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Chatty, sociable and kind. She’s the glue that holds the Playdate Adventure Club together. Likes animals (especially cats) and has big dreams of saving the world one day.
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Shy but brave when she needs to be. She relies on her friends to give her confidence. Loves dancing, especially street dance, but only in the privacy of her bedroom.
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Loud, confident and intrepid. She’s a born leader but can sometimes get carried away. Likes schoolwork and wants to be a scientist when she’s older, just like her mum.
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The newest member of the club. He’s shy, like his cousin Cassie, but not when it comes to going on an adventure. Is obsessed with watching nature programmes.
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Big, white and fluffy with grey ears, paws and tail. He’s blind in one eye, but that’s what makes him extra special. Likes chasing mice, climbing trees and going on adventures. Is also a cat.




Join the friends on
all their Playdate Adventures


The Wishing Star (Book 1)


The North Pole Picnic (Book 2)


The Magic Ocean Slide (Book 3)


The Giant Conker (Book 4)


The Great Safari Rescue (Book 5)


The Honeybee Treasure Hunt (Book 6)
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To my husband and kids,
because we’ll never forget
our treasured safari adventure
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“Thunder, please keep still,” Katy begged, as she wrestled a large, fidgety cat onto her lap. “Only a few more drops, then your eye will be as good as new.” She spoke calmly, holding his eyelid open with her left hand while squeezing in the drops with her right. As soon as the liquid touched his eye, his claws dug into her legs and he launched himself onto the floor.


“You only make it harder for yourself, you know,” Katy said, as Thunder glared at her from the corner of her bedroom.


Thunder was Katy’s one-eyed rescue cat and absolute best friend in the world, apart from Cassandra and Zia. For the past two weeks he’d had an eye infection in his working eye, but the vet had said he was finally on the mend.


Thunder hated going to the vet, but Katy loved it. Vet Akoojee had some incredible stories from his time working with the “big five” safari animals – lions, leopards, elephants, rhinos and buffalos. Wow – treating dogs and cats looked like fun, but working with wild animals in the African savannah? That sounded unbelievably cool!


Katy was just putting Thunder’s eye drops back in the fridge when the doorbell rang.


“I’ll get it!” Katy called.


“Not if I get there first!” her dad teased.


Katy slammed the fridge door shut and sprinted past him on the landing. Her friends had arrived for a playdate, along with Cassandra’s cousin, Luca. Katy was excited to see Luca, but she was a bit worried that having him there might change how they played today. More than anything, she just hoped the magic of the Playdate Adventure Club would still work.


She ran down the stairs from their upper- floor flat, then swung open the front door with a wide smile. “Hi, Cassie! Hi, Zia! Hi, Luca!”
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Her two best friends were standing on the doorstep, beaming right back at her. But Luca hovered behind his cousin, looking a bit lost.


“Good to see you all,” said Katy’s dad, appearing behind her in the narrow hallway. “Come on up.”


Cassandra and Zia waved goodbye to Cassandra’s mum, then hurried inside, flinging off their shoes and coats before dashing upstairs. Katy showed Luca in and they headed up too.


“I’m happy for them to stay for a few hours. They’re no trouble,” Katy heard her dad say. But she didn’t wait to hear Cassandra’s mum’s reply. Her friends were already in her bedroom, clearly as eager to begin their playdate as she was.


Luca followed her into the room, and Katy walked over to Thunder, who was still sulking in the corner.


“Thunder, meet Luca,” she said, scooping the enormous white cat into her arms and nuzzling his soft grey head.


“He’s so fluffy!” Luca exclaimed. “Can I s-stroke him?”


“Of course, he’s very friendly. Although he’s just come back from the vet, so he’s a bit grumpier than usual.”


Once Luca had finished fussing over Katy’s cat, Cassandra and Zia had a turn. Thunder meowed, cheering up with all the attention.


“W-why’s he only got one eye?” asked Luca.
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“He lost one in a fight with another cat before he was rescued,” Zia said proudly, before Katy had even opened her mouth to reply.


“It’s what makes him extra special,” added Cassandra. “Right, Katy?”


“Right. The most extra-special ragdoll cat ever!” Katy plopped Thunder back on the floor. It was obvious her friends loved him as much as she did. Almost. “Glad you could come, Luca. Are you enjoying being in our class?”


“It’s, er, OK, I s-suppose.” Luca’s dark eyes gazed down at the floor. “I mean, you guys are g-great and everything. And it’s fun seeing more of my c-cousin.” He glanced up at Cassandra, who placed a hand on his shoulder.
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“But I miss my old friends. I s-speak to them online, but it’s not the same as seeing them every day.”


Luca used to live in another part ofthe country, but his mum had recently got a new job, which meant the whole family had had to move. He had a stammer and Cassandra had told them it made speaking a challenge for him. Katy couldn’t imagine what it must feel like not to be able to get all her words out easily. She was determined to try to include him, especially because she knew what it felt like to be the new kid at school.


“Well, you can play with us any time,” Katy said.


“Absolutely!” Cassandra and Zia agreed.


“Hey, you’ll never guess where Thunder’s vet worked before.” Katy hoped this might get Luca talking. Cassandra had mentioned he was really into nature programmes.


“He used to care for wild animals in South Africa!”


“That’s awesome,” said Luca. “I’ve always w-wanted to go on safari. I watched a d-documentary about lions in Kruger National Park once. That’s one of the h-huge g-game reserves in South Africa.”


“That’s where Vet Akoojee worked!” Katy exclaimed.
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