
  [image: Cover Page of Wisdom of Pope Francis]


  [image: Half Title of Wisdom of Pope Francis]


  [image: Title Page of Wisdom of Pope Francis]


  Copyright © 2015 by Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.

  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.

  Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.

  Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

  Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.

  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

  Francis, Pope, 1936-

  [Works. Selections. English]

  The wisdom of Pope Francis / edited by David Birch.

  pages cm

  Summary: “Collected here are some of the words that have made Pope Francis so beloved that he was even named Time magazine’s “Person of the Year” in 2013. Gathered from his speeches, homilies, sermons, and more, the quotations in this book will inspire any reader to become a more thoughtful, humble, and just person. The Wisdom of Pope Francis will appeal to anyone seeking the wisdom of a spiritual leader”-- Provided by publisher.

  ISBN 978-1-63220-351-9 (hardback)

  1. Francis, Pope, 1936---Quotations. I. Title.

  BX1378.7.A25 2015

  230’.2--dc23

  2014039053

  Cover design by Owen Corrigan

  Front cover photo (c) AP Images

  Ebook ISBN: 978-1-63220-943-6

  Printed in China


  Introduction

  In March 2013, Jorge Mario Bergoglio became the 266th pope. When he adopted his new name, as has been tradition for popes since the tenth century, he chose Francis in honor of the twelfth-century Saint Francis of Assisi. Pope Francis is the first to have chosen this name (Pope Benedict was the fifteenth pope to have that particular name). This is only one of the ways in which Pope Francis stands out; he is the first pope to hail from South America, he is the first Jesuit pope, and he is certainly the first pope to be chosen Person of the Year by Time magazine.

  He is also arguably the first pope to have gained such wide-spread popularity. Pope Francis’s willingness to reach out across lines of faith and belief has thrust him into the public spotlight and given him quite a following in the relatively short period of time that he’s worn the papal vestments. His quiet but powerful message of humility, mercy, and equality has captured the imaginations of millions, Catholic or otherwise. Throughout his homilies, masses, and speeches, Pope Francis has consistently stressed a belief in and desire for dialogue and the inclusion of everyone.

  Pope Francis’s unwavering faith in retaining an open Catholic community has garnered him a universal appeal, as has his commitment and devotion to helping the poor and marginalized. Saint Francis dedicated himself to imitating the life of Christ, rejecting all material wealth and living in poverty just as He did. Pope Francis has lived up to his namesake, eschewing the luxury available to the pope for a life of quiet simplicity and joy. He has called on everyone with means to help those without, and he has challenged all of humanity to work toward making the world a more equal, humble, and merciful place.

  This book attempts to collect some of the essence of what has made Pope Francis so beloved by all. Although the quotes gathered here are divided into themes, and although they are from different times and speeches, they are all part of one rich and open message to everyone: commit yourself with humility and mercy to the world and to each other as Christ did and you will know peace and joy. It is my hope that those who read through these selected words of Pope Francis will strive to apply his message to their lives. The power that is within all of us to make the world a better and more equal place can sometimes feel hidden. The wisdom and guidance Pope Francis offers can help reveal it.

  David Birch

  Fall 2014
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  To be saints is not a privilege for the few, but a vocation for everyone.

  —Twitter @Pontifex, November 21, 2013

  We all have a duty to do good. And this commandment for everyone to do good, I think, is a beautiful path towards peace. If we, each doing our own part, if we do good to others, if we meet there, doing good, and we go slowly, gently, little by little, we will make that culture of encounter: we need that so much. We must meet one another doing good.

  —Homily, May 22, 2013

  Everyone has his own idea of good and evil and must choose to follow the good and fight evil as he conceives them. That would be enough to make the world a better place.

  —La Repubblica interview, October 1, 2013

  •••

  What do I do with my life? Do I create unity around me? Or do I cause division by gossip, criticism, or envy?

  —The Church of Mercy, April 2014

  We have at our disposal so much information and so many statistics on poverty and human tribulations. . . . Let us imitate Jesus: He goes to the streets, not planning for the poor or the sick or disabled people that he crosses along the way; but with the first one he encounters, he stops, becoming a presence of care, a sign of the closeness of God who is goodness, providence, and love.

  —Address to the National Federation of Misericordie of Italy, June 14, 2014

  We need to pass through the clouds of indifference without losing our way; we need to descend into the darkest night without being overcome and disorientated; we need to listen to the dreams, without being seduced; we need to share their disappointments, without becoming despondent; to sympathize with those whose lives are falling apart, without losing our own strength and identity.

  —Meeting with the Bishops of Brazil, July 28, 2013

  You can, you must try to seek God in every human life. Although the life of a person is a land full of thorns and weeds, there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. You have to trust God.

  —American interview, September 30, 2013

  I am thinking of what St. Ignatius told us. . . . He pointed out two criteria on love. The first: love is expressed more clearly in actions than in words. The second: there is greater love in giving than in receiving.

  —From “The Difficult Science of Love” meditation as quoted by L’Osservatore Romano, June 12, 2013
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