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A Note of Explanation

We have included citation information for most of the passages that follow, in hopes this will make it easier to look them up in the original works or comprehensive translations, if a reader feels inspired to do so.

For the Analects, each citation refers to a book and a passage (i.e., 1/1 would refer to Book 1, passage 1). For the Mohists, each citation refers to a chapter title. For the Mencius, each citation refers to a book and a passage. (i.e., 3A/4 refers to Book 3A, passage 4). For the Laozi, each citation refers to a chapter number. For the Zhuangzi as well as the Xunzi, each citation refers to the name of a chapter.

The Inward Training, The Nature That Emerges from the Decree, and the Wuxing are short works that allow the reader to look up specific passages easily.

Further translations

For an excellent anthology of most of these philosophers, see Philip J. Ivanhoe and Bryan W. Van Norden, eds., Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2005).

For full translations, please see:

D. C. Lau, trans., The Analects (New York: Penguin Books, 1979).

Edward Slingerland, trans., Analects: With Selections from Traditional Commentaries (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2003).

John Knoblock and Jeffrey Riegel, trans., Mozi: A Study and Translation of the Ethical and Political Writings (Berkeley: Institute of East Asian Studies University of California, Berkeley, 2013).

D. C. Lau, trans., Mencius (New York: Penguin Books, 2005).

Bryan W. Van Norden, trans., Mengzi: With Selections from Traditional Commentaries (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2008).

D. C. Lau, trans., Tao Te Ching [by Lao Tzu] (New York: Penguin Books, 1985).

Philip J. Ivanhoe, The Daodejing of Laozi (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2003).

Harold D. Roth, Original Tao: Inward Training (Nei-yeh) and the Foundations of Taoist Mysticism (New York: Columbia University Press, 2004).

Burton Watson, trans., The Complete Works of Zhuangzi (New York: Columbia University Press, 2013).

Eric L. Hutton, trans., Xunzi: The Complete Text (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2014).

Scott Cook, The Bamboo Texts of Guodian: A Study and Complete Translation (Cornell: Cornell East Asia Series, 2013).

The excerpts offered here are indebted to all of these excellent translations.


The Analects : Confucius

The Analects is a series of dialogues between Confucius and his disciples. It presents Confucius as someone striving to be a great teacher and a good human being. Confucius’s ideas focus on overcoming the self through ritual cultivation. He emphasizes the capriciousness of the world, which is why he also encourages us to remember the deep joy that can come from the work of building extraordinary communities at all levels, from those immediately around us to the world at large.

*

Confucius said, “To learn and then at the appropriate time put into practice what you have learned: Is this not a pleasure? To have friends arrive from afar: Is this not a joy? To be patient even when others do not understand: Is this not the way of an accomplished person?” (1/1)

*

When it comes to the practice of ritual, it is harmonious ease that is valued. . . . If you merely stick rigidly to ritual in all matters, great and small, there will remain that which you cannot accomplish. Yet if you know enough to value harmonious ease but try to attain it without being regulated by the rites, this will not work either. (1/12)

*

Confucius said, “At age fifteen, I set my intention upon studying; at thirty I established myself in society; at forty I freed myself of delusions; at fifty I understood the mandates of Heaven; at sixty I could hear with clarity; and at age seventy what my heart desired and what was right came into alignment.” (2/4)
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