







[image: Image]

[image: Image]

Our purpose at Howard Publishing is to:


	
Increase faith in the hearts of growing Christians



	
Inspire holiness in the lives of believers



	
Instill hope in the hearts of struggling people everywhere





Because He’s coming again!

Hugs from Heaven Embraced by the Savior

© 1998 by Caron Loveless

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America

Published by Howard Publishing Co., Inc.,
3117 North 7th Street, West Monroe, LA 71291-2227
www.SimonandSchuster.com

05 06 07   10

Paraphrased Scriptures by LeAnn Weiss, owner of Encouragement Company, 3006 Brandywine Dr., Orlando, FL 32806

Interior Design by Stephanie Denney>

Edited by Janet Reed

Library of Congress Cataloging-in- Publication Data

Loveless, Caron, 1995-

Hugs from heaven, embraced by the Savior : sayings, scriptures, and stories from the Bible revealing God’s love / Caron Loveless ; personalized scriptures by LeAnn Weiss.

p.  cm.

ISBN 1-878990-91-8
eISBN: 978-1-439-12437-6

1. God—Love. 2. Bible stories, English—N.T. Gospels. I. Weiss, LeAnn. II. Title.

BT140.L685 1998

242—dc21   98-38160

CIP

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without the prior written permission of the publisher except in the case of brief quotations within critical articles and reviews.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotstions used in this book are from The Holy Bible, New Internation Version (NIV). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984. International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.


Introduction

The Hugs from Heaven Series is written with one purpose in mind: to make God’s love more real and refreshing to your heart and spirit than ever before. The book is divided into topical sections consisting of a paraphrased scripture, an inspirational message, a poignant saying, and a fictional story based on a particular passage of scripture. Even though the narrative is fictional, and the writer takes a creative course with the story, the biblical truths are uncompromised. Favorite Bible stories take on new meaning as you are transported to the scene to explore the thoughts and feelings of the men and women who were touched by heaven’s embrace in a special way. May the message in this book, and all of the Hugs from Heaven books, bring honor to our God and praise to the Savior, Jesus Christ.


one
His Restoring Embrace


Don’t discouraged. I’m close to the brokenhearted, and I specialize in rescuing you when you’re crushed in spirit. Your weakness is the perfect opportunity for my power to shine. Meanwhile, I give you my all-sufficient grace. Your God of deliverance

—from Psalm 34:18; Corinthians 12:9



“Dear Lord, give me the grace to remember that you are ready to embrace me, if I am willing to take one step toward you.”

—John Cowan



Somewhere along the way we’ve latched on the idea that broken is bad. It probably started in our childhood when we got the glare for breaking Aunt Wilma’s Waterford crystal or when the angry neighbor came over to ask if we knew about his shattered living room window. Maybe it was reinforced when we heard a parent yell, “Do you have any idea how much that toy costs!” However it happened, we learned our lesson; broken things really bother and embarrass us. We wear hats on bad hair days, hide broken fingernails, dump sour marriages, and avoid hospital visits. It’s funny when you think about it. We’re born into a cracked up, broken-down world. You’d think we’d feel more at home in it. Jesus did. Of all people, you’d think he’d have a problem with anything less than perfection. But Jesus seemed attracted to it! In fact, he made it pretty clear he hadn’t come to visit the neatly put together types. The sickly, unseemly ones drew his attention. Christ let everyone know what he thought of blind eyes and deaf ears and broken hearts: They didn’t repel him; they compelled him. And two thousand years hasn’t changed his mind about us. He’d still rather dine with the destitute, call on the crippled, and welcome the wayward. It’s hard to comprehend sometimes, isn’t it?

We see the story, shattered pieces of our lives and conclude we’re finished. But the Savior sees those same pieces, lays them flat in the palm of his hand, solders them together with his love, and then stands back to let the light of his glory stream through a brand-new stained-glass window. Don’t be ashamed of your brokenness. It’s fresh material for a masterpiece. Through your weakness God’s strength is most brilliantly seen.

Adults feel sorry for her, pitying the way she looks. They secretly hope what happened to her won’t happen to them.

Yes, I Mean You

She frightens little children. They run and hide or bury their faces in their mothers’ skirts when they see her coming. Adults feel sorry for her, pitying the way she looks. As she goes on her way, they secretly hope what happened to her won’t happen to them.

The woman didn’t always look this way. In her teens, she laughed and lived like other young girls. She dreamed of marriage one day. She even collected linens and dishes from her grandmother and stored them away, waiting for the right man to come along. But he didn’t get there in time. Instead of a suitor, a serious, disfiguring disease came knocking on her door. Within months it took up permanent residence in her body.

Though the doctors pronounced her incurable, she was young and hopeful. She searched for a treatment to reverse the painful, grotesque curvature of her back. But her efforts were futile.

The discomfort and embarrassment have been with her for eighteen years.

“Why don’t you come live with us?” her sister says at least once a month. “You can hardly reach into the cabinets. How long can you manage alone like this?”

“I do all right,” the woman replies. “My garden keeps me busy. You’d be surprised how productive you can be when you don’t have to stop and straighten your back every five minutes. Besides, you know the saying: The shepherd carries the crippled sheep on his shoulders. He looks after me.”

Every week, without fail, the woman makes the long trek to worship. She shuffles her feet on the familiar route, hunched over, clacking her cane on the cobblestones. Why is she so faithful? She finds rest in the room and comfort in the words. The repetitive rhythms and ancient sounds soothe her soul. The Scriptures make her feel whole.

But today something peculiar is happening. The room is full, flowing over into the street. Buzzing through the crowd is news that a gifted teacher has come to read from the law and reason from the prophets. He must be good, the woman thinks. Even a few well-known Gentiles have gathered to listen.

Her curiosity rises a bit but falls quickly as she realizes her usual seat might be taken.

“Make way here,” she says, boldly swinging her stick. “Let an old woman through.” She pokes and jabs with her cane until a young man with a baby in his arms grudgingly steps aside. One by one the group parts as if Moses himself had commanded it.

In her healthy days, the woman was average height. Now with her back bent over, she’s almost the size of a child. In the crammed space she looks like David in a land of Goliaths. When she finally reaches her spot, it’s taken. She’ll have to resort to leaning against a corner in the back of the room. She won’t be able to see the teacher, but hearing him, she decides, is better than nothing.
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