
[image: image]


[image: image]




First published in 1882 by Jansen, McClurg and Company

First Racehorse Publishing Edition 2017

All rights to any and all materials in copyright owned by the publisher are strictly reserved by the publisher.

Foreword © 2017 Vin T. Sparano

Racehorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.

Racehorse Publishing™ is a pending trademark of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.

Cover design by Lori Wendin

Cover artwork credit: iStockphotos

Print ISBN: 978-1-944686-38-3

Ebook ISBN: 978-1-944686-40-6

Printed in the United States of America


TO

GEORGE VAN ZANDT,

MY STEADFAST FRIEND.



PREFACE.
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THE camper has of late years occupied a distinctive position by the side of the hunter, the angler and the canoeist. Each summer adds to the number of those who, without being expert in the arts of the sportsman, go out for the mere pleasure of camping. Even ladies and children penetrate the depths of our forests, share in the genial glow of the camp-fire, and enhance the pleasure of a woodland life by their presence. The lover of nature, the artist, the sportsman and the naturalist, each find occupation, amusement and rest.

The aim in writing this little work has been to give concisely some practical hints sufficient for guidance, which can be acted upon according to the length of the purse and the degree of one’s enthusiasm. Whether the reader’s tent be pitched upon the seashore, beside a mountain brook, or upon the rolling prairie, it is hoped that something may be found in the following pages which will add to his comfort and his pleasure.

For the kindness of authors and publishers in allowing extracts to be taken from their works, for which credit will be found elsewhere, thanks are due.



FOREWORD
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I’VE BEEN a camper, hunter, and fisherman all my life and I hate to admit it, but modern technology has spoiled us rotten. When we head into the woods, we like to think of ourselves as mountain men and women, tough woodsmen who can survive in the bush and live off the land. A quick look in my backpack tells me a much different story. I carry a smartphone, a handheld GPS, a space blanket in case I get chilly, a fire starter that I simply squirt on a wet log and conjure a roaring camp-fire, and high-energy power bars in case I get hungry. My clothes and boots are waterproof and windproof. My tent literally pops up in seconds. When we tell friends that we’re roughing it in the woods, we should bite our tongues.

When I was asked to take a look at this book, I wondered what was left to say about an activity made quite comfortable by L.L. Bean and the Bass Pro stores. But then I saw that this book was published in 1882, long before the creation of the outdoor gear that we take for granted today. What I discovered in its pages is fascinating reading about what camping was like nearly 135 years ago.

I already told you what’s in my backpack, but now let’s go back in time. In 1882, here are a few of the items Henderson tells us to put in our packs. He recommends heavy flannel shirts, stout woolen pantaloons, French kip-skin boots, Balmoral shoes, pipes and tobacco, Indian blankets, and a pair of buckskin gauntlets. The author even suggests you make a blanket bag out of “ordinary grain bags.”

It’s interesting to wonder what Henderson would have thought if he walked through one of our outdoor stores today. I kept comparing his grand-old advice to the gear I see in my Cabela’s catalog. It was like reading about the 1804 Lewis and Clark expedition and the tortuous conditions they encountered. Too bad Lewis and Clark didn’t have a copy of Henderson’s book. It might have kept them out of trouble.

Keep in mind that back in 1882, we still had a long way to go with our medical knowledge. Penicillin and antibiotics weren’t developed until the early 1920s. Any kind of injury or wounds on a camping trip meant a serious risk of infection. So what kind of camping advice would an outdoor writer offer 135 years ago? Not knowing what the future held, Hendersons recommended treatment of a wound is a little scary:

“Bleeding from a wound on man or beast may be stopped by a mixture of wheat flour and common salt, in equal parts, bound on with a cloth. If the bleeding be profuse, use a large quantity, say from one to three pints. It may be left on for hours, or even days, if necessary.”

If I cut myself on a camping trip, I doubt I’d mix up a batch of salt-laden wheat flour and put it on my wound. I’ll opt for some Neosporin and a sterile bandage. Although reading Henderson’s sage advice at a time when trekking into the woods could well be risky, his ideas might have saved lives during the time. I do, however, take issue with the author’s treatment for snakebite. Although not a cure, I do confess that his treatment might relieve some tension. Henderson suggests “For the bite of a rattlesnake, whisky taken freely seems to be the only antidote.”

I still found the author’s book a valuable insight, even if some of his advice might sound outdated today. How else can we appreciate what we have today without first acknowledging our past? Henderson gave us safe and sound advice more than 135 years ago and we owe him a debt of gratitude. Reading his wonderful little book gives us a great deal of insight into the world of camping and offers us fascinating comparisons to the modern camper.

I wonder how many campers today would venture into the woods and waters equipped with only Hendersons gear and advice. You can start out by leaving your geodesic tent, your cell phone, and GPS at home. Do you know how to build a lean-to? You can leave the trail, but do you still remember how to use a map and compass? If you don’t have a compass, Henderson reminds us that moss is thickest in the shade on the north side of the trees and the branches of a tree are the largest on the south side. How’s that for trail-blazing?

Want to take the challenge and go into the woods with the gear Horace Henderson used 135 years ago? Good luck. You may quickly discover that you may not be as tough as Horace. Make sure you take his little book with you.

—Vin T. Sparano, Editor Emeritus, Outdoor Life; author of The Complete Outdoors Encyclopedia and The Complete Guide to Camping and Wilderness Survival



PRACTICAL HINTS ON CAMPING.
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CHAPTER I.


PREPARATION.

ARECENT writer has well said that the genuine camper divides the year by the 1st of January. Up to that time his talk is all about the last camp he had, and after that it is all of the next camp. The old adage “Seize time by the forelock, for he is bald behind,” applies as well to pleasure as to business. Double is the enjoyment to the lover of woodland life if he knows weeks ahead just when, and just where, he is going to spend his vacation. Nor can he too early in the season look over and perfect his kit. Many an hour’s dearly bought pleasure has been marred by simply not preparing in time. The camper should always bear in mind that homely phrase, and “get a good ready.” Make out a full inventory of all you have on hand which you may want for the next vacation. Put down everything; not only usual cooking utensils, clothing, tent, and fishing tackle, but also the little odds and ends of things, such as a chain, a hook, a piece of wire, etc. Often these little trifles prove a most valuable part of your inventory. Put down each article in a line by itself. Do not jumble three or four items together. Having completed your inventory, make out a supplementary inventory of all those things which past experience has taught you the necessity of, or which you think you require, and you have not already on your list. Leave nothing to memory; put every article down. Next read everything you can find referring to camping; and especially is this important if you are a novice, for good camping is an art to be acquired only by experience and careful attention to every detail. One man will have twice the comfort, twice the pleasure, and at one-half the expense, that another man will, simply by knowing how to camp. As you read, make notes, and add to your supplementary inventory such articles as you find you have overlooked.

Examine your lists carefully and strike out everything you think you can get along without. Simplicity should be your constant aim. Dispense with all the requirements of city life as far as possible. If you are inexperienced, you probably will find after one or two seasons out, that of the articles you took with you into the woods the first time, you could have left two-thirds of them at home, and still have been very well provided.

While accumulating information, decide how you are going to carry your things. Much of your stuff can be packed as well at once as later. Often the first care of an old camper after his return, is to put everything in order for the next season. Every article relating to camp life, except perhaps clothing, should be kept by itself. How to pack is a problem each must settle for himself. Boxes with hinged covers will be found very useful, though perhaps good strong trunks are better than anything else. They are more easily handled in camp, and go as personal baggage en route; thus obviating the necessity, at times, of sending part of your kit ahead by freight. You will find it convenient to know the weight of each piece of baggage, and it will assist you in making future plans.

Travel as light as possible, but be sure you have sufficient clothing and bedding to keep warm. A heavy double blanket, and two rubber blankets, one beneath you and one over you, will generally be found sufficient for the night. Besides usual clothing you should have one set of light summer, and one set of heavy winter underwear. A light flannel wrapper, or vest, should always be worn.

Provisions should be packed entirely by themselves. Do not undertake to do it yourself, even for small purchases. Go to some large grocery house, and their packer will put up your things neater and better than you can. They will furnish a suitable box, and see that it is properly marked. You can also generally obtain from them a printed price-list which you will find advantageous in helping you decide what you want. But — beware — take care — make it a condition precedent to your purchase that you are to oversee the wrapping up of every package, and to check off yourself every article as it is put in the box. Be not deceived by any assurances whatever. This is important, and something you must attend to yourself. It is no slight matter to be from ten to forty miles from a settlement and find you are minus the fish-sauce, or that the pepper or salt has been forgotten. Have everything double wrapped. Better still, use small bags. Coin bags of different sizes, such as bankers use, will be found for many things very convenient. Do not forget to ask for an old meal bag. It is one of the most serviceable articles in camp. Take a bill of your purchases, and examine it carefully and preserve it. Old grocery bills are frequently valuable to refer to.

Provisions can be left to the last, but all other purchases should have been completed days before. Allow ample time for every preparation. Do not fly around town the last morning like a decapitated hen. You will find enough to annoy one in camp; and you should start out as calmly and quietly as you go down to your business.

A cheap flexible blank book, which can be carried in the side pocket, will be found very convenient. It should be of about twenty-four pages, the ruling narrow, and the page wide. Such a book which came under our notice was filled out as follows:

INVENTORY OF ARTICLES BELONGING TO A. B.
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CLOTHING.
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CAMP EQUIPAGE.
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HUNTING OUTFIT.
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FISHING TACKLE.
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Under this last head were enumerated the different lines, giving size and length of each, the number of hooks and their sizes; the number of flies, giving the kind, size, color and price of each, etc., etc.
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES.
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PRIVATE EXPENSE ACCOUNT.
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EXPENSES IN COMMON.
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Memorandum.
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Left ———— on a camping expedition ———— 188 —— at ——— o’clock –m., via —————. Party numbers ——— as follows: ————. Reached camp at ——— o’clock –m., on the ——— day of ———, 188–. Broke camp —————. Reached home——————, 188–. Time absent —————. Total cost of trip, $————.

NOTES.

Here follow various entries; such as notes of travel, observations, practical hints, a running diary of the trip, etc.

Such a book, by properly checking off the inventory, may last for two or three seasons; or if preferred you can get a new one each year for a few cents, and thus have an interesting volume relating to each expedition.

Avoid dressing “loud.” Buy a cheap suit, or better still, wear your old clothes. Dark colors are preferable, being less liable to attract the attention of game, and easier to take care of. Rubber boots, except for ladies, are not recommended. For rubber blankets take the government poncho. It will be found very convenient. A rubber coat is very serviceable at times, but is not indispensable. Boots should be very easy, and take along an old pair of slippers. A hammock will be found enjoyable. A cheap one will do, but do not take the smallest adult size; it is not quite large enough for real comfort.

Be sure you take with you a large stock of patience and good nature. Camping out tests the character. A good camper accommodates himself to circumstances, and is too much of a philosopher to condescend to quarrel. Make no rules, if you can avoid it, and break none that are made. If you are appointed a leader, shift the office upon the shoulders of another man if you can; and if not, then govern by tact and quiet influence, rather than by arbitrary regulations.
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