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  Why, after almost fifty years, should there be a reprint of Karlheinz Deschner’s work God and the Fascists (Mit Gott und den Faschisten)? Because it is very topical. Because it is, fully unfairly, in danger of being forgotten. Because it disrupts a process of suppression, or better, indeed the deliberate policy of disinformation, pursued by the Vatican. It reminds us of the Vatican’s collaboration not only with Hitler, the greatest criminal of all time, but also with Mussolini, Franco, and the little-known Pavelić, the Fascist leader in Croatia who, along with Cardinal Stepinac, was responsible for the concentration and death camp of Jasenovac, of whose existence only few people know today.




  Because the web of lies spun by the Vatican is exposed. It has been trying to position itself as an anti-Hitler resistance organization for decades, although according to Cardinal Faulhaber, Pius XII was “the best friend, indeed, the only friend of the new Reich at the beginning,” especially in the unstable initial phase of National Socialism, when history could have taken a completely different course! Because it is not a fashionable book that caters for a trendy opinion for reasons of accommodation but presents and summarizes historical facts precisely and in great detail and draws conclusions that are comprehensible to everyone. Daniel Jonah Goldhagen clearly considers it unnecessary to quote Deschner at all in his book A Moral Reckoning: The Role of the Catholic Church in the Holocaust, despite Deschner being able to provide much more information using much less ink nearly forty years earlier. And because it is also exciting to read, like a novel but where every line is the truth and every reader is considerably more intelligent and enlightened after reading it than he or she was before and may also be shocked to see the extent of the collaboration between the Nazis, all the Fascists, and the Vatican! In short, because it exposes a historical lie. The lie of the Catholic resistance.




  Let us not forget that it was the French Revolution that showed the Catholic Church where its boundaries were and thereby put an end to its feudal power—albeit, unfortunately, only half-heartedly. But still, the Spanish Inquisition did not sentence the last heretic—the schoolteacher Caetano Ripol—to death at the gallows, followed by a “symbolic burning,” until July 26, 1826, almost half a century after the Bastille was stormed! After the revolution, Napoleon’s troops occupied the Papal States at the end of the eighteenth century—which had arisen from bloody wars and been legitimized by a forged document, the so-called Donation of Constantine—arrested Pius VI, and took him to Valence as a prisoner. The Congress of Vienna restored the Vatican State again in 1815 with a reduced territory, but in 1870, after the occupation by Italian troops, it finally disappeared in the new Italian state. Those responsible were then excommunicated . . . and could not have cared less.




  The increasing power of the bourgeoisie, the development of the European national states, the emancipation movement, the natural sciences and progress through technological developments increasingly forced Catholicism onto the back foot in the second half of the nineteenth century—it tried desperately, and in vain, to take up the fight against “modern rationalism” with the first Vatican Council and restore the beleaguered papal authority by means of the dogma of infallibility. But time was against Catholicism. Under Bismarck, nearly two thousand Catholic clergy were imprisoned or given hefty fines in the Kulturkampf (“battle of the cultures”) for interfering in state affairs; the United States broke off diplomatic relations with the Vatican on February 28, 1867 (and did not restore them until 1984 under Ronald Reagan). The “Roman Question” had arisen: How could the Holy See be saved from ultimate, and at that time foreseeable, downfall? How, and with whose aid, could its former power be restored? This problem was exacerbated by the growth of the decidedly anticlerical workers’ movement after the debacle of the First World War, which was committed to enlightenment and the principle of equality.




  This is the starting point of Karlheinz Deschner’s book God and the Fascists. The aim of this new edition, published by Prometheus Books, is to ensure it is not forgotten. With richness of detail, historically founded, and by mining a vast number of sources, it proves that after the First World War, the chance was seized to turn the wheel of history back together with the rising Fascist movements. For fear of a victory of the workers’ movement across Europe—according to the Soviet model—the Vatican, together with the reactionary property-owning classes and their henchmen—the Fascists—entered an alliance that was intended to secure the existence of both. This unholy Catholic alliance with the supposedly lesser—Fascist—evil led to the greatest catastrophe in human history: the Second World War and the Holocaust.




  After the Catholic party “Partito Popolare” was dissolved by Pius XI, the curia paved the way for Benito Mussolini and Italian Fascism. As a reward, they received—by means of the Lateran Pacts—the Vatican State back, a sovereign, stately construct, albeit reduced in size, and the monstrous sum of one billion lire in state bonds and 750 million lire in cash. These assets formed the basis of the Vatican Bank, which is under strict observation from the American supervisory authorities today because of its machinations, suspicion of money laundering, and proximity to the Mafia.




  And the Vatican helped the Nazis to power according to exactly the same pattern and under the same premises. The Catholic Centre Party—the oldest party in Europe led by Prelate Kaas, a close friend of Cardinal Secretary of State Eugenio Pacelli, the Pope’s second-in-command—concurring with the Enabling Act of March 24, 1933, and then dissolving itself cleared the way for Hitler. The subsequent dictatorship set the catastrophe in motion. The historical lie that nobody at the time knew who they were dealing with is clearly disproved by Karlheinz Deschner. Because the first concentration camps had been built before the Enabling Act—not for the Jews at this point, but for political opposition—basic citizens’ rights were suspended and the boycott of Jewish businesses, doctors, and lawyers was called for. Hitler’s Mein Kampf could not have been unknown to Eugenio Pacelli: the same Eugenio Pacelli who had been the papal nuncio in Berlin until 1929 (“the best-informed diplomat in Germany”) and then made a career in the Vatican, first as cardinal secretary of state, then as pope. Pope Pius XII. He, who had the reputation of being an outstanding connoisseur and friend of Germany, harvested the fruits of that collaboration on July 20, 1933, in the form of the concordat with Nazi Germany. This treaty under international law still has constitutional status in the Federal Republic of Germany to this day (Article 123.2 of the German Basic Law). It regulates the friendly relations between the Holy See and the German Reich; state religious education was introduced under it, with a status equal to that of the other subjects taught, the payment of salaries from religious-education teachers to bishops by the state from public tax revenue is guaranteed and church tax collected by the state—to this day, let it be noted—a new phenomenon that was to have far-reaching consequences. Workers must publicly declare their religious confession, losing their previously constitutional right to keep this silent, and employers are obliged to take part in the collection of the ecclesiastical obolus. A church state was born! The Hitler concordat meant that the clergy’s robes were afforded the same protection as military uniforms, priests were exempted in advance from military service—they knew what was coming—the dissolution of the Centre Party was retrospectively justified and a great deal more.




  Karlheinz Deschner describes how the collaboration of the German episcopate with the Nazis—which could only happen with the approval of the curia—lasted until the end of the Second World War, how vicars, priests, and bishops prayed for Hitler’s Reich every Sunday all across the land, which was also regulated in the concordat (Article 30), and agitated in favor of the war, how churches and cathedrals were decorated with swastikas on Hitler’s birthday, and the papal nuncio personally congratulated the Führer, full of pride, on his fiftieth birthday in 1939—half a year after the Kristallnacht! In the so-called church struggle, which is supposed to have been the expression of church resistance, the church stood up only for its own interests, never against Hitler, never against the war, and never for the Jewish population. And even after the military defeat of Nazi Germany, the Vatican helped high-ranking Nazi functionaries to flee to South America with the help of the ratline, with which Mengele, Eichmann, and many other criminals escaped the Allies’ justice.




  What did Benedict XV, Pius XI, and Pius XII dream of? They dreamt of a Catholic continental Europe in a united military battle against the godless Soviet Union, as degenerated as it may already have been by Stalin’s influence (read Arno Lustigers Stalin and the Jews: The Red Book). They dreamt of the end of Orthodoxy, the end of communism, and the Catholicization of Russia. And of a neutral, Anglican Great Britain and a neutral United States. Because a military conflict within the western camp made the outcome of the war unpredictable. After the military defeat of France, this dream seemed to be well within reach, and in 1940 the whole world was convinced that Hitler would win the war. The realization of the curia’s dream had, with Hitler’s help, come within their grasp.




  We learn from Karlheinz Deschner how the invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, was openly welcomed, not only by the German episcopate, and how unlimited their enthusiasm for Hitler and agitations against Russia were. And Pius XII—who allegedly did too little against Hitler and said too little—spoke in a radio address one week later of “rays of light that raise the heart to great, holy expectations: great bravery and courage in defending the foundations of Christian culture and optimistic hope for their triumph,” by which he intended to express, according to embassy counselor Menshausen, the hope that the great sacrifices demanded by this war would not be in vain and would, should Providence so wish, lead to victory over Bolshevism. In this “war between worldviews,” which had been so longed for by the Catholics and which Hitler also called it, the Holocaust was viewed as a kind of collateral damage. There may even have been a secret feeling of satisfaction in light of the two thousand years of Christian anti-Judaism. Had Hitler not, in April 1933, already coquetted before high Catholic functionaries—as Deschner reports—and much to their delight, that his “treatment of the Jewish Question” was merely a continuation of medieval Catholic tradition?! In any case, the pope never condemned the Nazi pogroms against the Jews, not even when the Jews were rounded up before his eyes, so to speak, and taken away. Today’s propagated idea of a Judeo-Christian West is based on a syncretism swindle.




  The Vatican was even more deeply involved in Fascist crimes in Croatia, where the Franciscans played a leading role in the atrocities perpetrated there, which were so brutal that even the Germans complained. Ante Pavelić, the leader of the Croatian Fascists, called the Ustaša, coined the slogan that a third of the Orthodox population of Yugoslavia should be forcibly converted, a third expelled, and the other third murdered. Seven hundred fifty thousand Serbs fell victim to this regime with clerical help, and often after brutal torture, as did 80 percent of the Jews in Yugoslavia. The Primate of the Croatian Catholics, Archbishop Dr. Stepinac, collaborated with Pavelić from the first minute to the last. After his conviction as a war criminal, the Ustaša leader managed to escape, initially to South America, with the help of the ratline. He was accompanied by the former contact man between the Croatian archbishop Stepinac and the Vatican, the priest Krunoslav Draganović, who was, among other things, responsible for the deportation of Jews and Serbs during the war as a “resettlement officer” and was later one of the key figures in the organization of the ratline. He later fled to Franco’s Spain, where he found refuge in a Franciscan monastery in Madrid. This war criminal died on December 26, 1959, and received the blessing of the Holy Father on his deathbed. Stepinac was the only high cleric who was at least partly brought to justice for his deeds. The sentence: sixteen years’ imprisonment with forced labor. After six years of imprisonment, he was released early. Today’s theologians may claim that this verdict was based on a “misunderstanding.” But it is no misunderstanding that Yad Vashem rejected the obscenity of an application to grant him the title and honor of a “Righteous among the Nations” twice, in 1970 and 1994. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1998.




  In his résumé at the end of the book, Karlheinz Deschner says, in 1965, “If one considers the attitude of Eugenio Pacelli to the politics of Mussolini, Franco, Hitler, and Pavelić, it hardly seems an exaggeration to say: Pius XII is probably more incriminated than any other pope has been for centuries. He is so obviously involved in the most hideous atrocities of the Fascist era, and therefore of history itself, both directly and indirectly, that it would not be surprising, given the tactics of the Roman Church, if he were to be canonized.”




  And now the beatification is already under way, less than fifty years later! If Hitler had won the war, one may wish to add, then he would presumably have long since attained the same Catholic honors.




  And Franco’s support from the Vatican in the Spanish Civil War—and before—is also a theme of this rewarding book, this irreplaceable source of information.




  Let us now return to the present, to the constitutional knock-on effects of the church’s collaboration with Fascism in Germany. One has to only compare this close interrelationship between church and state, this still-surviving German church state—which, under the Weimar Constitution and the federal constitution of Germany, should never have been permitted—with the constitutions of France and the United States, in which the separation of church and state is clearly stipulated. It then becomes clear how far Germany is today from being a modern democracy. It is a country in which the churches, on the basis of regional concordats, have places in all radio and television broadcasting councils, in nearly all newspaper editorial offices, in countless other influential institutions, and—some quite openly, others well hidden—at the levers of power. It then becomes clear what massive favors Hitler and Mussolini did the Vatican with this special answer to the Roman Question, with the restoration of its statehood, its assets, and its public influence, which were in a state of dissolution in the second half of the nineteenth century. And at what cost to the rest of the world!




  Karlheinz Deschner’s book is an important contribution to enlightenment, a jewel for anyone who seeks historical truth; it is an antidote to the historical lie of Catholic resistance to Adolf Hitler and provides a fundamental contribution to the current debate on the rehabilitation of the Pius Brotherhood (fronted by Richard Williamson, who denied the Holocaust), the planned beatification of Pius XII, the scandal surrounding the Vatican Bank, the reintroduction of the Good Friday Intercession, and the role of the Vatican in the world in general.




  Anyone who is looking for the historical Ariadne’s thread in the labyrinth of church heteronomy will go nowhere without Karlheinz Deschner’s book God and the Fascists. I would, at this juncture, recommend to anyone who wishes to find out more, many historical layers deeper, for example, about the historical origins of Christianity, Hyam Maccoby’s superb, central work The Mythmaker: Paul and the Invention of Christianity (1986), in which he proves that Christianity is not founded on the Jewish Jesus but the Greek Paul, who composed a highly virulent mythical mix of gnosis, mystery cults, and the story of Jesus and, therefore, started off two thousand years of Christian anti-Judaism, which culminated in the Holocaust.




  The other Ariadne’s thread from the religious labyrinth—the subjective, “psychological” one—can be found by anyone looking for it in Sigmund Freud (e.g., Totem and Taboo, The Future of an Illusion, Moses and Monotheism), and more especially in the pioneering study of religion by Fritz Erik Hoevels, “‘Bhagwan’ Rajneesh and the Dilemma of any Humane Religion” in Mass Neurosis Religion, published by Ahriman International, which is now also to be credited with the republishing of Deschner’s masterpiece God and the Fascists. Both authors make it clear how small the eye of the needle is through which human society must pass if the aims of enlightenment, reason, freedom, the principle of equality, and maximum happiness for the maximum number of people are to become reality, how many archaic and yet real power structures must be broken in order to achieve this.




  May the interested reader convince himself or herself of the topicality of this book nearly fifty years after God and the Fascists was first published. It is thrillingly written and a literary achievement of the first rank.




  Editor’s note: Brackets indicate editorial changes made by either Karlheinz Deschner or me.




   




  Peter Gorenflos




  Berlin, Germany
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  While at least the collaboration of the church with the Nazi regime has become more common knowledge in recent times—almost a quarter of a century after the event is late enough, I should say—there are still many circles not aware that the Catholic hierarchy systematically supported all the Fascist states from their beginnings and therefore carry a great responsibility for the deaths of sixty million people.




  The collaboration of the Vatican with Fascism had already begun in 1922, even before the famous “March on Rome,” which Mussolini himself had, as is well known, participated in in the sleeper from Milan, and led to the Second World War via the Lateran Pacts and the raid on Abyssinia, which was a shining success, carried out with the help of pictures of the Madonna and poisonous gases.




  In Spain, the bishops, also supported by the pope, called for a Christian “crusade” against the legally elected republican government as early as 1933, a crusade at whose forefront the troops of the heathen Hitler and the atheist Mussolini fought from 1936 to 1939, as did Franco’s 150,000 Mohammedans and the Foreign Legions—their motto was “Long live death! Down with intelligence!”




  In Germany, the Vatican’s cooperation with Hitler started, in all probability, before the “seizure of power,” but in any case directly afterward and culminated not in 1933/34 but, despite the struggle between the church and the state, the so-called Kirchenkampf (which was fought almost exclusively for purely Catholic interests) not until the middle of the war, after the attack on the Soviet Union, which the Catholic Church had been longing for with a passion, as the mutual pastoral letters of the German and Austrian bishops, which could never have been written without curial approval, prove.




  While the relationship of Pius XI and Pius XII to Mussolini, Franco, and Hitler is discussed in the first three chapters, the final two deal with the behavior of the Vatican in the Second World War and papal policy in Yugoslavia, where from 1941 to 1945, also with the full support of the Catholic clergy, 299 Orthodox churches were destroyed, 240,000 Orthodox Serbs violently converted to Catholicism, and around 750,000 Orthodox Christians, frequently after brutal torture, were murdered; incidentally, this did not become known in German-speaking countries until 1962, when it was exposed in some circles at least by my church history, Abermals krähte der Hahn (And Again the Cock Crew).




  I have taken up the theme investigated in the final part of that work once again and expanded in particular the sections on Italian Fascism, the Spanish Civil War, and the Croatian atrocity. But the chapters on Hitler’s Germany and the Second World War have been revised. So this is not merely a new book in appearance.




  However, when I realize all the distortions and lies with which my church history has been defamed—read pars pro toto the review by the Protestant vicar Wolfgang Hammer in the appendix—I am certain that the lies will continue. What else would there be to do other than to be silent at best? Or to silence me.




  But slander from a church that not only persecuted and massacred millions in the Middle Ages but “repeatedly” and “most insistently” supported probably the greatest criminal of all time in the twentieth century; which in 1933 “would not withdraw the powers of the Church from him at any price,” but on the contrary, wanted to procure everyone for his “great development work,” which in 1935 “strictly [rejected] any action or position taken against the state by its members” and also promised “to support the ruler of the German Reich . . . with all means necessary” in 1936, which, one year before the war broke out, accompanied Hitler’s “work for the future with their highest blessings.” And, when the war started, the church ordered the Catholic soldiers “to do their duty out of obedience to the Führer and be prepared to sacrifice their entire person,” which followed his invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941 “with satisfaction” and affirmed: “We have repeatedly[!], and in the summer pastoral letter, called upon our believers to fulfill their duty with loyalty, to stand firm courageously, work in willingness to sacrifice and fight with all their might[!] in the service of our people in the most serious times of war,” only to condemn Hitler and the Nazis as soon as they collapsed. Well, I consider slander by a church like this an honor.




  I would like to thank all readers to whom I am connected by the struggle against lies and barbarism for their participation in my work and their help in its dissemination.
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  “We shall always remember with gratitude that which has happened for the benefit of religion in Italy, even if the good deeds performed by the party and the regime were not smaller—indeed, they may even have been greater.”




  —Pope Pius XI, 19311




   




  “Your Excellency! The priests of Italy invoke over your person, your work as the restorer of Italy and founder of the Reich and the Fascist government the blessing of the Lord and an eternal halo of Roman wisdom and virtue, today and forever. Duce! The servants of Christ, the fathers of the peasantry honor you loyally. They bless you. They swear loyalty to you. With pious enthusiasm, with the voice and heart of the people we call: hail the Duce!”




  —Father Menossi, January 12, 1938, Palazzo Venezia,


  to which seventy-two bishops and 2,340 priests broke out into shouting: “Duce! Duce! Duce!”2




  PREHISTORY




   




  “It was all about earthly and temporary things, about kings and kingdoms, trials and disputes. Hardly any discussion of spiritual affairs was permitted.”




  —Bishop Jakob von Vitry, in the thirteenth century3




  The poor Son of Man possessed nothing he could lay his head on. And his disciples should pronounce the gospel without money in their belts. He would only allow them a walking staff and sandals, according to Mark.4 According to Matthew and Luke, he even forbade these.5 The biblical Jesus demands the renunciation of all possessions,6 and in the primitive Christian community, where his teachings and the style of his shared life with his disciples had to have the most continuing effect, there was also more than a hint of communism or, as Troeltsch puts it,7 the religious communism of love. And the New Testament even observes: “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had . . . there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.”8




  But while Early Fathers such as Cyprian and, in particular, the noble Basil praised the communism of original Christianity,9 and while doctor of the church John Chrysostom was still preaching that “the community of property is more an adequate way of living for us than private property, and it is in accordance with nature,”10 the loving communist seed of Christianity had already progressed to becoming “the most gigantic exploitation machine,” as Kautsky wrote, “that the world has ever seen.”11




  There is, admittedly, little known of the origin and distribution of church property. Until the fifth century, the Christian writers remained almost completely silent about a development that could not be reconciled with the evangelical ideal of poverty. Under Constantine, at the beginning of the fourth century, when the church suddenly surrendered the pacifism that it had represented for centuries,12 the money rain had definitely already begun. The emperor donated gold, churches, and palaces; his Christian successors awarded new endowments and immunities; what had previously flowed into sacred heathen sites was now being received by the Catholics. It also confiscated the temples and church property of the “heretics.”13 And the assets that were left to it by clerical dignitaries, monks, and slaves14 constantly increased their possessions, especially as it became a custom to choose bishops from rich families. But many laypeople also left capital to the church since it was seen as the best guarantee of reaching eternal salvation.




  After 475 CE, the Church of Rome gave a quarter of the entire church income to the bishop. The clergy received a quarter; the lower clergy, however, also had to depend on outside earnings. A quarter was distributed among the poor and a quarter used for maintaining church buildings.15 But it seemed as if the pope was consuming all four parts for himself alone for years.16 Gradually the ownership of massive property developed, which was termed patrimonium ecclesiae or patrimonium St. Petri. The Roman Church not only had massive possessions in Italy but also in Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia, Dalmatia, Africa, and even in the Middle East. After the fifth century, the bishop of Rome, whose “predecessors” had to preach the gospel barefoot and without money, had become the biggest landowner in the Roman Empire.17




  Then, during the reign of Steven III in the eighth century, a religious war led to the creation of the Papal States, those grotesque monstrosities that would separate the north and the south of Italy for more than a millennium. By using the carrot of heaven and the stick of hell and presenting a letter from St. Peter himself, the pope drove the Frankish ruler Pepin, whose usurped royal dignity the church had recognized and whose predecessor it had put in the monastery, to two crusades against the Lombards, who were threatening Rome. In 756 Pepin gave the conquered territories to St. Peter and his alleged18 successors, who thereby not only had massive estates but also had their own army at their disposal.




  Now, however, the newly formed Papal States, which had arisen through two bloody wars, were given a more ideal origin. While Pepin still reigned, the so-called donatio Constantini, the Donation of Constantine, was fabricated, which was to tie in with the legend of Sylvester. According to this legend, the terrible persecutor of Christians, Constantine(!), was healed from leprosy, converted, and baptized by Pope Sylvester I, and, as a reward, Constantine richly thanked the pope by granting him imperial titles and rights not only with the Lateran, as was actually the case, but also with the city of Rome and even “all the provinces of Italy and the Western lands.”19




  This notorious document, which presented the Papal States as a gift from the first Christian emperor, dated and signed personally, played a crucial role in the popes’ battles with the emperors as “classic evidence.” And with a view to this document, anyone who misappropriated curial property or even favored any such action in any way whatsoever was condemned by the church.20




  Hadrian I, who, out of fifty-five letters he wrote to Charlemagne, wrote forty-five that almost exclusively concerned the papal territories,21 was the first pope to refer to the forgery. In the twelfth century, it went into the Decretum Gratiani, which received the first place in the Corpus Iuris Canonici, the valid law book of the church until 1918. After the followers of Arnold of Brescia had already recognized the fraud, it was finally uncovered in 1440 by the papal secretary and humanist Laurentius Valla in a document that was published by Ulrich von Hutten in 1519. Roman Catholic historiography, however, did not admit the forgery until the nineteenth century. The Papal States, which had been considerably expanded under Innocence III at around 1200, were lost to the popes during their sojourn in Avignon. But by the beginning of the sixteenth century under Julius II, they had achieved their greatest expansion. The pope, who also took up arms to fight in the campaigns, went to war in almost every year of his reign. At the end of the eighteenth century, Napoleon’s soldiers occupied the territory, Pius VI was taken to Valence as a prisoner, and the Papal States were divided up between France and Italy. Although they were restored by the Congress of Vienna in 1815, they were finally absorbed into the kingdom of Italy in 1870.




  For at that time, the Italians occupied Rome on September 20, 1870, and declared it to be their capital. The pope, who had raised the white flag after a brief cannonade, lost his army and his “worldly” rule and even had to be protected by Italian troops from the enraged populace.




  While the king moved into a papal palace on the Quirinal, Pius IX locked himself in the Vatican, sent all government mediators away, excommunicated all those involved in the “usurpation” of Rome on November 1, 1870, and regarded himself as a “prisoner.”




  Thereupon, Italy generously regulated the position of the pope with the Law of Guarantees of May 13, 1871. It declared his person to be “holy and invulnerable,” guaranteed him authority over all Catholic superiors, permitted him a bodyguard, and gave him the use of the completely tax-exempted Vatican buildings and gardens, the Lateran, and the Castel Gandolfo, including the museums, libraries, and collections located there; these would, however, remain the sovereign territory or property of Italy. Furthermore, he was guaranteed complete freedom to exercise his spiritual office, the representatives of foreign governments at the Holy See were granted all the privileges usually accorded to diplomats, and Italian officials were banned from intruding into the papal palaces. And finally, as compensation for the loss of Papal State income, there was a tax-free endowment of 3.25 million lire in the form of an annual pension; however, this was declined by Pius IX and his successors—the “gifts of love” from the believers all over the world who were lamenting them as “prisoners” amounted to more.




  The liquidation of the Papal States and the occupation of Rome by the Italians, the “crime,” as Pius IX put it,22 led to the so-called Roman Question, for whose solution, according to the statement of the Italian politician Francesco Crispi, a man who had an inclination toward mediation, the greatest statesman of all time would be required.




  During the First World War, for which the Vatican was partly responsible,23 the pope understandably did not sympathize with Italy. He supported the Central powers, which is why the Catholic French and Belgians in particular continuously cursed him as a “Boche” and the diplomats of Germany and Austria who had been accredited to him had to leave Rome in 1915. Indeed, the Italian government even made it a condition of their participation in the war, in the papal clause of the London agreement, that the Vatican stay away from the peace negotiations!24 But on the other side of the Central powers, the thought of a new Avignon was propagated during the war. The handover of one of the old spiritual principalities of Salzburg, Trento, Bressanone, or Liechtenstein to the pope as a papal state was considered. There was also discussion in this regard about one of the Calabrian or Dalmatian islands as well as Elba.25 But all plans of this nature remained unfulfilled after the Central powers’ cause was lost and because the Vatican had supported them during the war, in particular in 1917, when the nuncio Pacelli conducted intensive peace negotiations on their behalf,26 the victorious states did not even think of lifting a finger to help the pope. And apart from that, Britain was antipapal; France, anticlerical; Russia, Bolshevist. And since in Italy itself the liberal regime seemed to be tipping toward a socialist or communist one, there was hardly any hope for a solution to the Roman Question.




  In this nearly hopeless situation, the Vatican made its first contacts to a man to whom Konrad Adenauer sent a telegraph in 1929 saying that his name would be entered into the history of the Catholic Church written with golden letters27—Benito Mussolini.




  THE BEGINNINGS OF COOPERATION BETWEEN THE VATICAN AND FASCISM




   




  “I decorate myself with the curses of priests as I would with a fragrant wreath.”




  —Benito Mussolini, 192028




   




  “I recognize that the Latin and world-dominating tradition of Rome has its modern incarnation in Catholicism.”




  —Benito Mussolini, 192129




   




  “Mussolini is making quick progress.”




  —Cardinal Ratti, 192130




  Pope Pius XI, elected at the fourteenth ballot in 1922, had already been following the new party Partito Fascista with great interest as Cardinal Archbishop Ratti of Milan. It has, in fact, even been claimed that his predecessor, Benedict XV, had, in the last days of his life, “sent special attestations of his favor” to the then director of the Milan journal Popolo d’Italia.31




  Mussolini was certainly an atheist. His first essay, published in 1904 and titled “There is No God,” was about the nonexistence of God. He called him a “monstrous product of human ignorance,” and Jesus, if he ever even existed, “a small and mean (piccolo e meschino) person.”32 And as late as 1919 the author of the anti-Catholic novel The Cardinal’s Mistress drew up a strictly antichurch manifesto and swore in 1920 that he would literally spit on all dogmas. “There is no God,” he professed. “From an academic point of view religion is nonsense; in practice it is immoral and the people it attaches itself to are sick.”33 “Never,” stresses G. A. Borgese in his excellent Mussolini book, “had a vendetta been declared so ruthlessly on Christian ethics and religiousness as by the Fascist theory of state and war. A merciless fight between the two powers seemed inevitable.”34




  But only one year later, in the summer of 1921, the Fascist leader announced “that the only universal idea that exists in Rome today is the one that emanates from the Vatican.”35 And on February 5, 1922, on the day Achille Ratti was elected pope, Mussolini, accompanied by two friends, rushed to St. Peter’s Square, where the presence of the president, vice president and secretary of the Fascist Party attracted considerable attention. “Hardly had he arrived at the square,” one of his companions said, “that the Duce was deeply moved by the grandiose spectacle presented by the incredible size of the crowd and the majesty of the Vatican building, which at this moment appeared even more solemn since it enveloped a deep secret within its walls. For a while the Duce remained silent, moved, as if he wanted to quantify the force of the picture before him, then he said: ‘It is incredible that the liberal governments have not realized that the universality of the papacy, the heir to the universality of the Roman Empire, represents the greatest glory of the history and tradition of Italy.’”36




  Shortly after, Mussolini wrote in a letter: “As a citizen of Milan I share the joy of all Milanese about the election of Cardinal Ratti as Pope. Apart from the characteristics that I would call religious he also possesses those that make him agreeable to the mundane world. He is a man of profound historical, political and philosophical education who has seen much of other countries and is very familiar with the situation in Eastern Europe. I am of the view that relations between Italy and the Vatican will improve with Pius XI.”37




  What was Mussolini thinking of? Had he been converted? Had he become a theist or even a pious Catholic? Not at all! He thought no differently of Catholicism than he had done when he assumed power. Even his public speeches confirm this. Even his major chamber report about the Lateran Pacts, that pitiful capitulation to the Vatican, is peppered with anti-Catholic digs.38 Mussolini not only rightly said of Christianity that, although it came into being in Palestine, it did not become Catholic until it reached Rome. He also bluntly declared at this solemn moment: “It is peculiar that I have had to have more Catholic newspapers confiscated in the last three months than in the previous six years put together!”39 And time and again he would speak some harsh words against the papacy and described himself as a Ghibelline and an unbeliever.40 But on the other hand, Mussolini knew that religion, as he had himself stated in his first atheist piece of writing, is “a trick of kings and oppressors to keep their subjects and slaves under control.”41 And since the Duce had also given up Marxism in favor of an antisocialist and antiliberal position, since he was no longer demanding conscientious objection in fiery speeches or calling on working women to throw themselves in front of transport trains,42 Cardinal Achille Ratti was already able to say in 1921, a year before he was elected pope: “Mussolini is making quick progress and will crush everything that gets in his way with elemental force. Mussolini is a wonderful man. Did you hear? A wonderful man! He is a new convert. He comes from the extreme left and has the driving zeal of the novice. . . . The future belongs to him.”43




  So began the cooperation between the Vatican and Fascism before the “March on Rome.” Pius XI hinted at two years of negotiations concerning Mussolini’s suggestions as early as December 23, 1922.44 And Mussolini stressed later that he had not waited for the Lateran Pacts with his policy on religion. “It starts in 1922, indeed in 1921! Read the speech I gave at the Chamber in June!”45




  After all, there were a lot of commonalities. Both sides fought against communists, socialists, and liberals. Both exercised authoritarian rule. The Grand Council of Fascism was also a clear imitation of the so-called Sacred College, and the Duce’s successor was determined as clearly as that of the pope.46 Since Mussolini also abolished the freedoms of press and assembly, had crucifixes brought back to the classrooms, reintroduced religious education, protected the Catholic holiday processions, and released churches and monasteries that had been confiscated shortly afterward, they would have come to an agreement even if the atheist had not prayed to Madonna before a gathering of Fascists.47




  “A product composed of clericalism and militarism”—this is how Fascism was described at an early stage by Francesco Nitti, the previous Italian prime minister,48 of whom Curzio Malaparte, head of the journal Stampa under Mussolini, wrote that the strict, straight, decent Nitti represented Protestant moralism with his modest living habits, but what Italy now needed “to become great is Catholic immoralism.”49




  Before he came to government, Mussolini had had a secret meeting with Cardinal Secretary of State Gasparri at the house of the Catholic senator Count Santucci in Rome—a meeting that is vividly reminiscent of Hitler’s with the papal confidant von Papen, the “alter ego of Monsignor Pacelli,”50 at the house of the Cologne banker von Schroeder before the Nazis’ seizure of power (p. 89). “After this discussion,” said Cardinal Gasparri, “I knew that we would get what we wanted through this man if he came to power.”51




  And since Mussolini could hardly achieve his goals without Vatican help—“Five minutes of fire,” said Pietro Badoglio, chief of the general staff at the time, “and we’ll hear nothing of Fascism ever again”52—the Duce collaborated with the curia before the “March on Rome,” which he, as we have already noted, traveled to in a sleeper.53 As early as October 22, 1922, the Vatican called on the Italian hierarchy not to identify with the (anti-Fascist) Catholic Party but to remain neutral, which was undoubtedly tantamount to supporting Mussolini,54 who assumed office on October 28.




  Nearly three months later, on January 20, 1923, the cardinal secretary of state started secret talks with him.55 The Vatican committed to shutting down the Partito Popolare, the Catholic Party, since they could expect a much more radical attack on liberals, democrats, and communists by the Fascists. Mussolini guaranteed their abolition and the preservation of church “rights.”




  THE FIRST SERVICE




   




  “Mussolini . . . did not, after his march into Rome, send some ridiculous delegation to the Vatican or seek to buy the friendship of the powerful High Priest with tactless attentions. He took the right way by first settling the debts in the territories of the higher and highest.”




  —Bayerischer Kurier, Munich56




   




  “He recognized what none of the statesmen of Europe had since Metternich: that the Vatican is primarily a spiritual power, a religious power, which must not be approached with political and material things.”




  —Baron von Cramer-Klett in the Münchener Zeitung57




  The first service the ex-socialist rendered to the Holy See was a financial one. He saved the “Banco di Roma,” to which the curia and many of its prelates had entrusted large amounts of money, from bankruptcy by stepping in with approximately 1.5 billion lire at the expense of the Italian state.58 (The Pacelli family, closely related to Italian and international monopoly capital, still has considerable influence on this bank today. Just as the three nephews of Pius XII, Marcantonio, Carlo, and Giulio Pacelli, who were high dignitaries of the Vatican under his papacy and at the same time presidents and supervisory board members of important banks and monopoly companies,59 were involved in nearly all the major Italian financial scandals of the post-war period. Their income during their papal uncle’s time in office amounted to around fifty million dollars.60)




  After the “Banco di Roma” was bailed out, the songs of praise to Mussolini from the Italian bishops, including the pope, began. Cardinal Vannutelli, the deacon of the so-called Sacred College, went as far as to declare to Mussolini’s face that he was “chosen to save the nation and restore its happiness.”61 “When Fascists were attacking and murdering members of the Catholic Party at that time, including priests such as Father Don Minzoni, the pope did not utter a syllable in protest.”62 On the contrary, he crucially accommodated Mussolini at the same time. Because when the latter wanted to abolish parliament by means of electoral reform in early 1923, an act bitterly opposed not only by liberals and democrats but also by the founder and leader of the Catholic Party—Sicilian clergyman Don Sturzo—and 107 Catholic members, the pope ordered Don Sturzo to resign on June 9, 1923, and even pushed for the dissolution of the Catholic Party.63 Although it did continue to exist for a while, it was affected considerably by the removal of its leader. And directly afterward, the highest representatives of the Catholic hierarchy, especially those who were in the know about the pope’s new policies, quite openly briefed for Mussolini; indeed, the archbishop of Florence, Cardinal Mistrangelo, showered him with thanks in a public speech ten days later, embraced him, and kissed him on both cheeks.64




  Now the Fascist “revolution” in Italy was certainly one of the most bloodless of all; it all happened in accord with the previous ruling powers, the monarchy and, in particular, the church, and those who resisted were allegedly “loosened” quickly with castor oil.65




  But still, several thousand also died at the hands of Fascist terror. Communists and socialist workers were shot outside the cities at dawn. More highly placed opponents, including previous friends of Mussolini, were dragged out of their beds at night and slaughtered in front of their wives and children.66 An unknown number were incarcerated or sent to desolate islands, including men such as Rossi, Fancello, Bauer, and Vinciguerra. Many went into exile. The author Lauro de Bossis flew from France to Rome, threw flyers over the city, and disappeared without trace forever. The author Carlo Rosselli, one of the most important Italian emigrants, was assassinated along with his brother thirteen years to the day after a crime committed by Mussolini that nearly cost him his career.




  For on June 10, 1924, the young criminal law teacher and socialist leader Giacomo Matteotti, Mussolini’s bitterest opponent, was abducted by Fascists and gruesomely murdered. Matteotti, who came from a family of big landowners, had selflessly helped the countless unusually poor peasants in his province and sacrificed all of his assets for his social work.67




  The outrage in Italy was extraordinary. As the documents show, the murder, which Catholic journals later wanted to hang on the Freemasons,68 was ordered personally by Mussolini.69 His career seemed over. There were calls for the king to depose him. But Pius XI once again took the Duce’s side and even ordered all the priests to leave the Catholic Party, which was as good as dissolving it. The pope had thereby as good as eliminated one of the most important obstacles to a Fascist dictatorship; on December 20, 1926, he announced to the world: “Mussolini has been sent to us by Providence.”70




  For at the time, those negotiations whose conclusion would forge even closer links between the Vatican and Fascism were already taking place.




  THE LATERAN PACTS




   




  “For a government to undertake to study a reform of the state church laws and heed the warning of the Pope were things that had not been experienced in Italy for more than a century in the church policies of the various successive governments.”




  —Francesco Pacelli, 192971




   




  “Before God and his Holy Revelations I swear and promise on the occasion of my nomination as bishop to remain loyal to the Italian state. I swear and promise to respect the King and the government, which was formed in accordance with the constitutional basis of the state and have them respect the clergy under my charge. I swear and promise that I will not take part in any consultations or agreements that could damage the Italian state or public order and I will not permit any of the clergy under my charge to take part. I will make every effort to serve the well-being and the interests of the Italian state and counter any danger that could threaten it.”




  — oath of loyalty that the Italian bishops had to swear to the


  Fascist state because of the concordat.72




  Tellingly, the negotiations began in 1926. Because this was the year the pope finally surrendered the Catholic Party, the liberals and socialists, who had just received more than 50 percent of all votes, were banned, their newspapers suppressed, their leaders arrested, and, in general, all legal guarantees were abolished. So it was definitely no coincidence that the negotiations began at the same time as the Fascist dictatorship with what the dictator himself called the totalitarian fascistization of the state.73 Because after Mussolini had achieved his aims with the help of the pope, the pope should then—remember the words of Gasparri (p. 31)—achieve his with Mussolini’s. And Francesco Pacelli asks: “How could Jesus Christ, the son of the living God, not hear the prayers of his representative?”74




  And indeed, he did hear them. It did, however, take place in secret for a long time. The draft solution to the Roman Question, drawn up at the end of February 1926, was not transferred to the chamber, “a position,” as Francesco Pacelli said in 1929, “that is beyond praise.”75




  The consistorial advocate Pacelli, a brother of the later Pope Pius XII, negotiated for the Vatican; his friend, State Councilor Domenico Barone, for the Fascists. After Domenico Barone’s death, Mussolini conferred with Pacelli himself and did so, as the Catholic newspaper Bayerischer Kurier wrote, “mostly at night.”76




  The significance of the lawyer Pacelli in this context can hardly be overestimated. Barone said to Mussolini on this matter in the summer of 1926: “I think I did my duty when I drew Your Eminence’s attention to the possibilities that exist of an agreement about the regulation of the relations between the Italian state and the Holy See. I did this on the basis of a tip I had received from a prelate who has a high position in the Vatican and on the basis of the talks I had with the advocate Francesco Pacelli on his initiative. The latter is, of the legal representatives of the Holy See, the one who enjoys the complete trust of the Holy Father most directly.”77 And indeed, Francesco Pacelli was received no less than 150 times by the pope, according to his own reckoning.78 And Mussolini also emphasized Pacelli’s “very large role” in the pacts79; he later received the title of margrave after their ratification, and in 1940, after his brother was appointed pope, Pacelli was elevated to the title of hereditary prince. His sons are the abovementioned three papal nephews with whom Pius XII let the nepotism of the Renaissance hierarchs bloom in its full glory once again.




  The agreement signed on February 11, 1929, increased the standing of the Fascists phenomenally on the one hand, as soon later the concordat with Hitler’s Germany would the prestige of the Nazis; on the other hand, it provided great benefits to the Roman curia. It relinquished the restoration of the Papal States once and for all—for almost one and a half millennia the allegedly indispensable basis of their independence and freedom that had cost countless wars—and recognized the Kingdom of Italy under the dynasty of the House of Savoy with Rome as its capital, it is true, but in return, the pope received unlimited territorial and personal sovereignty over the Vatican City and, as additional compensation, the monstrous sum of one billion lire in government bonds and 750 million lire in cash.




  Mussolini had solved the Roman Question by accommodating the church all the way. The Fascist state had made possible what the protest of four popes to the liberal Italian state could not because it still needed the support of the curia. It was, as former Italian prime minister Francesco Nitti wrote, quite simply “a capitulation of the Italian government.”80 “Because what benefits does the Italian state have?” asks Nitti in an enlightening essay. “Nothing but the recognition of the real situation that has existed since 1870. Who would ever have believed that Rome would once again be ruled by the Pope? Not even anyone in the Vatican would have believed it. I have been talking with the leading persons from the Church about the Roman question for thirty years. Nobody has ever seriously asked me for Rome or even the tiniest plot of Italian soil. But what has the Vatican now actually received? A territory, albeit a very small one, but recognition as a sovereign state. It has also received a sum whose amount is unique in the history of the Church . . . the capital of a world bank.”




  Nitti, originally a professor of finance in Naples, then expands: “I am the only person who knows the financial position of the Church outside the Vatican. I have documents regarding their precise income and expenditure. I was Treasury Minister during the war when the income of the different funds was being checked. I was Prime Minister when the capital tax was introduced. I have no right to make documents public that are not intended for the public; but I do have the right to say that this remuneration, which is unprecedented in history, is absolutely inexplicable.”81
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