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Patriotic Symbols of America


The Alamo: Symbol of Freedom


American Flag: The Story of Old Glory


Bald Eagle: The Story of Our National Bird


Confederate Flag: Controversial Symbol of the South


The Declaration of Independence: Forming a New Nation


Ellis Island: The Story of a Gateway to America


Independence Hall: Birthplace of Freedom


Jefferson Memorial: A Monument to Greatness


Liberty Bell: Let Freedom Ring


Lincoln Memorial: Shrine to an American Hero


Mount Rushmore: Memorial to Our Greatest Presidents


The Pledge of Allegiance: Story of One Indivisible Nation


Rock ’n’ Roll: Voice of American Youth


The Star-Spangled Banner: Story of Our National Anthem


Statue of Liberty: A Beacon of Welcome and Hope


Uncle Sam: International Symbol of America


The U.S. Constitution: Government by the People


Vietnam Veterans Memorial: Remembering a Generation and a War


Washington Monument: Memorial to a Founding Father


The White House: The Home of the U.S. President
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Patriotic Symbols and American History


Symbols are not merely ornaments to admire—they also tell us stories. If you look at one of them closely, you may want to find out why it was made and what it truly means. If you ask people who live in the society in which the symbol exists, you will learn some things. But by studying the people who created that symbol and the reasons why they made it, you will understand the deepest meanings of that symbol.


The United States owes its identity to great events in history, and the most remarkable of our patriotic symbols are rooted in these events. The struggle for independence from Great Britain gave America the Declaration of Independence, the Liberty Bell, the American flag, and other images of freedom. The War of 1812 gave the young country a song dedicated to the flag, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” which became our national anthem. Nature gave the country its national animal, the bald eagle. These symbols established the identity of the new nation, and set it apart from the nations of the Old World.


To be emotionally moving, a symbol must strike people with a sense of power and unity. But it often takes a long time for a new symbol to be accepted by all the people, especially if there are older symbols that have gradually lost popularity. For example, the image of Uncle Sam has replaced Brother Jonathan, an earlier representation of the national will, while the Statue of Liberty has replaced Columbia, a woman who represented liberty to Americans in the early 19th century. Since then, Uncle Sam and the Statue of Liberty have endured and have become cherished icons of America.


Of all the symbols, the Statue of Liberty has perhaps the most curious story, for unlike other symbols, Americans did not create her. She was created by the French, who then gave her to America. Hence, she represented not what Americans thought of their country but rather what the French thought of America. It was many years before Americans decided to accept this French goddess of Liberty as a symbol for the United States and its special role among the nations: to spread freedom and enlighten the world.


This series of books is valuable because it presents the story of each of America’s great symbols in a freshly written way and will contribute to the students’ knowledge and awareness of them. It it to be hoped that this information will awaken an abiding interest in American history, as well as in the meanings of American symbols.


—Barry Moreno,
librarian and historian
Ellis Island/Statue of Liberty National Monument
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[image: image] Words to Understand


Confederacy—short for Confederate States of America, an organization of the 11 Southern states that seceded from the United States in 1860 and 1861.


delegate—a person designated to represent others, often at a political meeting or convention.


vessel—a large ship.















	
The crew of the Confederate steamship Shenandoah were the last Confederates to surrender at the end of the Civil War. General Robert E. Lee surrendered his army while the ship was at sea, and the sailors on the Shenandoah did not receive the news until they were told by a passing British ship.
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Voyage of the Shenandoah


The Sea King was a fast steamship that arrived in the Madeira Islands off the coast of Africa in October 1864. It had left London 10 days before. Along the way the ship met a supply ship carrying guns and ammunition. Also on board was Captain James Waddell, an officer in the navy of the Confederate States of America.
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