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I HAVE TO WRITE QUICKLY.

I THINK THEY KNOW WHERE I AM. I WAS FOLLOWED THIS AFTERNOON. I'M SURE OF IT. FIRST IT WAS A GUY WITH LONG HAIR AND A PLAID SCARF THEN A GIRL IN A RED COAT THEN TWO MEN IN TRENCHCOATS (MEN IN BLACK??!!!). I GOT AWAY FROM THEM BY RUNNING INTO AN ALLEY AND HIDING, BUT I'M SURE THEY'RE STILL AFTER ME.

EVER SINCE I BOUGHT THIS BOOK. THE CLERK IN THE STORE LOOKED AT ME FUNNY. I'M SURE SHE MUST HAVE SIGNALED TO SOMEONE. (MAYBE HER CASH REGISTER IS LINKED TO A CIA COMPUTER?) SO I WALKED HOME (NOT THROUGH THE PARK, THOUGH, BECAUSE THAT'S WHERE THE SECRET TRANSMITTERS ARE, AND THEY MIGHT BE TRYING TO HOOK INTO MY BRAIN) AND READ THE BOOK ALL THE WAY THROUGH.

THE CONSPIRACIES ARE REAL!! THE AUTHOR PRETENDS THEY'RE NOT, BUT I KNOW THEY ARE. LIKE THE TIME I FOUND OUT ABOUT FIFTY PEOPLE IN CONGRESS BEING MEMBERS OF THE MASONS SO THAT EXPLAINS HOW 9/11 HAPPENED, AND MKULTRA WAS BEHIND THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION (OSWALD WAS ACTUALLY WORKING FOR ALIENS!!!! BECAUSE JFK WAS GOING TO FINALLY REVEAL THE TRUTH!), AND ONE OF THE KEY PEOPLE KILLED IN THE TWIN TOWERS WAS AN INVESTIGATOR WHO WAS READY TO PUBLISH A BOOK ABOUT THE NAZIS' SECRET ARCTIC BASE, WHICH MAYBE KENNEDY KNEW AB OUT THAT TOO??!!!

ANYWAY, THIS BOOK TALKS ABOUT CONSPIRACIES. BUT REMEMBER — THEY'RE REAL. AND SOMEONE'S WATCHING YOU!! WATCH OUT!!!!!





INTRODUCTION
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THIS IS A BOOK ABOUT conspiracy theories. If you've ever wondered what exactly went on in Roswell, New Mexico, in 1947 or what some researchers have discovered regarding the assassinations of the Kennedys or Martin Luther King Jr., this book is for you. This book will present you with different viewpoints from conspiracy theorists on those topics and many others. You won't find anything here attempting to convince you that conspiracies are real. This book is not going to change your worldview, but it will provide you with some interesting information. Nothing in this book is made up — at least by the author.

WHAT ARE CONSPIRACY THEORIES?

Conspiracy theories usually (but not always) involve either the government or a secret society, and sometimes both. Conspiracy theorists (or “conspiracists”) believe mysterious things are happening all around them. Not only that, but the truth has been covered up.

You'll never hear about a conspiracy theory that says things are better than they seem. The shadow government isn't secretly plotting with philanthropic deeds in mind. Although it is true that one theory says aliens only want to bring us peace and prosperity. But the same theory says the government is trying to stop them from doing so.

Conspiracy theories have been around a long time. In the first century B.C.E. there were those who wondered who was really behind the assassination of Julius Caesar. Theories about the coming end of the world were popular in the Middle Ages. (In fact, you'll see that some of the theories discussed later in the book started in the Middle Ages.)

Despite the fact that the theories themselves can be convoluted, most conspiracy adherents believe the world is a simpler place than it really is. It's easier to believe in an evil cabal of assassins than a deranged “lone gunman.” After all, if one man can commit such a heinous act, what does that say about the rest of us? “Evil,” sometimes, is an easier pill to swallow. At least then we know where to point our fingers.

People who believe in conspiracies like to single out a group of people and attribute most of the world's ills to them. When we see tragedy, it's somehow comforting to believe that evil people caused it. Understanding a world filled with coincidence, random happenstance, and human error presents a greater challenge than one in which everything is linked and there's an underlying reason for what's really going on.

That said, not all conspiracy theories are inherently incorrect, unproven, or poorly assembled. The Watergate break-in, for example, was a conspiracy, and no one doubts that it happened.

Well, almost no one.

Still, conspiracy theories say as much about those who assemble and disseminate them and the people who believe them as they do about the people involved.

Theorists dwell upon what they want to be true, and what they fear to be true. The ufologist wants UFOs to exist. The Kennedy assassination conspiracists are afraid of the conspiracy they know is out there.

Conspiracy theories frequently dwell on meaningless coincidence. For example, symbol-fascinated theorist Christopher Knowles focuses on the use of the pyramid as a Masonic and Illuminati symbol. When a pyramid-shaped hotel was built in Pyongyang, North Korea, he assumed it must be linked to a conspiracy (especially, as he points out, since it is 330 feet tall, and thirty-three is the number of degrees in Scottish rite Freemasonry). Conspiracists often focus on semantics or wordplay.

Conspiracy theories aren't compartmentalized. They flow into one another. The Illuminati control the Freemasons who killed Kennedy in order to cover up the fake moon landing. The CIA are the Men in Black who got the technology for the black helicopters from the alien Greys in Area 51.

So despite the fact that each chapter in this book is meant to stand alone, there are many connections between chapters. They'll show how interlinked conspiracies are supposed to be.

WHO ARE CONSPIRACY THEORISTS?

We think of a conspiracy theorist as the person who's worried the CIA has bugged his phone, convinced he's being followed everywhere he goes, fretting over mind-control satellite transmissions, living in a tiny apartment crowded with old newspapers, with walls covered in stories and photos clipped from magazines, and notebooks filled with rants and screeds scrawled on every page stacked high on the desk. But that stereotype arose from movies more than reality. Conspiracy theorists look and act like anyone else.

But they think they know the “truth.” They see themselves as the ones who really understand what's going on. According to conspiracy theorists, the rest of the world is wrong about their beliefs. Conspiracy theorists are skeptics, cynics, and doubters … unless presented with something that fits their theory — then they're believers.

When it comes to this kind of material there are different degrees of belief.


	Casual belief. Someone hears this, “A few really wealthy industrialists control many of the world's media outlets, and they even influence the government.” Being a cynical person, he feels that such an idea sounds plausible. It doesn't contradict his worldview. So he believes it, too. If it's proven wrong, it doesn't matter to the casual believer. It's not something he thinks much about.


	Blind devotion. A conspiracy theory is a spiritual truth for some people. No amount of evidence to the contrary or logical arguments will change their minds. In fact, it only makes their belief stronger.


	Desirable fantasy. In between these two extremes lies a middle ground. The theory is something that might be true, but the person who falls into this category knows it probably isn't. If he's shown evidence that it's false, he moves on.




What many conspiracy devotees really want is for the world to be different. More interesting. More understandable.

The conspiracy theorist tells us that if only the people of the world would wake up, they would see the truth. They want us to question what we're told. If there's one thing that conspiracy theorists do, it's question.

CONSPIRACY AND THE PARANORMAL

It's difficult to distinguish between the people who believe that the CIA killed JFK and the people who believe in Bigfoot. The same websites and books cover both conspiracy theories and the paranormal. At the same conference where someone presents a lecture on the dangerous increase in the power of the executive branch that occurred in the Bush administration, someone else will give a talk about aliens.

In all these theories, we're at society's edge. Those who believe in — and sometimes devote their lives to — so-called fringe concepts that the rest of the world ignores gather together to reinforce their ideology.

For some people there's a strong tie between their conspiracy theories and religion. Many put Satan himself at the top of their conspiracy org chart. Others say that the worldwide conspiracy they believe in was foretold by scripture.

When many conspiracy theorists say the Freemasons, or the new World Order are occultists — they have magic powers with which they can influence events or control people's minds.

A small but vocal subset of conspiracy theorists don't like being associated with the paranormal believers at all, feeling that it diminishes their credibility. Still, it's unusual to find a conspiracy message board online that doesn't also discuss the paranormal.

READING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES

To find information about conspiracy theories, you don't have to search for long. Thousands of conspiracy theorists who have come before you have written their own books. Conspiracy books always have an agenda and never attempt to document both sides of the story. A few conspiracy-related magazines, such as Paranoia, are still available at newsstands or bookstores. But with the rise of the internet, most have disappeared. Some magazines dealing with the paranormal, like Fortean Times or Fate, also occasionally deal with conspiracy theories.

ATTENDING CONFERENCES

Meeting conspiracy theorists in person and listening to them speak can often highlight the extent of their disorganization and paranoia. They provide volumes of information, jumbled together and not well-expressed.

often the information is in the form of a recently published book. Of course, a significant number of these books have been self-published by the author, who photocopies the pages himself.

As mentioned earlier, conspiracy conferences also can include both conspiracies and the paranormal. It's common to see a seminar on the JFK assassination immediately following one featuring the lady talking about how she saw Jesus on the spaceship when she was abducted by aliens.

SCOUR THE INTERNET

The Internet is an amazing tool for research and idea propagation for conspiracists. The web has made it amazingly easy to spread conspiracies to millions of readers. Some theorists have even produced documentaries and released them online for free.

On the Internet not only can conspiracists search extant sites with volumes of information, declassified documents, historical backgrounds, and so forth, but they can create their own site or go to an Internet message board.

Every theorist's website delivers his or her version of the truth. Understanding these sites can present a serious challenge for the non-believer. Many authors leap from point to point, each more unbelievable than the last.

FROM THE MIND OF A CONSPIRACY THEORIST

The following is taken verbatim from www.taking-over-the-internet.com: “The Illuminati is the lost powerful child of the blind motherhood of Earth. Since Mommy isn't awake yet, the kids are out of control (everybody) and dying needlessly. Think of yourselves as the living dead who are swarming in the futility of vampire capitalism. The Human Death Club is playing (intending) ‘Die on Schedule’ in a massive obituary mime sleep. But the DNA has a plan and that plan is ‘The Quickening.’ Quantum Clarity is being injected into the collective mind NOW at the speed of light over the hardwired telepathy Internet. The living dead called this being the AntiChrist. But the Living call this being Christ. Not Jesus, just Christ. It is more specifically a verb of Angelic Loving Clarity designed to teach Humanity that creating all children just to let them Die is an unacceptable use of will and intention. Freedom will die simply because there are so many things to learn to make our path cleared of DEATH!”

That's quite a tangle of ideas for a non-conspiracist to navigate.

There are other sites that contain a unique conspiracy theory, like the secret dangers of aspartame, or how dentistry is covering up the dangers posed by the mercury in your fillings.

Hundreds of conspiracists gather in communities on Usenet (alt.conspiracy) or message boards like those at abovetopsecret.com. These are more entertaining than informative to any serious researcher.

PERSON ONE: Hey, did you see the pictures of that UFO from last week?

PERSON TWO: Yeah, but it wasn't a UFO. That was a part of the test of the government's new weather control satellite.

PERSON ONE: But they got that technology from studying alien craft in Area 51.

PERSON TWO: Area 51 is nothing more than a government holding facility for deactivated mind-controlled sleeper agents.

PERSON THREE: Man, you gullible guys will believe anything, won't you? Clearly the pictures from last week were hoaxes. It's all part of a disinformation campaign to distract you from the latest Vatican-Mafia scandal.

Other message board topics include:


	Antidepressants negating paranormal abilities (the “real” reason they're prescribed)


	The world being run by advertising agencies


	The earth running out of oxygen


	Computers giving off invisible poisonous gasses


	Dragons existing (there are photos to “prove” it)


	Cable outages being the start of a move by the New World Order




THE “TRUTH” IN THIS BOOK

Every sentence in this book should begin with “In theory,” because none of it is being put forward as fact. There are a few cases where the information is real, and I'll tell you what they are.

The conspiracy theories you'll find in this book are — believe it or not — among the most coherent and lucid. This book doesn't cover it all. You won't find discussions of:


	The guy who thinks he invented a perpetual motion machine and believes a conspiracy of oilmen is out to get him


	The theories contending that the Rothschilds lead a cult devoted to beings on the astral plane that feed on pain


	The Church of the Subgenius


	The theory that the government is keeping secret an engine that runs on water.




CHAPTER FORMAT

Each chapter contains an overview of a conspiracy theory. At the end, each conspiracy is rated on a scale of 1 to 10 based on its plausibility and its “high strangeness.” That's author Robert Anton Wilson's term for the craziness that seems to hover around these theories, like aliens, other dimensions, magic spells, and so on. While all these theories are strange, high strangeness rates them by their relationship to the truly bizarre.

Next comes the Conspiracy Checklist, which shows how the conspiracy relates to some of the common threads running through this book: the Illuminati, the Freemasons, and aliens.

Finally, each chapter provides reference sources, both in print and online, for more information. There are Conspiracy Investigator Search Terms to use in an online search engine.

GENERAL CONSPIRACY WEBSITES
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www.abovetopsecret.com

www.newswatchmagazine.org

www.theforbiddenknowledge.com

www.widemargin2000.com

www.illuminati-news.com

www.thewatcherfiles.com

www.planetxinbound.com

http://maddsci.tripod.com/paradigmshift

www.vaticanassassins.org

www.montalk.net

www.dark-ufo.com





01. TEMPLARS AND MASONS: GRANDFATHERS OF CONSPIRACY

WORDS APPEARING ON THE BOTTOM of the computer screen tell us that it is march 18, 1314. Paris. We see Jacques de Molay, leader of the knights Templar, tied to a stake facing Notre Dame de Paris cathedral. Sinister looking men light the kindling at his feet, eager smiles on their faces. Another man in robes reads aloud the papal order proclaiming that de Molay, a heretic, is to die. From the flames, de Molay calls out that king Phillip IV of France and Pope Clement V, the two men directly responsible for his execution, will meet him before God. The music swells. The scene shifts briefly to other locales. Soon after de Molay's fateful words, both king and pope lie dead. It seems a fitting time for the credits to roll.

But this is not the end of our movie. It is, rather, the beginning. By some accounts, the execution of Jacque de Molay was an episode in the rivalry between church and crown that characterized much of the Middle Ages. Philip IV of France was deeply in debt to the Templars and orchestrated de Molay's arrest and execution in order to free himself from his obligations.

To others, though, the execution was the culmination of a tale of an insidious, secretive, and even blasphemous organization. The Knights Templar would use their earthshaking secrets and treasures to control the course of human events.

Any secret society worth its cloaks and daggers can trace its heritage back to the Knights Templar. The Templars knew the ancient mysteries and secret knowledge, and modern organizations honor those secrets and wield the power that comes from them.

Behind every good conspiracy, there's always some ancient secret knowledge — the words of hidden masters in the East, forgotten Egyptian scrolls, artifacts from the sunken continent of Atlantis, information left by aliens that helped build the pyramids, psychic communiqués via mysterious beings from beyond time and space, or just some unknown proclamation from God. The Templars are the middle-men between modern secret societies and ancient mysteries.

BANKER KNIGHTS

The Knights Templar, the Order of the Temple, or formally the Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon, began in 1119 as a means to provide security to Christian pilgrims after the First Crusade. Many wealthy Europeans donated heavily to this order — which maintained a vow of poverty as a part of its credo — and the Knights Templar quickly became wealthy. Very wealthy. They owned large tracts of land in Europe and the Middle East, building huge fortresses, churches, and castles. They ran businesses, farms, and vineyards. They developed techniques that would give rise to modern banking, lending out their money to people and countries throughout Europe and issuing letters of credit for travelers. (In other words, they invented check writing.) And thanks to a papal edict, the order was rendered immune to the rule of local authorities. Their power and influence grew as quickly as their wealth.

Eventually, everyone comes to resent the guys they owe money to, and those indebted to the Templars were no exception. By the thirteenth century, the tide of the Crusades had begun to turn against the Europeans. The Templars suffered great losses, both from the Muslims and from rival knightly orders like the Knights Hospitaller and the Teutonic Knights. (The knights of the Crusades fought among themselves as much as they fought the enemy.) Never one to miss a trick, King Phillip IV of France convinced the pope that the rumors of strange heresies practiced by the Templars were cause for local authorities to arrest members of the order and — of course — seize their property. On a very unlucky Friday the thirteenth in October 1307, that's just what happened.

And that's when, at least as far as the tinfoil-hat-wearing crowd is concerned, things get interesting. The arrests scattered the Templars, forcing them to become even more secretive. They fled to Spain and Britain, to islands in the Mediterranean, deep into the jungles of Africa, and perhaps used their ships (previously used to transport pilgrims and their goods) to sail all the way to North America almost 200 years before Columbus. They may have even become pirates and initiated the use of the familiar skull and crossbones flag, the Jolly Roger.

The Templars were collectors of all sorts of things, mainly religious artifacts. Due to their control of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, they were able to acquire a piece of the true cross, the head of John the Baptist, the Holy Grail, and the Ark of the Covenant, and some healing crystals you can order on the Internet for the low, low price of $29.95, if you act now. Some or all of these things lay beneath the temple buried in secret vaults, which are mentioned in a mysterious copper scroll discovered in the 1950s. The Templars may have also had the philosophers' stone and plenty of money — millions if not billions of dollars worth, by today's standards. When the Templars were dissolved, they hid their treasures in places like Rennes-le-Château in France, Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland, and even crossed the Atlantic to Canada, burying one or more of their treasures in a pit on Oak Island in Nova Scotia (“New Scotland”).

But the Holy Grail can't be in several places at once, and surely the Templars didn't manage to grab every religious artifact that existed in their time. Conspiracy theorists pick and choose from the many Templar myths, fill in the blanks, and draw the connections they need. Some believe the Templars preserved the Holy Grail itself, the literal cup that Christ used at the Last Supper. Others say the knights possessed a powerful secret that could be used either to blackmail the Catholic Church (a la The Da Vinci Code, see Chapter 3) or as a part of some important occult rituals. Because they were European knights operating in the Middle East, they're a handy historical connection between both east and West. Christians or Satanists, heroes or villains, the Templars fill whatever role a theorist needs. They're the Walmart of conspiracies.

Many modern organizations say they're the rightful heirs of the Knights Templar. For example, the Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem, based in England, claims to be based on the Templar legacy. Similarly, members of the Order of the Solar Temple in Switzerland believed themselves to be the Knights Templar reborn. Dozens of members of the temple committed a large-scale murder-suicide ritual in 1994. Other groups located around the world simply call themselves the Knights Templar, and each insists that it is the true heir to the order. Some have even demanded apologies from the Vatican for what happened back in 1314.

WHAT'S SO FREE ABOUT THE MASONS?

When it comes to laying claim to the Templar legacy, no group — secret or otherwise — figures as prominently in the minds of conspiracy theorists as the Freemasons. Like the Templars, the Masons lie at the center of the conspiratorial web. The fraternal order of the Free and Accepted Masons is a society organized into individual Lodges, although each gains a charter and authorization from a Grand Lodge. Individuals within the Lodges attain a hierarchy based on degrees. Traditionally, Freemasonry has just three degrees, Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason. However, variations, such as the Scottish Rite, offer thirty-three degrees. Others may offer more, though these are secret. Although originally all members worked as masons, today members practice any trade or profession. Ostensibly, all members share in the same moral and religious views and support the idea of a supreme being.

Conspiracy-minded folks know the leaders of the Masons are interested in nothing short of ruling the entire world. The majority of those doing research along these lines don't believe that the rank and file membership are in on it.

Almost any conspiracy theory is a huge tangled knot of plots, people, groups, and agendas. But of them all, the Masons may be the toughest knot of all.

According to the Masons' own myths, the order of Freemasonry traces its roots back to Hiram Abiff, the chief architect of the Temple of Solomon around 960 B.C. However, some Masons claim their order extends back to King Nimrod of Babylon, who organized them to create the Tower of Babel in perhaps 2000 B.C., and to ancient Egypt, where their skill made the pyramids possible.

In reality, the Masonic organization started around the late sixteenth century, very likely in Scotland. The Grand Lodge of England was the first Grand Lodge and dates to June 24, 1717. It soon spread to the Continent, and later to America. Supposedly members of the Knights Templar fled to Scotland shortly before the order of Freemasonry started. Conspiracy authors like Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh believe that at that time a transfer of knowledge from Templars to Masons occurred. The rituals used in Freemasonry, these authors believe, may have even come from scrolls recovered by the Templars from the ruins of Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem.

THE ELDERS OF ZION

Some anti-Semitic conspiracy theorists believe that Freemasonry is a front for a worldwide Jewish conspiracy that wants to take over the world. This repulsive belief stems back to a forgery called the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a document from the early twentieth century purporting to describe the strategies of world domination discussed at a meeting of a secret council of Jews. It involves everything from the control of the banking system to the destruction of Christianity to the distribution of pornography. The Protocols were actually concocted by Russian anti-Semitic journalists, using material from even older French and German sources. Sadly, anti-Semitism creeps into many flavors of conspiracy theory. Sometimes, just for good measure, conspiracists throw in Communists as well, making it a Judeo-Marxist-Masonic conspiracy. It sounds like some guy just decided to create a conspiracy theory against everyone he didn't like.

Those on the fringe, like British author David Icke, believe that the Protocols are real, but references to “Jews” constitute a cover-up, misdirection, or disinformation. The real “Elders,” claims Icke, are not Jews but the Illuminati, who answer to reptilian alien entities from another dimension. Yeah. You haven't heard the last of David Icke in this book. He keeps things interesting.

It is likely that the only real connection the Freemasons have with Judaism lies in the rituals and myths of the Masons. Some link Freemasonry with the Kabbalah, but the similarities are superficial. Their symbols, reverence for the “secret name of god,” and their attachment to numerology are similar. In addition, the myths of Judaism and Freemasonry hold the Temple of Solomon and its construction in high regard. But when we delve deeper there are more similarities between Freemasonry and the Knights Templar.

THAT OLD BLACK MAGIC

Probably because the order girds itself in strange symbols and arcane ritual, many conspiracists believe that the Freemasons are an occult organization. This is not strictly true, although many occult organizations, like the Ordo Templi Orientis, either started as Masonic lodges or were patterned after Masonry.

Members claim that Freemasonry is not a religion. As a group, however, they recognize the so-called Great Architect of the Universe. This figure is assumed to be God in some form, whether Judeo-Christian or even Allah. The G.A.O.T.U. is whatever god the individual Mason chooses it to be. However, Masonic rites sometimes refer to Jahbulon, a sort of combination of Jehovah, Baal, and Osirus. Most of the well-known occultists of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries were Freemasons, including A. E. Waite, Dr. Wynn Westcott, MacGregor Mathers, Aleister Crowley, Manly P. Hall, and others. Many Christians, such as writers Alva J. McClain, William Schnoebelen, John Ankerberg, Cathy Burns, and many, many others, believe that Freemasonry is a front for a worldwide satanic conspiracy. In 1817 General Albert Pike, in a work called Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, wrote, “Masonry, like all the Religions, all the Mysteries, Hermeticism, and Alchemy, conceals its secrets from all except the Adepts and Sages, or the Elect, and uses false explanations and misinterpretations of its symbols to mislead those who deserve only to be misled.” He (and hundreds, if not thousands, after him) contends that there is a secret group within Masonry that the rest of the order knows nothing about. These adepts practice black magic and follow occult teachings.

ALIEN FREEMASONS

[image: illustration]

Author and scientific advisor Richard Hoagland claims that the Masons gained secret knowledge from beings from other planets. Hoagland is one of those who popularized the so-called Face of Mars, supposedly an artificial creation on the face of the red planet. He claims that NASA is controlled by the Masons and is covering up proof of alien life, specifically life on Mars. Masonic astronauts have, apparently, returned to Earth with alien artifacts and knowledge. Masons in the government conceal this truth and the secrets gained from aliens with whom their representatives have interacted.

Fellow alien-focused theorist David Icke claims that shape-changing, blood-drinking reptilian aliens have infiltrated our world and control it through linked secret societies such as the Freemasons. Specifically, the Masons oversee the illegal drug and weapons trafficking that helps support the reptilian conspiracy which simultaneously keeps the human population under control through substance abuse and violence.

Lastly, and perhaps most tellingly, Gene Rodenberry, creator of Star Trek, was also a Mason.

Just sayin'.

The inner circle of Freemasonry, according to Pike and those who followed him, is a religion. It is an occult organization, and a very dangerous one. Black magicians with great arcane secrets of mystical lore, they arm themselves with powerful artifacts, such as the Holy Grail or the Ark of the Covenant, passed on to them from the Templars. These hidden masters of Masonry seek to reshape the world. The murders of Jack the Ripper, one theory goes, were actually a Masonic black magic ritual, as evidenced in the very precise mutilation and arrangement of the corpses. Conspiracy theorists link other infamous murders to these satanic Masons as well. Paul Foster Case writes, “President Kennedy was wounded in the exact three same spots as Hiram Abif [sic], who was murdered in the Masonic initiation, representing the persecution of the Templars on Friday, the 13th, in the year 1307, where Hiram Abif is struck in the back, and in the throat, and in the head.” Of course, Kennedy's successor was Freemason Lyndon B. Johnson. (For more on the Masons and the JFK murder, see Chapter 6.)

RULERS OF THE WORLD

The most common belief about Freemasonry among the conspiracy-minded is that they seek power, influencing leaders and controlling events. The United States lies at the point of their spearhead. Many of the founding fathers in American history were Masons, including George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, John Hancock, and perhaps others.

“Not only were many of the founders of the United States government Masons, but they received aid from a secret and august body existing in Europe which helped them to establish this country for a peculiar and particular purpose known only to the initiated few,” according to thirty-third-degree Mason Manly P. Hall in The Secret Teachings of All Ages. Hall claims that the United States was actually a grand Masonic “experiment” to create a new society that would one day grow to such prominence that it would allow the Masons to dominate the world. Founded on Masonic ideals, the United States was a deliberate slap at European monarchs, many of whom were anti-Masonic. It's historical fact that Freemasons played an important role in the American Revolution, using their membership to relay vital information and meeting halls as a place to discuss tactics and hide supplies. No fewer than sixteen U.S. presidents have been Masons.

According to some, including David Icke, revolution is the Mason's game. After the American Revolution, they sponsored and supported the French Revolution as well. Later, they backed the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, ousting the Tsar. Icke believes that Marxism is Masonry. All Freemasons are Communists and were behind the spread of the “Red Menace” from the 1940s to the 1980s. Other conspiracy theorists, however, peg the Masons as staunchly anti-Communist, and in fact put them in bed with the CIA helping to root out the Red Menace. Left-wing conspiracy nuts label them as racist, fascist, anti-Semitic, and in league with the CIA, running the American government. Right-wing nuts call them Communist, satanic, and sometimes Jewish. And running the American government. Both, however, fear the Masons' plan to take control of the world, or believe they've already succeeded.

How does a secret society hope to dominate the world?


	The organization needs members in influential positions. Check. The Masons certainly have that. Many politicians, military officers, and other men in authority are Masons.


	These members need a way to meet and communicate in secret. Check again. That's what the Masons are all about.


	The members of the organization need great access to resources. Maybe check. The Masons may have that, thanks to their Templar predecessors. Even if the Templars had no holy artifacts or mystic secrets to pass along, they almost certainly had enough wealth to fund a sizable organization and give them a leg up on global domination.




If one imagines the gamut of conspiracy theories as a sprawling octopus with tentacles stretching into all sorts of areas of influence, the Freemasons might be the head of that octopus — right in the middle, connected directly to everything else.

Take, for example, the Propaganda Due (P2) Lodge in Italy. In the 1970s and 1980s, the members of the infamous P2 lodge — journalists, politicians, high-ranking military officers, and wealthy businessmen — operated a shadow government that may have participated in murders, acts of terrorism, drug running, money laundering, and the collapse of the Banco Ambrosiano, a bank owned in part by the Vatican. They may have even been behind the death of Pope John Paul I, who knew too much about their financial shenanigans. They extended their illegal, covert operations into Uruguay, Argentina, and Brazil. P2 was a secret sect pulling the strings of a public government. Many of P2's members also belonged to various intelligence services or the Mafia. Some, including its leader, Licio Gelli, worked for Mussolini. Gelli also worked for British and American intelligence after World War II, suggesting to some conspiracists that P2 operated with CIA support as an anti-communist movement — one through which the CIA could secretly transfer funds to covert black operations throughout the world.

The tentacles of this particular octopus get a bit tangled. Before you draw lines connecting the Masons and the Nazis, realize that Fascists in Germany and Italy mistrusted the Masons (and all secret societies). It's likely that most Nazis believed the Masons to be controlled by the Jews. Many thousands of Freemasons were killed in Nazi death camps. This doesn't stop some people from connecting Fascism with masonry through groups like P2.

HIDDEN SYMBOLS AND SECRET SIGNS

Masonry teems with symbols, signs (like handshakes), and important words and phrases. According to conspiracy theorists, Freemasons have encoded secret messages within structures, floorplans, and symbols. Since they're Masons, it stands to reason that they find interest in architecture, drafting, and similar pursuits. Masons are builders.

conspiracy nuts love this stuff: an innocuous-appearing structure that actually holds sinister meaning for those in the know. Mysterious symbols and hidden signs allow for multiple translations and explanations. Some people examine photos of public figures, (the president, a newscaster, an actor), and note when the person's hand seems to be making a secret sign. Others look for hidden patterns in old paintings. They love to lay images over one another to show their significance — a side view of the Great Pyramid laid over a map of Washington, D.C., reveals secret structures below the surface of the Potomac River, for example.

The most common Masonic symbol is that formed by the square, compass, and letter G. This motif is found on buildings all over the world. The organization also seems to enjoy pyramids (with or without eyes atop them), pillars, the sun, the moon, stars, obelisks, crosses, owls, bees, serpents, swastikas, swords, pentagrams, and more.

Masonic symbols are incorporated into Rossyln Chapel in Scotland, where every square inch of the walls and even the ceiling is covered in secret images and Masonic signs (see Chapter 3 for more information about Rossyln).

Washington, D.C., holds a place of high importance in anti-Masonic minds. Because of the supposed Masonic origin of the United States, the designers laid out the streets of the capital in patterns with hidden shapes and meanings. Theorists have found the Egyptian sphinx in the layout, as well as a thirteen-tiered pyramid with the all-seeing eye of Horus, or Eye of Providence, atop it staring down an avenue into the White House. According to conspiracy researcher Phil Day, the Capitol Building is shaped like “the Goat of Baphomet” (whatever that is, although it harkens back to the Knights Templar) on top of a truncated pyramid. So now we see why someone would combine an image of the Great Pyramid and D.C. Well, maybe.

TRIANGLES WITHIN TRIANGLES

[image: illustration]

Not all Masonic signs are hidden within edifices. Some are symbols within symbols. Take, for example, the Great Seal of the United States, found on the one-dollar bill. Take a red pen and draw a triangle around the pyramid so that the bottom two points touch the N and M of “Novus Ordo Seclorum.”The top point is the so-called Eye of Providence. Draw another triangle, exactly inverting the first one. The three points match up with A, S, and O.

Put the letters together and what does that spell? NMASO. No, wait. Unscramble the letters: MASON.

These two triangles together are called a hexagram, a symbol that figures in occult beliefs. It's also two red triangles defacing your dollar bill.

Another location conspiracists like to seize upon is the Denver International Airport built in 1995. This vast structure contains a whole slew of secret symbols and meaningful images. Travelers often comment upon the odd murals found throughout the airport, which not only incorporate Masonic symbols but seem to show people being killed in large numbers and cities destroyed. On the granite Masonic capstone erected at the building's dedication are inscribed the words “New World Airport Commission.” (For more on the New World Order, see Chapters 19 and 20.) The layout of the runways is a swastika. (Kind of.)

Another place beloved of conspiracy folks is the Georgia Guide-stones. Sometimes called the American Stonehenge, these are a large granite monument on a hilltop in Elbert County, Georgia. The builders — who remain anonymous — carved a series of messages into the massive stones in four different ancient languages as well as eight modern tongues. Because the messages deal with uniting and improving humanity and because the carvers remain a mystery, conspiracy buffs often assume that the stones are Masonic in origin.

The more entertaining members of the lunatic fringe like to point out that crop circles found in fields in Great Britain and the United States, supposedly created by aliens, also depict decidedly Masonic-looking symbols. Who knew that the Freemasons even let UFO pilots into their club?

Masonry incorporates handshakes — called grips or tokens — and secret words and phrases. Each degree has its own handshakes and hand signs. Some are meant to convey greeting. Others signal distress or a need for help. These are used both in rituals conducted among Masons (particularly the induction rites), and also in public to show fellowship without revealing membership. Likewise, each degree has its own secret password. The phrase for distress is, “Oh Lord, my God, is there no help for the widow's son?” This is a reference to Hiram Abiff, the widow's son of legend. A Mason hearing this (or seeing the sign of distress) must do anything he can to help his distressed brother Mason short of risking his own life. Signs, grips, and passwords vary by location (as dictated by the Grand Lodge presiding over the area).

Masonry also uses numerology. The numbers three and thirteen hold particular importance, and those conspiracy-minded investigators with nothing better to do enjoy finding them in, well, everything.


	There are three basic degrees in Masonry


	Hiram Abiff was murdered by three men (who wanted his Masonry secrets), with three blows to the head


	Three is the number of the holy trinity in Christianity


	There are three branches in the U.S. government


	The Templars were outlawed on Friday the thirteenth


	There were thirteen American colonies and thirteen states in the original United States




These are the fingerprints of Masonic influence. The movie rating PG-13 supposedly suggests that the Freemasons “control” Hollywood. Movies like Three Men and Baby and the Thirteenth Floor, not to mention the more subtle Six Days and Seven Nights, seal the deal. Or at least they do in the minds of the conspiracy kooks who spend their days looking for that kind of thing.

Occult-focused researchers contend that Freemasonry's obsession with symbols, signs, words, and numbers is more than a way to convey secret meaning. These things have actual mystic power. The Masonic sign of distress is more than a cry for help — it's a magical compulsion. In the past, those fearing the Masons' power devised anti-Masonic symbols that would undo the power of those their enemies used — a secret war of magical imagery.

SOCIAL CLUB OR VILLAINS?

On the surface, today's Masons appear in the same light as Ralph Kramden's Raccoon Lodge or Fred Flintstone's Loyal Order of Water Buffalos. A silly men's club, little more than a grownup version of a young boy's treehouse with a “no Girls Allowed” sign. But if you're paranoid, it's easy to fall in with the conspiracy crowd. There's something suspicious about what goes on only behind closed doors, accompanied by strange rituals and odd words and symbols. Freemasons claim that their brotherhood is not a secret society but a society with secrets. Either way, talk of conspiracies and mysticism will likely always nip at Freemasonry's heels.

CONSPIRACY RUNDOWN

PLAUSIBILITY:

3/10. The Knights Templar and the Freemasons are real. But are they really more than they seem? Unlikely.

HIGH STRANGENESS:

3/10. Centuries-old secret societies is pretty standard conspiracy fare.

CONSPIRACY CHECKLIST:

[image: illustration] Illuminati

[image: illustration] The Freemasons

[image: illustration] CIA/intelligence community/the military

[image: illustration] Aliens

[image: illustration] The occult

[image: illustration] The Mafia

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

The Temple and the Lodge by Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh

The Templar Revelation by Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince

Freemasonry and Its Ancient Mystic Rites by C.W. Leadbeater

The Hiram Key by Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas

America's Secret Destiny by Robert Hieronimus

ON THE WEB:

Templar history: www.templarhistory.com

Freemasonry home: www.freemasonry.org

A Mason's site of anti-Masonic points of view: www.masonicinfo.com

Masonic handshakes, passwords, grips, and signs: www.ephesians5-11.org/handshakes.htm

CONSPIRACY INVESTIGATOR SEARCH TERMS:

Jacques de Molay, Temple of Solomon, Holy Grail, Rosslyn Chapel, Hiram Abiff, Masonic Symbols, P2, Roberto Calvi, anti-Masonic political party, secrets of the dollar bill, Protocols of the Elders of Zion, occult Freemasonry, Denver International Airport conspiracies, Eastern Star, Gematria
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