.


	Gavin Stone


	Dodgers


	60


	45


	50


	70


	—


	60


	55


	Medium







	14.


	Dylan Lesko


	Padres


	70


	60


	—


	70


	—


	60


	65


	Extreme







	15.


	Mick Abel


	Phillies


	60


	50


	60


	55


	—


	50


	60


	High







	16.


	Jackson Jobe


	Tigers


	60


	50


	70


	60


	—


	55


	60


	High







	17.


	Tink Hence


	Cardinals


	60


	60


	55


	55


	—


	50


	60


	Very High







	18.


	Tanner Bibee


	Guardians


	60


	50


	60


	50


	—


	55


	55


	High







	19.


	Owen White


	Rangers


	55


	55


	60


	50


	—


	60


	55


	High







	20.


	Max Meyer


	Marlins


	60


	—


	70


	55


	—


	55


	55


	High







	21.


	Gordon Graceffo


	Cardinals


	55


	50


	60


	55


	—


	65


	55


	High







	22.


	Luis Ortiz


	Pirates


	70


	—


	60


	50


	—


	45


	55


	High







	23.


	Wilmer Flores


	Tigers


	55


	55


	—


	—


	50†


	60


	55


	High







	24.


	Quinn Priester


	Pirates


	50


	60


	50


	50


	—


	55


	55


	High







	25.


	Ryne Nelson


	D-backs


	60


	50


	55


	45


	—


	55


	50


	Medium







	26.


	Yosver Zulueta


	Blue Jays


	60


	50


	60


	50


	—


	40


	55


	High







	27.


	Drey Jameson


	D-backs


	65


	50


	70


	50


	—


	50


	50


	Medium







	28.


	Chase Silseth


	Angels


	60


	55


	50


	—


	45*


	45


	50


	Medium







	29.


	Griff McGarry


	Phillies


	70


	50


	60


	55


	60†


	40


	55


	Very High







	30.


	Cade Horton


	Cubs


	70


	50


	60


	45


	—


	50


	55


	Very High







	31.


	Ben Brown


	Cubs


	60


	60


	55


	30


	—


	50


	55


	Very High







	32.


	Jack Leiter


	Rangers


	55


	50


	60


	45


	—


	40


	55


	Very High







	33.


	Jarlin Susana


	Nationals


	70


	45


	55


	45


	—


	45


	55


	Extreme







	34.


	Bryce Miller


	Mariners


	70


	45


	55


	50


	—


	50


	50


	High







	35.


	AJ Smith-Shawver


	Braves


	70


	—


	70


	45


	—


	50


	55


	Extreme







	36.


	Mason Miller


	Athletics


	70


	—


	60


	50


	—


	55


	55


	Extreme







	37.


	Mason Black


	Giants


	60


	—


	60


	40


	—


	55


	50


	High







	38.


	Nick Nastrini


	Dodgers


	65


	45


	55


	50


	—


	40


	50


	High







	39.


	Marco Raya


	Twins


	65


	55


	60


	50


	—


	50


	55


	Extreme







	40.


	Owen Murphy


	Braves


	60


	60


	50


	45


	—


	55


	55


	Extreme








LEFTHANDER






	No


	Pitcher


	Team


	FB


	CB


	SL


	CHG


	OTH


	CTL


	BA Grade


	Risk







	1.


	Kyle Harrison


	Giants


	70


	—


	60


	50


	—


	45


	60


	High







	2.


	Ricky Tiedemann


	Blue Jays


	65


	—


	60


	70


	—


	55


	60


	High







	3.


	Matthew Liberatore


	Cardinals


	50


	60


	50


	45


	—


	50


	50


	Medium







	4.


	DL Hall


	Orioles


	80


	60


	70


	60


	—


	40


	55


	High







	5.


	Logan Allen


	Guardians


	50


	—


	50


	60


	55†


	60


	55


	High







	6.


	Kyle Muller


	Braves


	60


	55


	60


	40


	—


	45


	50


	Medium







	7.


	Cooper Hjerpe


	Cardinals


	60


	40


	55


	55


	—


	55


	55


	High







	8.


	Blake Walston


	D-backs


	50


	50


	55


	60


	—


	50


	55


	High







	9.


	Brandon Barriera


	Blue Jays


	60


	50


	65


	50


	—


	50


	55


	Extreme







	10.


	Ken Waldichuk


	Athletics


	55


	45


	60


	55


	—


	50


	50


	High







	11.


	Mason Montgomery


	Rays


	60


	—


	45


	40


	—


	55


	50


	High







	12.


	Connor Prielipp


	Twins


	60


	—


	70


	55


	—


	55


	55


	Extreme







	13.


	Brandon Williamson


	Reds


	55


	55


	50


	45


	—


	45


	50


	High







	14.


	Ky Bush


	Angels


	55


	45


	60


	50


	—


	50


	50


	High







	15.


	Noah Schultz


	White Sox


	65


	—


	60


	50


	—


	50


	55


	Extreme








* Splitter. † Cutter










TALENT RANKINGS






	Organization


	2022


	2021


	2020


	2019


	2018







	1. Baltimore Orioles


	4


	7


	12


	22


	17







	Baltimore boasts the No. 1 overall prospect in Gunnar Henderson and one of the best pitching prospects in the game in Grayson Rodriguez. Both should make an impact at Camden Yards in 2023, and there’s plenty of upper-level depth with outfielder Colton Cowser and infielders Jordan Westburg, Connor Norby and Joey Ortiz.







	2. Arizona Diamondbacks


	10


	17


	10


	21


	26







	The prospect trio of Corbin Carroll, Jordan Lawlar and Druw Jones might be the best in baseball and is backed by a stable of talented, upper-level pitchers like Brandon Pfaadt, Ryne Nelson and Drey Jameson. With three potential stars, plenty of arms and talented players in the upper levels, Arizona has a competitive core on the way.







	3. Los Angeles Dodgers


	8


	9


	3


	10


	9







	Miguel Vargas is arguably the best pure hitting prospect in the game, while the hard-throwing trio of Bobby Miller, Ryan Pepiot and Gavin Stone should make an MLB impact in 2023. Add in Diego Cartaya and 2022 acquisitions Dalton Rushing (draft) and Josue De Paula (international), and the Dodgers are loaded with potential stars.







	4. Cleveland Guardians


	12


	11


	19


	15


	21







	Led by two of the top pitching prospects in baseball in Daniel Espino and Gavin Williams, the Guardians boast a deep and talented group of close-to-the-majors prospects. With Bo Naylor, Will Brennan, Tyler Freeman and Gabriel Arias already seeing time in the majors, the youngest team in baseball is set to get younger.







	5. New York Mets


	16


	19


	25


	19


	27







	The system’s top three prospects—Francisco Alvarez, NPB import Kodai Senga and Brett Baty—will impact the big leagues this season, while 2022 top draft picks Kevin Parada, Jett Williams and Blade Tidwell provide depth and upside to supplement up-the-middle talents like Alex Ramirez and Ronny Mauricio.







	6. Tampa Bay Rays


	2


	1


	1


	2


	5







	Though Tampa Bay’s system has taken a step back in recent years, it’s still pretty good. No. 1 prospect Shane Baz is a wild card, but hitters like Curtis Mead, Carson Williams and Kyle Manzardo offer a range of upside, and righthander Taj Bradley is one of the game’s best pitching prospects.







	7. Washington Nationals


	26


	30


	23


	16


	15







	Trading outfielder Juan Soto to the Padres netted the Nats one of the biggest prospect hauls in recent memory, headlined by James Wood, Robert Hassell III and Jarlin Susana. Add that trio to high-upside outfielder Elijah Green and big league-ready righthander Cade Cavalli, and brighter days might be ahead in D.C.







	8. Cincinnati Reds


	7


	18


	29


	7


	10







	The Reds went into full rebuild mode in 2022 and it’s reflected in the fact that seven of their top 10 prospects—led by Noelvi Marte and Edwin Arroyo—were acquired via trades. Others, like dynamic power-speed shortstop Elly De La Cruz as well as 2022 draft picks Cam Collier and Sal Stewart, offer exciting upside and projection.







	9. St. Louis Cardinals


	18


	12


	14


	11


	13







	Few teams have consistently developed big leaguers like the Cardinals. With a talented group at the top led by Jordan Walker, Tink Hence and Masyn Winn, the pipeline doesn’t look likely to dry up any time soon. In the 2022 draft, the Cardinals added another group of college strike-throwers, a successful archetype for the organization.







	10. Boston Red Sox


	11


	21


	22


	30


	23







	Boston’s prospect group isn’t deep, but it’s led by MLB-ready first baseman Triston Casas and talented shortstop Marcelo Mayer. Breakout prospect Ceddanne Rafaela and toolsy wunderkind Miguel Bleis add upside to the system, and Japanese import Masataka Yoshida gives Boston a plug-and-play outfielder for its new-look lineup.







	11. Pittsburgh Pirates


	3


	15


	24


	18


	16







	After winning the first ever MLB draft lottery, the Pirates will choose from the top spot once again in 2023. The player Pittsburgh selects will join an intriguing talent base at the top of the system that includes top-of-the-board picks Henry Davis and Termarr Johnson as well as Pirates top prospect Endy Rodriguez.







	12. Texas Rangers


	9


	24


	20


	24


	22







	As an amateur, Evan Carter flew under the radar. Now, he’s one of the game’s elite prospects. Fireballing right-hander Owen White has emerged as the team’s top pitching prospect, and third baseman Josh Jung overcame a shoulder injury to make his MLB debut. High-end outfielder Anthony Gutierrez could be poised for a breakout.







	13. Milwaukee Brewers


	25


	28


	30


	26


	6







	Any system led by Jackson Chourio is going to rank fairly high, but the Brewers have an exciting group of tooled-up talents and variety at the top with outfielders Sal Frelick, Joey Wiemer and Garrett Mitchell offering a little bit of everything. Shortstop Brice Turang offers safety, while righthander Jacob Misiorowski offers excitement.







	14. Colorado Rockies


	24


	25


	28


	23


	19







	The 2022 season was a very good one in the Rockies’ system. Ezequiel Tovar established himself as one of the top 20 prospects in baseball, reaching MLB by season’s end. A young crop of international signees—highlighted by infielder Adael Amador and righthander Jordy Vargas—flashed immense upside in the lower levels.







	15. Toronto Blue Jays


	19


	4


	6


	3


	8







	After trading first-round picks Austin Martin and Gunnar Hoglund in consecutive seasons, the Blue Jays’ farm ranking was poised to slide. But thanks to the breakouts by Ricky Tiedemann and flamethrower Yosver Zulueta and a talented draft class led by lefthander Brandon Barriera, the Blue Jays have rebuilt the farm on the fly.







	16. New York Yankees


	13


	16


	17


	20


	2







	Anthony Volpe and Oswald Peraza give the Yankees a dynamic duo of high-upside middle infielders with proximity. Jasson Dominguez ascended from Low-A to Double-A, while New York popped uber-athletic Vanderbilt outfielder Spencer Jones in the first round and got an excellent season from catcher Austin Wells.







	17. Chicago Cubs


	15


	22


	21


	29


	28







	Pete Crow-Armstrong leads a strong group of outfield prospects, and the Cubs continue to add intriguing pitchers such as 2022 first-rounder Cade Horton and trade pickups Ben Brown and Hayden Wesneski. The Cubs’ system is light on middle infielders and many of its top prospects have concerning injury histories, adding volatility.







	18. San Francisco Giants


	17


	14


	13


	28


	25







	Shortstop Marco Luciano and lefty Kyle Harrison form one of the game’s better one-two duos, while third baseman Casey Schmitt showed tons of potential. Righthanders Mason Black and Eric Silva showed promise, and San Francisco chased upside with college lefties Reggie Crawford and Carson Whisenhunt in the 2022 draft.







	19. Philadelphia Phillies


	23


	27


	26


	12


	7







	Philadelphia’s system is extremely top-heavy, but Andrew Painter, Mick Abel and Griff McGarry make for an excellent trio of righthanders. Add in first-rounder Justin Crawford and his big league bloodlines and you have the start of an intriguing group that could supplement the reigning NL champions’ roster in the coming years.







	20. Miami Marlins


	20


	10


	9


	25


	24







	A great deal of this system’s value rests on the recoveries of three injured pitchers—Max Meyer, Jake Eder and Sixto Sanchez. Skyscraper righthander Eury Perez is one of the game’s best pitching prospects, and polished first-rounder Jacob Berry could add a much-needed injection of offense.







	21. Minnesota Twins


	14


	8


	7


	8


	12







	With four position players leading the way in Royce Lewis, Brooks Lee, Emmanuel Rodriguez and Edouard Julien, the Twins have a nice group of up-the-middle players with above-average hitting potential. After that, the Twins’ system runs heavy with risky pitching prospects like Connor Prielipp, Marco Raya and Matt Canterino.







	22. Seattle Mariners


	1


	2


	5


	17


	30







	The graduations of Julio Rodriguez and George Kirby and trades of Noelvi Marte, Edwin Arroyo and others helped lead the Mariners to their first playoff appearance in 21 years last season, so it’s no concern that the system has thinned out. Recent first-round picks Harry Ford and Cole Young will help replenish the prospect stock.







	23. San Diego Padres


	21


	3


	2


	1


	3







	The Padres nearly emptied their farm system to acquire Juan Soto from the Nationals at the 2022 trade deadline. Shortstop Jackson Merrill has potential and catcher Luis Campusano is ready for a big league shot, but top pitching prospects Dylan Lesko, Robby Snelling and Victor Lizarraga are all teenagers who are years away.







	24. Houston Astros


	28


	26


	27


	5


	11







	The Astros didn’t pick in the first round in 2020 and 2021 as punishment for the sign-stealing scandal. Despite the restrictions, Houston has managed to churn out MLB contributors year after year. The song remains the same in 2023 with righthander Hunter Brown, catcher Yainer Diaz and infielder David Hensley all likely to contribute.







	25. Los Angeles Angels


	29


	23


	16


	13


	14







	Logan O’Hoppe, Zach Neto and Edgar Quero give the Angels a promising trio of up-the-middle position players, while Chase Silseth and Ky Bush have emerged as promising arms from their 2021 all-pitcher draft. There is little behind them, with righthander Sam Bachman looking like yet another first-round whiff.







	26. Detroit Tigers


	6


	5


	11


	14


	20







	The rebuild needs to be rebuilt in Detroit. After graduating top position prospects Spencer Torkelson and Riley Greene in 2022, the Tigers’ system is once again spearheaded by pitchers, such as Jackson Jobe, Wilmer Flores and Ty Madden. A group of smooth-hitting infielders in Jace Jung, Colt Keith and Peyton Graham offers promise.







	27. Oakland Athletics


	27


	29


	15


	9


	18







	The A’s have traded Matt Olson, Matt Chapman, Frankie Montas, Chris Bassitt and Sean Manaea from the 2021 team and have little to show for it. The club has few hitters of note outside of recent draftees Tyler Soderstrom and Zack Gelof. This has all the hallmarks of a failed rebuild effort, and the A’s may not be good again for a long time.







	28. Chicago White Sox


	30


	20


	8


	6


	4







	This system is led by a strong top two in shortstop Colson Montgomery and outfielder Oscar Colas but then falls off quickly. There’s a deep corps of pitchers inside the top 10 who offer upside profiles, like 2022 first-round lefthander Noah Schultz as well as righthanders Sean Burke, Cristian Mena and Peyton Pallette.







	29. Kansas City Royals


	5


	13


	18


	27


	29







	The Royals graduated 10 players from their Top 30 Prospects list last year, so the system was bound to tumble. The Royals lack the depth to cushion the fall. The organization’s remaining prospect group is headlined by three in-season acquisitions—draftees Gavin Cross and Cayden Wallace and trade pickup Drew Waters.







	30. Atlanta Braves


	22


	6


	4


	4


	1







	The Braves have a good reason to rank last in these rankings. Over the last two years, the Braves effectively used their farm system depth and pitching development prowess to turn ponies on the farm into horses on the major league team. There’s little left in the cupboard, but Braves fans should be satisfied.
















Arizona Diamondbacks
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BY NICK PIECORO


Corbin Carroll’s major league debut took place on Aug. 29, 2022. The evening had the feel of an unofficial Diamondbacks holiday.



[image: Image]

KATELYN MULCAHY/GETTY IMAGES


Top prospects Alek Thomas (pictured) and shortstop Geraldo Perdomo graduated in 2022.




Down on the field for batting practice, standing near Carroll’s family and friends, were his coaches from Double-A and Triple-A. Over near the dugout were the scouts who had recommended him as an amateur. And scattered about was a contingent of club officials who had crossed paths with Carroll along the way.


The D-backs, who had arranged for many of those people to fly in for the game, were in no way downplaying what they felt was an important day for the franchise—one they hope will serve as a mile marker for an organization on the upswing.


Carroll is the club’s best position prospect in years and one of its best ever, ranking among the likes of Justin Upton and Stephen Drew.


The D-backs are hoping not just that he will be a good player who can help them win, but that he will be in the vanguard of a wave of prospects who can help them enjoy sustained success for the first time since the early days of the franchise.


The last several D-backs playoff teams—in 2007, 2011 and 2017—were one-offs. They created excitement one year only to disappoint the next. Mix in a handful of ill-fated trades and it is easy to see why fans have viewed the franchise with skepticism in recent years.


But the D-backs are setting themselves up to change that with a rebuild that is steadily gaining momentum.


In addition to Carroll, they have two other prospects—shortstop Jordan Lawlar and center fielder Druw Jones—whom scouts believe could one day rank among the better players in baseball. The D-backs are developing well-rounded prospects as well. Carroll, Lawlar and Jones should all contribute offensively and defensively, something that is also true with recent MLB graduates like Daulton Varsho and Alek Thomas.


They also have the makings of their best pitching pipeline in more than a decade, with many prospects, led by Brandon Pfaadt, having reached Double-A or Triple-A, meaning they should be ready to help before long. Righthanders Ryne Nelson and Drey Jameson have already reached Arizona.


They have a collection of talented young outfielders already in MLB with others not far behind.


They have potential sluggers and, finally, they have some power-armed relievers working their way to the majors.


With a big league club that improved by 22 games from the previous year and a front office that seems fully committed to building from within, the D-backs’ near- and long-term outlook feels as promising as it has in a long time.


PROJECTED 2026 LINEUP






	Catcher


	Carson Kelly


	31







	First Base


	Deyvison De Los Santos


	23







	Second Base


	Ketel Marte


	32







	Third Base


	A.J. Vukovich


	24







	Shortstop


	Jordan Lawlar


	23







	Left Field


	Corbin Carroll


	25







	Center Field


	Druw Jones


	22







	Right Field


	Jake McCarthy


	28







	Designated Hitter


	Daulton Varsho


	29







	No. 1 Starter


	Zac Gallen


	30







	No. 2 Starter


	Brandon Pfaadt


	27







	No. 3 Starter


	Ryne Nelson


	28







	No. 4 Starter


	Drey Jameson


	28







	No. 5 Starter


	Blake Walston


	25







	Closer


	Landon Sims


	25








Much of that hope was on display that night in August. After falling behind 7-0, they rallied for a 13-7 win against the eventual National League-champion Phillies. Carroll was in the middle of it all: His tie-breaking, two-run double put the D-backs ahead for good.


For much of the second half, the D-backs showed reasons to believe their core has promise. Beginning in 2023, they will need to show that promise can deliver them to October—more than just every once in a while. [image: ]








DEPTH CHART


ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS






	TOP 2023 MLB CONTRIBUTORS


	RANK







	Corbin Carroll, OF


	1







	Brandon Pfaadt, RHP


	4







	Ryne Nelson, RHP


	6












	BREAKOUT PROSPECTS


	RANK







	Ruben Santana, 3B


	17







	Cristofer Torin, SS


	20







	Yu-Min Lin, LHP


	18










SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	29


	Acquired


	1







	College


	13


	Trade


	1







	Junior college


	0


	Rule 5 draft


	0







	High school


	6


	Independent league


	0







	Nondrafted free agent


	0


	Free agent/waivers


	0







	International


	10
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1 CORBIN CARROLL, OF
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EDDIE KELLY






BA GRADE


65


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES


Hit: 60.


Power: 60.


Run: 80.


Field: 60.


Arm: 45.


Projected future grades on 20-80 scouting scale





Born: August 21, 2000. B-T: L-L. HT: 5-10. WT: 165. Drafted: HS—Seattle, 2019 (1st round). Signed by: Dan Ramsay.


TRACK RECORD: Carroll dominated the high school showcase circuit the summer before his draft year, then performed well in his senior season, all the while showing an advanced approach, surprising power and a well-rounded skill set. He was seen as a surefire first-round selection when the D-backs drafted him No. 16 overall and signed him away from a UCLA commitment with a $3.75 million bonus. The pandemic wiped out Carroll’s 2020 season, other than time spent at the alternate training site, and he played in just seven games in 2021 before suffering a season-ending shoulder injury that required surgery to repair labrum and capsule tears. The D-backs kept their expectations for his 2022 season in check, unsure how his shoulder would respond or if he would need to knock off rust, but Carroll got off to a red-hot start with Double-A Amarillo and never slowed down, mashing his way first to Triple-A Reno then to a major league callup in late August. He performed well in the majors over the final six weeks of the season despite arriving with just 142 career games of MiLB experience under his belt.


SCOUTING REPORT: Carroll has a powerful swing, excellent bat-to-ball skills and a discerning eye, a combination of traits often found in baseball’s premier hitters. Though small in size, Carroll gets the most out of his elite, quick-twitch athletic ability at the plate. He loads into his back side before driving forward, efficiently transferring energy from his core and into his swing. His tendency to offer at the right pitches and square them up leads to a heavy dose of exit velocities at 100 mph and higher. He uses the whole field well, including going the other way with power; his first two career homers in the majors were hit to center and left field. Carroll is an explosive runner with elite speed. His top sprint speed during his brief time in the majors was the second-fastest ever recorded in the eight-year history of Statcast data. He is aggressive on the bases with excellent instincts. Carroll’s speed plays well in the outfield, where he can let loose his athleticism to make rangy catches. He rated as one of the best left fielders in the majors in his brief debut. His fringe-average arm is his only subpar tool.


BEST TOOLS


BATTING






	Best Hitter for Average


	Corbin Carroll







	Best Power Hitter


	Deyvison De Los Santos







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Corbin Carroll







	Fastest Baserunner


	Corbin Carroll







	Best Athlete


	Drey Jameson








PITCHING






	Best Fastball


	Ryne Nelson







	Best Curveball


	Conor Grammes







	Best Slider


	Drey Jameson







	Best Changeup


	Blake Walston







	Best Control


	Brandon Pfaadt








FIELDING






	Best Defensive Catcher


	Alberto Barriga







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Blaze Alexander







	Best Infield Arm


	Blaze Alexander







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Jorge Barrosa







	Best Outfield Arm


	Alvin Guzman








THE FUTURE: The D-backs kept Carroll’s at-bat total low in the majors in order to keep his rookie status intact and potentially make a push for Rookie of the Year honors—and the accompanying extra draft pick. As such, he received only semi-regular playing time and never seemed to get locked in at the plate. And yet he still managed to hit an impressive .260/.330/.500. Carroll exhibited some areas that could use polish. He showed more chase and swing-and-miss than he had in the minors and struggled in limited looks against lefthanders. Still, evaluators are unanimous in their excitement about his future, with questions only about how many all-star appearances he is expected to make. He figures to be a mainstay in Arizona’s lineup for years, starting with Opening Day 2023.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	21


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	.500


	2


	6


	2







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.313


	58


	227


	62







	2022


	21


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.287


	33


	129


	25







	2022


	21


	Arizona (NL)


	MLB


	.260


	32


	104


	13







	Major League Totals


	.260


	32


	104


	13







	Minor League Totals


	.310


	142


	539


	134












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	21


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	3


	0


	0


	1


	1







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	71


	11


	8


	16


	39







	2022


	21


	Reno (PCL)


	37


	11


	0


	7


	22







	2022


	21


	Arizona (NL)


	27


	9


	2


	4


	14







	Major League Totals


	27


	9


	2


	4


	14







	Minor League Totals


	167


	32


	17


	28


	87












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	21


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	2


	3


	0


	.625


	1.000







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	41


	68


	20


	.430


	.643







	2022


	21


	Reno (PCL)


	24


	36


	11


	.408


	.535







	2022


	21


	Arizona (NL)


	8


	31


	2


	.330


	.500







	Major League Totals


	8


	31


	2


	.330


	.500







	Minor League Totals


	102


	155


	52


	.426


	.588
















2 JORDAN LAWLAR, SS
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BA GRADE


65


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES


Hitting: 60


Power: 55


Speed: 60


Fielding: 55


Arm: 60





Born: July 17, 2002. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 190. Drafted: HS—Dallas, 2021 (1st round). Signed by: J.R. Salinas.


TRACK RECORD: Lawlar was a well-regarded prep player who won Gatorade’s Texas player of the year honors and performed well on the showcase circuit. His well-rounded skill set had him in the mix to go No. 1 overall in 2021 but he slid to sixth, where the D-backs swooped in and signed him for $6.7 million, the third-highest bonus in the draft. That summer, just two games into his pro career, Lawlar suffered a labrum injury that required season-ending surgery, but he made the issue look like just a speed bump by turning in a terrific 2022 season in which he reached Double-A. His time in the AFL was cut short by a fractured left scapula on a hit by pitch.


SCOUTING REPORT: Lawlar has plus bat speed and power, and last season he showed an approach at the plate that was well beyond that of most players his age, thus allowing him to tap into that power on a regular basis. He uses a controlled leg kick to start an efficient swing, producing hard-hit balls to all fields. He has good feel for the barrel, the ability to catch up to velocity and is able to make adjustments at the plate, sometimes within at-bats. His walk and chase rates were above-average, while his whiff and strikeout rates were roughly average. He has some things to iron out defensively—he committed 29 errors in 87 games, many on throws—but has the skill set to not only stick at shortstop but to play it at an above-average level, showing range, quickness, arm strength and smooth actions. Lawlar has plus speed and is an excellent baserunner.


THE FUTURE: Lawlar may have as much upside as anyone in the organization, looking like a potential middle-of-the-lineup, middle-of-the-diamond star not unlike Carlos Correa.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	19


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	.368


	6


	19


	5







	2022


	19


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	.351


	44


	174


	44







	2022


	19


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	.288


	30


	111


	31







	2022


	19


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.212


	20


	85


	18







	Minor League Totals


	.305


	102


	394


	98












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	19


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	7


	1


	1


	0


	2







	2022


	19


	Visalia (CAL)


	61


	9


	4


	9


	32







	2022


	19


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	32


	8


	2


	3


	17







	2022


	19


	Amarillo (TL)


	18


	0


	0


	4


	11







	Minor League Totals


	120


	19


	7


	16


	63












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	19


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	4


	6


	0


	.500


	.526







	2022


	19


	Visalia (CAL)


	27


	48


	24


	.447


	.603







	2022


	19


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	16


	33


	13


	.385


	.477







	2022


	19


	Amarillo (TL)


	10


	28


	2


	.299


	.353







	Minor League Totals


	58


	116


	40


	.402


	.510
















3 DRUW JONES, OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


65


Risk: Very High


SCOUTING GRADES


Hitting: 60


Power: 55


Speed: 70


Fielding: 70


Arm: 60





Born: November 28, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 180. Drafted: HS—Peachtree Corners, Ga., 2022 (1st round). Signed by: Hudson Belinsky.


TRACK RECORD: Andruw Jones won 10 Gold Gloves in center field and slammed 434 career home runs—and his son Druw is a chip off the old block. After an impressive run on the showcase circuit, Jones went on to win Gatorade’s Georgia player of the year award in 2022. His combination of tools, skills and projection put him at the top of the D-backs’ draft board—and most other teams’—and they were ecstatic when he fell to them at No. 2 overall. He signed for a bonus just shy of $8.2 million. He hit an obstacle when he tore his left labrum during batting practice on his first day at Arizona’s spring training complex and needed season-ending surgery.


SCOUTING REPORT: Jones has a simple, repeatable swing and an advanced approach that the D-backs believe will allow him to hit for both average and power. He times pitches with a small leg kick that leads to a short, compact stroke. His bat stays through the zone well and allows him to take aim at the middle of the field. He can handle both velocity and spin, and he showed improvement last year at laying off breaking balls out of the zone. Jones should have an impact bat, but time will tell whether he produces gaudy home run totals like his father or is more about using his plus speed to produce loads of doubles and triples. He is a graceful defender in center field who gets good reads and glides to where the ball will be. He has a plus arm and gets good carry on his throws.


THE FUTURE: Jones provided little to nitpick during his amateur career, and he enters pro ball with sky-high expectations of a potential franchise-altering player. Once his shoulder is fully healthy—which could happen in time for Opening Day—he should open in Low-A Visalia to make his official pro debut.






	Year


	Age


	Club (Lge)


	Level


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	18


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (Lge)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	18


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (Lge)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	18


	Did not play—Injured
















4 BRANDON PFAADT, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 60


Curveball: 45


Slider: 60


Changeup: 55


Control: 60





Born: October 15, 1998. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 230. Drafted: Bellarmine, 2020 (5th round). Signed by: Jeremy Kehrt.


TRACK RECORD: Pfaadt turned in a solid performance in the Cape Cod League the summer before his draft year, then followed it up with an impressive five-start run before the pandemic ended his junior season. It was enough to prompt the D-backs to select him in the fifth round in 2020. In two seasons, Pfaadt has risen to become the most well-regarded pitcher in the organization. He was the D-backs’ pitcher of the year in 2022 and his 218 strikeouts were the most in a minor league season since 2001.


SCOUTING REPORT: Pfaadt’s fastball averages 93-94 mph and tops out at 96-97. The pitch is unique in that it acts almost like a cut fastball with carry, allowing him to pitch up in the zone. His putaway pitch is his slider, which sits 80-84 mph with heavy sweep, and he made big strides last year with his changeup, which has a different movement profile—running armside—from his other pitches. Pfaadt also has a curveball he uses early in counts. He instinctively pounds the strike zone, attacking hitters even after giving up a home run, but last year improved at working the fringes of the zone, leading to more strikeouts. Pfaadt repeats his delivery well, with every pitch coming out of the same slot. He is a hard worker with an inquisitive nature.


THE FUTURE: Pfaadt did enough to earn a callup last year but did not receive one in part because he didn’t need to be added to Arizona’s 40-man roster until after the season. He projects as a midrotation starter, but his combination of stuff, command, work ethic and pitching acumen has the D-backs hopeful he might become more than that. He is expected to debut in 2023.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	6


	6


	4.53


	19







	2022


	23


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	5


	1


	2.63


	10







	Minor League Totals


	19


	14


	3.56


	51












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	19


	105


	113


	19


	19







	2022


	23


	Reno (PCL)


	10


	62


	47


	9


	14







	Minor League Totals


	51


	299


	265


	50


	61












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	144


	1.6


	12.3


	1.25


	.274







	2022


	23


	Reno (PCL)


	74


	2.0


	10.8


	0.99


	.210







	Minor League Totals


	378


	1.8


	11.4


	1.09


	.234
















5 DEYVISON DE LOS SANTOS, 3B


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES


Hitting: 50


Power: 65


Speed: 45


Fielding: 40


Arm: 50





Born: June 21, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 225. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2019. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Wil Tejada.


TRACK RECORD: The D-backs were drawn to De Los Santos’ ability to impact the baseball when they signed him for $200,000 in 2019. So far, their hulking prospect has lived up to expectations. His pro debut was delayed until 2021 by the pandemic, but he looked at ease as he climbed to Low-A Visalia as an 18-year-old. Despite being young for the level at every stop, De Los Santos has done nothing but hit. In 2022 he not only hit for power and drove in runs but also finished eighth in the minors in hits.


SCOUTING REPORT: De Los Santos’ strong frame produces explosive bat speed and his high-end exit velocities lead the D-backs’ system. When his swing is right, he keeps it tight and compact, getting his bat in the zone early and exiting late. De Los Santos has a tendency to tinker with his mechanics and his swing can get long. His aggressiveness at the plate can also be an issue. So, too, is his inability to recognize spin, particularly sliders breaking away from him. Still, De Los Santos has continued to hit at every stop, including for power despite still having strides to make toward pulling the ball with authority. He has good hands and enough arm to handle third base, but there are questions about his footwork, throwing accuracy and both present and future range, depending on how his body matures. Those factors could necessitate a move to first base. He is an average runner who could slow down as he develops physically.


THE FUTURE: De Los Santos has immense upside, but his willingness to expand the zone raises questions. If it comes together, he could be a masher in the mold of a peak Miguel Sano.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	19


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	.329


	78


	316


	43







	2022


	19


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	.278


	38


	158


	24







	2022


	19


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.231


	10


	39


	5







	Minor League Totals


	.303


	188


	740


	117












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	19


	Visalia (CAL)


	104


	18


	2


	12


	67







	2022


	19


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	44


	9


	0


	9


	33







	2022


	19


	Amarillo (TL)


	9


	2


	0


	1


	6







	Minor League Totals


	224


	45


	4


	30


	143












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	19


	Visalia (CAL)


	22


	84


	4


	.370


	.513







	2022


	19


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	7


	54


	1


	.307


	.506







	2022


	19


	Amarillo (TL)


	5


	9


	0


	.333


	.359







	Minor League Totals


	60


	214


	8


	.355


	.496
















6 RYNE NELSON, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 60


Curveball: 50


Slider: 55


Changeup: 45


Control: 55





Born: February 1, 1998. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 190. Drafted: Oregon, 2019 (2nd round). Signed by: Dan Ramsay.


TRACK RECORD: Nelson was a two-way player at Oregon before becoming a full-time pitcher in 2019. An unrefined power arm when the D-backs drafted him, Nelson showed up at instructional league in the fall of 2020 looking far more polished. Last year, he grinded through the hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League, reached the majors late in 2022 and pitched well before his year ended due to a minor shoulder issue.


SCOUTING REPORT: Nelson averaged 93 mph with his fastball at Triple-A Reno, but he sat closer to 95 during his time in the majors. The pitch has excellent life, which allows him to throw it up in the zone. Nelson has total confidence in his fastball, leaning on it in tight situations and using it to overpower hitters even in fastball counts. He throws a firm slider and a slower curveball, both of which have good downward action. The two can alternate between being his best secondary pitch. His changeup, his fourth-best pitch, is inconsistent but flashes plus. Nelson has a clean, repeatable delivery that allows him to throw quality strikes with consistency. He is a good competitor who maintains an even-keeled demeanor. He impressed teammates in the majors with his ability to process information and develop a game plan.


THE FUTURE: After his three dazzling starts in the big leagues in September, Nelson is well-positioned to compete for a rotation spot in spring training. Failing that, he could be one of the first reinforcements if help is needed. Still lacking a wipeout secondary pitch, he continues to best profile as a midrotation starter, but his fastball is dominant enough to allow the D-backs to hope he is even more.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	10


	5


	5.43


	26







	2022


	24


	Arizona (NL)


	MLB


	1


	1


	1.47


	3







	Major League Totals


	1


	1


	1.47


	3







	Minor League Totals


	17


	10


	4.28


	58












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	26


	136


	142


	25


	47







	2022


	24


	Arizona (NL)


	3


	18


	9


	2


	6







	Major League Totals


	3


	18


	9


	2


	6







	Minor League Totals


	55


	271


	244


	42


	97












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	128


	3.1


	8.5


	1.39


	.264







	2022


	24


	Arizona (NL)


	16


	2.9


	7.9


	0.82


	.145







	Major League Totals


	16


	2.9


	7.9


	0.82


	.145







	Minor League Totals


	317


	3.2


	10.5


	1.26


	.238
















7 DREY JAMESON, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 60


Curveball: 50


Slider: 70


Changeup: 50


Control: 50





Born: August 17, 1997. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 165. Drafted: Ball State, 2019 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Jeremy Kehrt.


TRACK RECORD: A multi-sport athlete in high school and initially a two-way player at Ball State, Jameson focused his attention solely on pitching during his draft-eligible sophomore year and took off. He was named the 2019 Mid-American Conference pitcher of the year, setting a conference record with 146 strikeouts in 91.2 innings. He steadily climbed Arizona’s system, reached the majors in 2022 and turned in four impressive starts.


SCOUTING REPORT: Jameson has a big fastball that averages close to 97 mph and can occasionally reach triple-digits. Hitters can square it up on occasion, prompting him to adopt a two-seamer that has turned into a weapon. It sits closer to 94 mph with late, boring action that gets both ground balls and whiffs. His slider is a swing-and-miss pitch with sharp, late life, but he can also vary the speed and shape on it depending on the desired outcome. His curveball and changeup are average at best, pitches he uses primarily early in counts. Jameson has more control than command, but both have improved, as has his willingness to attack hitters with more than just his fastball. He is undersized, but he has a lightning-quick arm and is a terrific athlete. He is one of the fastest runners in the organization.


THE FUTURE: Jameson’s performance in MLB at least temporarily put to rest questions about a move to the bullpen, but he still might need to refine his command to remain a starter. He figures to come to camp with a chance to win a rotation spot or put himself in position to claim one when a need arises.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	2


	1


	2.41


	4







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	5


	12


	6.95


	22







	2022


	24


	Arizona (NL)


	MLB


	3


	0


	1.48


	4







	Major League Totals


	3


	0


	1.48


	4







	Minor League Totals


	12


	19


	5.29


	55












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	4


	19


	13


	0


	4







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	21


	114


	139


	21


	42







	2022


	24


	Arizona (NL)


	4


	24


	20


	2


	7







	Major League Totals


	4


	24


	20


	2


	7







	Minor League Totals


	53


	255


	264


	37


	91












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	23


	1.9


	11.1


	0.91


	.197







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	109


	3.3


	8.6


	1.59


	.299







	2022


	24


	Arizona (NL)


	24


	2.6


	8.9


	1.11


	.222







	Major League Totals


	24


	2.6


	8.9


	1.11


	.222







	Minor League Totals


	289


	3.2


	10.2


	1.39


	.266
















8 BLAKE WALSTON, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 50


Curveball: 50


Slider: 55


Changeup: 60


Control: 50





Born: June 28, 2001. B-T: L-L. HT: 6-5. WT: 195. Drafted: HS—Wilmington, N.C., 2019 (1st round). Signed by: George Swain.


TRACK RECORD: A standout two-sport star at New Hanover High in Wilmington, N.C., where he was a decorated quarterback who helped lead his school to a state championship, Walston was seen as a projectable starting pitching prospect when the D-backs bought him out of a North Carolina State commitment in 2019 with a $2.45 million bonus. Though he has had some success while advancing through the system, his outlook is still based on some projectability, with the potential still there for continued development in both his body and stuff.


SCOUTING REPORT: Walston averaged 91-92 mph with his fastball last season and topped out at 95-96. As has been the case since his amateur days, his velocity fluctuated both within games and from start to start, and finding a way to harness the top-end fastball more consistently was an emphasis as he entered the offseason. He still has a lot of room to add strength to his frame, making his fastball more projectable than most Double-A pitchers’ heat. Walston made big strides with his changeup, turning it into his best secondary pitch in part thanks to pregame work he did throwing a football, which he said had a similar feel to what he wanted from his changeup. His slider was more consistent than his curveball, but while neither was a plus pitch, he does have a feel for both, giving him the potential for a legit four-pitch mix. Walston’s athleticism allows him to repeat his delivery with ease, leading to him being a consistent strike-thrower.


THE FUTURE: Evaluators more willing to project still have Walston as the best or the second-best pitching prospect in the organization. For now, his stuff fits a profile of No. 4 starter, though with his athleticism and potential to put on weight, his upside remains significant.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	1


	0


	2.55


	4







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	7


	3


	5.16


	21







	Minor League Totals


	12


	8


	4.25


	50












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	4


	18


	13


	0


	7







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	21


	106


	115


	16


	39







	Minor League Totals


	49


	231


	222


	32


	81












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	27


	3.6


	13.8


	1.13


	.200







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	110


	3.3


	9.3


	1.45


	.280







	Minor League Totals


	271


	3.2


	10.6


	1.31


	.251
















9 LANDON SIMS, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 65


Slider: 60


Changeup: 45


Control: 55





Born: January 3, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 227. Drafted: Mississippi State, 2022 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Stephen Baker.


TRACK RECORD: Sims was well-regarded out of high school in Georgia for his explosive fastball, but many projected him as a future reliever and he wound up on campus at Mississippi State. As a sophomore he put together one of the more dominant relief seasons in the country, logging a 1.44 ERA while striking out 16 per nine innings. He shined at the 2021 College World Series, allowing one run in four appearances while striking out 15 and walking one in 10 one-run innings for the national champions. Sims maintained his dominance as a starter in 2022, but he tore the ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow during his third start, requiring season-ending Tommy John surgery. Still, the D-backs saw enough to take him with the 34th overall pick and sign him for $2.3 million.


SCOUTING REPORT: Prior to his injury, Sims possessed an elite fastball in every way. He sat in the mid 90s and touched 97-98 mph, even as a starter, and his fastball had characteristics that gave it tremendous life and carry through the zone. He also had the ability to locate his heater to the parts of the zone where it is most effective. Sims had another plus pitch in his power slider with late tilt. His changeup was below-average with some fade. He has good deception, hiding the ball and tunnels his pitches well. His high-octane delivery with recoil gives him the look of a reliever. He has excellent makeup, including a terrific work ethic and good pitching acumen, suggesting he could have the intangibles to start.


THE FUTURE: Before his injury, Sims was on his way to showing his future might be in the rotation. The D-backs plan to give him every chance to start, though his rehab is likely to push beyond the start of 2023. If he is destined for the bullpen, he has the makings of a shutdown, late-inning reliever.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	Did not play—Injured
















10 AJ VUKOVICH, 3B/OF


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES


Hitting: 50


Power: 60


Speed: 50


Fielding: 40


Arm: 50





Born: July 20, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-5. WT: 230. Drafted: HS—East Troy, Wisc., 2020 (4th round). Signed by: Nate Birtwell.


TRACK RECORD: Vukovich was a two-sport star in high school and a finalist for Wisconsin’s Mr. Basketball honors. Intrigued by his athleticism, the D-backs chose him and bought him out of a Louisville baseball scholarship with a $1.25 million bonus in the fourth round of the five-round 2020 draft. In each of his two full seasons, he has started slow before finishing strong.


SCOUTING REPORT: Vukovich employs a closed stance then strides open to get back to neutral. While he has a clean swing, it can appear stiff, and his bat speed is only average. Still, he has a knack for getting the bat to the ball and possesses plus raw power. He has an extremely aggressive approach, seemingly trying to cover all parts of the zone and often making contact on pitches he can’t hit hard. Vukovich rarely walks, striking out more than five times as often. When he is locked in, he can do damage to all fields. He does not always look smooth but is an excellent athlete. While he showed improvement at third base, Vukovich’s arm action created issues with throwing accuracy, making a move to the outfield increasingly likely. In fact, he began getting reps at all three outfield positions in July. He is an average runner who runs the bases extremely well, with good instincts and a feel for stealing bases.


THE FUTURE: Vukovich’s supporters believe his history as a plus athlete from a cold-weather state means he has plenty of development to come. Not many players can thrive with such an aggressive approach, but that might matter less if he can learn to tap into his latent power more consistently.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	.274


	106


	424


	55







	2022


	20


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.295


	11


	44


	6







	Minor League Totals


	.274


	209


	836


	116












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	116


	26


	2


	15


	69







	2022


	20


	Amarillo (TL)


	13


	0


	0


	2


	9







	Minor League Totals


	229


	45


	5


	30


	140












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	18


	105


	35


	.308


	.450







	2022


	20


	Amarillo (TL)


	1


	13


	1


	.311


	.432







	Minor League Totals


	41


	223


	52


	.314


	.447
















11 BLAZE ALEXANDER, SS




BA GRADE: 50/High


Hitting: 45


Power: 55


Speed: 50


Fielding: 55


Arm: 70.





Born: June 11, 1999. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 175. Drafted: HS—Bradenton, Fla., 2018 (11th round). Signed by: Luke Wrenn.


TRACK RECORD: Alexander had a strong showing on the summer circuit, but swing-and-miss concerns arose the following spring of his draft year. As an older senior who was said to have a high asking price, he slipped to the 11th round. He had a loud pro debut but struggled to replicate that success until 2022, when he posted a .928 OPS, the second-best mark in the organization among regulars.


SCOUTING REPORT: Alexander is at his best when he is taking aim at the right-center field gap. He showed an improved approach last year, swinging less often at pitchers’ pitches, and wound up making loads of loud contact. His profile still has significant risk. Though his data suggest he hits offspeeds well, questions remain as to whether that will translate to the majors. More alarmingly, his in-zone swing-and-miss rate of 29.7% ranked fourth-worst in the system. He is a flashy defender with smooth, easy actions. He still boots routine balls, but he showed more consistency last year and erased concerns about his ability to play at least an average shortstop. His plus-plus arm is his loudest tool.


THE FUTURE: Having shown he can handle short, Alexander’s floor has been raised, but his ceiling depends on his bat. If he can tap into his power often enough, he could be a Chris Taylor-type hitter with multi-positional versatility.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	23


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	R


	.250


	3


	8


	1







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.306


	88


	317


	48







	2022


	23


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.259


	7


	27


	8







	Minor League Totals


	.273


	342


	1244


	225












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	23


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	2


	0


	0


	1


	1







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	97


	17


	3


	17


	54







	2022


	23


	Reno (PCL)


	7


	1


	0


	2


	4







	Minor League Totals


	339


	65


	15


	42


	186












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	23


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	1


	2


	0


	.333


	.625







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	33


	92


	10


	.388


	.539







	2022


	23


	Reno (PCL)


	4


	8


	0


	.412


	.519







	Minor League Totals


	155


	369


	51


	.364


	.450
















12 IVAN MELENDEZ, 1B




BA GRADE: 50/High


Hitting: 55


Power: 60


Speed: 40


Fielding: 50


Arm: 50





Born: Jan. 24, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 225. Drafted: Texas, 2022 (2nd round). Signed by: J.R. Salinas.


TRACK RECORD: Melendez played two seasons at Odessa (Texas) JC before transferring to Texas, where he immediately became one of the better hitters in the Big 12. A DH-only his first year there, he went to the Marlins in the 16th round in 2021 but did not sign. He returned to Texas and not only played a solid first base but also improved as a hitter. He had a monster year, capturing the Golden Spikes Award and slugging 32 home runs, the most since the NCAA adopted bat restrictions in 2011.


SCOUTING REPORT: Melendez uses his lower half well to generate and transfer energy before uncorking his powerful swing. His all-fields power is his calling card, but he also demonstrates a feel to hit. He cut down on his strikeouts last year, in part thanks to a quicker swing that made it easier to shore up his approach and chase less. He also improved his walk rate. Those strides helped convince the D-backs they were taking a hitter on the rise despite him having played all last year at age 22. He is a below-average runner but his feet work well on defense and he has a chance to be an average first baseman. He also played a passable third base in his pro debut, which proved a pleasant surprise to club officials. He has an average arm.


THE FUTURE: Melendez’s batted-ball data suggest his debut was better than his subpar numbers would make it seem, but he is going to need to hit a ton—and quickly, given his age—for his prospect value to remain intact.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	22


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	R


	.000


	1


	1


	1







	2022


	22


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	.222


	3


	9


	1







	2022


	22


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	.207


	25


	87


	11







	Minor League Totals


	.206


	29


	97


	13












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	22


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	2022


	22


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	2


	0


	0


	0


	0







	2022


	22


	Visalia (CAL)


	18


	3


	1


	3


	8







	Minor League Totals


	20


	3


	1


	3


	8












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	22


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	2


	0


	0


	.750


	.000







	2022


	22


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	1


	5


	0


	.300


	.222







	2022


	22


	Visalia (CAL)


	10


	20


	0


	.349


	.368







	Minor League Totals


	13


	25


	0


	.358


	.351
















13 SLADE CECCONI, RHP




BA GRADE: 50/High


Fastball: 55


Curveball: 45


Slider: 60


Changeup: 40


Control: 55





Born: June 24, 1999. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 224. Drafted: Miami, 2020 (1st round supplemental). Signed by: Eric Cruz.


TRACK RECORD: Cecconi shined on the summer circuit before his senior year, but a triceps injury limited his time on the mound the following spring. He wound up landing at Miami, where he pitched parts of two seasons before the D-backs took him at 34th overall. He impressed observers that year at the team’s alternate site and in instructional league, showcasing elite stuff in short stints. He was nagged by injuries and never found his best stuff in 2021, but he showed flashes of dominance in a solid 2022 season.


SCOUTING REPORT: Cecconi averaged 93.7 mph with his fastball last year, allowing hard contact and struggling to miss bats. He can sit around 95-96 mph with carry through the zone early in starts but it tapers off in the middle innings. His slider is his best secondary offering. It’s a sharp, late-breaking weapon when he throws it in the 84-87 mph range. He got good results with his 70-75 mph curveball, though it is unclear if it will play as effectively in the majors. His changeup improved but remains inconsistent. He threw strikes and logged innings. Coaches believe Cecconi can hold his top-end stuff longer by maintaining better direction down the mound, and that while his work habits improved he can dig deeper to take it to another level.


THE FUTURE: If he can learn to maintain his stuff, Cecconi has all the ingredients to be a midrotation starter. If not, his fastball-slider combo should work well in short bursts in relief.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	7


	6


	4.37


	26







	Minor League Totals


	11


	8


	4.29


	38












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	25


	130


	139


	22


	32







	Minor League Totals


	37


	189


	192


	27


	52












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	23


	Amarillo (TL)


	127


	2.2


	8.8


	1.32


	.266







	Minor League Totals


	190


	2.5


	9.1


	1.29


	.258
















14 WILDERD PATIÑO, OF




BA GRADE: 50/Very High


Hitting: 50


Power: 55


Speed: 65


Fielding: 55


Arm: 45





Born: July 18, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 195. Signed: Venezuela, 2017. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Kristians Pereira.


TRACK RECORD: Patiño’s $1.3 million agreement with the Rangers was nixed when he hurt his elbow prior to the July 2 signing period in 2017, opening the door for the D-backs to swoop in and sign him for $985,000. Patiño had flashed his tooled-up game for stretches in the past while climbing through the system, but last year he put together his most consistent season yet, hitting a combined .290 with 67 steals, tied for the sixth-most in the minors.


SCOUTING REPORT: Patiño has the kind of tools and physique that give him the potential to be an impact player. He has terrific bat speed and the ability to make hard contact to all fields, and his easy plus speed allows him to leg out extra bases. He remains a high-risk prospect because of his propensity to chase and swing and miss, particularly when it comes to spin, though he showed improvement in both categories last year. He also more than doubled his walk rate. He has steadily improved defensively to the point he is now viewed as a future center fielder. He gets high marks for his aptitude and makeup and is considered one of the best athletes in the system.


THE FUTURE: Patiño still seems to be coming into an approach and figuring out who he is at the plate, but if it all comes together he could have a profile—speedy center fielder with double-digit home run potential—similar to a young Starling Marte.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	20


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	.290


	75


	293


	54







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	.288


	19


	73


	14







	Minor League Totals


	.277


	206


	765


	126












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	20


	Visalia (CAL)


	85


	16


	2


	8


	42







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	21


	5


	0


	1


	11







	Minor League Totals


	212


	35


	9


	12


	96












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	20


	Visalia (CAL)


	23


	84


	54


	.370


	.440







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	4


	25


	13


	.342


	.397







	Minor League Totals


	61


	237


	93


	.357


	.393
















15 JORGE BARROSA, OF




BA GRADE: 40/Medium


Hitting: 55


Power: 40


Speed: 60


Fielding: 65


Arm: 45





Born: Feb. 17, 2001. B-T: B-L. HT: 5-9. WT: 165. Signed: Venezuela, 2017. Signed by: Alfonso Mora/Cesar Geronimo.


TRACK RECORD: Despite being undersized, Barrosa was well-liked as an amateur for his ability to consistently hit while showing an advanced approach, including in looks against older competition. The D-backs signed him for $415,000, and Barrosa has steadily climbed through the system, playing good defense at every stop and showing incremental improvements offensively. He turned in his best season last year, earning a spot on the D-backs’ 40-man roster.


SCOUTING REPORT: Barrosa is a switch-hitter with a controlled swing from both sides, but he shows more natural strength through the zone from the right side. He improved last year at limiting his chase, drawing more walks and cutting down his swing-and-miss. His home run power could be limited, but he is a steady hitter with good bat-to-ball skills and is a plus runner, all of which could enable him to rack up doubles and triples. Still, his physical projection is limited and his overall offensive impact remains a question. He is a plus defensive outfielder who gets terrific reads and jumps, seemingly moving in the right direction before the ball is hit.


THE FUTURE: Though the D-backs are loaded with outfielders, Barrosa distinguishes himself as a switch-hitter. Given that he played all of last season at 21, he could still have room to develop. He figures to open next season at Triple-A Reno.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	.300


	10


	40


	5







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.276


	110


	434


	85







	Minor League Totals


	.276


	341


	1351


	250












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	12


	3


	0


	1


	6







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	120


	30


	2


	12


	51







	Minor League Totals


	373


	79


	13


	24


	143












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	2


	5


	4


	.349


	.450







	2022


	21


	Amarillo (TL)


	65


	80


	22


	.374


	.438







	Minor League Totals


	146


	241


	102


	.361


	.407
















16 DOMINIC FLETCHER, OF




BA GRADE: 40/Medium


Hitting: 50


Power: 45


Speed: 50


Fielding: 65


Arm: 45





Born: Sept. 2, 1997. B-T: L-L. HT: 5-9. WT: 185. Drafted: Arkansas, 2019 (2nd round supplemental). Signed by: Nate Birtwell.


TRACK RECORD: The younger brother of Angels infielder David Fletcher, Dominic was a well-regarded recruit when he landed at Arkansas. During his three years there, he made a habit of turning in highlight-reel catches and was a reliable offensive performer, connecting for at least 10 home runs each season. The D-backs took him with the 75th overall pick in 2019. After spending 2020 at the alternate site, Fletcher turned in a so-so 2021 season at Double-A before rebounding with an impressive 2022 that finished at Triple-A Reno.


SCOUTING REPORT: Fletcher has a line-drive swing with average bat speed. He has surprising power for his size and is capable of generating loud exit velocities, but he is at his best when he is driving balls to the gaps. He toned down his aggressiveness after a disappointing 2021 season, and last year he walked more, struck out less and hit more balls hard. He is at least a plus defensive outfielder, with some believing he might be as good as Gold Glove finalists Alek Thomas and Daulton Varsho. Fletcher has average speed but makes up for it with excellent routes and reads.


THE FUTURE: With so many other lefthanded-hitting outfielders ahead of him, Fletcher is in a tough spot. It might take a trade—either of him or someone in front of him—to open up a big league opportunity. As it stands, Fletcher looks likely to return to Triple-A Reno to wait for his chance.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.346


	32


	127


	28







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.301


	101


	396


	70







	Minor League Totals


	.296


	290


	1139


	191












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	44


	6


	2


	7


	34







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	119


	29


	8


	5


	38







	Minor League Totals


	337


	67


	16


	32


	156












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	13


	25


	4


	.408


	.591







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	42


	88


	5


	.368


	.452







	Minor League Totals


	102


	272


	13


	.358


	.467
















17 RUBEN SANTANA, 3B




BA GRADE: 50/Extreme


Hitting: 50


Power: 60


Speed: 60


Fielding: 55


Arm: 60





Born: Feb. 16, 2005. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 190. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2022. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Pedro Meyer.


TRACK RECORD: The D-backs had already been tracking Santana when the pandemic hit, and when they saw him again after scouting restrictions had been lifted they were taken aback by how much he had improved. Intrigued by his tools and advanced offensive approach, they wound up signing him to a $750,000 deal. Santana put together an impressive debut in the Dominican Summer League, showing flashes of the powerful offensive profile on which the D-backs are betting.


SCOUTING REPORT: Santana gets good extension on his quick, aggressive swing, generating hard contact to all fields. He goes to the plate looking to do damage but shows good plate discipline relative to his age and experience level. His power projects to be at least plus. He recognizes and has shown an ability to hit breaking balls. He has some swing and miss concerns, but his ability to make adjustments helped him limit his strikeouts. He has plus speed, a surprise given his muscular build. He has good hands and footwork and a plus arm, giving him a chance to be at least an average defender at third.


THE FUTURE: Though he has yet to play outside the DSL, Santana has D-backs officials excited in the same way Deyvison De Los Santos did a few years ago. Santana will make his stateside debut in 2023 and will try to show he is the organization’s next big power-hitting infield prospect.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	17


	D-backs Red (DSL)


	R


	.316


	43


	133


	35







	Minor League Totals


	.316


	43


	133


	35












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	17


	D-backs Red (DSL)


	42


	5


	4


	1


	17







	Minor League Totals


	42


	5


	4


	1


	17












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	17


	D-backs Red (DSL)


	25


	33


	15


	.436


	.436







	Minor League Totals


	25


	33


	15


	.436


	.436
















18 YU-MIN LIN, LHP




BA GRADE: 50/Exteme


Fastball: 50


Curveball: 50


Slider: 60


Changeup: 60


Control: 60





Born: July 12, 2003. B-T: L-L. HT: 5-11. WT: 160. Signed: Taiwan, 2021. Signed by: Tzu-Yao Wei/Peter Wardell.


TRACK RECORD: Lin was an accomplished amateur on the international stage whom the D-backs had been following for years, but his performance for Chinese Taipei in a tournament in the fall of 2021 pushed the organization over the top to sign him. Pitching at 18, he carved through a Venezuelan lineup filled with pros three or four years his senior. He received a $525,000 bonus, then had a dominant pro debut, leading the organization (minimum 50 innings) with a 40% strikeout rate.


SCOUTING REPORT: Lin’s fastball sits 89-91 mph with good carry, touching 92-93. He confounds hitters with his array of offerings and his pitching acumen. He generates elite spin with his curveball and slider; at their best, the former is a downer with bite and the latter is a harder, slashing option. The slider might have the most upside, but his best current pitch is his changeup, which drops off the table with armside run. He also has tinkered with a two-seamer, a cutter and a variation of his changeup that behaves like a screwball. He is athletic and repeats his delivery well, allowing him to project for plus control. Lin could still add weight to his slender frame, which could help him eke out another couple of ticks of velocity.


THE FUTURE: Though not overpowering, Lin has some starter characteristics. The D-backs took things slowly with him in 2022, but they figure to let his performance dictate his progression in 2023. The highly competitive lefthander should begin the season at High-A.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	18


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	0


	2


	2.35


	7







	2022


	18


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	2


	0


	2.97


	7







	Minor League Totals


	2


	2


	2.72


	14












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	18


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	7


	23


	9


	0


	6







	2022


	18


	Visalia (CAL)


	7


	33


	31


	2


	16







	Minor League Totals


	14


	56


	40


	2


	22












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	18


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	41


	2.3


	16.0


	0.65


	.118







	2022


	18


	Visalia (CAL)


	50


	4.3


	13.5


	1.41


	.254







	Minor League Totals


	91


	3.5


	14.5


	1.10


	.202
















19 DYLAN RAY, RHP




BA GRADE: 50/Extreme


Fastball: 55


Curveball: 50


Slider: 60


Changeup: 45


Control: 50





Born: May 9, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 230. Drafted: Alabama, 2022 (4th round). Signed by: Stephen Baker.


TRACK RECORD: Ray is a big-bodied righthander whose amateur career was derailed by a pair of significant surgeries, but he showed glimpses of his upside last summer, prompting the D-backs to take a chance on him. Ray tore his ACL in a football injury his junior year of high school, then needed Tommy John surgery shortly after arriving at Alabama. He logged just 31 innings in 2022, all of it in relief, for the Crimson Tide, then pitched another 11 innings in the Cape Cod League, where the draft-eligible redshirt freshman’s performance ultimately won over D-backs scouts.


SCOUTING REPORT: Ray was up to 96 mph with his fastball on the Cape, complementing that with a power slider that has a chance to be plus and a curveball that projects to be average. He is working on incorporating a changeup. His stuff was up across the board on the Cape, and his ability to throw three pitches for strikes helped convince the D-backs he had the potential to start. Ray’s injuries appeared to take a toll on his athleticism, but the D-backs saw glimpses of it returning and hope he will look even better the further he gets from his surgeries. He has relatively low mileage on his arm, which could translate into more potential for development.


THE FUTURE: Ray worked strictly in relief at Alabama, but the D-backs plan to give him a chance to start. With a loose arm, functional delivery and prototypical pitcher’s frame, they see a potential innings-eater if it all comes together.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	2







	2022


	21


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	0


	3


	7.71


	6







	Minor League Totals


	0


	3


	6.59


	8












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	2


	2


	0


	0


	1







	2022


	21


	Visalia (CAL)


	6


	12


	16


	5


	3







	Minor League Totals


	8


	14


	16


	5


	4












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	3


	4.5


	13.5


	0.50


	.000







	2022


	21


	Visalia (CAL)


	14


	2.3


	10.8


	1.63


	.314







	Minor League Totals


	17


	2.6


	11.2


	1.46


	.281
















20 CRISTOFER TORIN, SS




BA GRADE: 50/Extreme


Hitting: 55


Power: 40


Speed: 50


Fielding: 60


Arm: 60





Born: May 26, 2005. B-T: R-R. HT: 5-10. WT: 175. Signed: Venezuela, 2022. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Didimo Bracho.


TRACK RECORD: The D-backs were drawn to Torin’s advanced defensive profile when they signed him for $240,000 in January 2022 but were unsure what sort of hitter they would be getting. Questions remain about his long-term offensive impact, but Torin surprised his new organization with his knack for finding the barrel. He was one of the organization’s better performers in the DSL, hitting .333 with gap power and nearly twice as many walks (37) as strikeouts (20).


SCOUTING REPORT: Torin’s bat speed is just average, but he sees the ball well and is seemingly on every pitch. He has advanced hand-eye coordination evidenced by his 10% overall whiff rate and 5% in-zone whiff rate. His swing decisions are good; he chases only 20% of the time. He does not safely project for even average power, but with his age and contact skills, more strength and pop could come in time. He is a flashy defender with soft hands, a plus arm and good instincts, with relatively few questions about his ability to stick at shortstop. He carries himself in the field with the flair of Javier Baez, his favorite player.


THE FUTURE: The D-backs are impressed with how polished Torin’s game is for his age and club officials wouldn’t be surprised to see him reach multiple levels next season. They envision him becoming a middle-of-the-diamond leader on defense and the kind of hitter a team wants at the plate in big situations.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	17


	D-backs Black (DSL)


	R


	.333


	50


	159


	45







	Minor League Totals


	.333


	50


	159


	45












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	17


	D-backs Black (DSL)


	53


	12


	2


	0


	26







	Minor League Totals


	53


	12


	2


	0


	26












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	17


	D-backs Black (DSL)


	37


	20


	21


	.465


	.434







	Minor League Totals


	37


	20


	21


	.465


	.434
















21 MANUEL PEÑA, 2B




BA GRADE: 45/High


Hitting: 50


Power: 45


Speed: 45


Fielding: 50


Arm: 55





Born: December 5, 2003. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 170. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2021. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Omar Rogers/Ronald Rivas.


TRACK RECORD: The D-backs made Peña the highest-paid player ($1.2 million) in their international class in 2021 because they liked his loose, easy swing, his disciplined approach and his likelihood of sticking on the infield. He has held his own through two seasons, including reaching full-season ball at 18, opening eyes with his offensive potential and standout work ethic.


SCOUTING REPORT: Peña has a controlled but aggressive swing with plus bat speed and the ability to spray line drives to all fields. He has good hands and feel to hit. He has gap power now but should grow into more as he matures. He has no trouble timing up fastballs. He can get overly aggressive and pull happy. Still, he has the makings of a good approach thanks to his ability to recognize balls from strikes. He is a fringy runner and his lack of speed and quickness make him a better fit at second than short. He has the pregame routine of a big leaguer and impresses coaches with his diligence. Peña profiles as an average defender at second with an above-average arm.


THE FUTURE: The D-backs hope to see Peña add more strength to his frame, further refine his approach and show continued improvement as a hitter. They foresee a regular or semi-regular infielder with offensive impact. He will be 19 in 2023 and figures to open the season at Low-A Visalia.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	18


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	.284


	32


	116


	25







	2022


	18


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	.248


	36


	137


	17







	Minor League Totals


	.260


	125


	447


	72












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	18


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	33


	3


	3


	4


	28







	2022


	18


	Visalia (CAL)


	34


	7


	1


	0


	17







	Minor League Totals


	116


	15


	6


	8


	75












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	18


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	10


	30


	4


	.336


	.466







	2022


	18


	Visalia (CAL)


	20


	41


	1


	.344


	.314







	Minor League Totals


	56


	117


	22


	.341


	.374
















22 JUSTIN MARTINEZ, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/High


Fastball: 65


Slider: 55


Changeup: 65


Control: 50





Born: July 30, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 195. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2018. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Jose Ortiz.


TRACK RECORD: Martinez had recently converted from outfielder to pitcher when the D-backs signed him for $50,000 in March 2018. Athletic with a strong arm, he quickly showed all the makings of a raw but intriguing, high-end pitching prospect, but his career hit a roadblock when he needed Tommy John surgery in 2021. He returned last year and raced through four levels as a reliever, finishing his season with an impressive Arizona Fall League showing.


SCOUTING REPORT: Martinez sits in the mid-to-upper 90s with his fastball, occasionally touching triple-digits. He has average rise and carry through the zone. His slider is sweepy and sharp and flashes plus, but his best weapon is his split-change, an 85-89 mph dive-bombing pitch that elicits loads of swings and misses. Martinez came back from surgery throwing better strikes and pitching with more confidence. He is still an inconsistent strike-thrower, but his clean, repeatable delivery allows projection for average future control.


THE FUTURE: Martinez had been seen as a possible starter, but his injury led to the shift to relief—and possibly to a fast-tracking of his big league arrival. His impressive year prompted the D-backs to add him to their 40-man roster in November, and he will come to major league camp looking to make an impression in hopes of debuting sometime in 2023.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	20


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	R


	0


	1


	18.00


	1







	2022


	20


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	1


	2


	2.67


	13







	2022


	20


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	1


	0


	4.15


	2







	2022


	20


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	3.86


	3







	Minor League Totals


	5


	14


	4.81


	60












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	20


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	0


	1


	2


	1


	0







	2022


	20


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	0


	1


	0


	0


	1







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	27


	21


	1


	14







	2022


	20


	Amarillo (TL)


	0


	4


	6


	0


	2







	2022


	20


	Reno (PCL)


	0


	5


	3


	0


	5







	Minor League Totals


	29


	161


	150


	6


	112












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	20


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	1


	0.0


	9.0


	2.00


	.400







	2022


	20


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	1


	9.0


	9.0


	1.00


	.000







	2022


	20


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	44


	4.7


	14.7


	1.30


	.216







	2022


	20


	Amarillo (TL)


	8


	4.2


	16.6


	1.85


	.316







	2022


	20


	Reno (PCL)


	8


	9.6


	15.4


	1.71


	.167







	Minor League Totals


	194


	6.3


	10.8


	1.63


	.243
















23 CARLOS VARGAS, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/High


Fastball: 60


Slider: 70


Control: 45





Born: October 13, 1999. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 210. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2016. Signed by: Rafael Espinal (Guardians).


TRACK RECORD: Vargas was Cleveland’s highest-dollar international signee when he received $275,000 in 2016. The organization bet on his projectable frame and quick arm, and within two years, his fastball had climbed from the low 90s to touching 100 mph. He was added to the 40-man roster in the fall of 2020, then blew out his arm in the spring of 2021, ultimately having Tommy John surgery. He got back on the mound last year and performed well in a relief role, then was shipped to the D-backs for pitcher Ross Carver in November.


SCOUTING REPORT: Vargas sits 98 mph with his fastball, routinely reaching triple-digits. Because his four-seamer does not get good ride consistently, the Guardians introduced a sinker, eliciting better results. His slider is a legitimate weapon. He can throw it for strikes early in the count or bury it as a putaway pitch. It averages 90-91 mph and Vargas can occasionally dial it up into the 93-94 mph range. Vargas walked too many batters but it is possible that was due to his long layoff from competition. He is comfortable working down in the zone but needs to learn to better command up in the zone.


THE FUTURE: Vargas joins an organization starved for power bullpen arms, putting him in position to claim a job with a strong spring. If he sharpens his command and control, his stuff could play in a high-leverage role.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	22


	Akron (EL)


	AA


	3


	3


	4.81


	19







	2022


	22


	Columbus (IL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	0.90


	8







	Minor League Totals


	11


	9


	4.18


	52












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	22


	Akron (EL)


	0


	24


	25


	1


	12







	2022


	22


	Columbus (IL)


	0


	10


	8


	1


	5







	Minor League Totals


	24


	146


	139


	8


	65












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	22


	Akron (EL)


	21


	4.4


	7.8


	1.52


	.269







	2022


	22


	Columbus (IL)


	16


	4.5


	14.4


	1.30


	.222







	Minor League Totals


	149


	4.0


	9.2


	1.39


	.253
















24 DOMINIC CANZONE, OF




BA GRADE: 40/Medium


Hitting: 50


Power: 60


Speed: 40


Fielding: 45


Arm: 40





Born: August 16, 1997. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 190. Drafted: Ohio State, 2019 (8th round). Signed by: Jeremy Kehrt.


TRACK RECORD: Canzone reached base in 59 consecutive games in his junior year at Ohio State, hitting .345 with 16 homers and leading the Big Ten in hits, total bases and slugging. His limited profile likely caused him to slip to the eighth round, but he has done little but make consistent hard contact since getting into the D-backs’ system.


SCOUTING REPORT: Canzone’s swing has never done much for scouts, who describe a rigid, sometimes stiff-looking cut that can be in and out of the zone quickly. But he produces good bat speed and has a knack for finding the barrel. He ranks near the top of the organization in percentage of balls hit 95 mph or harder (40.2) and average exit velocity (89.5 mph), doing so while carrying decent walk (8.5%) and strikeout (19.5%) rates. He puts together consistently tough at-bats. All of which is good because his bat will need to be his carrying tool; he grades as fringe-average or below with his defense, arm and speed.


THE FUTURE: Canzone’s bat might be good enough to carve out a role, perhaps as a Corey Dickerson type. His path to Arizona is complicated by the Diamondbacks’ logjam of outfielders, especially considering Canzone’s defensive limitations, plus the fact he was left off the 40-man in the winter.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	24


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	R


	.250


	3


	8


	2







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	.400


	15


	55


	18







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	AAA


	.284


	88


	331


	61







	Minor League Totals


	.297


	231


	880


	160












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	24


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	2


	0


	1


	0


	1







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	22


	7


	0


	6


	20







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	94


	18


	1


	16


	68







	Minor League Totals


	261


	60


	8


	44


	179












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	24


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	1


	3


	0


	.333


	.500







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	8


	6


	1


	.476


	.855







	2022


	24


	Reno (PCL)


	28


	74


	14


	.349


	.489







	Minor League Totals


	78


	183


	39


	.360


	.533
















25 ANDREW PINTAR, 2B/CF




BA GRADE: 50/Extreme


Hitting: 55


Power: 50


Speed: 60


Fielding: 50


Arm: 45





Born: March 23, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 190. Drafted: Brigham Young, 2022 (5th round). Signed by: Mark Ross.


TRACK RECORD: Pintar was an undersized walk-on when he arrived at BYU from nearby Spanish Fork (Utah) High, but he became the first player under then-coach Mike Littlewood’s tenure to subsequently earn a scholarship. A blue-collar type whose work ethic was forged on the family farm, Pintar gained size and strength and by the end of his redshirt freshman year had turned into one of the better offensive players in the West Coast Conference. His college career was derailed by a capsule injury in his right shoulder that needed multiple surgeries, leading him to fall in the draft.


SCOUTING REPORT: Pintar has a line-drive swing and the ability to make consistent, hard contact. He has a disciplined approach, rarely swings and misses and uses the whole field well. He could have latent plus power if he can learn to hit the ball in the air more often. He is a terrific athlete with plus speed. Defensively, he has the hands and footwork to play shortstop, but how his arm bounces back from the surgeries will determine his position, with second base and center field as the most likely possibilities.


THE FUTURE: Before his injury, the D-backs saw in Pintar a player in the mold of A.J. Pollock. They were willing to roll the dice on his upside, though time will tell how he looks once he is back on the field.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	21


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	21


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	21


	Did not play—Injured
















26 YILBER DIAZ, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/Very High


Fastball: 70


Curveball: 50


Slider: 55


Changeup: 50


Control: 45





Born: August 19, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 190. Signed: Venezuela, 2021. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Ronald Salazar.


TRACK RECORD: Unsigned at 16, Diaz quit baseball for a year or so before giving it one last try. The D-backs saw him hit 92 mph and brought him to the Dominican Republic in early 2020 to work out. The pandemic hit, stranding him there, but he had access to the team’s facility, allowing him to eat well and train regularly. Within months, he was up to 95 mph and the D-backs signed the then-20-year-old for $10,000. He enjoyed a breakout 2022 season, reaching High-A and seeing his velocity approach triple-digits.


SCOUTING REPORT: At his best, Diaz has a fastball that can sit at 96 and touch 99 mph. The pitch has good carry and he uses it well at the top of the zone. His curveball is his most trusted secondary pitch, but it can get loopy at 76-78 mph. He began throwing a slider last season and it flashed plus with tight, lateral action. It could become his best weapon after his fastball. He also has a changeup that he throws with good arm speed and conviction. It projects to be an average pitch. Diaz has below-average control that could get to fringe-average in time.


THE FUTURE: Diaz has some characteristics that could allow him to develop into a starter, but the club’s newfound depth in that area—and Diaz’s subpar command—could push him into a relief role sooner than later.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	Visalia (CAL)


	LoA


	4


	2


	3.56


	11







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	0


	1


	4.85


	8







	Minor League Totals


	6


	6


	4.33


	38












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	Visalia (CAL)


	9


	48


	34


	4


	21







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	8


	30


	22


	1


	17







	Minor League Totals


	18


	104


	80


	6


	56












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	Visalia (CAL)


	70


	3.9


	13.1


	1.15


	.199







	2022


	21


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	29


	5.2


	8.8


	1.31


	.204







	Minor League Totals


	116


	4.8


	10.0


	1.31


	.216
















27 NATE SAVINO, LHP




BA GRADE: 45/Very High


Fastball: 50


Slider: 50


Changeup: 50


Control: 55





Born: January 24, 2002. B-T: L-L. HT: 6-3. WT: 210. Drafted: Virginia, 2022 (3rd round). Signed by: Rick Matsko.


TRACK RECORD: Seen as a possible first-round pick entering his senior year of high school, Savino instead enrolled early at Virginia, where he performed well but did not develop the way many scouts hoped. He did show signs of progress in 2022, particularly with a late-season uptick in stuff, displaying better velocity on both his fastball and slider.


SCOUTING REPORT: At his best, Savino can sit around 93-94 mph with his fastball. He gets good sink and armside run with the pitch and is at his best when working at the bottom of the zone. As a result, he is more about inducing ground balls than hunting swings and misses. He can get whiffs with his slider, which shows depth and lateral movement and ranges between 80-86 mph. His changeup, perhaps his best secondary pitch in high school, projects to be average despite being used sparingly last year. He is a consistent strike-thrower whose command flashes plus. He throws from a low three-quarters arm slot and from a delivery that looked looser and more athletic last season.


THE FUTURE: Savino has all the ingredients to have a future as a back-of-the-rotation starter. If he can maintain the bump in stuff he displayed last season and find it more consistently, perhaps he could be more. If not, he could project as an effective reliever.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	20


	Did not play












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	20


	Did not play












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	20


	Did not play
















28 BRYCE JARVIS, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/Very High


Fastball: 45


Curveball: 50


Slider: 60


Changeup: 60


Control: 50





Born: December 26, 1997. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 195. Drafted: Duke, 2020 (1st round). Signed by: George Swain.


TRACK RECORD: Jarvis opted against pitching in the Cape Cod League after his sophomore season at Duke and instead spent the summer adding strength and refining his stuff. The work paid off. He enjoyed a dominant four-start run in the pandemic-shortened 2020 season, and the D-backs made him the highest-selected (18th overall) player in Duke history. Jarvis’ stuff hasn’t played as well in pro ball, and he entered this past offseason open to making a variety of possible changes.


SCOUTING REPORT: Jarvis averages close to 95 mph with his four-seam fastball, but because he gets just 5.2 feet of extension and lacks deception, hitters tee off on it. The D-backs are hoping changes to Jarvis’ mechanics can get his fastball to play better, and there has been thought of committing more to a two-seamer. The good news is he has two plus pitches in his changeup and slider and a curveball that flashes plus. Those pitches are good for inducing chases, but he struggles to throw them in the zone. Moreover, there’s some concern that he telegraphs his secondary stuff, prompting hitters to wait out fastballs.


THE FUTURE: Jarvis still has the ingredients to start, but if he can’t get his mechanics in order and salvage his fastball, his future might be in relief, where he can lean heavily on his secondary stuff.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	AA


	3


	6


	8.27


	25







	Minor League Totals


	5


	10


	6.68


	41












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	25


	107


	141


	27


	60







	Minor League Totals


	41


	182


	204


	39


	90












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Amarillo (TL)


	110


	5.1


	9.3


	1.88


	.325







	Minor League Totals


	199


	4.5


	9.8


	1.62


	.286
















29 CONOR GRAMMES, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Fastball: 70


Curveball: 60


Slider: 60


Control: 45





Born: July 13, 1997. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 205. Drafted: Xavier, 2019 (5th round). Signed by: Jeremy Kehrt.


TRACK RECORD: Grammes was a two-way player at Xavier with a spotty track record of strike-throwing, but the D-backs rolled the dice on his athleticism, betting on the possibility of significant improvement given his limited experience on the mound. He arrived at instructional league in the fall of 2020 looking like he had turned a corner. Unfortunately, he needed Tommy John surgery the following year. All told, he has thrown just 60 innings in three professional seasons—eight fewer than he logged his junior year at Xavier.


SCOUTING REPORT: Grammes returned from surgery and still had the same explosive stuff as before, starting with a fastball that averages 97.5 mph and touches 100 with life through the zone. He also has a pair of plus breaking balls—a sharp-breaking slider that can touch the upper 80s and a hammer curveball in the low-to-mid 80s. Unfortunately, his mechanics were out of whack after the long layoff, and he ended the year needing to clean up his direction and the length of his arm action.


THE FUTURE: Few, if any, pitchers in the D-backs system have stuff on par with Grammes, and if he can smooth out his mechanics he could move fast as a power-armed reliever. He will need to find a level of consistency he has yet to show as a professional.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	1







	2022


	24


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	R


	0


	1


	40.50


	1







	2022


	24


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	HiA


	1


	1


	8.50


	12







	Minor League Totals


	1


	5


	7.16


	31












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	0


	1


	1


	0


	0







	2022


	24


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	0


	1


	4


	1


	1







	2022


	24


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	0


	18


	14


	2


	13







	Minor League Totals


	13


	60


	65


	8


	34












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	D-backs Black (ACL)


	3


	0.0


	27.0


	1.00


	.250







	2022


	24


	D-backs Red (ACL)


	1


	13.5


	13.5


	7.50


	.667







	2022


	24


	Hillsboro (NWL)


	33


	6.5


	16.5


	1.50


	.209







	Minor League Totals


	89


	5.1


	13.3


	1.64


	.272
















30 KRISTIAN ROBINSON, OF




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Hitting: 50


Power: 60


Speed: 60


Fielding: 55


Arm: 50





Born: December 11, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 215. Signed: Bahamas, 2017. Signed by: Cesar Geronimo/Craig Shipley.


TRACK RECORD: The D-backs were so enamored by Robinson’s athleticism and potential upside—particularly after seeing him play well against older and more experienced competition—they signed him at age 16 for $2.5 million, the fourth-highest bonus of his signing class. He quickly delivered on that upside and performed well in the lower minors as a teenager. However, he has been stuck in limbo after a confrontation with a law enforcement officer in April 2020. A felony assault charge has left him unable to secure a proper work visa and he has not played in an official game since 2019.


SCOUTING REPORT: Robinson was once seen as a potential multi-tool prospect with massive upside, though it is unclear how much that has changed after missing three seasons. He generated loud contact with a simple, compact swing, doing so with a sound approach and limited chase. He was seen as a possible center fielder given his plus speed and instincts but would likely need to move to a corner as his body matures.


THE FUTURE: Robinson has been on the restricted list since November 2021 but has been limited to informal game action and at-bats due to his visa status. Once that is cleared up, he should be able to resume his career. He may still have one of the highest ceilings of anyone in the system.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	21


	Did not play












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	21


	Did not play












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	21


	Did not play
















Atlanta Braves


[image: Image]


BY CARLOS COLLAZO


While the Braves lost to the Phillies in the National League Division Series and failed to defend their 2021 World Series championship, the organization won 101 games and secured a fifth consecutive National League East division title.



[image: Image]

ERIC ESPADA/GETTY IMAGES


Michael Harris II required just 43 games above Class A before he was big league ready.





On June 1, the Braves were 10.5 games behind the Mets for the division lead, but from that day forward went 78-34 (.696), including a pivotal three-game series sweep against the Mets in the penultimate series of the regular season.


While Atlanta failed to become the first team since the 1998-2000 Yankees to win consecutive World Series, general manager Alex Anthopoulos has turned the Braves into one of the model franchises in the game.


In all areas, the Braves have proven to be a well-run organization: from savvy scouting and development, to aggressive trading, to extending a competitive window by extending the contracts of much of the team’s young core.


Prior to the 2022 season, the Braves moved on from face of the franchise first baseman Freddie Freeman and immediately found his replacement in a trade for Matt Olson. The team shipped out top prospects Shea Langeliers and Cristian Pache as well as righthanders Ryan Cusick and Joey Estes in what has been Anthopoulos’ most aggressive trade with Atlanta.


The Braves immediately extended Olson with an eight-year, $168 million deal. Then in August, Atlanta extended third baseman Austin Riley with a 10-year, $212 million contract to lock down the team’s top power source.


It wasn’t just veterans who secured big deals with the Braves in 2022. In late August, eventual NL Rookie of the Year Michael Harris II signed an eight-year, $72 million extension. In October, flamethrowing rookie righthander Spencer Strider signed a six-year, $75 million contract.


Both Harris and Strider are the latest examples of Atlanta’s productive scouting and player development. Harris played like a Gold Glove center fielder while coming one homer shy of a 20-20 season in 114 games. Strider posted a 2.67 ERA over 131.2 innings in the rotation and bullpen.


Now the Braves are looking at a young player core of Riley, Olson, Harris, Strider, Ronald Acuña Jr. and Ozzie Albies through the 2027 season.


It’s good that the Braves have such a strong MLB core, because the farm system is as barren as it’s been in years. With both Harris and second baseman Vaughn Grissom graduating from prospect status in 2022, there are few impact hitters to be found in the minor leagues.


Strong seasons from Justyn-Henry Malloy and Cal Conley gave the organization solid depth pieces, but there are no Harris types to feel confident in—especially once Malloy was traded to the Tigers for reliever Joe Jimenez during the Winter Meetings


PROJECTED 2026 LINEUP






	Catcher


	William Contreras


	28







	First Base


	Matt Olson


	32







	Second Base


	Ozzie Albies


	29







	Third Base


	Austin Riley


	29







	Shortstop


	Vaughn Grissom


	25







	Left Field


	Jesse Franklin


	27







	Center Field


	Michael Harris II


	25







	Right Field


	Ronald Acuña Jr.


	28







	Designated Hitter


	Ignacio Alvarez


	23







	No. 1 Starter


	Max Fried


	32







	No. 2 Starter


	Kyle Wright


	30







	No. 3 Starter


	Ian Anderson


	28







	No. 4 Starter


	Spencer Strider


	27







	No. 5 Starter


	Kyle Muller


	28







	Closer


	AJ Smith-Shawver


	23








As ever, the organization is still capable of pumping out big league arms, with lefthander Kyle Muller leading the pack.


There’s upside potential and plenty of firepower in lower-level arms—most notably righthanders AJ Smith-Shawver, Owen Murphy and JR Ritchie—and a few exciting Latin American hitters, including Ignacio Alvarez and Ambioris Tavarez, but Atlanta will need to be patient with those players’ development paths. [image: ]








DEPTH CHART


ATLANTA BRAVES






	TOP 2023 MLB CONTRIBUTORS


	RANK







	Kyle Muller, LHP


	1







	Jared Shuster, LHP


	4












	BREAKOUT PROSPECTS


	RANK







	Spencer Schwellenbach, RHP


	12







	Ignacio Alvarez, 3B


	17







	Ambioris Tavarez, SS


	21










SOURCE OF TOP 30 TALENT






	Homegrown


	29


	Acquired


	1







	College


	15


	Trade


	0







	Junior college


	2


	Rule 5 draft


	1







	High school


	8


	Independent league


	0







	Nondrafted free agent


	0


	Free agent/waivers


	0







	International


	4
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1 KYLE MULLER, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES


FB: 60.


CB: 55.


SL: 60.


CHG: 40.


CTL: 45.


Projected future grades on 20-80 scouting scale





Born: Oct. 7, 1997. B-T: R-L. HT: 6-7. WT: 250. Drafted: HS—Dallas, 2016 (2nd round). Signed by: Nate Dion.


TRACK RECORD: The Braves have had plenty of success developing former two-way players, and like graduated homegrown prospects Austin Riley and Michael Harris II, Muller was a standout two-way prospect in high school. Muller showed improved velocity during his 2016 draft year and leapt up draft boards after he struck out 24 straight batters over two starts in a competitive Dallas region. The Braves eventually signed Muller for $2.5 million in the second round of the 2016 draft and watched him continue to improve his stuff—to the point where he had some of the best pure arm talent in the system. Harnessing that stuff has always held Muller back, though with Triple-A Gwinnett in 2022 he posted his lowest walk rate (7.4%) since the 2018 season and pitched well in two of his three big league starts.


SCOUTING REPORT: Muller has a four-pitch mix headlined by a fastball that sits in the 93-95 mph range and tops out around 97-98. While the pitch has ordinary life and shape, it does play up a bit thanks to his extension—a product of an extra-large, 6-foot-7, 250-pound frame. The Braves have encouraged Muller to attack the zone aggressively with his fastball, both to get ahead in counts and to make hitters swing. He did just that in the minors, throwing his fastball for strikes more than 70% of the time, which should allow him to use his secondaries more effectively to get hitters to chase. Muller throws a firm, upper-80s slider that averaged nearly 87 mph in the majors and put him among the top 25 hardest-thrown lefthanded sliders. The pitch is his go-to secondary offering, and analytically it is his best pitch overall, with impressive chase rates and a whiff rate around 40% in the minors. Muller’s slider has earned plus scouting grades, while his low-80s curveball is another quality breaking pitch with horizontal and vertical bite. His curve spin rate is in the 2,400 rpm range, though he threw the pitch in the zone less frequently than any of his offerings. Muller’s firm, upper-80s changeup is his fourth pitch and was exclusively used against righthanded hitters in his major league time. It’s a non-fastball to use against opposite-hand hitters for Muller in a starting role, though the movement and velocity separation on his changeup don’t suggest it’ll be anything more than a fourth offering.


BEST TOOLS


BATTING






	Best Hitter for Average


	Luke Waddell







	Best Power Hitter


	Drew Lugbauer







	Best Strike-Zone Discipline


	Luke Waddell







	Fastest Baserunner


	Cal Conley







	Best Athlete


	AJ Smith-Shawver








PITCHING






	Best Fastball


	AJ Smith-Shawver







	Best Curveball


	Kyle Muller







	Best Slider


	AJ Smith-Shawver







	Best Changeup


	Darius Vines







	Best Control


	Dylan Dodd








FIELDING






	Best Defensive Catcher


	Drake Baldwin







	Best Defensive Infielder


	Ambiorvis Tavarez







	Best Infield Arm


	Ignacio Alvarez







	Best Defensive Outfielder


	Kadon Morton







	Best Outfield Arm


	Greyson Jenista








THE FUTURE: Muller has one more minor league option remaining, and he graduates from prospect eligibility with just four more outs. He took a solid step forward with his fastball command at Triple-A Gwinnett in 2022. While Muller has been developed as a starter, the Braves have plenty of rotation options, and scouts have long believed his pure stuff could play up in the bullpen, where he could pitch in a high-leverage capacity and scrap his changeup. Entering his age-25 season, Muller doesn’t have much left to prove. He just needs an MLB opportunity, which may come somewhere other than Atlanta.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	6


	8


	3.41


	23







	2022


	24


	Atlanta (NL)


	MLB


	1


	1


	8.03


	3







	Major League Totals


	3


	5


	5.14


	12







	Minor League Totals


	31


	22


	3.18


	108












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	23


	135


	119


	14


	40







	2022


	24


	Atlanta (NL)


	3


	12


	13


	2


	8







	Major League Totals


	11


	49


	39


	4


	28







	Minor League Totals


	107


	541


	449


	41


	226












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	159


	2.7


	10.6


	1.18


	.240







	2022


	24


	Atlanta (NL)


	12


	5.8


	8.8


	1.70


	.260







	Major League Totals


	49


	5.1


	9.0


	1.37


	.218







	Minor League Totals


	588


	3.8


	9.8


	1.25


	.227
















2 AJ SMITH-SHAWVER, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 70


Slider: 70


Changeup: 45


Control: 50





Born: November 20, 2002. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 205. Drafted: HS—Colleyville, Texas, 2021 (7th round). Signed by: Trey McNickle.


TRACK RECORD: Smith-Shawver was a quick-twitch, multi-sport athlete in high school who was a college prospect as a hitter and pitcher, but the Braves loved his arm enough to sign him for just under $1 million in the seventh round in 2021. Smith-Shawver spent 2022 with Low-A Augusta, where he showed perhaps the highest upside in Atlanta’s farm system.


SCOUTING REPORT: Smith-Shawver is a powerful and athletic righthander who has shown legitimate frontline starter stuff, according to scouts both inside and outside the organization. It all starts with his four-seam fastball, a beast of a pitch that averaged nearly 95 mph and peaked at 98. It has excellent life, with 20 inches of induced vertical break and both cutting and running action at times. He’s still developing his command of the pitch, but when he’s hitting the zone, it can be overpowering. Similarly, Smith-Shawver’s slider has the potential to be a wipeout offering. It’s an upper-80s pitch with short and hard biting action that disappears at the bottom of the strike zone when it’s on. Smith-Shawver throws a changeup in the same velocity range that remains a work in progress. The pitch flashes solid fading life, but he has below-average feel for it presently. Smith-Shawver has reduced the violence of his delivery since high school, but there are still needed refinements. His arm speed is electric, but it’s such that he’s not often synced up, and he also features plenty of crossfire action and a heavy fall-off to the first base side—all of which will limit his control and command.


THE FUTURE: The Braves will likely prioritize fastball command and slider consistency with Smith Shawver. If his command doesn’t improve, his stuff could play in a big league bullpen.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	3


	4


	5.11


	17







	Minor League Totals


	3


	5


	5.49


	21












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	17


	69


	54


	4


	39







	Minor League Totals


	21


	77


	58


	6


	49












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	103


	5.1


	13.5


	1.35


	.215







	Minor League Totals


	119


	5.7


	13.9


	1.39


	.208
















3 OWEN MURPHY, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


55


Risk: Extreme


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 60


Curveball: 60


Slider: 50


Changeup: 45


Control: 55





Born: September 27, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 190. Drafted: HS—Brookfield, IL, 2022 (1st round). Signed by: Jeremy Gordon.


TRACK RECORD: Murphy ranked as the No. 45 prospect in the 2022 draft class thanks to his impressive pure stuff and natural athleticism. He was also a star football player and legitimate prospect as a shortstop. The Braves drafted Murphy 20th overall and signed him to a bonus just over $2.5 million—hoping he would follow in their long line of successfully developed former two-way players. Murphy pitched in Rookie ball and with Low-A Augusta for 12 combined innings after signing.


SCOUTING REPORT: A 6-foot-1, 190-pound righthander, Murphy has a strong foundation as a strike-thrower and a four-pitch mix, though the Braves will likely have him focus on his fastball, curveball and slider during his first full season as a pitcher. His fastball sits in the low 90s and touches 94-95 mph at peak velocity, with high spin rates of 2,500-2,600 rpm and impressive carry. He had more than 19 inches of induced vertical break on the pitch in his brief pro debut. Murphy throws a hammer curveball in the upper 70s that earned plus grades from amateur scouts, and he also threw a hard, slider/cutter in high school in the mid 80s. The Braves are turning that slider into more of a gyro-slider—the same slider Spencer Strider employed to great effect—and will have him scrap an infrequently used but promising 80 mph changeup, at least initially. Atlanta has praised Murphy’s makeup and control, and believe he has a good chance to profile as a starter.


THE FUTURE: Murphy will likely begin the 2023 season at Low-A Augusta. He has the stuff and polish to move relatively quickly—particularly given his multi-sport and two-way background—and has No. 3 or 4 starter upside.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	18


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	2







	2022


	18


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	0


	1


	7.71


	3







	Minor League Totals


	0


	1


	4.50


	5












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	18


	Braves (FCL)


	2


	5


	2


	0


	0







	2022


	18


	Augusta (CAR)


	3


	7


	5


	0


	6







	Minor League Totals


	5


	12


	7


	0


	6












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	18


	Braves (FCL)


	7


	0.0


	12.6


	0.40


	.118







	2022


	18


	Augusta (CAR)


	10


	7.7


	12.9


	1.57


	.192







	Minor League Totals


	17


	4.5


	12.8


	1.08


	.163
















4 JARED SHUSTER, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


45


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 50


Slider: 45


Changeup: 60


Control: 55





Born: August 3, 1998. B-T: L-L. HT: 6-3. WT: 210. Drafted: Wake Forest, 2020 (1st round). Signed by: Billy Best.


TRACK RECORD: The 2020 draft has proved to be an exceptional one for the Braves, who drafted Shuster in the first round at No. 25 overall as well as Jesse Franklin, Spencer Strider and Bryce Elder. Strider and Elder have already established themselves as big leaguers just two years later. Shuster could be knocking on the door after a strong overall 2022 season.


SCOUTING REPORT: Shuster has impressive feel for a solid three-pitch mix. During his final college season, Shuster showed improved fastball velocity and was touching 96-97 mph, but that velocity has never carried over to pro ball. In 2022, Shuster sat around 90-92 mph with solid carry and cut, with a max velocity around 94-95. His changeup remains his best offering and his go-to secondary, a plus pitch that averages around 80 mph. The pitch generates whiffs at a high rate, as well as ugly swings as it falls below the zone. Shuster’s changeup features double-digit velocity separation from his fastball. Shuster tried throwing his slider harder during the 2022 season, and Braves officials were happy with the progress of the pitch—which sat in the 82-87 mph range—though external scouts view it as a fringy pitch that will play up with good command. Shuster is an above-average strike-thrower with a career minor league walk rate of 6.8%. In 2022 he threw all three of his pitches for strikes more than 64% of the time.


THE FUTURE: Shuster’s upside is limited if he cannot rediscover the power he showed in flashes as an amateur, but he’s one of the most probable big leaguers in the system, with back-end starter or middle reliever upside.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	6


	7


	2.78


	17







	2022


	23


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	1


	3


	4.25


	10







	Minor League Totals


	9


	10


	3.69


	45












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	16


	91


	65


	8


	22







	2022


	23


	Gwinnett (IL)


	9


	49


	43


	10


	16







	Minor League Totals


	42


	212


	174


	33


	58












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	106


	2.2


	10.5


	0.96


	.198







	2022


	23


	Gwinnett (IL)


	39


	3.0


	7.2


	1.21


	.239







	Minor League Totals


	235


	2.5


	10.0


	1.09


	.220
















5 JR RITCHIE, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 55


Slider: 55


Changeup: 50


Control: 55





Born: June 26, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 185. Drafted: HS—Bainbridge Island, WA, 2022 (1st round supp). Signed by: Cody Martin.


TRACK RECORD: Ritchie was the back-to-back Washington Gatorade player of the year and worked with the same pitching coach as 2021 Phillies first-rounder Mick Abel. Ritchie ranked as the No. 52 prospect in the 2022 draft and signed with the Braves for $2.4 million in the supplemental first round. Atlanta acquired the 35th overall pick Ritchie was selected with when it traded Drew Waters, Andrew Hoffmann and CJ Alexander to the Royals about a week before the 2022 draft.


SCOUTING REPORT: Ritchie is nearly physically maxed out at 6-foot-2, 185 pounds, but he requires less projection than most prep pitching prospects thanks to an advanced three-pitch mix and solid command. Ritchie sits in the low 90s with his fastball but touched 97-98 mph during the spring and got into the mid 90s during his pro debut, which culminated in three starts for Low-A Augusta. His fastball has just modest life and carry, though he has shown an ability to locate the pitch to both sides of the plate and change eye levels. Ritchie’s secondaries are a low-to-mid 80s slider and a changeup in the same velocity band. Both are at least solid-average pitches that—like his fastball—he’s shown impressive feel for. His slider has flashed above-average or plus potential in the past, though the shape of the pitch comes and goes depending on the start. Ritchie’s slider generated a ton of whiffs in his brief pro debut and will likely be his most reliable out pitch moving forward. The Braves rave about his advanced pitchability and mentality


THE FUTURE: Ritchie could start 2023 at Low-A or High-A and it wouldn’t be surprising to see him push to Double-A. He has back-of-the-rotation upside and a clear path as a starter.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	19


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	0


	0


	0.00


	2







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	0


	0


	2.70


	3







	Minor League Totals


	0


	0


	1.88


	5












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	19


	Braves (FCL)


	2


	4


	2


	0


	1







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	3


	10


	7


	1


	4







	Minor League Totals


	5


	14


	9


	1


	5












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	19


	Braves (FCL)


	4


	2.1


	8.3


	0.69


	.125







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	10


	3.6


	9.0


	1.10


	.212







	Minor League Totals


	14


	3.1


	8.8


	0.98


	.184
















6 ROYBER SALINAS, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


50


Risk: Extreme


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 65


Curveball: 60


Slider: 60


Control: 40





Born: April 10, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 205. Signed: Venezuela, 2018. Signed by: Carlos Sequera.


TRACK RECORD: Salinas was an under-the-radar signing in 2018, but he flashed bat-missing potential in the Dominican Summer League in 2019 and in domestic leagues in 2021, when he whiffed 67 batters in 39.1 innings. He fully broke out in 2022 at Low-A Augusta and High-A Rome by striking out 175 batters in 109 innings. It was the most strikeouts in the Braves system and fourth-most among all minor league pitchers.


SCOUTING REPORT: Salinas is a big-bodied righthander listed at 6-foot-3, 205 pounds, though he’s quite a bit heavier than that listed weight. He attacks hitters with a powerful three-pitch mix headlined by one of the best fastballs in the system. Salinas sat 93-95 mph with his four-seam fastball and touched 98 in 2022. The pitch has plus carry in the top of the zone, with high spin (2,400 rpm) and more than 18 inches of induced vertical break. He pairs his fastball up with multiple breaking balls that have improved significantly during the 2022 season. Salinas previously threw his slider and curveball with slower, loopier shape. By the end of the season, he was throwing a gyro slider around 87 mph that touched 90 as well as a hammer, downer curveball in the 80-82 mph range. Scouts are mixed on which breaking pitch they prefer, though both were bat-missing pitches at a high level. Salinas’ slider was thrown for a strike more frequently and was used more often, while his curve could pair nicely as a north-south complement to his fastball, with more velocity separation. Salinas currently has below-average control.


THE FUTURE: Salinas has midrotation stuff, but scouts wonder if his control will limit him to a high-leverage bullpen role. They also note that he will need to stay on top of maintaining his body.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	0


	1


	1.52


	5







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	5


	7


	4.11


	20







	Minor League Totals


	10


	14


	3.33


	55












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	5


	24


	10


	1


	12







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	20


	85


	63


	6


	51







	Minor League Totals


	34


	181


	128


	11


	109












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	52


	4.6


	19.8


	0.93


	.127







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	123


	5.4


	13.0


	1.34


	.202







	Minor League Totals


	279


	5.4


	13.8


	1.31


	.197
















7 DARIUS VINES, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 55


Slider: 50


Changeup: 65


Control: 55





Born: April 30, 1998. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 190. Drafted: Cal State Bakersfield, 2019 (7th round). Signed by: Kevin Martin.


TRACK RECORD: The Braves signed Vines for $130,000 in the seventh round of the 2019 draft after he transferred from junior college and established himself as one of the best pitchers in the Western Athletic Conference. Vines impressed with his feel for secondary stuff in 2021 and continued to perform against upper-minors competition in 2022


SCOUTING REPORT: Vines isn’t a hard thrower, but he has excellent feel for a pitch mix that previously included four different options and is now down to three. The Braves had Vines remove a curveball from his arsenal in 2022 to focus on his fastball, changeup and slider. He pitches off a 90-92 mph fastball that touches 94 with above-average carry, but his go-to secondary is a low-80s changeup that has developed into the best such pitch in the system. While Vines’ curveball was his bread-and-butter offering as an amateur, he didn’t throw it much for strikes in pro ball. The opposite is true of his changeup. He has exceptional command of the pitch and threw it for strikes more than 70% of the time in 2022, with excellent whiff rates, chase rates and analytical and traditional scouting grades. Vines’ changeup is at least a plus offering, and some scouts have put 70-grade evaluations on the pitch. He also throws a slider in the low-to-mid 80s with solid spin that should be an average breaking ball. Vines has consistently been a good strike-thrower and his exceptional feel to land his changeup indicates above-average or better control moving forward.


THE FUTURE: Scouts previously wondered if Vines had the sort of stuff to miss upper-level bats. He proved he could in 2022. He profiles as a back-end starter given his command of three pitches.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	7


	4


	3.95


	20







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	3.21


	7







	Minor League Totals


	14


	13


	3.77


	61












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	20


	107


	100


	16


	30







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	5


	34


	29


	1


	14







	Minor League Totals


	58


	284


	252


	36


	83












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	127


	2.5


	10.7


	1.21


	.244







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	29


	3.7


	7.8


	1.28


	.228







	Minor League Totals


	320


	2.6


	10.1


	1.18


	.233
















8 FREDDY TARNOK, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 60


Curveball: 55


Slider: 45


Changeup: 45


Control: 45





Born: November 24, 1998. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 185. Drafted: HS—Riverview, FL, 2017 (3rd round). Signed by: Justin Clark.


TRACK RECORD: Tarnok was a two-way player in high school in Florida, but the Braves signed him for $1.4 million as a pitcher in the 2017 third round after taking Kyle Wright in the first and Drew Waters in the second. Tarnok’s progress was slow initially, before a breakout 2021 season when he reached the upper minors. In 2022, Tarnok made his MLB debut by pitching two-thirds of an inning in relief on Aug. 17 against the Mets.


SCOUTING REPORT: In his age-23 season, Tarnok mostly pitched between Double-A Mississippi and Triple-A Gwinnett, where he showed flashes of dominance and periods of inconsistency. Tarnok has a four-pitch mix, headlined by a four-seam fastball that sits 93-95 mph and touches 98 with good spin and carry. His go-to secondary is a 12-to-6 curveball in the upper 70s that was previously the best such pitch in the system, but evaluators inside and outside the system noted it took a step backward in 2022. Tarnok showed some progress with a mid-80s changeup, and the Braves have continued to try to help him develop a low-80s slider, though it has been slow going. External evaluators view his changeup and slider as fringe-average offerings. At times, Tarnok showed the ability to dominate with his fastball, but he has also struggled to sync his delivery and navigate a lineup multiple times with consistency.


THE FUTURE: The Braves have committed to developing Tarnok as a starter, but plenty of scouts think he could excel in shorter stints as a reliever where he can focus on dominating with two pitches.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	2


	2


	4.31


	15







	2022


	23


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	2


	1


	3.68


	10







	2022


	23


	Atlanta (NL)


	MLB


	0


	0


	0.00


	1







	Major League Totals


	0


	0


	0.00


	1







	Minor League Totals


	18


	23


	4.05


	98












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	15


	63


	54


	8


	27







	2022


	23


	Gwinnett (IL)


	8


	44


	38


	7


	17







	2022


	23


	Atlanta (NL)


	0


	1


	1


	0


	0







	Major League Totals


	0


	1


	1


	0


	0







	Minor League Totals


	78


	377


	337


	35


	153












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	75


	3.9


	10.8


	1.29


	.228







	2022


	23


	Gwinnett (IL)


	49


	3.5


	10.0


	1.25


	.228







	2022


	23


	Atlanta (NL)


	1


	0.0


	13.5


	1.50


	.333







	Major League Totals


	1


	0.0


	13.5


	1.50


	.333







	Minor League Totals


	417


	3.6


	9.9


	1.30


	.236
















9 DYLAN DODD, LHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


40


Risk: Medium


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 50


Slider: 50


Changeup: 50


Control: 60





Born: June 6, 1998. B-T: L-L. HT: 6-2. WT: 210. Drafted: Southeast Missouri State, 2021 (3rd round). Signed by: JD French.


TRACK RECORD: The Braves signed Dodd to an under-slot bonus of $125,000 in the third round of the 2021 draft, and used the savings there to go over slot to sign players such as seventh-rounder AJ Smith-Shawver and 11th-rounder Adam Shoemaker. The organization liked Dodd’s talent, and he moved from High-A Rome to Triple-A Gwinnett in 2022, while posting a 5.4% walk rate.


SCOUTING REPORT: Dodd is regarded more for his pitchability than pure stuff, but his standout command of four-seam and two-seam fastballs sets up the rest of his arsenal. Dodd throws in the 91-92 mph range with his fastball and touches 95, with modest four-seam carry, but he threw each variant of his fastball for strikes more than 73% of the time in 2022. He uses his fastball to set up a slider and a changeup that are both in the low-to-mid 80s. Both pitches flash solid-average to above-average grades, though scouts think the slider is more of a gradual breaking pitch that will play up thanks to his ability to command it and mix with his other offerings. Dodd’s changeup could be a tick ahead, though he throws the slider for strikes more often. If he can add more power to his breaking pitch, Dodd could improve his upside. But his stuff was good enough to miss bats even as he progressed to higher levels of the minors where he was more age-appropriate as a prospect.


THE FUTURE: Dodd has pitched just 53 innings in the upper minors, but at 25 he could make his MLB debut in 2023. He has the command and stuff to serve as a swingman or middle reliever.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	9


	5


	3.44


	16







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	2


	4


	3.11


	9







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	1


	0


	4.05


	1







	Minor League Totals


	12


	11


	3.87


	30












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Rome (SAL)


	16


	89


	85


	6


	17







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	9


	46


	46


	3


	13







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	1


	7


	5


	1


	1







	Minor League Totals


	30


	156


	155


	14


	34












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Rome (SAL)


	91


	1.7


	9.2


	1.15


	.245







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	55


	2.5


	10.7


	1.27


	.258







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	7


	1.4


	9.5


	0.90


	.200







	Minor League Totals


	173


	2.0


	10.0


	1.21


	.255
















10 BLAKE BURKHALTER, RHP


[image: Image]




BA GRADE


45


Risk: High


SCOUTING GRADES:


Fastball: 60


Slider: 60


Changeup: 50


Control: 50





Born: September 19, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 204. Drafted: Auburn, 2022 (2nd round). Signed by: Travis Coleman.


TRACK RECORD: Burkhalter was one of the most effective college relievers in 2022 for Auburn. His 16 saves were second most in the country, and he posted a 3.69 ERA over 46.1 innings while striking out 71 batters (38.6%) and walking just seven (3.8%). The Braves selected him with the 76th overall pick in the supplemental second round and signed him for $650,000. He ramped up later in the year and threw just 4.2 innings in pro ball, but his final appearance was dominant—a three-inning outing on Sept. 11 where he struck out six batters and allowed no hits and no walks.


SCOUTING REPORT: Burkhalter is going to be developed—at least initially—as a starter with the Braves. He didn’t start a game in college, but the control he showed in 2022 is more than enough for the role, with loud pure stuff to go with it. He throws a flat-plane fastball in the 93-96 mph range that has touched 98, with the sort of characteristics that should allow him to rack up buckets of whiffs at the top of the zone. He also throws a hard cutter/slider that the Braves are attempting to make a true slider and a mid-80s changeup that looks like a viable third pitch. His slider earns plus grades, while his changeup could be solid-average.


THE FUTURE: Burkhalter will attempt to get acclimated to a starting role during the 2023 season, where attacking with his fastball/slider combination will be prioritized.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	0


	0


	54.00


	1







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	1


	0


	0.00


	2







	Minor League Totals


	1


	0


	3.86


	3












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	Braves (FCL)


	0


	0


	3


	0


	1







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	1


	4


	1


	0


	0







	Minor League Totals


	1


	5


	4


	0


	1












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	Braves (FCL)


	0


	27.0


	0.0


	12.00


	.750







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	7


	0.0


	14.5


	0.23


	.071







	Minor League Totals


	7


	1.9


	13.5


	1.07


	.222
















11 COLE PHILLIPS, RHP




BA GRADE: 50/Extreme


Fastball: 70


Slider: 55


Changeup: 45


Control: 55





Born: May 26, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 200. Drafted: HS—Boerne, Texas, 2022 (2nd round). Signed by: Darin Vaughan.


TRACK RECORD: Phillips was one of the most prominent helium prospects in the 2022 draft class during the spring after he showed increased physicality and velocity that boosted his draft stock into first round territory. That helium deflated a bit after Tommy John surgery ended his season, but the Braves still signed him for $1.5 million in the second round.


SCOUTING REPORT: After pitching in the low 90s during the 2021 summer, Phillips was routinely in the mid 90s and touching upper-90s velocity during the 2022 spring before his injury. That improved power translated to his breaking ball as well—a mid-80s slider with traditional downward, three-quarters bite that was sharp and late, giving him an above-average secondary. Phillips also flashed a firm, mid-to-upper-80s changeup that looks like a serviceable third pitch, though he rarely needed to use it. Phillips still needed to sharpen his command, but his control around the zone was also improved in the spring, and he earned comparisons with Rays righthander Shane Baz thanks to his frame and the shape of his fastball/slider combination. He showed a clean and loose delivery and should have more than enough athleticism and control to begin his pro career as a starter.


THE FUTURE: Phillips spent the offseason rehabbing, but the Braves think he has a chance to start pitching at some point in the second half of the 2023 season.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	19


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	19


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	19


	Did not play—Injured
















12 SPENCER SCHWELLENBACH, RHP




BA GRADE: 50/Extreme


Fastball: 60


Slider: 50


Changeup: 50


Control: 55





Born: May 31, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 200. Drafted: Nebraska, 2021 (2nd round). Signed by: JD French.


TRACK RECORD: Schwellenbach was one of the best two-way prospects in the 2021 draft class and ranked as the No. 51 overall prospect after hitting .284/.403/.459 and playing shortstop for Nebraska. He also showed 99 mph velocity as a reliever. The Braves’ scouting staff loved his upside potential as a two-way player and his phenomenal pure arm talent, with relatively little experience pitching, and signed him for $1 million.


SCOUTING REPORT: Schwellenbach needed Tommy John surgery after the 2021 draft and was still in the recovery process. He hasn’t pitched yet in pro ball, leaving scouts to look back on what he did in college and hope he returns as the same player. With Nebraska, he sat 94-95 mph with a fastball that touched 98-99. He had a good feel for a low-80s slider and low-80s changeup as well. Despite being a primary shortstop at the time, Schwellenbach threw all three pitches for strikes 67-68% of the time and scouts viewed each as potentially above-average—while Braves officials think they could be plus. Atlanta initially planned to stretch Schwellenbach out as a starter, where they believe his athleticism, easy operation and three-pitch mix could serve him nicely. There’s no reason to think that course has changed just yet.


THE FUTURE: Atlanta expects Swchellenbach to be ready for spring training in 2023, where he’ll look to make up for lost time and remove some of the uncertainty from his profile.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	22


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	22


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	22


	Did not play—Injured
















13 BRADEN SHEWMAKE, SS




BA GRADE: 45/High


Hit: 45


Power: 40


Speed: 50


Fielding: 50


Arm: 55





Born: Nov. 19, 1997. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 190. Drafted: Texas A&M, 2019 (1st round). Signed by: Darin Vaughan.


TRACK RECORD: The Braves signed Shewmake for just over $3 million in the first round of the 2019 draft after three seasons with Texas A&M. He pushed to Double-A in his first pro season in 2019 but has been a below-league average hitter with Double-A Mississippi and Triple-A Gwinnett. In 2022, Shewmake spent the season at the Triple-A level, where he hit .259/.316/.399 with seven home runs.


SCOUTING REPORT: Shewmake has tinkered with his swing throughout his pro career and has solid pure bat-to-ball skills but an approach that has held him back. He expands the zone too frequently and struggled to do damage on velocity 93 mph or higher. Shewmake has below-average power potential. Some scouts are optimistic he has more coming offensively, while others are skeptical of his swing. It’s a flat path and that combined with a tendency to drop his hands in his load leads to popped balls and high infield fly rates in each of the last two seasons. Scouts who are higher point to solid top-end exit velocities that could indicate more power on the way. Shewmake has continued to get most of his innings at shortstop, where he remains a solid defender with good instincts and hands, as well as above-average arm strength.


THE FUTURE: Shewmake will need to improve his approach and impact ability to become an everyday player, and currently profiles as a utility infield type.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	.259


	76


	278


	37







	Minor League Totals


	.259


	224


	849


	121












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	72


	14


	2


	7


	25







	Minor League Totals


	220


	46


	7


	22


	105












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	24


	Gwinnett (IL)


	23


	57


	9


	.316


	.399







	Minor League Totals


	65


	172


	26


	.316


	.408
















14 CAL CONLEY, SS/2B




BA GRADE: 45/High


Hit: 45


Power: 30


Speed: 60


Fielding: 55


Arm: 50





Born: July 17, 1999. B-T: B-R. HT: 5-10. WT: 185. Drafted: Texas Tech, 2021 (4th round). Signed by: Trey McNickle.


TRACK RECORD: The son of former pro player and coach Brian Conley, Cal was signed for $425,000 in the fourth round of the 2021 draft after serving as the spark plug for Texas Tech. He had signed with Miami out of high school, but transferred to Texas Tech before he ever played a game. After a modest pro debut in 2021, Conley improved on both sides of the ball in 2022, where he played at both Class A affiliates and showed impressive on-base ability and speed in the Arizona Fall League.


SCOUTING REPORT: While Conley remains a prospect who impresses more for his collection of his solid tools, grinder mentality and high baseball IQ, scouts in 2022 saw a player with plus speed and above-average defensive potential at shortstop. He has solid actions at the position and is one of the more polished and reliable defensive infielders in Atlanta’s system. Offensively, he’ll have to rely on plate discipline and speed more than power. While his in-game power production was up significantly year-over-year, Conley has modest exit velocity numbers and below-average raw power. He might have to cut down his chase rate at higher levels to sustain solid offensive production. He showed impressive baserunning ability and went 36-for-44 (82%) in stolen base attempts.


THE FUTURE: The 2022 season was a step forward for Conley, who now has a better chance to provide big league value thanks to his defensive ability. His next test will be proving his bat against upper-minors pitching.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	22


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.246


	75


	309


	62







	2022


	22


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	.260


	44


	177


	32







	Minor League Totals


	.243


	154


	626


	115












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	22


	Augusta (CAR)


	76


	10


	6


	10


	40







	2022


	22


	Rome (SAL)


	46


	10


	1


	6


	25







	Minor League Totals


	152


	25


	8


	18


	74












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	22


	Augusta (CAR)


	25


	59


	23


	.307


	.414







	2022


	22


	Rome (SAL)


	19


	50


	13


	.337


	.429







	Minor League Totals


	58


	142


	44


	.315


	.395
















15 JESSE FRANKLIN, OF




BA GRADE: 45/High


Hit: 40


Power: 60


Speed: 50


Fielding: 55


Arm: 40





Born: Dec. 1, 1998. B-T: L-L. HT: 6-1. WT: 215. Drafted: Michigan, 2020 (3rd round). Signed by: Jeremy Gordon.


TRACK RECORD: A third-round pick in 2020 who signed for $500,000, Franklin impressed in his 2021 debut season with the Braves when he led the system with 24 home runs while playing at High-A Rome. Franklin started the 2022 season at Double-A Mississippi but played just 15 games before his season ended with Tommy John surgery. The surgery adds to a reasonable injury history for Franklin, who also missed the 2020 season at Michigan with a broken collarbone.


SCOUTING REPORT: Franklin has some of the best raw power in Atlanta’s system and in his first pro season he showed a tweaked setup and pull-oriented approach that yielded impressive in-game power. His exit velocity numbers were solid in his 15-game sample at Double-A, where he hit .236/.333/.400 before his season ended in late April. Contact could prevent Franklin from being an average hitter in the big leagues, but his swing decisions are solid, and he doesn’t expand the zone at a worrying rate. Franklin has played all three outfield positions, though he mostly played right field in 2022. Scouts believe he’s more of a corner outfielder who can play center in a pinch—with left field being most likely thanks to fringy arm strength even before his Tommy John surgery.


THE FUTURE: Franklin should be ready early in 2023. He will get another chance to test his bat against upper-level pitching and profiles as a lefty-hitting platoon power bat and fourth outfielder.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.236


	15


	55


	6







	Minor League Totals


	.243


	116


	415


	61












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	13


	1


	1


	2


	9







	Minor League Totals


	101


	25


	3


	26


	70












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	6


	18


	2


	.333


	.400







	Minor League Totals


	40


	133


	21


	.322


	.506
















16 VICTOR VODNIK, RHP




BA GRADE: 40/High


Fastball: 65


Slider: 35


Changeup: 60


Control: 40





Born: Oct. 9, 1999. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 200. Drafted: HS—Rialto, Calif., 2018 (14th round). Signed by: Kevin Martin.


TRACK RECORD: The Braves liked Vodnik’s natural arm strength in high school and signed him for $200,000 as a day three pick in the 14th round in 2018. He showed flashes in the lower minors but struggled in 2021 in his first challenge at Double-A, where control and injuries, including a forearm strain and blisters, limited him. He moved to a full-time reliever role in 2022 and had the best pro season of his career, posting a 2.34 ERA between Double-A Mississippi and Triple-A Gwinnett.


SCOUTING REPORT: Vodnik primarily worked with a two-pitch mix in 2022 as a reliever. He throws a plus fastball around 95-96 mph that touched 99 and has earned plus or better grades internally and externally. The pitch comes at hitters with a flat approach angle, though it is a lower-spin fastball with below-average carry and 12.5 inches of induced vertical break. His firm, upper-80s changeup has terrific, plus-plus movement with sink and run and was a bonafide swing-and-miss pitch during the 2022 season (33% whiffs). He will tip the pitch at times with a different arm slot, and he also needs to learn how to throw it more consistently for a strike. Feel for spin has been a challenge for Vodnik dating back to his prep days, but the Braves are working to establish a short slider/cutter for him to have a third pitch that can be thrown for strikes and offer a different look.


THE FUTURE: Vodnik is more stuff-over-pitchability and how his command improves will determine whether he becomes a high-leverage reliever or not.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	22


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	0


	0


	0.00


	7







	2022


	22


	Gwinnett (IL)


	AAA


	2


	0


	2.93


	24







	Minor League Totals


	5


	8


	3.59


	69












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	22


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	7


	4


	0


	3







	2022


	22


	Gwinnett (IL)


	0


	28


	26


	2


	16







	Minor League Totals


	14


	140


	125


	9


	66












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	22


	Mississippi (SL)


	14


	3.9


	18.0


	1.00


	.160







	2022


	22


	Gwinnett (IL)


	33


	5.2


	10.7


	1.52


	.252







	Minor League Totals


	166


	4.2


	10.6


	1.36


	.239
















17 IGNACIO ALVAREZ, 3B/SS




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Hit: 50


Power: 50


Speed: 45


Fielding: 55


Arm: 55





Born: April 11, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 190. Drafted: Riverside (Calif.) JC, 2022 (5th round). Signed by: Ryan Dobson.


TRACK RECORD: Alvarez helped lead Riverside (Calif.) JC to a state championship in 2022, while hitting .370/.494/.582 with five home runs and establishing himself as one of the top junior college players in the draft class. Amateur scouts were split on him, with some believing he was a top 10 rounds talent and others believing he didn’t have a carrying tool for pro ball. The Braves were one of the former clubs and signed “Nacho” for $500,000 in the fifth round.


SCOUTING REPORT: Alvarez displayed his strike-zone discipline in junior college by walking 36 times compared to 16 strikeouts, and that keen batting eye translated to the pro game during his debut season as well. His chase rate was among the lowest of any Braves hitter, and he walked at a 21% clip compared to a 12% strikeout rate in 30 games between the Florida Complex League and Low-A Augusta. Alvarez has pure bat-to-ball skills and a high contact rate, with above-average raw power, though he still needs to learn how to elevate more frequently to tap into that power consistently in game. Some Atlanta officials compare him with Vaughn Grissom offensively, though his defensive game is better at the same age at all three infield positions. Alvarez could be an above-average third baseman with above-average arm strength and he also played 10 games at shortstop in his pro debut.


THE FUTURE: Alvarez’s well-rounded tool set and excellent makeup and work ethic make him one of the more interesting sleepers in the lower levels of Atlanta’s system.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	19


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	.279


	15


	43


	11







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.294


	15


	51


	14







	Minor League Totals


	.287


	30


	94


	25












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	19


	Braves (FCL)


	12


	1


	1


	1


	5







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	15


	2


	1


	0


	6







	Minor League Totals


	27


	3


	2


	1


	11












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	19


	Braves (FCL)


	7


	6


	4


	.392


	.419







	2022


	19


	Augusta (CAR)


	19


	9


	4


	.493


	.373







	Minor League Totals


	26


	15


	8


	.451


	.394
















18 BROOKS WILSON, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Fastball: 50


Curveball: 40


Changeup: 60


Control: 50





Born: March 15, 1996. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 205. Drafted: Stetson, 2018 (7th round). Signed by: Justin Clark.


TRACK RECORD: Wilson was a two-way player at Stetson and signed for $80,000 as a seventh-round senior sign with the Braves in 2018. Wilson’s minor league career has been superb. He has posted a 2.24 ERA over 165 total innings, with the bulk of that work coming out of the bullpen. The Braves placed him on the 40-man roster following the 2021 season. His 2022 season was cut short before it began thanks to Tommy John surgery.


SCOUTING REPORT: Wilson found success with a three-pitch mix that featured a four-seam fastball with solid carry, a devastating split-changeup and a get-me-over curveball in the upper 70s. In 2021, Wilson sat in the 92-94 mph range and touched 96, but his fastball featured plus riding life with nearly 19 inches of induced vertical break. His low-80s split-change was his go-to secondary and his best bat-misser, generating whiffs over 50% of the time. The pitch falls out of the bottom of the zone, has around 10 mph separation from his fastball and an 18–19-inch gap in IVB. Wilson’s split-change was the primary reason he set a career-high strikeout rate in the upper minors in 2021. His curveball is more of a below-average offering he can land in the strike zone as a change-of-pace pitch.


THE FUTURE: Wilson likely would’ve gotten a chance to make his MLB debut in 2022 if he was healthy. The Braves have been impressed with his work ethic throughout the rehab process. He profiles as a multi-inning or low-leverage reliever if he comes back with the same stuff.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	26


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	26


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	26


	Did not play—Injured
















19 ADAM MAIER, RHP




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Fastball: 50


Slider: 55


Changeup: 55


Control: 50





Born: Nov. 26, 2001. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 203. Drafted: Oregon, 2022 (7th round). Signed by: Cody Martin.


TRACK RECORD: Maier was one of the most heavily anticipated college pitchers in the 2022 class after a stellar 25.2 innings in the Cape Cod League in 2021. He transferred from British Columbia to Oregon for the 2022 season and stepped into the team’s Friday night role but threw just 15.2 innings before his season ended with an elbow injury. Maier didn’t have Tommy John surgery; instead, he had a brace surgery to stabilize his ulnar collateral ligament and the Braves signed him for $1.2 million in the seventh round.


SCOUTING REPORT: As his price tag likely suggests, Maier flashed exciting pure stuff when healthy. He generated almost a 70% groundball rate with a sinking, low-90s fastball that touched 97 mph at peak, and he has a pair of secondaries that have plus potential. The first is a high-spin slider in the low 80s that gets to 2,900 rpm and both misses bats and generates weak, groundball contact. The second is a mid-80s changeup with impressive run and tumbling action that he did a nice job keeping at the bottom of the zone. Maier’s stuff could play up thanks to a lower-than-average release point and he has been a solid strike-thrower in his admittedly brief college career—just 34.2 total innings between British Columbia, the Cape and Oregon.


THE FUTURE: Given the timeline of Maier’s injury, he has a chance to start his pro career early in 2023. As a Canadian-born player who began college early, he will be in just his age-21 season.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	20


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	20


	Did not play—Injured












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	20


	Did not play—Injured
















20 DRAKE BALDWIN, C




BA GRADE: 40/High


Hit: 45


Power: 50


Speed: 30


Fielding: 45


Arm: 50





Born: March 28, 2001. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-1. WT: 210. Drafted: Missouri State, 2022 (3rd round). Signed by: JD French.


TRACK RECORD: Baldwin ranked as the No. 7 college catcher and No. 143 draft prospect in the 2022 class after a 19-homer season with Missouri State and a long track record as a strong on-base percentage player. The Braves made him their first hitter selected in the 2022 class when they signed him for $633,300 in the third round.


SCOUTING REPORT: Baldwin has an athletic background as a multi-sport athlete who was also a standout hockey player during high school in Wisconsin. He turned into a bat-first catching prospect with Missouri State, where he showed strong swing decisions throughout the course of his college career, with power showing up during his 2022 junior campaign. Baldwin derives his power from strength more than bat speed, but he posted impressive exit velocities (89.3 average) during his pro debut, and continued to show a patient and selective approach at the plate, with most of his games coming at Low-A Augusta. Baldwin earned fringy grades for his defensive ability behind the plate in college, but the Braves are high on his aptitude at the position and believe he will do enough to stick at the position. Amateur scouts thought he had adequate hands, with average arm strength and blocking ability that needed more consistency.


THE FUTURE: Baldwin will look to be another catcher who exceeds his amateur defensive evaluations, a la the Twins’ Ryan Jeffers or the Mariners’ Cal Raleigh, while bringing a strong lefthanded bat to the plate.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	21


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	.375


	3


	8


	2







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.247


	21


	81


	13







	Minor League Totals


	.258


	24


	89


	15












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	21


	Braves (FCL)


	3


	2


	0


	0


	3







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	20


	3


	0


	0


	6







	Minor League Totals


	23


	5


	0


	0


	9












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	21


	Braves (FCL)


	1


	3


	0


	.400


	.625







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	18


	22


	1


	.396


	.284







	Minor League Totals


	19


	25


	1


	.396


	.315
















21 AMBIORVIS TAVAREZ, SS




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Hit: 40


Power: 55


Speed: 50


Fielding: 60


Arm: 60





Born: Nov. 12, 2003. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-0. WT: 168. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2021. Signed by: Jonathan Cruz/Luis Santos.


TRACK RECORD: Tavarez was the centerpiece of the Braves’ 2021 international class, and the first prominent international prospect the organization signed since its international sanctions. Atlanta signed the power-hitting shortstop for $1.5 million. He made his pro debut in 2022 but played just 17 games in the Florida Complex League.


SCOUTING REPORT: Tavarez was praised for his raw power and bat speed as an amateur, and his 88.5 mph average exit velocity was one of the system’s best at the Rookie level. While his power is encouraging, Tavarez needs plenty of refinement as a hitter. He struck out 28 times compared to just three walks, and his 40% whiff rate was one of the highest in the system. He employs a large leg kick to start his swing and brings the barrel through the zone with plenty of speed and force. Tavarez played all his innings in the field at shortstop, where he impressed Braves officials with his defensive actions and arm strength. He’s been called a no-doubt shortstop in 2022, which is a significant uptick from his previous defensive evaluations, where scouts thought he might fit best at third base or corner outfield, where an easy plus arm would fit nicely. Atlanta currently views him as the organization’s best defensive shortstop and best infield arm.


THE FUTURE: Tavarez likely would have reached Low-A Augusta in 2022 if it weren’t for his injury. He’ll likely play at the Low-A level in 2023, where he’ll need to log more at-bats and continue improving his offensive approach.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	18


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	.277


	17


	65


	12







	Minor League Totals


	.277


	17


	65


	12












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	18


	Braves (FCL)


	18


	4


	0


	1


	8







	Minor League Totals


	18


	4


	0


	1


	8












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	18


	Braves (FCL)


	3


	28


	3


	.304


	.385







	Minor League Totals


	3


	28


	3


	.304


	.385
















22 LUIS DE AVILA, LHP




BA GRADE: 40/High


Fastball: 45


Curveball: 45


Changeup: 45


Control: 55





Born: May 29, 2001. B-T: L-L. HT: 5-9. WT: 215. Signed: Colombia, 2017. Signed by: Rafael Miranda (Royals).


TRACK RECORD: Originally signed by the Rockies out of Colombia for $250,000, De Avila has already played for three organizations before turning 22 or reaching Double-A. The Rockies released him following the 2019 season, and the Royals signed him about a month later. The Braves selected De Avila in the minor league phase of Rule 5 draft in 2021 based on solid strike throwing for a 20-year-old.


SCOUTING REPORT: Atlanta immediately converted De Avila to a starting role after he pitched in the bullpen for the Royals’ Low-A affiliate in 2021. He posted a 3.49 ERA over 126.1 innings at High-A Rome—good for his best pro season in his age-21 season. De Avila is not a power-oriented pitcher. He throws a three-pitch mix that features a two-seam fastball, curveball and changeup. Some days he will throw his fastball around 93-94 mph, but others it will be more 90-91. Overall, he averaged 91 mph and peaked at 95 during the 2022 season. His curveball is around 80 mph and his changeup checks in around the mid 80s, though scouts describe both pitches as just fringy at the moment. His success has mostly come from the fact that he locates both his secondaries well and induced a lot of weak groundball contact with a 61% groundball rate.


THE FUTURE: De Avila has a short and squatty frame without much physical projection left, so his upside is limited barring big steps forward with his curveball and changeup. Being lefthanded and young with feel for a three-pitch mix keeps him alive as an interesting depth starter.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	6


	8


	3.49


	24







	Minor League Totals


	13


	14


	4.28


	59












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	24


	126


	115


	11


	45







	Minor League Totals


	31


	215


	219


	17


	81












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	129


	3.2


	9.2


	1.27


	.241







	Minor League Totals


	220


	3.4


	9.2


	1.40


	.262
















23 GERALDO QUINTERO, 3B/2B




BA GRADE: 40/High


Hit: 40


Power: 30


Speed: 60


Fielding: 55


Arm: 50





Born: October 10, 2001. B-T: B-R. HT: 5-8. WT: 155. Signed: Venezuela, 2019. Signed by: Chris Roque.


TRACK RECORD: Quintero signed with the Braves out of Venezuela in 2019 and made his U.S. debut in 2021, when he struggled to a .207/.312/.273 slash line in 40 games in the Florida Complex League. The 2022 season was a better showing for the 20-year-old infielder, who started showing flashes offensively, while playing multiple infield positions.


SCOUTING REPORT: Listed at 5-foot-8, 155 pounds, Quintero is a small grinder type who began making more contact and showing a solid offensive approach at Low-A Augusta. Quintero has above-average bat-to-ball skills, but his power is below-average, and he doesn’t look like the sort of player who will grow into much more in the future. A switch-hitter, Quintero hit for better average, got on base more and showed more power from the left side in 2022, though his offensive value will be driven by contact and speed more than impact. He was second in Atlanta’s system with 34 stolen bases and is a plus runner. Defensively, some scouts think Quintero could be an above-average shortstop, but he played third base and second base in 2022 in deference to Cal Conley, and most evaluators think he is a good enough defender at enough positions to provide super utility value.


THE FUTURE: Quintero will struggle to profile as an everyday player without showing more power, though his speed, contact ability and defensive versatility could give him major league value in a reserve role with continued improvement.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	20


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.262


	91


	362


	61







	2022


	20


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	.238


	22


	80


	12







	Minor League Totals


	.251


	211


	760


	131












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	20


	Augusta (CAR)


	95


	22


	9


	6


	47







	2022


	20


	Rome (SAL)


	19


	4


	0


	2


	12







	Minor League Totals


	191


	38


	15


	10


	87












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	20


	Augusta (CAR)


	48


	69


	26


	.358


	.423







	2022


	20


	Rome (SAL)


	10


	22


	8


	.347


	.363







	Minor League Totals


	105


	145


	67


	.355


	.380
















24 RODDERY MUNOZ, RHP




BA GRADE: 40/High


Fastball: 60


Slider: 65


Changeup: 30


Control: 40





Born: April 14, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 210. Signed: Dominican Republic, 2018. Signed by: Jonathan Cruz.


TRACK RECORD: Munoz signed with the Braves out of the Dominican Republic in 2018, then spent his first two years in the Dominican Summer League as a teenager. After the Covid pandemic, Munoz came to the U.S. and made his domestic debut with Low-A Augusta where he showed solid stuff in a brief stint. The 2022 season was a strong one for Munoz. He racked up plenty of strikeouts with High-A Rome and was promoted to Double-A Mississippi for three starts at the end of the season.


SCOUTING REPORT: Munoz has a solid, 6-foot-2 frame with a strong lower half and has explosive pure stuff out of a longer arm action that isn’t always synced up. Munoz mostly pitched off a loud two-pitch combo: a 95-mph fastball that gets up to 98-99 mph with average carry and a potentially wipeout slider in the 88-91 mph range. His slider is his best pitch currently and had heavy usage during the 2022 season with solid spin in the 2,400-2,500 rpm range with power and bite that led to a 45% whiff rate. It’s a plus or better offering now. Munoz has also used a firm changeup in the 89-91 mph range, but it’s a distant third pitch that doesn’t have enough separation from his fastball—in either velocity or shape.


THE FUTURE: Munoz has pitched well as a starter to this point in his career, but he has the sort of power arm and scattered control that could lead to a better role in the bullpen, where he could scrap his changeup and add more power to his fastball in shorter outings.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	22


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	8


	4


	4.03


	19







	2022


	22


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	0


	0


	9.82


	3







	Minor League Totals


	10


	13


	4.87


	54












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	22


	Rome (SAL)


	19


	89


	85


	9


	37







	2022


	22


	Mississippi (SL)


	3


	11


	12


	3


	5







	Minor League Totals


	42


	209


	200


	17


	96












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	22


	Rome (SAL)


	105


	3.7


	10.6


	1.37


	.244







	2022


	22


	Mississippi (SL)


	14


	4.1


	11.5


	1.55


	.261







	Minor League Totals


	236


	4.1


	10.2


	1.42


	.248
















25 JUSTIN YEAGER, RHP




BA GRADE: 40/High


Fastball: 65


Slider: 60


Control: 30





Born: January 20, 1998. B-T: L-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 215. Drafted: Southern Illinois, 2019 (33rd round). Signed by: Kevin Barry.


TRACK RECORD: Yeager was a productive reliever with Southern Illinois for three seasons before the Braves signed him in the 33rd round of the 2019 draft for just $140,000. He continued pitching as a reliever in pro ball, generating plenty of strikeouts while dealing with below-average control. That remained the case in 2022, when Yeager pushed to Double-A Mississippi, where he served as a late-inning reliever and managed a 37% strikeout rate that was one of the best in Atlanta’s system.


SCOUTING REPORT: Yeager is a reliever all the way, with a high effort and violent delivery that inhibits his control and the consistency of his strikes. But with his arm strength and pure stuff, he could potentially find success without precision. He throws two pitches that grade out as plus: a 95-96 mph four-seam fastball that touches 99 and has great vertical life with 19 inches of induced vertical break and an 87-91 mph hard-breaking slider with short and tight, three-quarters shape. He used the latter to generate nearly a 40% whiff rate, and his fastball is a bat-missing pitch as well thanks to power and shape. To be trusted in any sort of leveraged big league role, Yeager will need to improve his control. He has a 13% career minor league walk rate and didn’t seem to take any steps forward in that area in 2022.


THE FUTURE: With plenty of stuff to miss bats, Yeager just needs to put his fastball and slider over the plate more frequently to find himself in a big league bullpen.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	W


	L


	ERA


	G







	2022


	24


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	0


	0


	0.75


	11







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	1


	0


	3.79


	38







	Minor League Totals


	10


	5


	3.21


	94












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	GS


	IP


	H


	HR


	BB







	2022


	24


	Rome (SAL)


	0


	12


	3


	1


	9







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	0


	40


	26


	5


	23







	Minor League Totals


	0


	118


	81


	12


	66












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	SO


	BB/9


	SO/9


	WHIP


	AVG







	2022


	24


	Rome (SAL)


	27


	6.8


	20.2


	1.00


	.077







	2022


	24


	Mississippi (SL)


	54


	5.1


	12.0


	1.21


	.181







	Minor League Totals


	178


	5.0


	13.6


	1.25


	.188
















26 LUKE WADDELL, SS/2B




BA GRADE: 40/High


Hit: 50


Power: 30


Speed: 40


Fielding: 50


Arm: 50





Born: July 13, 1998. B-T: L-R. HT: 5-9. WT: 180. Drafted: Georgia Tech, 2021 (5th round). Signed by: Chris Lionetti.


TRACK RECORD: Waddell spent four years with Georgia Tech and was draft eligible in three straight years beginning in 2019 before signing with the Braves as a fifth-rounder in 2021. Waddell stood out for his contact ability and zone control skills as an amateur, and after two pro seasons, those remain his calling cards.


SCOUTING REPORT: Waddell has the best pure bat-to-ball ability in Atlanta’s system, with a miniscule 13.5% miss rate. He connects with virtually everything in the zone. On top of his excellent hand-eye, Waddell makes good swing decisions and walked more than he struck out for the first time in his pro career in 2022. What holds the middle infielder back is his lack of power. Waddell is mostly a singles hitter who lacks raw power—his 90th percentile exit velocity was 99 mph—and doesn’t project to add much in the future. He’s a reliable defender at multiple infield positions, with good game awareness and baseball IQ but isn’t the sort of player who will threaten to win Gold Gloves.


THE FUTURE: Waddell’s season ended in late May due to injury, but he’ll look to get more upper-level time in 2023 and could be an emergency infielder who will grind out at-bats at the plate if necessary.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	AA


	.272


	41


	162


	20







	Minor League Totals


	.267


	70


	262


	38












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	44


	10


	0


	2


	29







	Minor League Totals


	70


	11


	0


	8


	44












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	23


	Mississippi (SL)


	23


	22


	3


	.364


	.370







	Minor League Totals


	32


	39


	5


	.349


	.401
















27 DAVID MCCABE, 1B/3B




BA GRADE: 40/High


Hit: 40


Power: 55


Speed: 30


Fielding: 40


Arm: 65





Born: March 25, 2000. B-T: B-R. HT: 6-4. WT: 230. Drafted: UNC Charlotte, 2022 (4th round). Signed by: Billy Best.


TRACK RECORD: McCabe signed with the Braves as a fourth-rounder in 2022 for $476,400. He dealt with plenty of injuries throughout college that limited his playing time, but when he was on the field, he always hit well and in 2022 finished the season with more extra-base hits (29) than strikeouts (28). McCabe struggled in his pro debut and slashed .245/.336/.330, mostly with Low-A Augusta.


SCOUTING REPORT: McCabe is a physically imposing switch-hitter with a big frame and huge raw power to go with it. Internal evaluators have put double-plus raw power on McCabe, and amateur scouts thought his power production was much better from the left side. McCabe produced more offense batting lefty in his pro debut but didn’t produce much impact. McCabe has a solid understanding of the strike zone and will take his walks when necessary while also making contact at a solid clip. Mostly a first baseman in college, the Braves played McCabe at third base in 2022 and he has a huge arm that would be more than enough for the position. However, his size, agility and glovework might end up pushing him back to first.


THE FUTURE: McCabe has big tools with his arm strength and raw power, but he faces a high offensive bar to clear and will look to hit for more game-power in a full 2023 season.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	22


	Braves (FCL)


	R


	.000


	2


	6


	1







	2022


	22


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.260


	26


	100


	14







	Minor League Totals


	.245


	28


	106


	15












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	22


	Braves (FCL)


	0


	0


	0


	0


	0







	2022


	22


	Augusta (CAR)


	26


	6


	0


	1


	23







	Minor League Totals


	26


	6


	0


	1


	23












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	22


	Braves (FCL)


	1


	0


	0


	.143


	.000







	2022


	22


	Augusta (CAR)


	15


	27


	0


	.347


	.350







	Minor League Totals


	16


	27


	0


	.336


	.330
















28 KADON MORTON, OF




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Hit: 30


Power: 40


Speed: 55


Fielding: 60


Arm: 60





Born: November 19, 2000. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-2. WT: 195. Drafted: HS—Seguin, Texas, 2019 (19th round). Signed by: Darin Vaughan.


TRACK RECORD: Morton was a standout athlete in the 2019 draft class, with upside as a pitcher who threw a low-90s fastball and as a hitter with raw power. The Braves bought into his upside and signed him for $500,000 in the 19th round, and he’s now one of the best defensive outfielders in the system.


SCOUTING REPORT: Morton’s offensive game hasn’t quite kept pace with his defense. He’s a career .207/.322/.351 hitter in the lower minors and has consistently struggled to make enough contact. There is raw power in his lean frame, with solid exit velocity numbers to back it up, but he hasn’t yet been able to find the barrel enough to access it. Morton struck out at a 33.5% clip between Low-A Augusta and High-A Rome, and he has never gotten his strikeout rate below 30% in any season. Morton draws walks, but he is often too passive or simply doesn’t have much of a plan at the plate. Defensively, Morton resembles BJ Upton in center field with above-average defensive ability and one of the best arms in the system. He could also fit in right field.


THE FUTURE: It would be easier to be optimistic about Morton if he were younger, but he’ll enter his age-22 season in 2023 and has yet to be tested at Double-A. If he can find a way to make more contact, he has interesting power, speed and defensive tools.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.227


	107


	352


	57







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	HiA


	.188


	5


	16


	1







	Minor League Totals


	.207


	189


	615


	95












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	80


	11


	4


	12


	47







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	3


	0


	0


	1


	4







	Minor League Totals


	127


	26


	9


	15


	77












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	21


	Augusta (CAR)


	56


	139


	12


	.341


	.384







	2022


	21


	Rome (SAL)


	1


	6


	0


	.235


	.375







	Minor League Totals


	94


	252


	27


	.322


	.351
















29 MAHKI BACKSTROM, OF




BA GRADE: 45/Extreme


Hit: 25


Power: 60


Speed: 30


Fielding: 40


Arm: 50





Born: October 10, 2001. B-T: L-L. HT: 6-5. WT: 220. Drafted: HS—Gardena, Calif., 2019 (18th round). Signed by: Kevin Martin.


TRACK RECORD: One of the youngest players in the 2019 draft, Backstrom had impressive bat speed and raw power but lacked refinement in all phases of the game. The Braves signed him for $400,000 in the 18th round, and in three years he’s struggled to make contact but shown impressive impact.


SCOUTING REPORT: Backstrom is a large and physical, lefthanded-hitting first baseman listed at 6-foot-5, 220 pounds. The power that comes from that build is Backstrom’s calling card, and he can boast some of the best raw power in the minor leagues, evidenced by a near 110 mph 90th percentile exit velocity mark that was the best in Atlanta’s system in 2022. His contact ability is at the opposite end of the spectrum with his 45.9% whiff rate among the worst for Braves minor leaguers. He has a career 37.5% strikeout rate in Rookie ball and Low-A. Backstrom still managed to be an above-average hitter with a 117 wRC+ with Augusta, thanks to a 17% walk rate and solid eye. He provides little value defensively and on the bases, with a first base-only profile and well below-average speed.


THE FUTURE: Backstrom has eye-popping power potential, but it’s hard to see him finding a way to access that power against upper-level arms without significantly improving his bat-to-ball skills.






	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	Lvl


	AVG


	G


	AB


	R







	2022


	20


	Augusta (CAR)


	LoA


	.205


	79


	263


	48







	Minor League Totals


	.211


	143


	455


	75












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	H


	2B


	3B


	HR


	RBI







	2022


	20


	Augusta (CAR)


	54


	15


	5


	10


	48







	Minor League Totals


	96


	25


	7


	15


	68












	Year


	Age


	Club (League)


	BB


	SO


	SB


	OBP


	SLG







	2022


	20


	Augusta (CAR)


	56


	124


	8


	.355


	.414







	Minor League Totals


	90


	207


	10


	.348


	.396
















30 AUSTIN SMITH, RHP




BA GRADE: 35/High


Fastball: 55


Slider: 60


Control: 35





Born: June 22, 1999. B-T: R-R. HT: 6-3. WT: 210. Drafted: Arizona, 2021 (18th round). Signed by: Ted Lekas.


TRACK RECORD: Smith was a standout starter for Division III Southwestern (Texas), but after transferring to Arizona his struggles with control limited him in a split starter/reliever role. The Braves took a chance on him and signed him for $80,000 in the 18th round in 2021. Smith closed games for High-A Rome in 2022 and showed swing-and-miss stuff in the Arizona Fall League after the season.


SCOUTING REPORT: Smith has a solid pitching frame at 6-foot-3, 210 pounds, but he’s a straight reliever who pitches with a high-effort, violent delivery that features plenty of head whack and recoil. He pitches with a fastball and slider, and both offerings have plus potential. His fastball sits in the 94-95 mph range and touches 97, with solid riding life. His slider is a firm, upper-80s breaking ball that features tight and hard sweeping shape at the bottom of the zone and generated whiffs more than 35% of the time in 2022. His stuff is good enough to miss bats, and he has pitched to nearly a 30% strikeout rate overall with Low-A Augusta and High-A Rome in two seasons. That remained the case against AFL hitters when he struck out 14 of the 47 batters he faced.
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		8. Joey Ortiz, SS/2B



		9. Kyle Stowers, OF



		10. Coby Mayo, 3B



		11. Dylan Beavers, OF



		12. Heston Kjerstad, OF



		13. Cade Povich, LHP



		14. Jud Fabian, OF



		15. Samuel Basallo, C



		16. Seth Johnson, RHP



		17. Terrin Vavra, 2B



		18. Darell Hernaiz, SS



		19. Mike Baumann, RHP



		20. Max Wagner, 3B



		21. Justin Armbruester, RHP



		22. Noah Denoyer, RHP



		23. Chayce McDermott, RHP



		24. Drew Rom, LHP



		25. Cesar Prieto, 3B



		26. Hudson Haskin, OF



		27. John Rhodes, OF



		28. Carlos Tavera, RHP



		29. Frederick Bencosme, SS



		30. Anderson De Los Santos, 3B









		Boston Red Sox



		1. Marcelo Mayer, SS



		2. Triston Casas, 1B



		3. Ceddanne Rafaela, OF/SS



		4. Masataka Yoshida, OF



		5. Miguel Bleis, OF



		6. Mikey Romero, SS/2B



		7. Nick Yorke, 2B



		8. Bryan Mata, RHP



		9. Roman Anthony, OF



		10. Brandon Walter, LHP



		11. Eddinson Paulino, SS/3B



		12. Wikelman Gonzalez, RHP



		13. Chris Murphy, LHP



		14. Blaze Jordan, 1B/3B



		15. Nathan Hickey, C



		16. Brainer Bonaci, SS/2B/3B



		17. Luis Perales, RHP



		18. Matthew Lugo, SS/3B/2B



		19. Enmanuel Valdez, 2B



		20. Connor Wong, C



		21. Cutter Coffey, SS/3B/2B



		22. Wilyer Abreu, OF



		23. Niko Kavadas, 1B



		24. Brooks Brannon, C



		25. Elmer Rodriguez-Cruz, RHP



		26. Chase Meidroth, 2B



		27. Zack Kelly, RHP



		28. Dalton Rogers, LHP



		29. Luis Ravelo, SS



		30. David Hamilton, SS/2B









		Chicago Cubs



		1. Pete Crow-Armstrong, OF



		2. Brennen Davis, OF



		3. Kevin Alcantara, OF



		4. Matt Mervis, 1B



		5. Cade Horton, RHP



		6. Ben Brown, RHP



		7. Cristian Hernandez, SS



		8. Hayden Wesneski, RHP



		9. Miguel Amaya, C



		10. Caleb Kilian, RHP



		11. Jordan Wicks, LHP



		12. Alexander Canario, OF



		13. Owen Caissie, OF



		14. Daniel Palencia, RHP



		15. Jackson Ferris, LHP



		16. Moises Ballesteros, C



		17. D.J. Herz, LHP



		18. James Triantos, 3B



		19. Yohendrick Pinango, OF



		20. Javier Assad, RHP



		21. Kevin Made, SS



		22. Porter Hodge, RHP



		23. Darius Hill, OF



		24. Chase Strumpf, 2B/3B



		25. Pablo Aliendo, C



		26. Luis Devers, RHP



		27. Pedro Ramirez, 2B



		28. Cam Sanders, RHP



		29. Kohl Franklin, RHP



		30. Riley Thompson, RHP









		Chicago White Sox



		1. Colson Montgomery, SS



		2. Oscar Colas, OF



		3. Bryan Ramos, 3B



		4. Noah Schultz, LHP



		5. Sean Burke, RHP



		6. Cristian Mena, RHP



		7. Peyton Pallette, RHP



		8. Norge Vera, RHP



		9. Jose Rodriguez, SS/2B



		10. Lenyn Sosa, SS/2B



		11. Jonathan Cannon, RHP



		12. Matthew Thompson, RHP



		13. Kohl Simas, RHP



		14. Jared Kelley, RHP



		15. Tanner McDougal, RHP



		16. Yoelqui Cespedes, OF



		17. Wilfred Veras, OF/3B



		18. Wes Kath, 3B



		19. Jordan Sprinkle, SS



		20. Luis Mieses, OF



		21. Jonathan Stiever, RHP



		22. Jason Bilous, RHP



		23. Ryan Burrowes, SS



		24. Yolbert Sanchez, 2B



		25. Terrell Tatum, OF



		26. Erick Hernandez, OF



		27. Loidel Chapelli, 2B



		28. Tyler Schweitzer, LHP



		29. Andrew Dalquist, RHP



		30. Adam Hackenberg, C









		Cincinnati Reds



		1. Elly De La Cruz, SS



		2. Noelvi Marte, SS



		3. Edwin Arroyo, SS



		4. Cam Collier, 3B



		5. Christian Encarnacion-Strand, 3B/1B



		6. Chase Petty, RHP



		7. Spencer Steer, 3B/2B



		8. Sal Stewart, 3B



		9. Connor Phillips, RHP



		10. Brandon Williamson, LHP



		11. Andrew Abbott, LHP



		12. Matt McLain, 2B/SS



		13. Ricardo Cabrera, SS



		14. Jay Allen, OF



		15. Levi Stoudt, RHP



		16. Carlos Jorge, 2B



		17. Victor Acosta, SS



		18. Michael Siani, OF



		19. Leonardo Balcazar, SS



		20. Joe Boyle, RHP



		21. Ariel Almonte, OF



		22. Ricky Karcher, RHP



		23. Logan Tanner, C



		24. Hector Rodriguez, OF



		25. Justin Boyd, OF



		26. Cade Hunter, C



		27. Lyon Richardson, RHP



		28. Yerlin Confidan, OF



		29. Casey Legumina, RHP



		30. Rece Hinds, OF









		Cleveland Guardians



		1. Daniel Espino, RHP



		2. Gavin Williams, RHP



		3. Bo Naylor, C



		4. George Valera, OF



		5. Brayan Rocchio, SS/2B



		6. Logan T. Allen, LHP



		7. Tanner Bibee, RHP



		8. Angel Martinez, SS/2B



		9. Chase DeLauter, OF



		10. Will Brennan, OF



		11. Tyler Freeman, 2B/SS



		12. Gabriel Arias, SS



		13. Justin Campbell, RHP



		14. Jose Tena, SS



		15. Jake Fox, 2B/OF



		16. Juan Brito, 2B



		17. Cody Morris, RHP



		18. Joey Cantillo, LHP



		19. Parker Messick, LHP



		20. Jhonkensy Noel, OF/3B



		21. Gabriel Rodriguez, 3B



		22. Xzavion Curry, RHP



		23. Angel Genao, SS



		24. Richie Palacios, OF/2B



		25. Petey Halpin, OF



		26. Hunter Gaddis, RHP



		27. Doug Nikhazy, LHP



		28. Tanner Burns, RHP



		29. Will Benson, OF



		30. Bryan Lavastida, C









		Colorado Rockies



		1. Ezequiel Tovar, SS



		2. Zac Veen, OF



		3. Drew Romo, C



		4. Adael Amador, SS



		5. Gabriel Hughes, RHP



		6. Benny Montgomery, OF



		7. Warming Bernabel, 3B



		8. Sterlin Thompson, OF



		9. Jordy Vargas, RHP



		10. Jordan Beck, OF



		11. Jackson Cox, RHP



		12. Victor Juarez, RHP



		13. Yanquiel Fernandez, OF



		14. Hunter Goodman, C



		15. Jaden Hill, RHP



		16. Michael Toglia, 1B



		17. Jeff Criswell, RHP



		18. Julio Carreras, SS



		19. Nolan Jones, 3B



		20. Angel Chivilli, RHP



		21. Brenton Doyle, OF



		22. Juan Guerrero, OF



		23. Dyan Jorge, SS



		24. Carson Palmquist, LHP



		25. Gavin Hollowell, RHP



		26. Alberto Pacheco, LHP



		27. Bryant Betancourt, C/1B



		28. Ryan Ritter, SS



		29. Connor Staine, RHP



		30. Michael Prosecky, LHP









		Detroit Tigers



		1. Jackson Jobe, RHP



		2. Jace Jung, 2B



		3. Wilmer Flores, RHP



		4. Ty Madden, RHP



		5. Colt Keith, 3B



		6. Peyton Graham, SS



		7. Dillon Dingler, C



		8. Kerry Carpenter, OF



		9. Ryan Kreidler, SS



		10. Justyn-Henry Malloy OF/3B



		11. Reese Olson, RHP



		12. Parker Meadows, OF



		13. Cristian Santana, SS



		14. Roberto Campos, OF



		15. Izaac Pacheco, 3B



		16. Joey Wentz, LHP



		17. Dylan Smith, RHP



		18. Andre Lipcius, 2B/3B



		19. Wenceel Perez, 2B



		20. Mason Englert, RHP



		21. Troy Melton, RHP



		22. Josh Crouch, C



		23. Manuel Sequera, SS/3B



		24. Abel Bastidas, SS



		25. Adinso Reyes, SS



		26. Brant Hurter, LHP



		27. Gage Workman, 3B



		28. Javier Osorio, SS



		29. Jose De La Cruz, OF



		30. Eliezer Alfonzo Jr., C









		Houston Astros



		1. Hunter Brown, RHP



		2. Yainer Diaz, C



		3. Drew Gilbert, OF



		4. Jacob Melton, OF



		5. David Hensley, SS/3B



		6. Pedro Leon, OF



		7. Korey Lee, C



		8. Spencer Arrighetti, RHP



		9. Justin Dirden, OF



		10. Miguel Ullola, RHP



		11. Colin Barber, OF



		12. Andrew Taylor, RHP



		13. Joe Perez, 3B



		14. Kenedy Corona, OF



		15. Misael Tamarez, RHP



		16. Quincy Hamilton, OF



		17. Joey Loperfido, 1B/OF



		18. Will Wagner, 2B/3B



		19. Trey Dombroski, LHP



		20. Ryan Clifford, OF



		21. J.P. France, RHP



		22. Jaime Melendez, RHP



		23. J.J. Matijevic, 1B/ OF



		24. Jose Fleury, RHP



		25. Michael Knorr, RHP



		26. Parker Mushinski, LHP



		27. Shawn Dubin, RHP



		28. Colton Gordon, LHP



		29. Corey Julks, OF



		30. Forrest Whitley, RHP









		Kansas City Royals



		1. Gavin Cross, OF



		2. Cayden Wallace, 3B



		3. Drew Waters, OF



		4. Ben Kudrna, RHP



		5. Frank Mozzicato, LHP



		6. Maikel Garcia, SS



		7. Tyler Gentry, OF



		8. Nick Loftin, 3B/OF



		9. Angel Zerpa, LHP



		10. Carter Jensen, C



		11. Jonathan Bowlan, RHP



		12. Asa Lacy, LHP



		13. Beck Way, RHP



		14. Alec Marsh, RHP



		15. Andrew Hoffmann, RHP



		16. T.J. Sikkema, LHP



		17. Jackson Kowar, RHP



		18. Max Castillo, RHP



		19. Diego Hernandez, OF



		20. Mason Barnett, RHP



		21. Austin Charles, SS



		22. Luca Tresh, C



		23. Noah Cameron, LHP



		24. Samad Taylor, 2B/OF



		25. Peyton Wilson, 2B



		26. Chander Champlain, RHP



		27. Ben Hernandez, RHP



		28. Steven Zobac, RHP



		29. Lizandro Rodriguez, 2B



		30. Daniel Vazquez, SS









		Los Angeles Angels



		1. Logan O’Hoppe, C



		2. Zach Neto, SS



		3. Chase Silseth, RHP



		4. Edgar Quero, C



		5. Ky Bush, LHP



		6. Denzer Guzman, SS



		7. Sam Bachman, RHP



		8. Werner Blakely, 3B



		9. Nelson Rada, OF



		10. Ben Joyce, RHP



		11. Adrian Placencia, 2B



		12. Jake Madden, RHP



		13. Caden Dana, RHP



		14. Walbert Ureña, RHP



		15. Chris Rodriguez, RHP



		16. Kyren Paris, SS



		17. David Calabrese, OF



		18. Jeremiah Jackson, SS/2B



		19. Randy de Jesus, OF



		20. Ryan Costeiu, RHP



		21. Coleman Crow, RHP



		22. Landon Marceaux, RHP



		23. Mason Erla, RHP



		24. Jordyn Adams, OF



		25. Arol Vera, SS



		26. Livan Soto, SS



		27. Eric Torres, LHP



		28. Luke Murphy, RHP



		29. Victor Mederos, RHP



		30. Dario Laverde, C









		Los Angeles Dodgers



		1. Diego Cartaya, C



		2. Bobby Miller, RHP



		3. Miguel Vargas, 3B



		4. Michael Busch, 2B



		5. Ryan Pepiot, RHP



		6. Gavin Stone, RHP



		7. Andy Pages, OF



		8. Dalton Rushing, C



		9. Nick Nastrini, RHP



		10. James Outman, OF



		11. Jacob Amaya, SS



		12. Nick Frasso, RHP



		13. Josue De Paula, OF



		14. Emmet Sheehan, RHP



		15. Eddys Leonard, SS/2B



		16. Ronan Kopp, LHP



		17. River Ryan, RHP



		18. Jonny DeLuca, OF



		19. Michael Grove, RHP



		20. Maddux Bruns, LHP



		21. Jorbit Vivas, 2B



		22. Devin Mann, 2B/OF



		23. Landon Knack, RHP



		24. Jose Ramos, OF



		25. Yeiner Fernandez, C/2B



		26. Peter Heubeck, RHP



		27. Damon Keith, OF



		28. Kyle Hurt, RHP



		29. Carlos Duran, RHP



		30. Justin Wrobleski, LHP









		Miami Marlins



		1. Eury Perez, RHP



		2. Max Meyer, RHP



		3. Jacob Berry, 3B



		4. Jose Salas, SS/3B



		5. Yiddi Cappe, SS/3B



		6. Sixto Sanchez, RHP



		7. Jake Eder, LHP



		8. Dax Fulton, LHP



		9. Peyton Burdick, OF



		10. Jordan Groshans, SS/3B



		11. Xavier Edwards, 2B/SS



		12. Joe Mack, C



		13. Jacob Miller, RHP



		14. Nasim Nuñez, SS



		15. Kahlil Watson, SS



		16. Karson Milbrandt, RHP



		17. Nic Enright, RHP



		18. Ian Lewis, 2B



		19. Antony Peguero, OF



		20. Marco Vargas, 2B



		21. Jose Gerardo, OF



		22. Bryan Hoeing, RHP



		23. Jerar Encarnacion, OF



		24. Josh Simpson, LHP



		25. George Soriano, RHP



		26. Sean Reynolds, RHP



		27. Zach McCambley, RHP



		28. Franklin Sanchez, RHP



		29. Byron Chourio, OF



		30. Paul McIntosh, C









		Milwaukee Brewers



		1. Jackson Chourio, OF



		2. Sal Frelick, OF



		3. Joey Wiemer, OF



		4. Brice Turang, SS/OF



		5. Garrett Mitchell, OF



		6. Jeferson Quero, C



		7. Jacob Misiorowski, RHP



		8. Esteury Ruiz, OF



		9. Tyler Black, 2B/OF



		10. Eric Brown Jr., SS



		11. Robert Gasser, LHP



		12. Robert Moore, 2B



		13. Luis Lara, OF



		14. Abner Uribe, RHP



		15. Carlos Rodriguez, RHP



		16. Logan Henderson, RHP



		17. Ethan Small, LHP



		18. Felix Valerio, 2B/OF



		19. Hendry Mendez, OF



		20. Hedbert Perez, OF



		21. Daniel Guilarte, SS



		22. Gregory Barrios, SS



		23. Matt Wood, C



		24. Cam Robinson, RHP



		25. Dylan O’Rae, SS



		26. Luke Adams, 3B



		27. Victor Castaneda, RHP



		28. Jadher Areinamo, 2B/3B/SS



		29. Eduardo Garcia, SS



		30. Freddy Zamora, SS









		Minnesota Twins



		1. Royce Lewis, SS



		2. Brooks Lee, SS



		3. Emmanuel Rodriguez, OF



		4. Edouard Julien, 2B/1B



		5. Connor Prielipp, LHP



		6. Matt Wallner, OF



		7. Marco Raya, RHP



		8. Louie Varland, RHP



		9. David Festa, RHP



		10. Simeon Woods Richardson, RHP



		11. Matt Canterino, RHP



		12. Yasser Mercedes, OF



		13. Austin Martin, 2B/OF



		14. Jose Rodriguez, OF



		15. Noah Miller, SS



		16. Jordan Balazovic, RHP



		17. Danny De Andrade, SS



		18. Brent Headrick, LHP



		19. Misael Urbina, OF



		20. Alejandro Hidalgo, RHP



		21. Bryan Acuña, SS



		22. Ronny Henriquez, RHP



		23. Blayne Enlow, RHP



		24. Cole Sands, RHP



		25. Tanner Schobel, SS/2B



		26. Michael Helman, 2B/OF



		27. Sean Mooney, RHP



		28. Steven Cruz, RHP



		29. Jaylen Nowlin, LHP



		30. Aaron Sabato, 1B









		New York Mets



		1. Francisco Alvarez, C



		2. Kodai Senga, RHP



		3. Brett Baty, 3B/OF



		4. Kevin Parada, C



		5. Alex Ramirez, OF



		6. Jett Williams, SS



		7. Mark Vientos, 3B



		8. Ronny Mauricio, SS



		9. Blade Tidwell, RHP



		10. Calvin Ziegler, RHP



		11. Matt Allan, RHP



		12. Dominic Hamel, RHP



		13. Mike Vasil, RHP



		14. Jesus Baez, SS/3B



		15. Joel Diaz, RHP



		16. Jordany Ventura, RHP



		17. Layonel Ovalles, RHP



		18. Jose Butto, RHP



		19. Luis Rodriguez, LHP



		20. Junior Santos, RHP



		21. Nick Morabito, OF



		22. Dangelo Sarmiento, SS



		23. Jacob Reimer, 3B



		24. Luis Moreno, RHP



		25. Javier Atencio, LHP



		26. Zach Greene, RHP



		27. Christian Scott, RHP



		28. Eric Orze, RHP



		29. William Lugo, 3B/SS



		30. Grant Hartwig, RHP









		New York Yankees



		1. Anthony Volpe, SS



		2. Oswald Peraza, SS



		3. Jasson Dominguez, OF



		4. Everson Pereira, OF



		5. Austin Wells, C



		6. Spencer Jones, OF



		7. Will Warren, RHP



		8. Drew Thorpe, RHP



		9. Randy Vasquez, RHP



		10. Estevan Florial, OF



		11. Luis Gil, RHP



		12. Luis Serna, RHP



		13. Roderick Arias, SS



		14. Trey Sweeney, SS



		15. Elijah Dunham, OF



		16. Engelth Ureña, C



		17. Tyler Hardman, 3B



		18. Richard Fitts, RHP



		19. Anthony Hall, OF



		20. Trystan Vrieling, RHP



		21. Clayton Beeter, RHP



		22. Omar Gonzalez, RHP



		23. Angel Benitez, RHP



		24. Greg Weissert, RHP



		25. Antonio Gomez, C



		26. Yoendrys Gomez, RHP



		27. Carson Coleman, RHP



		28. Jhony Brito, RHP



		29. Jared Serna, 2B



		30. Juan Carela, RHP









		Oakland Athletics



		1. Tyler Soderstrom, C/1B



		2. Zack Gelof, 2B/3B



		3. Mason Miller, RHP



		4. Ken Waldichuk, LHP



		5. Max Muncy, SS



		6. Daniel Susac, C



		7. Lawrence Butler, OF/1B



		8. Denzel Clarke, OF



		9. Jordan Diaz, 2B/1B



		10. Luis Medina, RHP



		11. Henry Bolte, OF



		12. Gunnar Hoglund, RHP



		13. J.T. Ginn, RHP



		14. Hogan Harris, LHP



		15. Brett Harris, 3B



		16. Joey Estes, RHP



		17. Ryan Cusick, RHP



		18. Clark Elliott, OF



		19. Euribiel Angeles, 2B/SS



		20. Ryan Noda, 1B



		21. Garrett Acton, RHP



		22. Colin Peluse, RHP



		23. Brayan Buelvas, OF



		24. Jefferson Jean, RHP



		25. Jorge Juan, RHP



		26. Pedro Pineda, OF



		27. Logan Davidson, SS/3B



		28. Junior Perez, OF



		29. Kyle Virbitsky, RHP



		30. Cooper Bowman, 2B









		Philadelphia Phillies



		1. Andrew Painter, RHP



		2. Mick Abel, RHP



		3. Griff McGarry, RHP



		4. Justin Crawford, OF



		5. Johan Rojas, OF



		6. Hao Yu Lee, SS/2B



		7. Erik Miller, LHP



		8. Gabriel Rincones, OF



		9. Simon Muzziotti, OF



		10. Ethan Wilson, OF



		11. Alex McFarlane, RHP



		12. Andrew Baker, RHP



		13. Francisco Morales, RHP



		14. William Bergolla Jr., SS



		15. Jordan Viars, OF



		16. Hans Crouse, RHP



		17. Rickardo Perez, C



		18. Christian McGowan, RHP



		19. Micah Ottenbreit, RHP



		20. Carlos De La Cruz, OF



		21. Jaydenn Estanista, RHP



		22. Jhailyn Ortiz, OF



		23. Donny Sands, C



		24. Emaarion Boyd, OF



		25. Yhoswar Garcia, OF



		26. Orion Kerkering, RHP



		27. Rafael Marchan, C



		28. Alex Rao, RHP



		29. Enrique Segura, RHP



		30. Tommy McCollum, RHP









		Pittsburgh Pirates



		1. Endy Rodriguez, C



		2. Termarr Johnson, 2B



		3. Henry Davis, C



		4. Luis Ortiz, RHP



		5. Quinn Priester, RHP



		6. Bubba Chandler, RHP



		7. Liover Peguero, SS



		8. Nick Gonzales, 2B



		9. Mike Burrows, RHP



		10. Thomas Harrington, RHP



		11. Jared Jones, RHP



		12. Ji-Hwan Bae, 2B/OF



		13. Anthony Solometo, LHP



		14. Kyle Nicolas, RHP



		15. Jared Triolo, 3B



		16. Matt Gorski, OF



		17. Hunter Barco, LHP



		18. Michael Kennedy, LHP



		19. Canaan Smith-Njigba, OF



		20. Malcom Nuñez, 1B



		21. Carmen Mlodzinski, RHP



		22. Cody Bolton, RHP



		23. Dariel Lopez, 3B



		24. Tsung-Che Cheng, SS



		25. Colin Selby, RHP



		26. Rodolfo Nolasco, OF



		27. Axiel Plaz, C



		28. Lonnie White Jr., OF



		29. Andres Alvarez, 3B/2B/SS



		30. Tyler Samaniego, LHP









		St. Louis Cardinals



		1. Jordan Walker, 3B



		2. Tink Hence, RHP



		3. Masyn Winn, SS



		4. Matthew Liberatore, LHP



		5. Cooper Hjerpe, LHP



		6. Alec Burleson, OF



		7. Gordon Graceffo, RHP



		8. Ivan Herrera, C



		9. Michael McGreevy, RHP



		10. Jonathan Mejia, SS



		11. Zack Thompson, LHP



		12. Leonardo Bernal, C



		13. Joshua Baez, OF



		14. Brycen Mautz, LHP



		15. Pete Hansen, LHP



		16. Inohan Paniagua, RHP



		17. Alec Willis, RHP



		18. Moises Gomez, OF



		19. Connor Thomas, LHP



		20. Austin Love, RHP



		21. Max Rajcic, RHP



		22. Jimmy Crooks III, C



		23. Freddy Pacheco, RHP



		24. Jake Walsh, RHP



		25. Mike Antico, OF



		26. Ian Bedell, RHP



		27. Zane Mills, RHP



		28. Trent Baker, RHP



		29. Ryan Loutos, RHP



		30. Guillermo Zuniga, RHP









		San Diego Padres



		1. Jackson Merrill, SS



		2. Dylan Lesko, RHP



		3. Luis Campusano, C



		4. Samuel Zavala, OF



		5. Robby Snelling, LHP



		6. Victor Lizarraga, RHP



		7. Adam Mazur, RHP



		8. Jay Groome, LHP



		9. Eguy Rosario, 2B/3B



		10. Nerwilian Cedeño, 2B



		11. Rosman Verdugo, 2B/3B



		12. Jairo Iriarte, RHP



		13. Korry Howell, OF



		14. Henry Williams, RHP



		15. Lamar King Jr., C



		16. Joshua Mears, OF



		17. Reiss Knehr, RHP



		18. Noel Vela, LHP



		19. Jakob Marsee, OF



		20. Nathan Martorella, 1B



		21. Garrett Hawkins, RHP



		22. Alek Jacob, RHP



		23. Isaiah Lowe, RHP



		24. Zack Qin, LHP



		25. Ryan Bergert, RHP



		26. Yendry Rojas, SS



		27. Kobe Robinson, RHP



		28. Angel Felipe, RHP



		29. Tom Cosgrove, LHP



		30. Tirso Ornelas, OF









		San Francisco Giants



		1. Marco Luciano, SS



		2. Kyle Harrison, LHP



		3. Casey Schmitt, 3B



		4. Grant McCray, OF



		5. Luis Matos, OF



		6. Vaun Brown, OF



		7. Aeverson Arteaga, SS



		8. Carson Whisenhunt, LHP



		9. Mason Black, RHP



		10. Eric Silva, RHP



		11. Reggie Crawford, LHP/1B



		12. Carson Seymour, RHP



		13. Landen Roupp, RHP



		14. Keaton Winn, RHP



		15. Heliot Ramos, OF



		16. Jairo Pomares, OF



		17. Cole Waites, RHP



		18. Adrian Sugastey, C



		19. Ryan Murphy, RHP



		20. Will Bednar, RHP



		21. Wade Meckler, OF



		22. Nick Swiney, LHP



		23. Blake Sabol, C/OF



		24. William Kempner, RHP



		25. Patrick Bailey, C



		26. Matt Mikulski, LHP



		27. RJ Dabovich, RHP



		28. Randy Rodriguez, RHP



		29. Jose Cruz, RHP



		30. Hayden Birdsong, RHP









		Seattle Mariners



		1. Harry Ford, C



		2. Cole Young, SS



		3. Bryce Miller, RHP



		4. Gabriel Gonzalez, OF



		5. Emerson Hancock, RHP



		6. Taylor Dollard, RHP



		7. Bryan Woo, RHP



		8. Michael Arroyo, SS



		9. Tyler Locklear, 3B



		10. Prelander Berroa, RHP



		11. Jonatan Clase, OF



		12. Zach DeLoach, OF



		13. Walter Ford, RHP



		14. Lazaro Montes, OF



		15. Cade Marlowe, OF



		16. Axel Sanchez, SS



		17. Robert Perez Jr., 1B



		18. Michael Morales, RHP



		19. Isaiah Campbell, RHP



		20. Ashton Izzi, RHP



		21. Spencer Packard, OF



		22. Tyler Gough, RHP



		23. Travis Kuhn, RHP



		24. Kaden Polcovich, 2B



		25. Josh Hood, SS



		26. Alberto Rodriguez, OF



		27. Victor Labrada, OF



		28. Joseph Hernandez, RHP



		29. Starlin Aguilar, 3B



		30. Juan Pinto, LHP









		Tampa Bay Rays



		1. Shane Baz, RHP



		2. Curtis Mead, 2B/3B



		3. Taj Bradley, RHP



		4. Carson Williams, SS



		5. Kyle Manzardo, 1B



		6. Jonathan Aranda, 2B/1B



		7. Mason Auer, OF



		8. Junior Caminero, 3B/SS



		9. Mason Montgomery, LHP



		10. Cole Wilcox, RHP



		11. Osleivis Basabe, 2B/3B



		12. Brock Jones, OF



		13. Xavier Isaac, 1B



		14. Rene Pinto, C



		15. Willy Vasquez, 3B



		16. Kameron Misner, OF



		17. Santiago Suarez, RHP



		18. Heriberto Hernandez, OF



		19. Greg Jones, SS



		20. Colby White, RHP



		21. Ryan Cermak, OF



		22. Chandler Simpson, OF



		23. Carlos Colmenarez, SS



		24. Shane Sasaki, OF



		25. Marcus Johnson, RHP



		26. Calvin Faucher, RHP



		27. Kevin Kelly, RHP



		28. Austin Vernon, RHP



		29. Austin Shenton, 3B



		30. Ian Seymour, LHP









		Texas Rangers



		1. Evan Carter, OF



		2. Owen White, RHP



		3. Josh Jung, 3B



		4. Luisangel Acuña, SS/2B



		5. Anthony Gutierrez, OF



		6. Aaron Zavala, OF



		7. Jack Leiter, RHP



		8. Brock Porter, RHP



		9. Dustin Harris, OF/1B



		10. Kumar Rocker, RHP



		11. Justin Foscue, 2B



		12. Cole Winn, RHP



		13. Yeison Morrobel, OF



		14. Mitchell Bratt, LHP



		15. Cameron Cauley, SS



		16. Gleider Figuereo, 3B



		17. Zak Kent, RHP



		18. Danyer Cueva, SS



		19. Cole Ragans, LHP



		20. Emiliano Teodo, RHP



		21. Cody Bradford, LHP



		22. Thomas Saggese, 2B



		23. Chandler Pollard, SS



		24. Marcos Torres, OF



		25. Jonathan Ornelas, SS/OF



		26. Luis Ramirez, RHP



		27. Tekoah Roby, RHP



		28. Tommy Specht, OF



		29. Echedry Vargas, 3B



		30. JoJo Blackmon, OF









		Toronto Blue Jays



		1. Gabriel Moreno, C



		2. Ricky Tiedemann, LHP



		3. Yosver Zulueta, RHP



		4. Brandon Barriera, LHP



		5. Addison Barger, SS/3B



		6. Orelvis Martinez, SS/3B



		7. Tucker Toman, 3B/SS



		8. Cade Doughty, 2B/3B



		9. Hayden Juenger, RHP



		10. Nate Pearson, RHP



		11. Adam Macko, LHP



		12. Josh Kasevich, SS



		13. Dahian Santos, RHP



		14. Dasan Brown, OF



		15. Gabriel Martinez, OF



		16. Otto Lopez, 2B/SS



		17. Sem Robberse, RHP



		18. Hagen Danner, RHP



		19. Spencer Horwitz, 1B/OF



		20. Leo Jimenez, SS



		21. Kendry Rojas, LHP



		22. Manuel Beltre, SS



		23. Alejandro Melean, RHP



		24. Adrian Pinto, 2B



		25. Zach Britton, OF/C



		26. Damiano Palmegiani, 1B/3B



		27. Rainer Nuñez, 1B



		28. Yondrei Rojas, RHP



		29. C.J. Van Eyk, RHP



		30. Trent Palmer, RHP









		Washington Nationals



		1. James Wood, OF



		2. Robert Hassell III, OF



		3. Elijah Green, OF



		4. Cade Cavalli, RHP



		5. Brady House, SS



		6. Cristhian Vaquero, OF



		7. Jarlin Susana, RHP



		8. Jeremy De La Rosa, OF



		9. Jackson Rutledge, RHP



		10. TJ White, OF



		11. Jake Bennett, LHP



		12. Armando Cruz, SS



		13. Cole Henry, RHP



		14. Mitchell Parker, LHP



		15. Andry Lara, RHP



		16. Thad Ward, RHP



		17. Roismar Quintana, OF



		18. Matt Cronin, LHP



		19. Israel Pineda, C



		20. Jose Ferrer, LHP



		21. Zach Brzykcy, RHP



		22. Jake Irvin, RHP



		23. Evan Lee, LHP



		24. Trey Lipscomb, 3B



		25. Drew Millas, C



		26. Gerardo Carrillo, RHP



		27. Daylen Lile, OF



		28. Tim Cate, LHP



		29. Aldo Ramirez, RHP



		30. Will Frizzell, 1B
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Corbin Carroll (1)
Dominic Canzone (24)
Junior Franco

Druw Jones (3)
Jorge Barrosa (15)
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Wilderd Patino (14)
Kristian Robinson (30)

Deyvison De Los Santos (5)
Ruben Santana (17)

Jordan Lawlar (2)

Manuel Pefa (21)

lvan Melendez (12)

Johan Benitez
Gavin Conticello

Blaze Alexander (11) Andrew Pintar (25) Tristin English
Cristofer Torin (20) Jansel Luis
Ryan Bliss

Adrian Del Castillo
Kenny Castillo
Caleb Roberts

LHSP LHRP
Blake Walston (8) Andrew Saalfrank
Yu-Min Lin (18) Tyler Holton
Nate Savino (27) Kyle Backhus
Diomede Sierra Liam Norris

RHSP RHRP
Brandon Pfaadt (4) Justin Martinez (22)
Ryne Nelson (6) Carlos Vargas (23)
Drey Jameson (7) Conor Grammes (29)
Landon Sims (9) Christian Montes De Oca

Slade Cecconi (13) Luis Frias
Dylan Ray (19) Mitchell Stumpo
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