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Preface

			Bediüzzaman Said Nursi &
Prescriptions for a Healthy Social Life

			THE LEGACY OF BEDIUZZAMAN SAID NURSI’S (1877–1960) achievements, personality and character, and his continuing influence make him an important figure in the twentieth-century Muslim world. In a most effective and profound way Bediüzzaman represents Islam’s intellectual, moral, and spiritual strengths. He spent most of his life overflowing with love and ardor for Islam, employing a wise activism that is based on sound reasoning, and which was developed in the shade of the Qur’an and the Prophetic example.

			Much has been said and written about the lofty ideals which he pursued and his deep familiarity with the world and his times, as well as his simplicity and austerity, human tenderness, loyalty to friends, chastity, modesty, and contentedness. 

			Though strikingly simple in outward appearance, many of his ideas and activities are wholly original. He embraced humanity and was deeply opposed to unbelief, injustice, and deviation; Bediüzzaman strove against all kinds of tyranny, even at the cost of his life. His profound belief and feeling, when combined with his wise and rational ideas, and his problem-solving methods, produced an example of love, ardor, and feeling. He was extraordinarily balanced in his thoughts, acts, and methods of dealing with various matters; Said Nursi was a far-sighted man who assessed and judged the surrounding conditions and tried to solve the problems confronting him. 

			Many of his contemporaries acknowledged, either tacitly or explicitly, that Bediüzzaman was the most important thinker and writer of the twentieth-century Turkey, or even of the Muslim world. Despite this and his indisputable place in a new Islamic revival in the intellectual, social, and political conditions of his time, he remained a humble servant of God. His life exemplified his understanding of humility: “Desire for fame is the same as show and ostentation, and it is a ‘poisonous honey’ that extinguishes the vitality of the heart.” 

			Born in a small mountain village in eastern Turkey, Bediüzzaman voiced the sighs and laments of the entire Muslim world, as well as its belief, hopes and aspirations. He said: 

			I can bear my own sorrows, but the sorrows that arise from the calamities visited upon Islam and Muslims have crushed me. I feel each blow delivered to the Muslim world as if it were delivered first to my own heart. That is why I have been so shaken.

			He also said:

			During my life of over eighty years, I have tasted no worldly pleasure…. There has been no persecution I have not tasted, no oppression I have not suffered. I neither care for Paradise nor fear Hell. If I see my nation’s faith secured, I will not even care about burning in Hell, for while my body is burning, my heart will be as if in a rose garden.

			Bediüzzaman lived at a time of global crisis. Materialism was at its peak, Communism had a wide following, and Muslims were being urged to reject Islam. Shocked by the West’s scientific and military victories, and influenced by modern thought, Muslims were discarding their historical roots and sometimes their faith. Many Muslim intellectuals deviated from the Straight Path. Bediüzzaman, however, directed people to the source of belief and inculcated in them a strong hope for an overall revival. His writings displayed the truth of Islam and opposed the growing deviation. 

			At a time when science and philosophy were being used to produce young atheists and Nihilism was popular, when such things were done in the name of civilization, modernization, and contemporary thinking, Bediüzzaman strove for the overall revival of a people, breathing into their minds and spirits both modern and traditional education as well as spiritual training. 

			Bediüzzaman diagnosed the long-standing “diseases” that afflicted the Muslim communities and offered the most effective cures. Basing his activity on the Qur’an, the Sunna, the Islamic tradition, and natural phenomena (considered to be signs of Divine Existence and Unity), he concentrated, in order of importance, on supporting the pillars of Islam; the necessity of belief, worship, morality, and good conduct, as well as discovering the socio-economic issues facing contemporary Muslims.

			The Essence of Bediüzzaman’s Thinking and Activities

			During Bediüzzaman’s time and our own, ignorance of God and the Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, heedlessness of religious commandments, indifference to the Islamic dynamics of prosperity in both worlds, and ignorance of modern scientific knowledge have been among the primary factors of the backwardness of the Muslim world. Bediüzzaman maintained that if Muslims did not acquire modern scientific and religious knowledge or the ability to think systematically, and if they could not protect themselves against misleading trends of thought by acquiring true knowledge, they would never escape the backwardness into which they had fallen. 

			Ignorance was a source of Muslim poverty. Ignorance of the truth of Islam, when added to the ignorance of scientific and technological knowledge, resulted in vast plains remaining uncultivated and the natural wealth of Muslim lands flowing into the treasuries of others. Ignorance was a major reason for the internal conflicts of the Muslim world, as well as other problems. Although the Qur’an demands unity, Muslims were quarreling with each other even as their lands were being invaded by foreign forces and their people were being humiliated.

			At the same time, those Muslim intellectuals to whom the masses looked for leadership and salvation were attracted by the violent storm of denial that blew in from the West. Emerging in previous centuries from a humanity-centered world-view that was rooted in scientism, rationalism, and positivism, as well as from the contradictions between modern scientific findings and a Church opposed to science, this storm gradually robbed Europe of most of its belief in Christianity. Consequently, the Revelation was forced to yield to human reason. 

			This process, unparalleled in history, shook the “edifice” of Islam, which was already perceived as being old and decayed in many hearts and minds (both individual and communal), to its roots. Bediüzzaman believed that this “edifice” could be preserved from further destructive influences by presenting the essentials of Islam, with all its branches, to the minds and reason of modern men and women. According to him, the Muslim world, so clearly beached on the oceans of the modern world, would be able to sail freely again only if it underwent a successful, comprehensive renewal in all fields of Islam. 

			Bediüzzaman dedicated himself to expounding the pillars of Islam. Anti-Islamic trends and attitudes among intellectuals and the young, as a result of a deliberately positivist – even materialist – system of education, were on the rise. These factors forced Bediüzzaman to concentrate on the essentials of belief and worship and the main purposes that were pursued in the Qur’an, which he described as explaining and proving Divine Existence and Unity, Prophethood, Resurrection, and the necessity of worship and justice. He explains:

			The highest aim of creation and its most sublime result is belief in God. The most exalted rank of humanity is knowledge of God. The most radiant happiness and sweetest bounty for jinn and humanity is love of God contained within the knowledge of God; the purest joy for the human spirit and the purest delight for the human heart is the spiritual ecstasy contained within the love of God. Indeed, all true happiness, pure joy, sweet bounties, and unclouded pleasure are contained within the knowledge and love of God.

			Belief is not restricted to a brief affirmation based on imitation; rather, it has degrees and stages of expansion or development. It is like a seed growing into the state of a fully grown, fruit-bearing tree, or like the sun’s image in a mirror or in a drop of water to its images on the sea’s surface and to the sun itself. Belief contains so many truths pertaining to all the Names of God and the realities contained in the universe that the most perfect human science, knowledge, and virtue is belief and knowledge of God that originates in a belief based on argument and investigation. While belief based on imitation can be refuted through doubt and questions raised by modern thought, belief based on argument and investigation has as many degrees and grades of manifestation as the number of Divine Names. Those who attain certainty of belief coming from direct observation of the truths on which belief is based study the universe as a kind of Qur’an. 

			The Qur’an, the universe, and humanity are three different manifestations of one truth. The Qur’an, having issued from the Divine Attribute of Speech, may be regarded as the universe written or composed. The universe, having originated in the Divine Attributes of Power and Will, may be considered as the Qur’an created. Since the universe is the counterpart of the Qur’an and, in one respect, the collection of Divine laws of creation, sciences that study the universe cannot be incompatible with Islam. Therefore, in the present time (when science prevails) and in the future (the age of knowledge), true belief should be based on argument and investigation, on continual reflection on God’s “signs” in the universe, and on natural, social, historical, and psychological phenomena. Belief is not something based on blind imitation; rather, it should appeal to both the intellect/reason and the heart, for it combines the acceptance and affirmation of reason and the experience and submission of the heart. 

			There is another degree of belief, namely, certainty coming from direct experience of its truths. This depends on regular worship and reflection. One who has acquired such belief can challenge the entire world. So, our first and foremost duty is to acquire such belief and, in complete sincerity and purely for the sake of God, communicate it to others. A hadith relates that it is better for you if one embraces belief through you than for you to possess the entire world.

			As scientific studies and uncountable experiences clearly show, what is dominant in the order of the universe and in the basic purposes of the All-Majestic Maker for its existence are good, beauty, and perfection. For every branch of science that studies the universe indicates such a magnificent order and perfection with the general principles on which it is based that minds cannot conceive of something better than this universe. It is also an observable and experienced fact that evil, ugliness, falsehood, and badness are secondary and subordinate in creation. They are not the purposes of creation; rather, they exist indirectly and as measures of comparison. For example, ugliness serves for beauty to be manifested in various forms and degrees. Evil, and even Satan, have been allowed to attack humans so that they may function as a means for the development and perfection of human beings. In short, ugliness and evil have been created to serve as means for universal beauty and good.

			Good, perfection, and beauty are essential to the existence of the universe. So, humankind, who has sullied the earth with its injustices and unbelief, will not be able to go to non-existence without first suffering the punishment for such atrocities and then without being the means for the realization of the basic purposes for the existence of the universe (by observing the Divine order).

			In short, Bediüzzaman argues that belief consists of acquiring Islam in its entirety.

			Bediüzzaman saw that modern unbelief originated from science and philosophy. Paradoxically, the neglect of science and technology by Muslims is what had caused them to fall behind the West in economic and military fields. But the same science and technology that enabled the West to achieve global military and economic superiority had caused Western people to lose their faith and traditional moral and spiritual values, thus falling into pessimism, unhappiness, and spiritual crisis. This was natural, because although the Divine laws of nature (the subject-matter of science) are the counterpart of the Divine Scripture or Religion, they had been separated from one another in the West. Consequently, secular morality and economic self-interest had replaced religious and other traditional values. Bediüzzaman viewed nature as a collection of Divine signs, which meant that science and religion could not be in conflict; rather, they are two (apparently) different expressions of the same truth. Minds should be enlightened by science, while hearts need to be illumined by religion.

			Bediüzzaman’s prescriptions for a healthy social life 

			Bediüzzaman lived in a time of transition – the dying years of the Ottoman State and the formative years of the Turkish Republic. He completed the normal medrese (traditional religious school) education by the age of fourteen. However, even in his early years he was dissatisfied with the existing education system. Contrary to the centuries-old practice of religious scholars, he also studied natural and social sciences. He soon developed comprehensive proposals for reform, at the heart of which was his call for joining traditional religious sciences with modern secular sciences and establishing universities in major Turkish cities in which his proposals could be implemented. Although he twice received funds for his university and saw its foundations laid in 1913, it was never completed due to the consequences of the First World War and the vicissitudes of the time.

			During the earlier period of his life which coincided with the last years of the Ottoman State, Bediüzzaman Said Nursi was involved in the socio-political life of the country. He traveled much, held meetings with Kurdish leaders and religious scholars in the south-east of Turkey, visited the Balkans and the Caucasus, and saw first-hand the ignorance, poverty, and internal conflict prevalent in Turkey and the greater Muslim world. He was in Istanbul when Sultan Abdülhamid II was dethroned and Constitutionalism was declared. He severely criticized despotism in all fields of life and supported a constitutionalism based on the Islamic principle of consultation. He wrote many books or booklets during these years, such as Sunuhat (“Occurrences to the Heart”), Tulu‘at (“Flashes of Thoughts Rising in the Heart”), Rumuz (“Subtle Allusions”), Isharat (“Indications”), and Munazarat (“Discussions”). In these books or booklets, Bediüzzaman analyzed the condition of Muslims, the reasons why it was thus and discussed the ways this could be improved. He offered valuable prescriptions for a healthy social life. His two other books, Hakikat Çekirdekleri (“Seeds of Truths) and Leme‘at (“Gleams of Truth – Flowers from Seeds of Truths”), in which he offered very valuable criteria for sound thinking, can also be included in this series of works. 

			In 1911, he delivered a sermon in the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus to approximately 10,000 people, including 100 high-ranking scholars. In this sermon which was later published under the title of Khutba-i Shamiya (“The Sermon of Damascus”), and in the other books mentioned, Bediüzzaman analyzes why the Muslim world had remained immured in the “Middle Ages”: the growth of despair, the loss of truthfulness in social and political spheres, the love of belligerency and an ignorance of the bonds that is proper among believers, despotism in all fields of life, and egocentricity. He offered his cure: hope, truthfulness and trustworthiness, mutual love, consultation, solidarity, and freedom in accordance with Islam. He also emphasized the following points:

			History shows us that the development and civilization of Muslims is proportionate to their adherence to the truth of Islam, while the development and civilization of others is inversely proportionate to their religion. Also, the truth informs us that the awakening of humankind cannot be without religion. Particularly, a person who has awakened to the truth, coming to know true humanity, and who is a candidate for the future and eternity, cannot be so without religion. 

			We Muslims, who are the students of the Qur’an, follow proof and accept the truths of belief with our reason, intellect, and heart. Unlike some members of other religions, we do not abandon proof or blindly imitate religious leaders. Therefore, in the future, when reason, sciences, and knowledge will dominate, it will be the Qur’an, the decrees and propositions of which are all confirmed by reason, that will certainly rule. 

			No period of history, from the Age of Happiness until the present time, tells us of a Muslim who has preferred another religion over Islam, based on sound reasoning, and entered that religion based on a sound proof. It is true that there have been some who have left Islam; but this has been through imitation and is of no importance. If we demonstrate the perfections of Islamic morality and the truth of Islam through our acts, the followers of other religions will continue to enter it in greater numbers; even some whole regions and countries of the earth will accept it.

			Look, time does not move in a straight line so that its beginning and end grow distant from one another. Rather, like the movement of the earth, time moves by drawing a circle. It sometimes displays progress as an embodiment of spring and summer and sometimes displays decline as an embodiment of winter and a season of storms. So, just as every winter is followed by spring and every night by the morning, so too humankind will, God willing, also live a new morning and spring. From the Divine Mercy we can expect to see the true civilization marked by a general peace in the sun of the truth of Islam.

			After the First World War, Bediüzzaman Said Nursi completely withdrew from socio-political life. He referred to himself when involved in socio-political life as the Old or Former Said, and now was wholly devoted to explaining the truths of Islamic faith and the meaning and importance of worship and good conduct. However, after 1950 he revised those works belonging to his earlier period, and published them again. This book in your hand is the translation of a compilation made from these works.

			— Publisher

		

	


	
		
			

PART ONE

			Seeds of Truth

			In the Name of God, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

			All praise be to God, and all blessing and peace be upon our master Muhammad, his Family, and Companions.

			
					The prescription for a diseased age, an ailing nation, and a disabled people is to follow the Qur’an.

					The prescription for this glorious, though unfortunate continent, once so illustrious, yet now a humbled and wretched state, once so invaluable, yet now an undefended people, is unity under the guidance of Islam. 

					One who cannot turn the earth, planets, and stars as easily as turning the beads of a rosary cannot claim any part in creation, for everything is intertwined.

					The resurrection of all the dead on Judgment Day is as easy for God’s Power as rousing a fly in the spring from its winter sleep. For the Divine Power is and inherent in the Divine Being; It cannot change, decay, diminish, or be impeded. Being absolute, It accepts no degrees and everything is equal in relation to It. 

					The One Who has created the gnat’s eye is He Who has created the sun.

					The One Who has ordered the flea’s stomach is He Who has ordered the solar system.

					Seeing the universe’s miraculous order and harmony, all “natural” causes (supposing they have independent agency) bow and say: “All-Glorified are You. We have no power. You are the All-Glorious, the All-Wise.”

					As befits God’s Oneness and Majesty, causes have no real or creative effect in creation or in the functioning of the universe. But in the outward (corporeal) dimension of existence, causes function to veil the operation of the Divine Power so that certain seemingly disagreeable or banal entities and events will not be attributed directly to It.

					The inner dimension of everything in which Divine Power operates directly is absolutely pure and transparent.

					This visible, corporeal world is a lace veil before the unseen worlds.

					Creating a dot in the right place requires an infinite power that can create the entire universe. Every letter of this great Book of the Universe, particularly every “living” letter, has a face turned toward and an eye gazing at every one of its sentences.

					At the end of one Ramadan, people were trying to catch sight of the new crescent moon that marks the beginning ‘Iyd (the religious festive day). An old man claimed to see it. However, he did not know that what he saw was the curve of one of his own white eyelashes. How can an eyelash be equivalent to the crescent? How can the motion of minute atoms be accepted in place of the One Who forms entire species?

					Nature is a print or a model composed of unseen laws, but it is not the printer or composer. It is a design, not the designer, a recipient but not the agent; it is order, but not the one who puts things in order. It is a law, not a power. It is a collection of laws established by the Divine Will – the laws (that our minds can grasp but) that in themselves have no power or material reality.

					The feeling of attraction and being attracted felt in one’s (innate) human conscience is due to the attractive power of the truth.

					A thing’s innate drive or its God-given nature or disposition does not lie: For example, a seed’s urge to grow says: “I will grow into such-and-such a plant and produce fruit,” and then it does so. The urge for life in an egg tells it: “I will be a chick,” and then it becomes a chick. The water’s urge to freeze says: “I will take up more space,” and then it does so. Hard and solid iron cannot contradict this; rather, when frozen, water can split iron. Such drives and urges are manifestations of the Divine commands of creation that issue from the Divine Will.

					 The Eternal Power, Which ensures that ants have a leader and bees a queen, certainly would not deprive humanity of a Prophet’s leadership. Splitting the moon was one of his miracles shown in the visible, corporeal world.[1] His Ascension (to God’s “Presence”)[2] was his greatest miracle shown to the angels and spirit beings in the World of Inner Dimensions, and one that proved and showed the saintliness of his Prophethood. Through that miracle, that most illustrious being extended and diffused his radiance, like a flash of lightning or a bright moon, in the World of Inner Dimensions. 

					The two parts of the affirmation of belief – I bear witness that there is no deity but God, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger – attest to each other’s truth. The first is the a priori argument for the second, and the second is the a posteriori argument for the first.

					As life is a manifestation of unity in the sphere of multiplicity, it leads to unity, which enables one thing to own everything.

					 The spirit is a law with consciousness and a real, sensible existence. Like enduring laws of creation, the spirit also issues from the World of Divine Commands and the Attribute of Will. Divine Power clothes the spirit in an astral body or double (the etheric counterpart of the physical body) within a body of sensory organs. This spirit, which exists in each human being, is a counterpart of the laws of “nature,” which have theoretical, invisible existence. Both are unchanging and permanent, and come from the World of Divine Commands. If Eternal Power had clothed laws with external existence, each would have been a spirit; if the human spirit were stripped of consciousness, it would become an immaterial law.

					Existent beings are visible by the agency of light, and their existence is known through life. Light and life are each discoverers and revealers.

					Christianity will either vanish or be purified and abandon its struggle against Islam. It has split several times and produced Protestantism which, in turn, has split (into diverse sects and groupings) and (some) have approached monotheism. Christianity will split further, after which it will disappear or, finding the truths of Islam, which include the essentials of Jesus’ original religion, will follow Islam. This truth is indicated in a Prophetic Tradition: “Prophet Jesus will return to this world, join my community, and follow my Shari‘a.”[3] 

					The majority of common people (the masses) are drawn by the sacredness of authority, rather than (the strength of) proofs.

					Ninety percent of the Shari‘a consists of the essential and incontestable rules of Islam, and may be likened to diamond pillars. The remaining ten percent, which is open to interpretation and is to be determined by Islam’s legal authorities, may be likened to gold pieces. Ninety diamond pillars cannot be put under the protection of ten gold pieces. Rather, the religious books and judicial arguments and judgments should help us to understand the Qur’an better. They should serve as binoculars to see and as mirrors to reflect its meanings, not to veil or replace it.

					Individuals qualified to practice ijtihad[4] can proclaim a new law for themselves, but not for others or the Muslim community. 

					Before an idea related to the Religion can be extended to others, it must be accepted by the majority of scholars. If it is not, it will be regarded and rejected as an innovation that is contrary to Islam’s jurisprudential principles.

					Human beings, created with an inherently noble disposition, pursue the truth. But sometimes they happen to find and embrace a falsehood. While searching for the truth, they sometimes are unintentionally taken in by misguidance and, thinking it to be the truth, mistake it for the truth.

					 Many mirrors, each one more subtle than the other, reflect the Divine Power. They range from water to air, from air to ether, and thence to the World of Representations or Ideal Forms, and higher still to the World of Spirits and even to time and ideas. A word multiplies a million times in the mirror of air. The Pen of Divine Power accomplishes this in an amazing way. Things are reflected in these mirrors either with their apparent identities or with both identities and natures. Each reflection of a solid entity is a moving lifeless form; each reflection of a luminous spiritual entity is a living form connected to the original. Even if the reflection of a luminous entity is not identical to the original, it is not something different.

					Since the sun is shaken through its movement on its axis, its fruits (planets) do not fall. If it stopped shaking, its fruits would scatter.

					An idea is dark and spreads darkness unless illumined with the light of the heart. The white of the eye, which can be likened to the day, cannot engender sight until it is combined with the iris and pupil, which can be likened to night. In the same way, the “white portion” of an idea cannot engender sight of the truth unless combined with the heart’s “iris and pupil.”

					Knowledge without conviction is little better than ignorance. Siding with or adopting something is quite different from conviction.

					A fanciful, elaborate description of falsehood and decisive things misleads simple minds.

					A scholarly guide should be like a sheep, not like a female bird. A sheep gives its lamb her milk, whereas a female bird gives her chicks regurgitated food. 

					A thing’s existence depends upon the existence of all its parts. Since a thing’s non-existence is possible through the non-existence of some of its parts, an impotent person tends to be destructive in order to demonstrate their power; they act negatively instead of acting positively. 

					Principles of wisdom and laws of right have no effect upon ordinary people unless the former are combined with the law of the state and the latter with the rules of force.

					(In today’s world) injustice or tyranny wears the cap of justice, treachery has donned the cloak of patriotic zeal, jihad[5] is called aggression and a violation of human rights, and enslavement has been called freedom. In short, opposites have exchanged forms.

					Politics based on personal interest is bestial.

					Showing love for a hungry wild animal only excites its appetite. Moreover, after it has fed upon you, it demands further payment for feeding upon you.

					Time demonstrates that Paradise is not cheap and that Hell is not futile.

					The merits of those considered “the elite” have led them to arrogance and oppression, whereas these merits should inspire them to modesty and self-effacement. Instead of arousing compassion and benevolence, the destitution of the poor and the poverty of common people have caused their abasement and servitude.

					If honor and merit result from a thing, it is offered to the elite and leaders. But if vice and evil proceed from it, it is divided and distributed among the common people.

					If people have no goals to pursue, or if the main objective is forgotten or neglected, the minds turn to individual egos and revolve around them.

					The origin of all revolutions, all corruption, and the cause and source of all vices and moral failings can be summed up in two short phrases: The first is: “I am full, so what is it to me if others die of hunger?” And the second is: “You will suffer so I may be comfortable. You will work so that I may eat.” There is one single cure for the lethal poison of the first word that will cut it to the root: this is the Zakah enjoined and established by the Shari‘a. The cure for the second disease is the prohibition of usury and interest. Qur’anic justice stands at the door of humanity and turns away usury and interest, proclaiming: “You have no right to enter!” Yet humanity has ignored this prohibition and suffered a great blow.[6] It must heed it now to avoid receiving a greater one.[7] 

					Wars between nations and states are being replaced by class war, for people do not want to be either slaves or wage-earners.

					One who follows an unlawful way (in Islam) for a lawful objective generally attains the opposite result of what they intended. The reward for an un-Islamic love, like that of (the second) Europe[8], is the Beloved’s pitiless enmity.

					The past and all calamities should be considered in the light of Destiny. The future and sins committed should be referred to human free will and responsibility. This reconciles the extremes of jabr (fatalism) and i‘tizal (denying Destiny’s role in our actions). 

					You should not seek solace in displaying impotence in what you can do or find a solution for, nor should you lament over what you cannot do or find a solution for.

					Wounds related to one’s life can be healed, but wounds inflicted upon the dignity of Islam and the national honor are too deep to heal. 

					Sometimes a single utterance drives an army to defeat, as a bullet may lead to the deaths of 30 million people.[9] Under the right conditions and circumstances, a (seemingly) insignificant act may cause its doer to be elevated to the highest of the high or reduced to the lowest of the low. 

					A single truth can bring down a heap of lies. A single reality is preferable to a heap of fancies.

					You must always speak the truth, but it is not right to speak every truth. 

					Those who attend the good side of everything contemplate the good. Those who contemplate the good enjoy life. 

					People are energized by ambition and hope and are demoralized by hope’s absence.

					From the time of its foundation, this Islamic State has seen itself as duty bound to sacrifice itself for the Islamic world and as the standard-bearer of the Caliphate; accordingly it undertook jihad, a collective religious obligation, to maintain Islamic independence and exalt the Word of God. The collapse of this state will be compensated for in the future with the Muslim world’s happiness and independence, for its collapse is a calamity that urges us to develop brotherhood and sisterhood, which is the yeast or catalyst of our lives as Muslims.

					Here is a demonstration of how the wheel of time rotates in the opposite direction: They attribute to Christianity the virtues of civilization which are not its property, while Islam is accused of encouraging backwardness, something which Islam is opposed to and fights.

					A fine but tarnished diamond is always preferable to a piece of glass, no matter how well polished.

					The intelligence of those who seek everything in matter (material existence) is in their eyes; however, the physical eye is blind to what is spiritual.

					If a metaphor falls from the hand of knowledge to that of ignorance, it is transformed into fact and opens the door onto superstition.

					Seeing and showing someone or something as having more than what God has favored them with is essentially not doing them a favor. Therefore, it is much better to describe everything as it really is. 

					Fame ascribes to the famous what they do not truly own.

					The Prophet’s sayings are the mine of life and inspire truths.

					The revival of Islam means the revival of the nation. The life of Islam is the light of life.

					The Qur’an is a mercy for humanity, and urges a civilization that secures the greatest happiness for the most people.

			

			Western civilization, in its present phase, is established upon five negative principles: It is based upon might or force; the basic characteristic of force is aggression. It seeks to realize individual self-interest, which causes people to rush madly upon things to possess them. It considers life to be a struggle or conflict, the essential characteristic of which is contention and mutual repulsion. The basic bond it offers for the unity of people is racism or negative nationalism, which “feeds” by swallowing others, and engenders terrible conflict. Its enchanting service is to excite lusts and passions and facilitate the gratification of animal desires, which brutalize people.

			As for the civilization which the Shari‘a of Islam comprises and orders: it rests upon right, not might or force, and right requires justice and balance. Its goal is virtue, not self-interest, and virtue spurs mutual affection and love. Its principle of life is cooperation or mutual help instead of conflict, and this leads to unity and solidarity. Its means of unity between people are the ties of religion and citizenship, in place of racism and negative nationalism; and these lead to internal peace and brotherhood (and sisterhood), and urge only self-defense against external aggression. In place of lust and passion, the form of service of the Shari‘a’s civilization is guidance and the essential characteristic of guidance is progress and prosperity in a way that is befitting to humanity, and spiritual and moral perfection. Never break with Islam, for it guarantees our survival. Stick to it, heart and soul, or we will perish utterly.

			
					A general calamity is the consequence of a general failing of most people. Every calamity is the consequence of a failing, but at the same time it is also a door that opens to a means of reward for Muslims.

					Martyrs know that they are alive. Since they do not experience dying as death, they see that their lives, sacrificed for God’s sake, are permanent, continual, and more refined.

					The pure, perfect justice of the Qur’an does not sacrifice the life of an innocent person even for the whole of humanity. In the sight of Divine Power and Justice, an individual’s life is equal to the life of humanity. Yet some people can be so selfish that they would destroy everything and annihilate all of humanity, even the whole world if they could, if it seems to be an obstacle to the fulfillment of their desires. 

					Timidity and weakness encourage external pressure and interference.

					Certain benefit should not be renounced for fear of potential harm. 

					Politics is now a disease like the Spanish flu.

					Tell a mad person repeatedly, “You are well,” and it is not unusual that they become cured. And tell a good one repeatedly, “You are bad,” and it is not rare that they become bad.

					The enemy of the enemy is a friend as long as he remains an enemy, and the friend of the enemy is an enemy as long as he remains a friend.

					An obstinate one behaves in this way: if a devil helps or supports someone or their side, they hail them as “an angel” and calls down blessings upon them. But if they see an angel on the opposing side, they view this as a devil in the guise of an angel, and they call down curses on them.

					The cure for an ailment may be harmful to another condition. Excessive doses of any medicine can cause new illnesses.

					A society in which there is solidarity is an instrument that has been created to stir up the inactive, while a community in which there is malicious envy is an instrument created to pacify the active.

					If there is not healthy and sincere unity in a community, it will weaken as its numbers increase merely through population growth. This is like the multiplication of fractions. The amount grows less in proportion to how many times it has been multiplied.[10] 

					Not affirming something’s existence is often confused with affirming that it does not exist. The absence of evidence that something exists may justify people’s not affirming its existence if they are not inclined to accept its existence. But affirming something’s non-existence requires clear evidence to prove its non-existence, for not affirming its existence is doubt, while affirming its non-existence is denial.

					Even if doubt about one point of belief invalidates one, or even a hundred, proofs for it, its truth remains intact as there are thousands of other proofs supporting it.

					Follow the consensus of the majority of believers. The Umayyads did so and finally joined the Ahlu’s-Sunna wa’l-Jama‘a[11], although at first they were not careful in following the Religion. But since the Shi‘a, who were careful and steadfast in adherence to the Religion in the beginning, preferred to remain a small minority, some among them eventually became Rafidis.[12]


					If there is consensus concerning what is good and true, and if seeking what is better and truer causes disagreement and discord, then what is true is truer than what is truer and what is good is better than what is better. So say: “My way is good and true,” but never: “My way is the only way, the truest and best.”

					Without Paradise, Hell’s torment could not be perceived or understood.

					As time grows older, the Qur’an grows younger, and its secrets and signs become clearer and better understood. As light may be mistaken for fire, forceful eloquence may sometimes be mistaken for exaggeration.

					Degrees in heat occur through the existence of cold; the degrees of beauty occur through the existence of ugliness. God’s Eternal Power is an essential Attribute of Divine Being and inherent in His Essence. This Power has no degrees, since impotence cannot access It. Thus, everything is equal before It.

					Consider: The sun’s image in the sea and in its smallest wave or bubble has the same identity.

					Life, a manifestation of God’s Oneness, brings unity to multiplicity.

					As long as who are the saints among people, which hour is most acceptable on Friday for prayer, the date of the Night of Power and Destiny during Ramadan, the Greatest Name among all God’s Beautiful Names, and the appointed hour of death within a lifetime remain concealed and unknown, all remain esteemed and important. A life of twenty years with an unknown end is preferable to one of a thousand years with a known end.

					The worldly recompense for evil is proof of punishment to come in the Hereafter.

					In the sight of Divine Power, provision or sustenance is as important as life. Provision is produced by Power, apportioned by Destiny, and nurtured by Grace or Favor. As life is the sure, certain outcome of particular circumstances and events, it is witnessed or visible in its totality. But provision is neither sure nor certain, for it is scattered and obtained over a certain time; it comes in uncertain degrees and leads people to contemplation. Those who appear to die of hunger before the sustenance stored in their bodies (as fat, for example) has been wholly consumed die from diseases caused by altering or abandoning routine nourishment. 

					The licit sustenance of wild carnivores is innumerable animal carcasses. By eating them, these carnivores feed themselves and cleanse the earth’s surface.

					Imagine that you have two pieces of food of equal nutritional value. One costs a hundred cents and the other costs ten dollars. If you prefer the latter solely for the few seconds of pleasure it will give your sense of taste, the inspector or doorkeeper of your body, then is this not the meanest form of waste?

					When pleasure calls, one should say, “It is as though I have eaten it (Sanki yedim).” One person who followed this principle could have eaten the equivalent of a mosque called Sanki Yedim, but he did not.[13] 

					An easy life may be appealing when most Muslims are not hungry. But when most Muslims are hungry, no Muslim can choose such a life.

					Rather than welcoming transient pleasures with a smile, welcome transient ailments. Past pleasures lead one to regret, for “Alas!” indicates a hidden ailment. Past ailments lead one to sigh with relief, which gives news of a hidden joy and a favor that has come.

					Forgetfulness is also a bounty; it allows one to suffer the pains of only the present day; it makes one forget accumulated sorrows.

					Every calamity contains degrees of Divine Favor. Be mindful of the greater calamity, thereby being thankful for the favor of the lesser calamity. Concentrating on and exaggerating a calamity increases it, and this exaggerated reflection in the heart or imagination makes it real and troublesome.

					In social life, everyone has a window – status – through which to see and be seen. If the window is higher than their height (real stature or worth), they will, through pride, appear as tall (or taller). But if the window is lower than their height, they will bend and bow down out of modesty. In human beings, the measure of greatness is to know oneself as low-ranking or modesty, and the measure of true low-ranking is to feign greatness or conceit.

					Weak people’s self-respect or dignity in the face of the strong or powerful is arrogance when assumed by the latter. Powerful people’s modesty before weak people becomes self-abasement when assumed by the latter. In his office, the gravity of a person of authority is dignity, and his feeling of self-nothingness is self-abasement. But in his house, his feeling of self-nothingness is modesty, and his gravity, arrogance. Forbearance and sacrifice on one’s own account are good and virtuous, but are bad and treacherous when done on behalf of others. People may bear patiently what has been done to them personally, but cannot bear patiently what is done to the nation on behalf of the nation. Pride and indignation on the nation’s behalf are commendable, but are reprehensible on one’s own behalf.

					Entrusting the accomplishment of an affair to God without taking all necessary measures and making all necessary arrangements is laziness. Leaving the realization of the desired outcome to God after having done all that can be done is to put trust in Him. Contentment with one’s lot or the result after having exerted one’s greatest efforts is praiseworthy contentment, and encourages further effort, reinvigorating one’s energy and industry. However, contentment with what one already has is a deficiency and means lacking in necessary endeavor or efforts.

					Just as the commands of the Shari‘a are obeyed or disobeyed, so too are the Divine laws of creation and life obeyed or disobeyed. The reward and punishment for the former is received mostly in the Hereafter, while the penalties and rewards of the latter are suffered mostly in this world. For example, the reward for patience is success, while the punishment for indolence is deprivation. The reward of labor is wealth, and the reward of steadfastness is triumph. Any claim to justice which is not egalitarian is a false claim.

					The same age and status or social standing cause rivalry and conflict. Being complementary and congruous is the basis of solidarity. An inferiority complex provokes arrogance. A weak character is the source of haughtiness. Impotence gives rise to opposition. Curiosity is the teacher of knowledge. 

					The Power that created every thing with its own disposition has restrained humanity and animals through their need, in particular hunger, and put them in a certain order. It has also prevented disorder and confusion in the world and, by making need a motive for civilization, secured progress in every field.

					Boredom and distress are the teachers of dissipation; despair, misguidance in thought, and darkness in the heart are the mine of distress and depression.

					When men become womanish through focusing on worldly whims and fancies, women become masculine through crudity and impudence. If a beautiful woman enters a gathering of “brothers,” ostentation, rivalry, and envy are aroused. Unveiling women and allowing them to mix freely with men to whom they are not related encourages vices or bad morals.

					Pictures, especially obscene ones, have an important part in people’s present sinfulness and ill-temper.

					Statues, prohibited by Islam, are either petrified tyranny, or solidified passion, or embodied hypocrisy.

					The tendency toward expansion in a person who sincerely confirms and completely complies with the essentials and the basic injunctions of Islam is a tendency toward perfection. Yet the same tendency in another who is outside the sphere of obedience to Islamic essentials and who is indifferent to them is a tendency toward corruption and destruction. The right course of action during times of “storms” and “earthquakes” is not to open the door of ijtihad – that is to attempt to derive “new” laws from the Qur’an and Sunna; rather, it is to close the doors and shutter the windows (against innovation). Those who are heedless and indifferent in belief and the practice of the Religion should not be indulged with dispensations; they should rather be warned strictly and aroused with heavier responsibilities and greater care. 

					Unprotected and misrepresented truths lose their value in valueless hands.

					Our earth resembles an animate being that displays signs of life. If it were reduced to the size of an egg, would it be a kind of animal? Or if a micro-organism were enlarged to the size of the earth, would it not resemble it? If the earth is living, then it must have a “soul.” If the universe were reduced to the size of a person, with its stars forming the particles and atoms or elements of his/her constitution, would it not be a conscious, animate being? God has created many kinds of living entities like this.

					There are two kinds of Shari‘a (Divine sets of laws): those issuing from the Divine Attribute of Speech that regulate humanity’s (a microcosm) deeds and states, and those that issue from the Divine Attribute of Will and regulate the universe’s (a macro-human) creation and operation. This second group is wrongly called nature. Angels constitute a mighty community; they convey, represent, and embody Divine Commands of creation and order which issue from the Divine Will and are known as the Shari‘a of the creation and operation of the universe. 

					When you compare the senses of a microscopic creature to those of a human being you are confronted by an astounding, mysterious truth: Each person is like Suratu Ya-Sin, and in each person Suratu Ya-Sin is inscribed.[14] 

					Materialism is a spiritual plague; it has infected humanity with this terrible fever and made it subjected to the Divine Wrath and punishment. In proportion to the increase in humankind’s ability to criticize and inculcate, this plague becomes more severe and spreads ever-wider. 

					The most miserable, distressed, and wretched person is the one who is idle. For idleness is the nephew of non-existence, whereas exertion or working hard is the life of the body and the waking state of life.

					The profit of banks, the doors of usury and its containers, is always for the worst of humankind – the infidels – and for the most unjust among the infidels, and for the most dissolute among the unjust. It is absolutely harmful to the world of Islam. The Shari‘a does not require nor does it take responsibility for all humankind always being prosperous at all costs. For an infidel, particularly if they are at war with Islam and Muslims, does not deserve respect or legal protection.

					Friday sermons are to remind people of the essentials of Islam, not to expound upon its abstract theoretical points. Given this, the Arabic phrases expressing those essentials are the best suited for reminding in this way. When Qur’anic verses are compared even with the Prophet’s sayings, it will be noticed that even the most eloquent one of humankind was unable to compete with the Qur’an’s eloquence.
					
						[1] Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, split the moon by a gesture of his index finger as a miracle he worked before a group of people who rejected his Prophethood in Makka. This is related in the most authentic Hadith sources, such as Sahihu’l-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, and Sunanu’t-Tirmidhi. The verses, The Last Hour has drawn near, and the moon has split. Whenever they see a miracle, they turn from it in aversion and say: “This is sorcery like many others, one after the other.” (54:1–2) refer to this miracle. For a discussion about this miracle, see, Ali Ünal, The Qur’an with Annotated Interpretation in Modern English, The Light, New Jersey, 2008, pp. 1082–1083. (Tr.)

					

					
						[2] The Ascension (al-Mi‘raj): The miraculous journeying of Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, through the realms of existence beyond the limit of forms, during which he witnessed the supreme signs of God. For a discussion, see, Ali Ünal, ibid., 1290–1295.

					

					
						[3] al-Bukhari, “Mazalim” 33; Muslim, “Iman” 242.

					

					
						[4]İjtihad in Islamic Law is the process of deriving legal judgments from the unchanging, established principles of the Qur’an and the Sunna in order to deal with emerging circumstances. (Tr.)

					

					
						[5]Jihad means striving in God’s cause and for the good of humanity. (Tr.)

					

					
						[6] Said Nursi is referring to the First World War. (Tr.)

					

					
						[7] Unfortunately, humanity has not heeded this warning and has received another, greater blow, in the form of the Second World War. If humanity continues to ignore this warning, it will receive another, far greater one. (Tr.)

					

					
						[8] Said Nursi writes: “Europe is two. One is that which, benefiting from the religion of Jesus and Islamic civilization, serves human social life and justice through scientific and technological inventions, the other is that which is based on naturalistic and materialistic philosophy and, supposing the evils of civilization to be virtues, has driven humankind to vice and misguidance.” For further discussion see , The Gleams, (Trans.), Tughra Books, New Jersey, 2008, pp. 161–168. (Tr.)

					

					
						[9] Gavrilo Princip, a Serbian private, assassinated Austro-Hungarian Archduke Francis Ferdinand and his wife; this was pretext for the outbreak of WWI, which resulted in 30 million deaths.

					

					
						[10] Multiplying by or adding whole numbers leads to a greater number, whereas multiplying by fractions leads to a smaller number. Four times four makes sixteen. But when a third is multiplied by a third, the result is a ninth. In just the same way, if there is not a substantial, sincere unity in a community, its increase in number only causes it to become smaller, disintegrating and losing value.

					

					
						[11] Ahlu’s-Sunna wa’l-Jama‘a is the overwhelming majority of Muslims who follow the way of the Prophet and His Companions in thought, creed, and action. (Tr.)

					











OEBPS/cover.jpeg
N

-y

SO

Prescriptions for
a Healthy Social Life

XX
{-‘
QS‘






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/GleamsofTruth_cover_fmt.jpeg
|OF TRUTH |

Prescriptions for
@ Healthy Social Life






OEBPS/iTunesMetadata.plist
artistNameBediuzzaman Said NURSIbook-infocover-image-hashF9268AB10CD36C04D926878EBEAA71C9cover-image-pathcover.jpegpackage-file-hash037246E694B03955442BD94630CD2257publisher-unique-id7769537b-08ee-4be6-95f2-47387ae3e39eunique-id1559798967285277355genreBediuzzaman Said NURSIitemNameGleams of TruthplaylistNameGleams of TruthreleaseDate2011-12-19T22:00:00+00:00sort-artistNURSI, Bediuzzaman Saidsort-artist-status3

OEBPS/OEBPS/images/tugralogojpg_fmt.jpeg





