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For all the girls who were told they were too much and not enough

—S. Y.

To my precious Nadine and Elias: You’re the ones who can

—N. H.






PROLOGUE

Who are you in your wildest dreams? Are you an astronaut jetting to the moon in a spaceship? Are you a scientist discovering the cure for cancer? Are you a dancer on Broadway, the world’s best teacher, or the inventor of a machine for time travel?

Maysoon Zayid was just a girl from New Jersey with three big sisters and a couch for a bed1. But in her dreams, in her hugest, wildest, most delicious dreams, she was Mimi. Mimi was an actress, comedian, dancer, and the first Muslim girl to win every major acting award: an Oscar, a Golden Globe, an Emmy, and a Tony. Winner, winner, winner. What a dream!

Maysoon dreamed of singing, dancing, and acting her way into the hearts of millions. She dreamed of being an entertainer. Have you seen the Hollywood sign in California? The one high up in the hills with the big white letters? That’s how big she wanted her name to shine! She wanted it lit up for the whole world to see: MAYSOON ZAYID, better known as MIMI: winner of all the awards on the planet for best entertainer.

[image: A hillside with large block letters spelling MAYSOON ZAYID surrounded by trees, in the style of the Hollywood sign.]

There was just one problem with Maysoon’s dream. Something stood in the way of it coming true.


	
1 It’s not like Maysoon didn’t have her own bed. But if she slept on the couch, she could avoid her sister’s loud music and she could watch TV while everyone else was asleep.








1 A GIRL WITH BIG DREAMS


One sunny morning in September, Maysoon woke up on the couch that she called her bed, stretched her arms, and smiled. She felt tiny bubbles of excitement fizz up from her toes, through her belly, and all the way up to her head. Today was the day! Finally she was old enough to join her three big sisters at Public School Number Six in her hometown of Cliffside Park, New Jersey.

Lamiah, Feda, and Hanan loved school and the many friends they had made there. Every day they came home from school and told Maysoon stories of the games they had played (that was mostly Feda), the fun they had had (that was mostly Hanan), and the boys who they liked (that was mostly Lamiah).

Maysoon was excited to strut her stuff through the playground, wearing her favorite pink pants with the bells at the bottom. She was ready to wave to her sisters in the food hall and to make new friends and tell them about her love of soap operas and her dreams of becoming the best entertainer in the world. “And the Academy Award goes to… Maysoon ‘Mimi’ Zayid!” She needed to tell her new friends that one day they would hear these exact words. Maysoon would be one of the world’s best-loved entertainers.

[image: Maysoon walking with a backpack, wearing flared pants and a sweater.]



Maysoon’s mom worked long hours in a hospital laboratory. It was her dad’s job to drive Maysoon to school to get enrolled. Maysoon smiled and bounced in her seat for the whole drive.

But when they arrived at the school, a teacher said four words that shattered Maysoon’s dream. “She can’t come here,” the teacher said. Maysoon’s dad was in the middle of writing Maysoon’s name on the list. He lifted his head and frowned.

Maysoon’s mouth opened wide. She gasped. What?! How can this teacher say I can’t come to this school? This teacher doesn’t even know me!

Before Maysoon could say a word, her father dropped his pen and spoke in a loud voice. “My daughter is brilliant! Let her in or I will sue!” he said, jabbing the air with his finger.

[image: Maysoon’s father pointing forward with a document on the desk, while Maysoon, carrying a backpack, stands beside him.]

“Yeah! We’ll sue!” Maysoon said. “I’m good enough for this school! Why can’t I go with Lamiah, Feda, and Hanan? Why can’t I make friends with their friends? Why do I have to go to a different school?”

The teacher pushed his glasses up his nose and crossed his arms. He whispered to Maysoon’s dad as if Maysoon weren’t there. “This girl is different,” the teacher said. “You’ll have to speak to the superintendent about her.”

Maysoon’s dream began to melt. It became a puddle of stinky glop that turned into a nightmare. A nightmare in which Maysoon’s dream of becoming an entertainer would surely fail. How could she become the world’s best entertainer if she couldn’t even get into the school of her choosing?



OEBPS/e9781665953436/fonts/EBGaramond-Bold.ttf


OEBPS/e9781665953436/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781665953436/xhtml/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Prologue


		Chapter 1: A Girl with Big Dreams


		Chapter 2: Too Bold, Too Much, Too Different


		Chapter 3: The Girl Who Wouldn’t be Told No


		Chapter 4: Heritage and Hope


		Chapter 5: Find Another Dream?


		Chapter 6: The Girl Who Refused to Give Up


		Chapter 7: And… Action!


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author and Illustrator


		Copyright







Guide



		Cover


		Start of Content


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Prologue


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author and Illustrator


		Copyright








		I


		II


		III


		V


		VI


		1


		2


		3


		4


		5


		6


		7


		8


		9


		10


		11


		12


		13


		14


		15


		16


		17


		18


		19


		20


		21


		22


		23


		24


		25


		26


		27


		28


		29


		30


		31


		32


		33


		34


		35


		36


		37


		38


		39


		40


		41


		42


		43


		44


		45


		46


		47


		48


		49


		50


		51


		52


		53


		54


		55


		56


		57


		58


		59


		60


		61


		62


		63


		64


		65


		66


		67


		68


		69


		70


		71


		72


		73


		74


		IV








OEBPS/e9781665953436/fonts/LondrinaOutline-Regular.ttf


OEBPS/e9781665953436/fonts/Atma-Bold.ttf


OEBPS/e9781665953436/fonts/EBGaramond-BoldItalic.ttf


OEBPS/e9781665953436/images/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781665953436/fonts/EBGaramond-Regular.ttf


OEBPS/e9781665953436/images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781665953436/images/9781665953436.jpg
Dr. Seema Yasmin
lllustrated by Noha Habaieb






OEBPS/e9781665953436/images/title.jpg
MUSLIM MAVERICKS

Vol. 1

“Nl SOON A

YID

Dr. Seema Yasmin
Mustrated by Noha Habaieb

4e
{.: SALAAM

Ped READS

New York Amsterdam/Antwerp London
Toronto  Sydney/Melbourne New Delhi





OEBPS/e9781665953436/fonts/EBGaramond-Italic.ttf


