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PREFACE





  As I write today, I’m currently snuggled in bed next to my smallest little one, who is teething and miserable with a runny nose and low-grade fever, and overall just in need of Mommy. Some days, this happens. Everything else just gets put on hold, the laundry piles up, and the “me-time” becomes snuggle-in-bed time. Of course, there are knitting magazines, a tablet, and some yarn nearby, as well as my water, some snacks, and the remote (I’m no novice; I’m in for the long haul!), but for now, my focus is on my little guy and helping him feel better. While he snoozes, my mind wanders, and I know that there is nothing more important that I need to do today than just to be there for him—whether by simply snuggling in bed with him or holding him while he sleeps and nursing him when he wakes up hungry and tearful. I’m there for him, and, when I need it, my knitting is there for me.




  The yarn and needles just sit there, content to wait their turn, to offer a silent nod of comfort and solace. They are never demanding or impatient, they just wait for me and when I’m ready, they are ready, like a familiar and comforting sweater just begging to be worn when you need it, giving you warmth, comfort, and security. That’s knitting for you.




  When you have little ones, the days can be long, but the years are so incredibly short. Sometimes you might feel like it’s a waste to spend a day in bed, reading that silly rhyme book for the umpteenth time, or you might have just had your fill of dog-themed movies by lunchtime, but rest assured, one day (not anytime soon, I promise!), this will be a fleeting memory. And when that day comes, the yarn and needles will be there as well. Don’t buy in to the hype either: you don’t have to be Supermom—some days you’re just Mom, and that’s OK. If you aren’t resting, eating, and taking care of yourself, you can’t nurse, comfort, and take care of others, no matter what the commercials try to tell you.




  Practicing self-care can be very difficult, especially when there’s so much to do and so little time to get it all done. Knitting is always there—never demanding, never begging, and always offering comfort, rest, and quiet. As the days go rushing by, why not take a little time to make memories, to piece together fabrics that will not only bring you joy and pride in their creation, but will bring laughter, smiles, and memories from your kids? And when all is said and done, the time and beauty will wrap you in your own blanket to hold you when you’re sick, to bring you comfort when you’re lonely, and to be there when you just need a minute to remember that you are loved and cherished. The knitting—it will always be there, it will always wait for you, and it will always offer you a gift you didn’t know you wanted but appreciate so very much.







  



  
1 The Basics
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BASIC Romper
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  When you just want to grab something and get started, this Basic Romper is where it’s at! This is like the cookie recipe you turn to over and over again—your knitting pantry staple. All the other rompers are basically a variation in one form or another of this one.




  




  Sizes: Newborn (6 months, 12 months, 18 months)




  Finished Chest Circumference: 16 (18, 19, 20) in / 40.5 (45.5, 48.5, 51) cm




  Gauge: 24 sts and 32 rows = 4 in / 10 cm in St st on larger needles, after washing and blocking




  Yarn: Tippy Tree Yarns, Tippy Sport (#2 fine weight; 80% superwash merino, 20% nylon; 328 yd / 300 m per 3.5 oz / 100 g): 1 (1, 2, 2) skeins Unicorn Eyelashes




  Needles: US 5 (3.75 mm) 16 in / 40 cm circular and dpn(s), or size needed to obtain gauge; and US 3 (3.25 mm) 16 in / 40 cm circular and dpn(s), or needles two sizes smaller than size needed to obtain gauge




  Notions: Tapestry needle, two ½ in / 1.5 cm JHB buttons, sewing needle and thread, waste yarn




  Stitch Guide




  




  K1, P1 RIB WORKED FLAT




  Row 1: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of row.




  Row 2: *P1, k1; rep from * to end of row.




  Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for Pattern.




  K1, P1 RIB IN THE ROUND




  Rnd 1: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of rnd.




  Repeat Rnd 1 for Pattern.
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  A - 16 (18, 19, 20) in 40.5 (45.5, 48.5, 51) cm




  B - 3.75 (4.25, 4.25, 4.5) in 9.5 (11, 11, 11.5) cm




  C - 7.75 (8.5, 9.5, 10.5) in 19.5 (21.5, 24, 26.5) cm




  D - 10.5 (13.5, 14.5, 15.5) in 26.5 (34.5, 37, 39.5) cm




  E - 1.5 (1.5, 1.25, 1.5) in 4 (4, 3, 4) cm




  F - 6 (6.75, 7, 7.25) in 15 (17, 18, 18.5) cm




  G - 9.25 (10.25, 10.75, 11.25) in 23.5 (26, 27.5, 28.5) cm




  H - 3 (3.5, 3.75, 4) in 7.5 (9, 9.5, 10) cm




  INSTRUCTIONS




  Body




  




  With smaller needles, CO 47 (51, 57, 63) sts.




  Set-up Row 1 (RS): K11 (11, 13, 13) front sts, pm, k6 (6, 6, 8) sleeve sts, pm, k16 (20, 22, 24) back sts, pm, k6 (6, 6, 8) sleeve sts, pm, k8 (8, 10, 10) front sts.




  Set-up Row 2 (WS): Knit.




  Set-up Row 3: Knit.




  Buttonhole Row (WS): Knit to last 3 sts, k2tog, yo, k1.




  Switch to larger needles.




  Inc Row (RS): (Knit to 1 st before m, k1f b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end—55 (59, 65, 71) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K3, purl to last 3 sts, k3 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Next Inc Row (RS): (Knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end—63 (67, 73, 79) sts.




  Buttonhole Row (WS): K3, purl to last 3 sts, k2tog, yo, k1.




  Next Inc Row (RS): (Knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end—71 (75, 81, 87) sts.




  Next Row: K3, purl to last 3 sts, k3.




  Joining Rnd (RS): Slip 3 sts purlwise from the RH needle to spare dpn, then k2tog using 1 st from RH needle and 1 st from dpn three times. Join to work in the round and place a different type of marker to distinguish the start of the round, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of rnd—76 (80, 86, 92) sts.




  Even Rnd: Knit.




  Inc Rnd: (Knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end—84 (88, 94, 100) sts.




  Repeat last 2 rnds 10 (12, 12, 13) times—164 (184, 190, 204) sts.




  Separate Sleeves: Knit to 1st m, remove m, slip 36 (40, 40, 44) sleeve sts to waste yarn, CO 2 sts, remove m, knit to next marker, remove m, slip 36 (40, 40, 44) sleeve sts to waste yarn, CO 2 sts, remove m, knit to end of rnd—96 (108, 114, 120) sts.




  Knit even until piece measures 10.5 (13.5, 14.5, 15.5) in / 26.5 (34.5, 37, 39.5) cm from underarm.




  Gusset




  




  Set-up Rnd: K1, place gusset marker, k46 (52, 55, 58), place gusset marker, k2, place gusset marker, knit to 1 st before BOR, place gusset marker, k1.
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  FRONT
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  BACK
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  Inc Rnd: Knit to gusset m, m1L, sm, knit to next gusset m, sm, m1R, knit to next gusset m, M1L, sm, knit to next gusset m, sm, M1R, knit to end.




  Repeat last 2 rnds until there are 11 sts between each set of gusset markers.




  Split Legs: Knit to last gusset marker, slip next 11 sts to waste yarn, turn and purl back to the back gusset sts, slip next 11 sts to waste yarn. Continue working left leg only in St st flat, until leg measures 2 (2.5, 2.75, 3) in / 5 (6.5, 7, 7.5) cm from split.




  Note: If preferred here, you can place the right leg sts on waste yarn or a holder, but you can easily leave them on the other portion of the circular needle while working the left leg flat.




  Change to smaller needles, and work K1, P1 Rib for 1 in / 2.5 cm. Bind off in Rib pattern.




  Repeat for second leg.




  Gusset Snap Band: With smaller needles and the RS of the romper front facing, start at the bottom right corner, and pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 rows along the leg, move the 11 held sts onto spare needles and knit across, pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 rows down left side. Knit every row for 1.5 in / 4 cm. Bind off in Rib pattern. Repeat for back side.




  Sleeves




  




  Move 36 (40, 40, 44) sleeve sts to dpn(s). Knit around sleeve sts, pick up and knit 2 sts, pm, pick up and knit 2 sts.




  Knit 3 rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—2 sts dec.




  Even Rnd: Knit.




  Rep Dec Rnd 1 (1, 0, 1) time more—36 (40, 42, 44) sts.




  Switch to smaller needles and work in K1, P1 Rib in the round for 3 rnds.




  Bind off in Rib pattern.




  FINISHING




  Sew buttons carefully on button band on opposite side matching buttonholes.




  Using a sewing machine or needle and thread, carefully sew snap tape along the RS of the gusset snap band.




  Weave in all ends. Wash and block to measurements.




  



  
BASIC Stripes





  




  [image: chpt_fig_008]




  



  When you want something just a little bit snazzier than your basic romper, and you have the time to make the magic—it’s time for stripes! You can work any combination of stripes (this would be a super-fun time to make a magical-colored romper with all your leftover bits of yarn!), or you could use a super-dainty palette in shades of pink. I’ve paired a turquoise with a bright red in this piece for optimum fun and 110% style.




  




  Sizes: Newborn (6 months, 12 months, 18 months)




  Finished Chest Circumference: 16 (18, 20, 22) in / 40.5 (45.5, 51, 56) cm




  Gauge: 20 sts and 28 rows = 4 in / 10 cm in St st on larger needles




  Yarn: Lion Brand Yarn, Basic Stitch Premium (#4 medium weight; 100% acrylic; 219 yd / 200 m per 3.5 oz / 100 g): 1 (1, 2, 2) skeins Garnet (C1), and 1 (1, 2, 2) skeins Tourmaline (C2)




  Needles: US 7 (4.5 mm) 16 in / 40 cm circular, or size needed to obtain gauge; and US 5 (3.75 mm) 16 in / 40 cm circular and dpn(s), or needles two sizes smaller than size needed to obtain gauge




  Notions: Tapestry needle, three ½ in / 1.5 cm JBH buttons, 1 in / 2.5 cm wide snap tape, sewing thread, waste yarn




  Stitch Guide




  




  K1, P1 RIB WORKED FLAT




  Row 1: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of row.




  Row 2: *P1, k1; rep from * to end of row.




  Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for pattern.




  K1, P1 RIB IN THE ROUND




  Rnd 1: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of rnd.




  Repeat Rnd 1 for pattern.




  STRIPE PATTERN




  2 rows/rnds in C1




  2 rows/rnds in C2




  Stripe pattern is worked throughout pattern unless specified to work a particular color.
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  A - 16 (18, 20, 22) in 40.5 (45.5, 51, 56) cm




  B - 2.75 (3.5, 4, 4.5) in 7 (9, 10, 11.5) cm




  C - 9.75 (10.25, 11, 11.75) in 25 (26, 28, 30) cm




  D - 10.5 (13.5, 14.5, 15.5) in 26.5 (34.5, 37, 39.5) cm




  E - 7.5 (8.25, 9, 10) in 19 (21, 23, 25.5) cm




  F - 6 (6.75, 7.75, 8.75) in 15 (17, 19.5, 22) cm




  G - 8.25 (9, 9.75, 10.75) in 21 (23, 25, 27.5) cm




  H - 5.5 (6.5, 7.5, 8.5) in 14 (16.5, 19, 21.5) cm




  I - 4.75 (5.5, 6.5, 7.5) in 12 (14, 16.5, 19) cm




  
INSTRUCTIONS





  Body




  




  With larger needles and C1, CO 49 (51, 55, 59) sts.




  Set-up Row 1 (RS): K5 sts (button band), pm, k6 (6, 7, 7) front sts, pm, k6 (6, 7, 8) sleeve sts, pm, k15 (17, 17, 19) back sts, pm, k6 (6, 7, 8) sleeve sts, pm, k6 (6, 7, 7) front sts, pm, k5 sts (button band).




  Set-up Row 2 (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  On next row switch to C2. Continue the striping pattern as listed above (switching every two rows) unless otherwise directed.




  Inc Row (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—57 (59, 63, 67) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Buttonhole Inc Row (RS): K2, yo, k2tog, k1, sm, (knit to 1st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—65 (67, 71, 75) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Inc Row (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—8 sts increased.




  Repeat last two rows 2 (3, 4, 5) times more—89 (99, 111, 123) sts.




  Work one more WS Even Row.




  Buttonhole Inc Row (RS): K2, yo, k2tog, k1, sm, (knit to 1st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—97 (107, 119, 131) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Inc Row (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—8 sts increased.




  Repeat last two rows 1 (2, 3, 4) times more—113 (131, 151, 171) sts.




  Work one more WS Even Row.




  Buttonhole Inc Row (RS): K2, yo, k2tog, k1, sm, (knit to 1st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—121 (139, 159, 179) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Join Fronts and Back (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to last 5 sts. Slip 5 sts purlwise from the LH needle to spare dpn, then k2tog using 1 st from RH needle and 1 st from dpn five times—124 (142, 162, 182) sts.
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  FRONT
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  BACK




  Cut yarn, leaving a 12 in / 30.5 cm tail, slip 16 (18, 21, 23) sts purlwise to the RH needle (all the sts before the first sleeve m).




  Separate Sleeves: Remove m, then move 26 (30, 35, 40) sleeve sts to waste yarn, CO 2 sts, place new BOR m, CO 2 sts, remove m, knit to next m, remove m, move 26 (30, 35, 40) sleeve sts to waste yarn, CO 2 sts, pm, CO 2 sts, knit to end of rnd.




  Knit every rnd until piece measures 10.5 (13.5, 14.5, 15.5) in / 26.5 (34.5, 37, 39.5) cm from underarm.




  Gusset




  




  Set-up Rnd 1: K19 (22, 24, 27) sts, place gusset m, k1, place gusset m, k39 (44, 49, 54) sts, place gusset m, k1, place gusset m, knit to end.




  Set-up Rnd 2: Knit.




  Gusset Inc Rnd: Knit to gusset m, sm, *m1L, knit to m, m1R, sm; rep from * once, knit to end.




  Even Rnd: Knit.




  Repeat last 2 rnds four times more, until there are 11 sts between the gusset markers.




  Split Legs: Knit to last gusset m, slip next 11 sts to waste yarn, turn and purl back to the back gusset sts, slip next 11 sts to waste yarn. Continue working left leg only in St st flat, until leg measures 4 (5, 6, 7) in / 10 (12.5, 15, 18) cm from split.




  Note: If preferred here, you can place the right leg sts on waste yarn or a holder, but you can easily leave them on the other portion of the circular needle while working the left leg flat.




  Switch to smaller needles and work in k1, p1 rib for 1.5 in / 4 cm.




  Gusset Snap Band: With smaller needles and RS facing and starting at the bottom right corner of the front above the Rib stitch, pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 sts along the leg, move the 11 held gusset sts on to spare needles and knit across, pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 sts along the leg. Knit every row for 1.5 in / 4 cm. Bind off all sts. Repeat for back side.
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  Sleeves




  




  Move 26 (30, 35, 40) sleeve sts to dpns.




  Reattach yarn and knit around sleeve sts, pick up and knit 2 sts, pm, pick up and knit 2 sts—30 (34, 39, 44) sts.




  Knit 3 rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—28 (32, 37, 42) sts.




  Knit 10 (10, 12, 14) rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—26 (30, 35, 40) sts.




  Knit 10 (10, 12, 14) rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—24 (28, 33, 38) sts.




  Knit until sleeve measures 5.5 (6.25, 7, 8, 9) in / 14 (16, 18, 20.5, 23) cm from underarm.




  Final Dec Rnd (Size 12 Month Only): K1, k2tog, knit to end—24 (28, 32, 38) sts.




  Switch to smaller needles and work in K1, P1 Rib for 2 in / 5 cm.




  NECK EDGING




  With smaller needles, starting at the back of the neck, pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 sts around neck edge. Work in K1, P1 Rib for 3 rows. Bind off all sts in Rib pattern.




  FINISHING




  Sew buttons carefully on button band on opposite side matching buttonholes.




  Using a sewing machine or needle and thread, carefully sew snap tape along the RS of the gusset snap band.




  Weave in all ends. Wash and block to measurements.




  



  
BASIC Hooded Romper
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  This pattern takes your Basic Romper and ramps it up just a notch by adding a hood! Once you get the Basic Romper down, you can play around with making your hood really pop. This is a fun pattern with which to play around with yarn choices, or you can go with the recommended yarn and it does all the hard work of switching up colors and creating a stunning gradient for you.




  




  Sizes: Newborn (6 months, 12 months, 18 months)




  Finished Chest Circumference: 16 (18, 19, 20) in / 40.5 (45.5, 48.5, 51) cm




  Gauge: 20 sts and 28 rows = 4 in / 10 cm in St st on larger needles




  Yarn: Lion Brand Yarn, Ice Cream (#3 light weight; 100% acrylic; 394 yd / 360 m per 3.5 oz / 100 g): 2 (2, 2, 3) skeins Lemon Swirl




  Needles: US 5 (3.75 mm) 16 in / 40 cm circular, or size needed to obtain gauge; US 4 (3.5 mm) 16 in / 40 cm circular and dpn(s), or needles one size smaller than size needed to obtain gauge




  Notions: Tapestry needle, three ½ in / 1.5 cm JBH buttons, 1 in / 2.5 cm wide snap tape, sewing machine or needle and sewing thread, waste yarn




  Stitch Guide




  




  K1, P1 RIB WORKED FLAT




  Row 1: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of row.




  Row 2: *P1, k1; rep from * to end of row.




  Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for pattern.




  K1, P1 RIB IN THE ROUND




  Rnd 1: *K1, p1; rep from * to end of rnd.




  Repeat Rnd 1 for pattern.
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  A - 16 (18, 19, 20) in 40.5 (45.5, 48.5, 51) cm




  B - 3.25 (3.75, 4, 4.25) in 8.5 (9.5, 10, 11) cm




  C - 9.5 (10.25, 10.75, 11.5) in 24 (26, 27.5, 29) cm




  D - 10.5 (13.5, 14.5, 15.5) in 26.5 (34.5, 37, 39.5) cm




  E - 7.5 (8.25, 9, 10) in 19 (21, 23, 25.5) cm




  F - 6.25 (7.25, 7.75, 8.5) in 16 (18.5, 19.5, 21.5) cm




  G - 8.25 (9, 9.5, 9.75) in 21 (23, 24, 25) cm




  H - 5.5 (6.5, 7.5, 8.5) in 14 (16.5, 19, 21.5) cm




  I - 5 (6, 6.5, 7.25) in 12.5 (15, 16.5, 18.5) cm




  INSTRUCTIONS




  Body




  




  With larger needles, CO 47 (51, 54, 57) sts.




  Set-up Row 1 (RS): K5 sts (button band), pm, k6 front sts, pm, k5 (6, 7, 8) sleeve sts, pm, 15 (17, 18, 19) back sts, pm, k5 (6, 7, 8) sleeve sts, pm, k6 front sts, pm, k5 sts (button band).




  Set-up Row 2 (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Inc Row (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—55 (59, 62, 65) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Buttonhole Inc Row (RS): K2, yo, k2tog, k1, sm, (knit to 1st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—63 (67, 70, 73) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Inc Row (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—8 sts increased.




  Repeat last two rows 2 (3, 4, 4) times more—87 (99, 110, 113) sts.




  Work one more WS Even Row.




  Buttonhole Inc Row (RS): K2, yo, k2tog, k1, sm, (knit to 1st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—95 (107, 118, 121) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Inc Row (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—8 sts increased.




  Repeat last two rows 2 (3, 3, 4) times more—119 (139, 150, 161) sts.




  Work one more WS Even Row.




  Buttonhole Inc Row (RS): K2, yo, k2tog, k1, sm, (knit to 1st before m, k1f&b, sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to end of row—127 (147, 158, 169) sts.




  Even Row (WS): K5, purl to last 5 sts, k5 (slipping all markers as you come to them).




  Join Fronts and Back (RS): K5, sm, (knit to 1 st before m, k1f&b sm, k1f&b) 4 times, knit to last 5 sts. Slip 5 sts purlwise from the LH needle to spare dpn, then k2tog using 1 st from the RH needle and 1 st from dpn five times—130 (150, 161, 172) sts.




  Separate Sleeves: Remove m, knit to next m, then move 27 (32, 35, 38) sleeve sts to waste yarn, CO 1 st, place new BOR m, CO 1 st, remove m, knit to next m, remove m, move 27 (32, 35, 38) sleeve sts to waste yarn, CO 1 st, pm, CO 1 st, knit to end of rnd.
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  FRONT
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  BACK




  Knit every rnd until piece measures 10.5 (13.5, 14.5, 15.5) in / 26.5 (34.5, 37, 39.5) cm from underarm.




  Gusset




  




  Set-up Rnd 1: K19 (22, 23, 25) sts, place gusset m, k1, place gusset m, k40 (45, 48, 50) sts, place gusset m, k1, place gusset m, knit to end.




  Set-up Rnd 2: Knit.




  Gusset Inc Rnd: Knit to gusset m, sm, *m1L, knit to m, m1R, sm; rep from * once, knit to end.




  Even Rnd: Knit.




  Repeat last 2 rnds four times more, until there are 11 sts between the gusset markers.




  Split Legs: Knit to last gusset m, slip next 11 sts to waste yarn, turn and purl back to back gusset sts, slip next 11 sts to waste yarn. Continue working left leg only in St st flat, until leg measures 2 (2, 3, 3) in / 5 (5, 7.5, 7.5) cm from split.




  Note: If preferred here, you can place the right leg sts on waste yarn or a holder, but you can easily leave them on the other portion of the circular needle while working the left leg flat.




  Switch to smaller needles and work in k1, p1 rib for 1.5 in / 4 cm.




  Gusset Snap Band: With smaller needles and RS facing and starting at the bottom right corner of the front above the Rib stitch, pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 sts along the leg, move the 11 held gusset sts on to spare needles and knit across, pick up and knit 2 sts for every 3 sts along the leg. Knit every row for 1.5 in / 4 cm. Bind off all sts. Repeat for back side.




  Sleeves




  




  Move 27 (32, 35, 38) sleeve sts to dpns.




  Reattach yarn and knit around sleeve sts, pick up and knit 2 sts, pm, pick up and knit 2 sts—31 (36, 39, 42) sts.




  Knit 3 rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—29 (34, 37, 40) sts.




  Knit 10 (10, 12, 14) rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—27 (32, 35, 38) sts.
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  Knit 10 (10, 12, 14) rnds.




  Dec Rnd: K1, k2tog, knit to last 3 sts before m, ssk, k1—25 (30, 33, 36) sts.




  Knit until sleeve measures 5.5 (6.25, 7, 8) in / 14 (16, 17, 20.5) cm from underarm.




  Final Dec Rnd (Sizes Newborn and 12 Months Only): K1, k2tog, knit to end—24 (30, 32, 36) sts.




  Switch to smaller needles and work in K1, P1 Rib for 2 in / 5 cm.




  Hood




  




  Begin at right front edge with larger needles, pick up and knit 36 (40, 40, 44) sts.




  Next Row (WS): Purl.




  Inc Row 1 (RS): *K1, k1f&b; rep from * to end—54 (60, 60, 66) sts.




  Next Row: Purl.




  Inc Row 2: *K2, k1f&b; rep from * to end of row—72 (80, 80, 88) sts.




  Work in St st until hood measures 7 (7, 7.5, 8) in / 18 (18, 19, 20.5) cm.




  Using Kitchener stitch, graft hood closed.




  HOOD EDGING




  With smaller needles and beginning at right front edge after the button band, pick up and knit around the fronts, the hood, and the left front.




  Work in K1, P1 Rib for 3 rows. Bind off in Rib pattern.




  FINISHING




  Using a sewing machine or needle and thread, sew snap tape on the gusset snap band.




  Sew buttons opposite buttonholes.




  Weave in all ends. Wash and block.




  



  
A SPECIAL Little Pocket
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  I remember when my middle child was just a baby and he had the sweetest romper, made even more adorable by a strategically placed “bum” flap! In my sleep-deprived state, I wasn’t quite sure what it was for, but as soon as that inevitable next diaper change came around, it hit me, it was a quick-change option. This cozy romper is worked in one piece to the “pocket” separation, if you will. Since you have an easy access for changes with the back pocket, the legs are worked in the round, and the gusset is seamed together (much like you would work on a pair of longies). This change is a fantastic option if you are up for something just a little bit different, and totally snazzy.
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