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For Kim Sam Ton That


—P. McD.
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Perched on an island cliff, high above the deep waters of the ocean, a lighthouse stands steady and strong. Its great lamp shines across the waves day and night, guiding sailors on their journeys home.


This lighthouse is well loved, and not only by the sailors who watch carefully for its beacon in the night. It is also well loved by the family who lives there.


This is a happy family. Pandora, the cat, and Seabold, the dog, are raising three mouse-children, in addition to keeping the light. The children are Whistler, Lila, and baby Tiny.


The members of this family somehow found each other in this large, wide world. Pandora had lived four lonely years as a lighthouse keeper when she discovered Seabold washed upon her shore, battered by the storm that had tossed him there.
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Pandora tended Seabold back to health. But just as Seabold was planning his return to the sailor’s life, he and Pandora found the children, lost and adrift at sea. The little mice had fled from an orphanage and, like Seabold, had been blown by a storm to the sanctuary of Pandora’s lighthouse.


Within the keeper’s cottage they each found kindness and comfort and the sudden pleasure of warm food and company. And there with Pandora they decided to stay. Even Seabold, the wanderer.


A long island winter was behind them now. It was spring again, and so much to do. Spring is a lively time around a lighthouse.


Whistler was shaping a bean trellis into the form of a cat, which delighted Pandora.


“By July the vines will have grown,” said Whistler, “and the cat will show nicely.”


“Brilliant,” said Seabold. Seabold was busy planting carrots and beets. Seabold didn’t much like beets, but he planted them for Lila, who liked to dip the doll clothes she sewed into beet juice to dye them a lovely red. She also used carrot tops to make a nice yellow.
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