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  Publisher’s note:




  All quotations in this book come from original sources and contain the spelling and grammatical inconsistencies of the original text.
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  In the summer of 1964, hundreds of civil rights workers gathered in Mississippi. Their goal was to help African Americans in that state register to vote. Their drive was meant to end decades of unequal treatment suffered by blacks. For many years, whites had controlled state and local governments in Mississippi and across the South. They had used their positions in power to pass laws that denied black Americans basic rights. The civil rights workers saw voter registration as a vital step in ending this injustice. They believed that if blacks had the power to vote, discrimination against them would end. Politicians would have to pay attention to their concerns in order to get elected. The civil rights workers called their campaign “Freedom Summer.”
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    As part of the 1964 “Freedom Summer” (also known as the Mississippi Summer Project), civil rights workers helped register black voters who had been denied the vote by discriminatory laws. Others started tutoring programs. At right, a volunteer speaks with children.


  




  The summer would be dangerous for those workers, however. Some white extremists did not believe that the different races were equal. They wanted to maintain the system of segregation in Mississippi. Some of these extremists belonged to a secret group called the Ku Klux Klan. These men attacked civil rights workers. They wore white robes and masks to hide who they were. They often struck at night, trying to instill fear and drive the civil rights activists away.
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    Ku Klux Klan members rally in a field in Mississippi. The KKK used threats and violence, including murder, to intimidate African-American voters in the South and civil rights workers trying to help them.


  




  Disappearance and Suspicion




  On June 21, 1964, three civil rights workers were arrested for speeding near the town of Philadelphia, Mississippi. Two of them—Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman—were whites from New York. The third, James Chaney, was a black man from Meridian, Mississippi. The three were held in county jail for a few hours and then released. Soon after their release—around 10:30 that night—they disappeared.




  Given the dangerous conditions for civil rights workers in the South, other civil rights workers feared that the three men were dead. Certain they would get no help from state police, they called the Federal Bureau of Investigation. On June 22, FBI agents arrived in the area from the New Orleans field office. Harry Maynor, heading the team, vowed, “We’re going to see if we can find those guys.”




  Still, the FBI moved slowly at first. For decades, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover had considered communists and members of other political and social groups as grave threats to the nation as a whole. He suspected civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., of having ties with communists, and by the early 1960s, when the civil rights movement began to build in strength, Hoover had his agents busy spying on King and other leaders of the civil rights movement. Pressure began to build on President Lyndon Johnson to do more to find the missing workers in Mississippi. When Johnson pushed Hoover to open an FBI field office in Jackson, Mississippi, and to send more agents to work on the case, Hoover did so, reluctantly.




  Bodies Found




  Although Hoover was not strongly committed to handling this case, his agents were determined to find out what happened. They dug deeply.




  FBI inspector Joseph Sullivan led the investigation. It was code-named MIBURN, short for “Mississippi Burning.” The name referred to the firebombing of an African-American church that had taken place earlier in the year. Along with looking for the three civil rights workers, the FBI investigated that church fire. They also investigated the beatings of other civil rights workers and other similar cases in the state. The interviews they carried out were not always productive. Sullivan, talking to a historian years later, explained why:
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    This FBI poster was issued on June 29, 1964, shortly after civil rights workers Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner went missing. The signature of FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover appears on the poster, despite Hoover’s longtime belief that civil rights leaders were a threat to the nation. Pressure by President Lyndon Johnson on Hoover led the FBI to open a field office in Jackson, Mississippi, following the disappearance of the three workers.


  




  

    SETTING UP THE NEW FIELD OFFICE




    The new Jackson, Mississippi, field office had to be set up in a hurry. Roy Moore, the special agent in charge, arrived on July 5, 1964. Hoover was due to arrive five days later to officially open the office. Moore had to have something in place for the director to see. Moore scrambled to find office space on the top floors of a new bank building. Then he moved quickly to get furniture, phones, and other essential equipment. Meanwhile, more than 150 agents were streaming into Jackson.




    These agents were not assigned. They had to volunteer. Everyone knew that the work would be very demanding. It would require long hours through burning summer heat—and danger. In addition, civil rights work was not then a high priority for the Bureau. Going to Jackson would not help an agent’s career. Still, many were eager to be assigned to the new office.
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SHOULD YOU HAVE OR IN THE FUTURE RECEIVE ANY INFORMATION
YOU ARE

REQUESTED TO NOTIFY ME OR THE NEAREST OFFICE OF THE FBI.
TELEPHONE NUMBER IS LISTED BELOW.
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