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For Michael and Elizabeth, with love 
—L.M.




For Miron, with love 
—K.K.




For Christopher, whose unconditional love for Daisy is an inspiration 
—J.C.




This book is dedicated to the unconditional love of our best friend 
—M.V.H.




For my wife Anne and our children Melinda and Hayley 
—P.V.




For my daughter Mandy— and my sons Oliver and Robert 
in the hope this will inspire them to open and turn the pages of this precious volume 
—G.S.










Mom had barely gotten in the door when I started my pleading again. This time, she flopped down on the sofa and said, “Okay, Ben, but only if it’s free and you do everything to take care of it. That means walking it, training it, feeding it...everything.”


My mouth dropped open. Okay? She really said okay?


This was only the thousandth time that I had begged for a dog of my own. Every time, Mom had said no. Every time, she had given a different reason why it just wouldn’t work.


“Mom?” I crept closer and looked her in the eyes to make sure I wasn’t hearing things. “Did you just say I could have a dog?”
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