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Introduction



What Is the SAT? How Is It Used?


As you probably know, many colleges use the SAT as one of several ways to assess a student’s readiness for college-level work. Other important measures used are high school grades and teacher recommendations. Unlike many countries, the United States does not have a common national exam that must be taken by all students to earn a high school diploma. In one sense, therefore, the SAT can be seen as a means to give colleges a common standard by which to assess students’ proficiency.


The SAT tests skills in reading, writing, and mathematics, using predominantly multiple-choice questions. (Some of the mathematics questions require you to type in the answers.) Because the test aims to assess readiness for college, the level of the material on it is about the level of work done in the first and second years of college. However, the SAT does not require you to have specialized knowledge of any subject.


The SAT is prepared by the College Board, an organization that promotes college education in the United States. Students can go to the College Board’s website at http://sat.collegeboard.org/home for detailed information on when the test is given and how to register for it.


Students typically take the SAT in their junior or senior year of high school. They can also retake the test to improve their scores. The College Board has a policy called Score Choice that allows students to have only their best score report sent to colleges to which they have applied for admission. Some colleges accept Score Choice, and others do not. To find out if your selected colleges accept Score Choice and to find further information about how this process works, go to http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-score-choice.


The SAT tests the skills that you have developed over the entire course of your education. Whenever you write an essay or solve a mathematics problem, you are developing these skills. However, this does not mean that you should not do additional preparation for this important test. Carefully focused preparation over several weeks (or, even better, a number of months) will almost certainly help you to do better—in many cases, much better. Experts with many years of experience preparing students for the SAT and students who have achieved high scores on the SAT agree that the best way to do well is to practice using well-designed materials that provide full explanations of the answers. This is where this book will help you succeed!


The Digital SAT


The SAT is no longer paper test. The digital SAT continues to test

                mathematics, reading, and writing. The length of the test is two hours and a

                calculator use is permitted on all math sections. You may bring your own calculator

                or use the one that is included in the exam interface. The reading passages will

                also change, featuring shorter passages and fewer questions. In addition, since the

                SAT is computer adaptive; i.e., it will increase or decrease the level of difficulty

                based on the test taker’s performance. This book will provide you with the

                most additional practice with drills on Reading, Writing, and Math questions you

                will see on test day.


The SAT Format


As mentioned on the previous page, the SAT is a little over two hours and

                contains two parts: Reading and Writing and Math. Each test contains two modules.

                The first module is of standard difficulty, while the second module is based on

                adaptive difficulty, meaning how well you did on the first module for Reading and

                Writing and Math determines your second module of questions. The Math modules now

                allow you to use a calculator whenever you need to.


Reading and Writing Modules—32 Minutes, 27 Questions


Reading


Passages are shorter, no longer than 150 words, with just one attached question and the same great variety of genres, including drama and poetry.


Questions are broken down into the following categories:


Words in Context


Structure and Purpose


Central Ideas and Details


Quantitative Evidence


Textual Evidence


Inferences


Writing


Questions are broken down into the following categories:


Number and Tense Agreement


Punctuation


Sentence Structure and Organization


Transitions


Notes Analysis (Rhetorical Analysis)


Math Modules—35 Minutes, 22 Questions


There is a mix of multiple-choice and student-response questions as follows:


Algebra


Problem Solving and Data Analysis


Advanced Math


Geometry and Trigonometry


Your Test Scores


After you take the SAT, you will receive scores that will help you to evaluate your performance and tell you where your strengths and weaknesses lie. These scores usually fall between 200–800 in all Reading and Writing modules as well as the Math modules for a total perfect score of 1600.


The SAT can be taken multiple times.


Percentile Scores


You will receive a percentile ranking of 1 to 99 for your total composite score as well as for each of your section scores in Reading and Writing and in Math. The percentiles tell you how well you performed compared with other students taking the test. For example, if you receive a composite percentile ranking of 92%, you have achieved a higher score than 92% of all students taking the test.


Using This Book


The practice questions in this book are modeled after what we expect to see

                on the digital exam. They closely resemble all question types in Reading, Writing,

                and Math you will most likely see on test day in format, content, and level of

                difficulty. If you work diligently on them, you will greatly improve the skills you

                need to do well.


Work through each section, starting with the area you may need more practice

                in. When you go over your answers, carefully read the explanation for every question

                you answered incorrectly so that you fully understand the question and how to better

                answer it. This will enable you to concentrate on developing the skills needed for

                each type of module of the test. Good luck!


Reading and Writing


The ability to understand what you read and to put that knowledge to work

                for you in other applications is an important skill that spans almost every

                interest, subject, or future dream you have. Consequently, the College Board

                includes on the SAT a portion that tests your reading and writing skills.


Do you want to earn a high score on the SAT? First, learn to read, and then

                learn to read well. What does that mean? To answer that question, let’s break

                down the process into a few of its basic parts.


Learn to Read, Part 1: Sight Vocabulary


Learn as many words as you can. Know what each word means and how

                it’s used in sentences. “What words should I learn before the

                test?” That’s the wrong question. No one can predict exactly what

                unfamiliar words you will encounter on the SAT, in your college classes, or in the

                career you choose. You can make reasonable assumptions as you prepare, however, and

                you should do exactly that. A pragmatic approach is to learn as many words as you

                can using word games and puzzles in as many applications as possible. In other

                words, make learning new words a way of life.


“How do I answer an SAT Reading question if I don’t understand

                                                  what a word means?” Now, that is a good

                                                  question! Well, there are tricks to the

                                                  trade—ways to help you figure out what a

                                                  word means even if you’ve never seen it

                                                  before in your life, which leads us to the next

                                                  key point. The next part contains one of the best

                                                  ways to answer vocabulary-based questions

                                                  correctly.


Learn to Read, Part 2: Context, Context, Context


You have years of reading classes in your rearview mirror, so you probably already know about context clues and how to use them. But be smart. Context can be your best friend when you’re taking your reading skills to the next level. Context is so important that about 34% of the reading questions on the digital SAT will be about “words in context.”


It’s easy to practice. Whatever you’re reading—whether it is a textbook, newspaper, novel—when you encounter a word that you don’t recognize or know what it means, pause a minute. Don’t put the term into your search engine to find the definition—yet. First, use all of those context clue ideas you learned in reading class to figure it out. Then, when you look up the definition, one of two things will happen: either you’ll feel really, really good because you got it correct, or if you didn’t figure out the meaning, you’ll have learned a new word that you will probably never forget. It’s a win-win.



Learn to Read Well: Application


Application puts together several important skills that you need for

                success on the Reading portion of the SAT.


What’s the point of reading? Why do we learn to read? Reading is an amazing form of communication. It allows us to learn from others in a tangible form that reaches into the intangible world. Like stepping into a time machine, you can read a written work and discover the thoughts and ideas of people long gone, of different nationalities and cultures, and of almost every field of endeavor ever done by humans. When you know how to read and to read well, you can tap into the thoughts, motives, emotions, and ideas of others.


So what do we get out of reading? Sometimes just pleasure. Becoming part of a story, learning a new skill, and discovering a different way to view something can all be a lot of fun. But reading well is also a survival skill. To know how to read well is to know how to succeed. We live in a world that spins around written words—in print and in digital formats. Inestimable billions and billions of words are generated moment by moment, with a person behind each one of those words. Most writers are trying to get your attention, to have you at least understand what they are communicating, and often those writers are attempting to convince you to agree with them. To read well is to be aware of the aims behind what has been written.


The ability to read well is very powerful. Written words should be handled with care, which is why the application step is so very important. Once you understand how words are defined and used in context, you must decide what the author means by using those words in that way. You can easily see the magnitude of this when you realize that in the digital SAT, about 66% of the reading questions are dedicated to the application step.


Here are the main components of the application step.


Structure and Purpose


In these questions, you must identify the main purpose of the text. Doesn’t that make sense? Of course, figuring out why—for what purpose—the author wrote the text will help you better understand what is being said. Sometimes you will be asked to select the function or purpose of an underlined sentence or word(s) within the text, or the question might ask you to select the overall structure of the text. In other words, you need to be able to spot what organizational tools or approaches the writer used to convey ideas.


Cross-Text Connections


Think of all the works that have been written in the last 1,500-plus years in just the various forms of English alone. Could there be very many subjects that have escaped the written word? Consequently, you can expect to find multiple writers who view any given subject from every possible point of view. You name it; you’ll find it. Conflict and agreement. Shades of difference and outright hostility. Fence straddling and pushing-the-opponent-into-the-deep-end-of-the-pool-type approaches. The digital SAT Reading portion will include fewer questions of this type on the test. Remember that each question will include two passages, so Cross-Text Connections will still be a significant part of the test.


Cross-Text Connections require you to compare the views, arguments, points of agreement, opinions, and so forth of two different writers, usually on the same topic. This type of question tests your skills on several levels as you evaluate what a given author says and determine how that relates to the writing of the other author. In the twenty-first century, having these skills is essential. Technology has allowed writers to post online opinions, how-to articles, advice, and so forth in forms ranging from blogs to e-books about every subject under the sun. Yet, for the most part, very little of what is posted is fact-checked. You need to develop the ability to spot errors in logic and to identify sound reasoning, to understand conflicting viewpoints, and to compare shades of agreement as well as differences.


The SAT Reading test writers are spot-on and include this question type in

                the test to motivate you to hone your Cross-Text Connection skills.


Central Ideas and Details


You may be comfortable with the Central Ideas and Details portion of the

                test because it consists of more traditional types of questions. Of course, you need

                to recognize the main idea of the text as well as the details that surround that

                main idea. What point is the writer making? Do be careful, however, not to confuse

                Central Ideas and Details questions with Structure and Purpose questions. For

                example, I am writing this paragraph to help you do better on the SAT Reading test

                (my purpose). My structure includes using a rhetorical question, some cautionary

                advice, and an example to communicate my purpose. The main idea of this paragraph is

                that Structure and Purpose questions can be easily confused with Central Ideas and

                Details questions.


Here’s the point: When a question asks you, “Which choice best states the main idea of the text?” be sure your answer choice is the main idea and not the writer’s purpose.


Quantitative Evidence and Textual Evidence


Quantitative Evidence and Textual Evidence both center on their common word: evidence. In both types of questions, you will be looking to see what the author of the given text is claiming or what conclusion the author has drawn. Then you will use the available evidence to see if the claim or conclusion has any merit. The questions will ask you to select which answer choice supports, weakens, or illustrates the author’s claim. The biggest difference between the two question types is where you will look to find the evidence.




	In the case of Quantitative Evidence, you will be looking at images such as maps, graphs, and charts to find the evidence. So be sure to look at the fine details of whatever graphic accompanies the text in order to recognize the correct answer.



	In Textual Evidence questions, the evidence (to a certain degree) will be found among the answer choices. For example, a researcher claims that yellow jelly beans taste better than red jelly beans based on his observations of children eating only the yellow jelly beans at a party. If the question asks you to find the answer choice that weakens the researcher’s claim, you will want to look for that one answer choice that provides the best evidence that yellow jelly beans do not really taste better than red jelly beans. This is an example of a possible correct answer choice: “An independent study of the effects of eating jelly beans on the taste receptor cells found that red jelly beans stimulated more positive gustatory responses than any other color.”






Inferences


Inference is a type of logic in which you make an educated guess (using your reasoning powers) based on clues in the text and information based on your own experiences (forms of evidence) in order to determine what the writer is suggesting or implying. Once you have made inferences, you can use them to draw conclusions. Historically, making inferences was called “reading between the lines.”


Inference questions

                are often based on lengthy passages resulting in the reader needing to pull clues

                from several different places in the selection. On the SAT Reading test, however,

                you will be given just a few sentences from which to gather the clues. Don’t

                assume that this will make it easier. Because the clues will be more concentrated,

                your reasoning skills will need to be razor focused as well.


Notes Analysis (Rhetorical Analysis)


The College Board has added a new question type to the SAT Reading and

                Writing modules that requires you to use your rhetorical synthesis skills.


These questions incorporate a bit of storytelling within the questions themselves. They usually begin with a sentence telling you that a student took some notes while researching a topic. A bulleted list of notes follows. Then they give you more information about the student and what the student wants to do with the notes. Sometimes the student’s goal is to prove or disprove a point, suggest a plan of action based on information from the notes, emphasize a conclusion, summarize the information, and so forth. Your job is to decide which of the answer choices supplies the best statement based on the notes that accomplish the student’s goal.


Be careful not to get confused by all those notes. Find out what the goal is first, and then read the notes to see which ones are relevant to the student’s goal. By establishing that information first, you should be able to eliminate the incorrect answer choices quickly.


The SAT also includes the types of grammar and punctuation questions you have

                come to expect on a standardized test. These include:



TIP


Pay close attention to conjunctive adverbs.







	Number and Tense Agreement (subject/verb agreement, pronoun/antecedent agreement, verb tense agreement, and so forth)



	Punctuation



	Sentence Structure and Organization



	Transitions






Math


There are two Math modules on the digital SAT. The first module will be

                standard difficulty. The second module will be adaptive, meaning it has a difficulty

                level based on how you did on the first module. Each module contains 22

                questions.


Both multiple-choice and student-response (fill-in) questions will appear in

                the Math modules. The fill-in questions are sprinkled in about 25% of the exam. They

                do not appear together the way they did on the paper-based SAT.


The questions will be about 35% Algebra, 35% Advanced Math, 15% Problem-Solving/Data Analysis, and 15% Geometry and Trigonometry. All numbers used in the digital SAT are real numbers. The SAT no longer includes imaginary and complex numbers.


Calculators


Calculators are now permitted on this portion of the SAT. You can bring your own calculator or use the one provided in the program. Also available is a math reference sheet with geometry and trigonometry facts and formulas. Both features can be clicked on right from your computer screen.




	Make sure your calculator has fresh batteries the week of the test.



	Do not purchase a calculator for the test that is more sophisticated than the one you use in school. A graphing calculator may be useful, but most of the graphs can be sketched quickly by hand.



	Try to do as many of the calculations as you can mentally; use your calculator or the one provided by the program to make computations that would waste valuable time if done by hand.






The level of difficulty on the Math section of the digital SAT generally

                proceeds from easy to medium to hard. The following question is an example of a

                question that would appear in the difficult section.



[image: ] Example


[image: ]


In the equation above, m is a constant. If the equation has exactly one solution, what is the value of m?




(A)−9


(B)−3


(C)0


(D)9





The correct answer is (A). When looking for the number of solutions, use the discriminant. For exactly one solution, the discriminant states:


[image: ]


The digital SAT includes negative answers for the first time. Another

                example of this is below.



[image: ] Example


What is the least value of [image: ]?


Square both sides, and solve for x.


[image: ]


Check for extraneous solutions.


[image: ]


Both 3 and −3 are solutions to the problem. However, the question asks for the least value, so enter your −3 on your digital test form.
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Reading Practice Questions


Words in Context


When you are attempting to discover the meanings of words, look for context clues, such as:




	Definition (Some older churches contain feretories, shrines used to house relics of saints.)



	Example (There are some members of the lily family that we eat every day,—for example, garlic.)



	Comparison (An oriel is like a large bay window with attitude.)



	Contrast (Unlike the silk flowers in the hall, origami is made of paper.)



	Restatement (She realized that her new boss was irascible. In other words, the boss had a quick temper.)



	Synonym (He sent in troops to quash, or subdue, the rioting crowd.)



	Detail (Frontogenesis occurred over central Texas last night. Cold air from the north collided with warm Gulf air to produce thunderstorms.)






Remember, context clues can lead to the identity of any word you may see in an online article, a book you may be reading, or instructional materials you see in your classroom. The bulleted items mentioned above will be your tools (clues) to do just that!


Try to practice by observing interesting words you may see throughout your busy day that you are not sure the meaning of. Then look for the context clues to help! This is a good exercise for this type of SAT question. It also helps to build your vocabulary.


Practice




Each question has one or more passages. Carefully read each passage and question, and choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).





1.This text is from Anne Fadiman, Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader, copyright © 1998 by Anne Fadiman.


I call the “to each his own” quandary the His’er Problem, after a solution originally proposed by Chicago school superintendent Ella Young in 1912: “To each his’er own.” I’m sorry. I just can’t. My reactionary self has aesthetic as well as grammatical standards, and his’er is hideous. Unlike Ms., his’er could never become reflexive. (I might interject here that when I posed the His’er Problem to my brother, who was raised in the same grammatical hothouse as I, he surprised me by saying, “I won’t say his’er. That would be a capitulation to barbarism. But I would be willing to consider a more rhythmically acceptable neologism such as hyr or hes, which would be preferable to having to avoid his by plotting each sentence in advance like a military campaign.”)


As used in the text, what does the word “neologism” most nearly mean?




(A)New word


(B)Contraction


(C)Pronoun


(D)Correct word





2.The following text is from the beginning of short stories by F. Scott Fitzgerald in Flappers and Philosophers, originally published in 1920.


There he paused for a moment until his eyes became accustomed to the sun, and then seeing the girl under the awning he uttered a long even grunt of disapproval. If he had intended thereby to obtain a rise of any sort he was doomed to disappointment. The girl calmly turned over two pages, turned back one, raised the lemon mechanically to tasting distance, and then very faintly but quite unmistakably yawned.


As used in the text, what does the word “rise” most nearly mean?




(A)Increase


(B)Greeting


(C)Reaction


(D)Wave





3.This passage is from Paul Fussell, “Hiroshima: A Soldier’s View,” copyright © 1981 by The New Republic.


I’ve already noted what “a few more days” would mean to the luckless troops and sailors on the spot, and as to being thoughtful when “opening up the age of nuclear warfare,” of course no one was focusing on anything as portentous as that, which reflects a historian’s tidy hindsight. The U.S. government was engaged not in that sort of momentous thing but in ending the war conclusively, as well as irrationally remembering Pearl Harbor with a vengeance.


As used in the text, what does the word “tidy” most nearly mean?




(A)Clean


(B)Orderly


(C)Substantial


(D)Satisfactory





4.This passage also is from Paul Fussell, “Hiroshima: A Soldier’s View,” copyright © 1981 by The New Republic.


Understanding the past requires pretending that you don’t know the present. It requires feeling its own pressure on your pulses without any ex post facto* illumination. That’s a harder thing to do than Joravsky seems to think.


As used in the text, what does the word “illumination” most nearly mean?




(A)Exaggeration


(B)Intellectual enlightenment


(C)Pretension to knowledge


(D)Spiritual enlightenment





5.This passage is from Irving Kristol, Reflections of a Neoconservative, copyright © 1983 by Irving Kristol.


A _______ society, a society whose civilization is shaped by market transactions, is always likely to reflect the appetites and preferences of common men and women. Each may not have much money, but there are so many of them that their tastes are decisive.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




(A)socialistic


(B)commercial


(C)philosophic


(D)philanthropic





6.This passage is from Milton Friend, “Why Bother About Wildlife Disease?” from U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1401, 2014.


Some emerging zoonoses cause major economic impacts for _______ because of their presence in food production species such as poultry (H5N1) and swine (Nipah virus). For example, the highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza virus that appeared in Asia during 1997 and reached 51 countries by early 2010 caused billions of dollars in losses for the poultry industries of those countries.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




(A)horticulture


(B)forestry


(C)hydroponics


(D)agriculture





7.The following passage is from Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, translated from French into English by Henry Reeve and originally published in 1835. Alexis de Tocqueville was a French writer and visitor to the United States.


When I _______ to obey an unjust law, I do not contest the right of the majority to command, but I simply appeal from the sovereignty of the people to the sovereignty of mankind.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




(A)demand


(B)acquiesce


(C)refuse


(D)assent





8.The following passage is from “Sustainability and Renewable Resources” by Steven Hayward, Ph.D., Elizabeth Fowler, and Laura Steadman, copyright © 2000 by the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, Midland, Michigan.


Renewable resources are subject to a variety of _______, often more powerful than those acting on non-renewables. They are inexhaustible in the sense that they can be continually recycled, but this does not mean they are infinite in amount and does not prevent their degradation.


Which word choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




(A)stresses


(B)conditioned responses


(C)protections


(D)refuges





9.The following passage is from OECD/Nuclear Energy Agency (2000), “Nuclear Energy in a Sustainable Development Perspective,” www.oecd-nea.org/sd.


Many instances of unsustainable resource use can be attributed not only to a lack of a well-functioning market, but to perverse institutional or legal incentives, such as a lack of property rights to resources, or (especially in underdeveloped nations) a lack of ready resource alternatives.


As used in the text, what does the word “perverse” most nearly mean?




(A)Convoluted


(B)Corrupt


(C)Caused by selfishness


(D)Arising from obstinate persistence in an error





10.This passage is from Freeman Dyson, Disturbing the Universe, copyright © 1979 by Freeman J. Dyson.


If a scientist asserts that the stars at these immense distances have a decisive effect on the possibility of human existence, he will be suspected of being a believer in astrology. But it happens to be true that we could not have survived if the average distance between stars were only two million million miles instead of twenty.


As used in the text, what does the word “decisive” most nearly mean?




(A)Resolute


(B)Important


(C)Extreme


(D)Conclusive





11.This passage is from Elizabeth Zubritsky, “NASA Finds Friction from Tides Could Help Distant Earths Survive, and Thrive,” NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.


As anybody who has started a campfire by rubbing sticks knows, friction generates heat. Now, computer modeling by NASA scientists shows that friction could be the key to survival for some distant Earth-sized planets traveling in dangerous orbits.


As used in the text, what does the word “dangerous” most nearly mean?




(A)Likely to cause harm


(B)Threat


(C)Certain to be destroyed


(D)Risky





12.This passage is from John L. O’Sullivan, “The Great Nation of Futurity.” It was originally published in 1839.


We have had patriots to defend our homes, our liberties, but no aspirants to crowns or thrones; nor have the American people ever suffered themselves to be led on by wicked ambition to depopulate the land, to spread desolation far and wide, that a human being might be placed on a seat of supremacy.


As used in the text, what does the word “suffered” most nearly mean?




(A)Felt guilty


(B)Endured pain


(C)Objected to


(D)Permitted





13.This poem, lines 1–6 are from “The Hurricane” by Philip Freneau, published in 1785.


Happy the man who, safe on shore,


Now trims, at home, his evening fire;


Unmov’d he hears the tempests roar,


That on the tufted groves expire:


Alas! On us they doubly fall.


Our feeble barque must bear them all.


As used in the text, what does the word “barque” most nearly mean?




(A)Sailor


(B)Sailing vessel


(C)Storm


(D)Pilot





14.This passage is from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Great Boer War, published in 1900.


But it was different with the Dutch. That very rudeness of climate which had so impressed the Portuguese adventurer was the source of their success. Cold and poverty and storm are the nurses of the qualities which make for empire. It is the men from the bleak and barren lands who master the children of the light and the heat. And so the Dutchmen at the Cape prospered and grew stronger in that robust climate.


As used in the text, what does the word “nurses” most nearly mean?




(A)Things that foster certain characteristics in people


(B)Persons trained to look after the sick and injured


(C)Persons who are skilled in conserving precious resources


(D)Foods that are nutritious in a cold, inhospitable climate





15.This passage is from “Scientists Locate Deep Origins of Hawaiian Hotspots,” press release 09-232, December 3, 2009, National Science Foundation.


The location of the Hawaiian Islands in the middle of the Pacific Ocean had hampered past efforts to _______ its deep structure. Seismometer deployments limited to land sites on the islands did not provide sufficient coverage for high-resolution imaging, and Hawaii is also far from the most active circum-Pacific zones of earthquakes. Therefore, scientists turned to a more technologically challenging, marine approach by placing temporary instrumentation on the seafloor to record seismic waves.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word?




(A)transform


(B)exclude


(C)resolve


(D)counteract





16.This passage is from W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, originally published in 1903.


Being a problem is a strange experience,—peculiar even for one who has never been anything else, save perhaps in babyhood and in Europe. It is in the early days of rollicking boyhood that the revelation first bursts upon one, all in a day, as it were. I remember well when the shadow swept across me. I was a little thing, away up in the hills of New England, where the dark Housatonic winds between Hoosac and Taghkanic to the sea. In a wee wooden schoolhouse, something put it into the boys’ and girls’ heads to buy gorgeous visiting-cards—ten cents a package—and exchange. The exchange was merry, till one girl, a tall newcomer, refused my card,—refused it peremptorily, with a glance. Then it dawned upon me with a certain suddenness that I was different from the others; or like, mayhap, in heart and life and longing, but shut out from their world by a vast veil.


As used in the text, what does the word “revelation” most nearly mean?




(A)The author’s realization that despite their different skin color, whites and blacks are fundamentally the same


(B)The author’s realization that blacks are not part of the white people’s world


(C)The author’s learning that not everyone is kind


(D)The author’s realization that he could beat his white classmates at examinations and in a footrace





17.This passage is from W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, originally published in 1903.


After the Egyptian and Indian, the Greek and Roman, the Teuton and Mongolian, the Negro is a sort of seventh son, born with a veil, and gifted with second-sight in this American world,—a world which yields him no true self-consciousness, but only lets him see himself through the revelation of the other world. It is a peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this sense of always looking at one’s self through the eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape of a world that looks on in amused contempt and pity.


As used in the text, what does the word “second-sight” most nearly mean?




(A)The unique ability of Negroes to visualize future events


(B)An awareness of the injustice of how the whites treat Negroes


(C)The whites’ view of the world


(D)A mystical ability to perceive reality directly





18.This passage is from W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, originally published in 1903.


This, then is the ____________ of his striving: to be a co-worker in the kingdom of culture, to escape both death and isolation, to husband and use his best powers and his latent genius.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical word or phrase?




(A)estimate


(B)estrangement


(C)end


(D)enhancement





19.This passage is from Joseph Conrad, Lord Jim, originally published in 1917.


When a water-clerk who possesses Ability in the abstract has also the advantage of having been brought up to the sea, he is worth to his employer a lot of money and some ____________.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical word or phrase?




(A)chastening


(B)cautious encouragement


(C)audacious criticism


(D)humoring





20.This passage is from Gilbert Highet, The Art of Teaching, copyright © 1950 by Gilbert Highet.


His methods were, first, the modest declaration of his own ignorance—which imperceptibly flattered the other man and made him eager to explain to such an intelligent but naive inquirer; second, his adaptability—which showed him the side on which each man could be best approached; and, third, his unfailing good humor—which allowed him always to keep the conversation going and at crises, when the other lost his temper, to dominate it.


As used in the text, what does the word “naive” most nearly mean?




(A)Innocent


(B)Guileless


(C)Uninformed


(D)Credulous





21.This passage is from Charles A. Eastman (Ohiyesa), The Indian Today: The Past and Future of The First American, originally published in 1915.


It was not, then, wholly from ignorance or improvidence that he failed to establish permanent towns and to develop a material civilization. To the untutored sage, the concentration of population was the prolific mother of all evils, moral no less than physical. He argued that food is good, while surfeit kills; that love is good, but lust destroys; and not less dreaded than the pestilence following upon crowded and unsanitary dwellings was the loss of spiritual power inseparable from too close contact with one’s fellow men.


As used in the text, what does the phrase “untutored sage” most nearly mean?




(A)A wise person who lacks formal education


(B)A wise person who has not received religious instruction from tribal elders


(C)A teacher pretending to be knowledgeable but who, in reality, has little knowledge


(D)A foolish person





22.This passage is from Anne Fadiman, Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader, copyright © 1998 by Anne Fadiman.


He replied, “Males. I was thinking about males. I viewed the world of literature— indeed, the entire world of artistic creation—as a world of males, and so did most writers. Any writer of fifty years ago who denies that is lying. Any male writer, I mean.”


I believe that although my father and E.B. White were not misogynists, they didn’t really see women, and their language reflected and reinforced that blind spot. Our invisibility was brought home to me fifteen years ago, after Thunder Out of China, a 1946 best-seller about China’s role in the Second World War, was reissued in paperback.


As used in the text, what does the phrase “see women” most nearly mean?




(A)Regard women as human beings


(B)Notice women


(C)Take women seriously


(D)Have women as friends





23.This passage is from Anne Fadiman, Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader, copyright © 1998 by Anne Fadiman.


What I am saying here is very simple. Changing our language to make men and women equal has a _______. That doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be done. High prices are attached to many things that are on the whole worth doing.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?




(A)calling


(B)following


(C)cost


(D)market





24.This passage is from Henry Van Dyke, The Americanism of Washington. It was originally published in 1906.


They were really imprudent, and at heart willing to take all risks of poverty and death in a struggle whose cause was just though its issue was dubious. If it be rashness to commit honor and life and property to a great adventure for the general good, then these men were rash to the verge of reckless.


As used in the text, what does the word “issue” most nearly mean?




(A)Offspring


(B)Moral principle


(C)Outcome


(D)Controversial topic





25.This passage is from Henry Van Dyke, The Americanism of Washington. It was originally published in 1906.


He ____________ profitable office and sure preferment under the crown, for hard work, uncertain pay, and certain peril in behalf of the colonies.


Which choice completes the text with the most logical word or phrase?




(A)pursued


(B)garnered


(C)glorified


(D)forfeited





Answer Explanations


1.(C)The author is discussing new words that have been suggested to replace the word “his” used to refer to both males and females.


2.(C)Immediately before the word “rise” is used, the old man is described as grunting: “There he paused . . . grunt of disapproval,” suggesting that he intended to communicate something to the girl. Thus, in context, “rise” means “reaction.”


3.(B)In context, the word “tidy” means “orderly.” The author is saying that the historian can use hindsight to analyze events of the past in an orderly manner. An example of this is that they know the implications (such as “opening up the age of nuclear warfare”) of events, whereas the people involved in them could not know such implications. Thus, the historian, using hindsight, can fit everything into an orderly view of what happened.


4.(B)In context, the word “illumination” means “intellectual enlightenment.” The author is saying that to understand the past one, must put aside one’s knowledge of subsequent events and not consider any intellectual enlightenment that comes with considering these later events.


5.(B)The clause that follows the blank defines the correct word choice: “A society whose civilization is shaped by market transactions, . . .” Of the choices given, only (B), a commercial society, would be shaped by “market transactions.”


6.(D)Once again, the correct answer choice has, by definition, a characteristic that is unique in contrast to the other three answer choices. In this case, only agriculture includes domestic farm animals, such as poultry and swine.


7.(C)The clue to the correct answer here is in “I do not contest the right of the majority to command. . . .” The subordinate clause that introduces the sentence begins with “when,” which means in this context “at the same time.” In other words, “At the same time I _______ to obey . . . , I do not contest the right. . . .” To contest something is to oppose it. Logically, then, to oppose obeying an unjust law would mean to refuse to obey it.


8.(A)The key point of the excerpt is that just because some resources are renewable does not mean they are infinite in amount. That distinction is significant, and the correct answer will provide a word that correctly labels the “powerful” elements that are working against renewable resources. Of the four choices, only “stresses” is logical in this context.


9.(D)In context, “perverse” means “arising from obstinate persistence in an error.” The author is saying that often unsustainable resource use is encouraged by policies that continue despite evidence that they do not work.


10.(D)The main argument in the passage is that the universe seems designed for life, so it is reasonable that the word “decisive” means “conclusive.” The author is saying that without the great distances between stars, life would be impossible.


11.(A)In context, “dangerous” means “likely to cause harm.” This can be inferred because the sentence in which the word “dangerous” is used is about “the key to survival for some . . . planets.” A dangerous orbit is one likely to cause harm to the planet in that orbit.


12.(D)From the context, it can be inferred that “suffered” means “permitted.” The author is pointing out that Americans never suffered (permitted or allowed) themselves to to be motivated by acquiring crowns or thrones, the symbols of “a seat of supremacy.”


13.(B)A barque is a sailing vessel. The poem contrasts the man who is safe on shore during the hurricane and those people on whom the storm is falling. In the context of this scene, “Our feeble barque must bear them all” reveals that the barque, the boat, must bear the raging storm and must bear the people seeking survival in it.


14.(A)The author says, “Cold and poverty and storm are the nurses of the qualities which make for empire.” Clearly, he means that hardships fostered these characteristics in the Boers. The author explains: “It . . . climate” (lines 64–67).


15.(C)Context tells us that scientists were having difficulty conducting their studies of the deep structure of the Hawaiian Islands. The text includes such words and phrases as “hampered,” “limited,” and “not provide sufficient coverage.” These words denote negative outcomes. The focus is that “the location . . . hampered past efforts to its deep structure.” The word “resolve” implies dealing with difficulties, and one of the synonyms of “to resolve” is “to determine,” making (C) the logical choice.


16.(B)The author describes how as a child he came to realize that black people are treated differently than white people and are not accepted by them.


17.(C)The author says, “The Negro is . . . gifted with second-sight in this American world,—a world which . . . only lets him see himself through the revelation of the other world.”


18.(C)The word “striving” implies a goal (an end). What is the writer striving for? “To be a co-worker . . . , to escape . . . , to husband and use. . . .”


19.(D)Logically, an employer will go to extreme measures to keep an employee who has “Ability in the abstract,” meaning one who has knowledge and skill and who instinctively knows how to apply that knowledge and that skill to bring the employer “a lot of money.” Chastening and criticism will not make a valuable employee want to remain. Encouragement is a positive; however, “humoring” is the correct choice because to humor is to attempt to please and indulge someone by complying with what the person wants, whether his or her wishes are reasonable or not,—in this case, for the purpose of encouraging the water-clerk to stay.


20.(C)In context, “naive” means “uninformed,” someone who is intelligent but ignorant concerning a particular subject.


21.(A)A “sage” is a “wise person,” and “untutored” means “lacking formal education.”


22.(C)The author quotes her father to illustrate the fact that in the past, men “viewed the world . . . of artistic creation—as a world of males.” She says she doesn’t believe her father was a misogynist (a man who hates women) but that he and other men in the past didn’t “really see women.” In context, therefore, “see women” means “take women seriously.” Clues to the meaning are “blind spot” and “invisibility.”


23.(C)“High prices” relate to having a cost (a required payment); a gain in one area results in the loss in another (a cost).


24.(C)The author says, “They were . . . willing to take all risks . . . in a struggle whose course was just though its issue was dubious.” It makes sense that the word “issue” means “outcome” here because a struggle results in an outcome.


25.(D)First, “profitable office” contrasts with “uncertain pay.” “Sure preferment” contrasts with “certain peril.” Next, add to these contrasts the pivotal conjunction “for,” which can mean “in place of” or “instead of.” Finally, look in the answer choices for the verb that supports the idea of giving up “profitable office and sure preferment” (the one side of the contrast) for “uncertain pay, and certain peril” (the other side of the contrast). By definition, “forfeited” can mean “to lose or give up.”


*Ex post facto means “after the fact.”


Structure and Purpose


What should you remember for Structure and Purpose questions on the SAT?


You can remember it this way:


Structure = Purpose


The structure, or how a passage or text is written, helps a reader determine the reason the author wrote the text.


What should you look for?


Keep alert for sequence patterns (such as chronological order) and the use of organizational principles (such as cause and effect relationships). Once you figure out the sequence and organization, you will realize the purpose—the reason behind what is written, a statement of why the author wrote the text.


Practice




Each question has one or more passages. Carefully read each passage and question, and choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).





1.This passage is from Paul Fussell, “Hiroshima: A Soldier’s View,” copyright © 1981 by The New Republic.


In an exchange of views not long ago in The New York Review of Books, Joseph Alsop and David Joravsky set forth the by now familiar argument on both sides of the debate about the “ethics” of the bomb. It’s not hard to guess which side each chose once you know that Alsop experienced capture by the Japanese at Hong Kong early in 1942, while Joravsky came into no deadly contact with the Japanese: a young, combat-innocent soldier, he was on his way to the Pacific when the war ended. The editors of The New York Review gave the debate the tendentious title “Was the Hiroshima Bomb Necessary?” surely an unanswerable question (unlike “Was It Effective?”) and one precisely indicating the intellectual difficulties involved in imposing *ex post facto a rational and even a genteel ethics on this event.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




(A)It demonstrates that Americans are still so deeply divided about this event that no definitive answer can yet be given.


(B)It suggests that the wording of the question is unfair and rhetorically leans toward Joravsky’s position on the issue.


(C)It underscores that ethical issues can never be conclusively decided.


(D)It implies that questions about the past are meaningless because the past remains the past no matter what is decided about it in retrospect.





2.This passage is from Paul Fussell, “Hiroshima: A Soldier’s View,” copyright © 1981 by The New Republic.


U.S. government was engaged not in that sort of momentous thing but in ending the war conclusively, as well as irrationally remembering Pearl Harbor with a vengeance. It didn’t know then what everyone knows now about leukemia and various kinds of carcinoma and birth defects. Truman was not being sly or coy when he insisted that the bomb was “only another weapon.” History, as Eliot’s “Gerontion” notes,


. . . has many cunning passages, contrived corridors


And issues, deceives with whispering ambitions,


Guides us by vanities . . .


Think


Neither fear not courage saves us. Unnatural vices


Are fathered by our heroism. Virtues


Are forced upon us by our impudent crimes.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined quotation in the text as a whole?




(A)It reminds historians that to understand an event in the past, they must imagine that they are ignorant of what the consequences of the event were.


(B)It makes the point that a heroic action might result in evil and a cowardly action might result in good.


(C)It encourages the reader to investigate what great poets have written about both the heroism war inspires and the horrors it entails.


(D)It reinforces the point that the consequences of an action (for good or ill) are not known by those who decide to take the actions at the time of their decision.





3.This passage is from David Alpaugh, “The Professionalization of Poetry,” in Heavy Lifting, copyright © 2007 by Alehouse Press.


Still, the term [prose poem] leads us to expect a combination of and tension between prose and poetic elements. Unfortunately, these expectations aren’t always met. Examples abound. Here are two excerpts from “Doubt,” by Fanny Howe, which appeared in The Best American Poetry: 2001, edited by David Lehman and Robert Hass, both long associated with writing programs:


Virginia Woolf committed suicide in 1941 when the German bombing campaign against England was at its peak and when she was reading Freud whom she had staved off until then.


Edith Stein, recently and controversially beatified by the Pope, who had successfully worked to transform an existential vocabulary into a theological one, was taken to Auschwitz in August 1942.


Which choice best describes the overall structure of the text?




(A)It provides examples to support the author’s contention that many prose poems do not successfully combine prose elements and poetic elements.


(B)It provides support for the view that prose poetry is a legitimate genre.


(C)It textually demonstrates that prose poems can make effective use of traditional poetic devices.


(D)It demonstrates that prose poems are uniquely suited for literary criticism because they combine the analytic precision of prose with the intuitive insight of poetry.





4.This passage is from Paul Fussell, “Hiroshima: A Soldier’s View,” copyright © 1981 by The New Republic.


And in explanation of “the two bombs,” Alsop adds: “The true, climactic, and successful effort of the Japanese peace advocates . . . did not begin in deadly earnest until after the second bomb had destroyed Nagasaki. The Nagasaki bomb was thus the trigger to all the developments that led to peace.”


Which choice best states the main purpose of the italicized word in the text?




(A)It underscores that time was not on the side of the Allied forces at the time the bombs were dropped.


(B)It connects the efforts of the peace advocates to those who were supporting the use of a second bomb.


(C)It argues that the second bomb was not necessary because the peace efforts had already begun.


(D)It emphasizes the significance of sequence to the outcome; consequently, it supports the idea that the second bomb was necessary for peace.





5.This passage is from David Alpaugh, “The Professionalization of Poetry,” in Heavy Lifting, copyright © 2007 by Alehouse Press.


Most obvious is the “prosification” of poetry—the publication of flat, pedestrian prose with the assurance, explicit or implied, that it is the real thing. The notion that lineation is a magic wand that can turn prose into poetry has been uncritically accepted by too many literary editors. So many poets publish lineated prose today that it would be unfair to single out one or two.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined phrase in the text as a whole?




(A)It defines “prosification” in a way that commends it to the reader.


(B)It demonstrates the major feature of “prosification.”


(C)It serves to define “prosification” by pointing out its major contradictory element.


(D)It analyzes “prosification” in terms of form and structure.





6.This passage is from S. Jeffress Williams, Kurt Dodd, and Kathleen Krafft Gohn, “Coasts in Crisis, Coastal Change,” U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1075, 1990.


Coastal lands and sediments are constantly in motion. Breaking waves move sand along the coast, eroding sand in one area and depositing it on an adjacent beach. Tidal cycles bring sand onto the beach and carry it back into the surf. Rivers carry sediment to the coast and build deltas into the open water. Storms cause deep erosion in one area and leave thick overwash deposits in another. Plants retain sediment in wetlands and impede movement of coastal dunes. Natural processes that change the water level also affect coastal dynamics. Taken individually, each natural process of coastal transport is complex; taken collectively, they create an intricate system that attempts to achieve a dynamic balance.


What is the main purpose of the text?




(A)It discusses the natural processes of the coastal transport system to demonstrate that they are individually complex and to suggest that the system they collectively create is intricate.


(B)It presents a chronological sequence of tidal effects.


(C)It dynamically balances the effects of coastal tides against the larger system they collectively create.


(D)It provides evidence of the sedentary nature of the coastal transport system, implying that ships would be at the mercy of such an intricate system.





7.This passage is from Dai Sijie, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, copyright © 2001 by Alfred A. Knopf (English translation copyright © 2001 by Ina Rilke).


“What you are about to hear, comrade, is a Mozart sonata,” Luo announced, as coolly as before.


I was dumbfounded. Had he gone mad? All music by Mozart or indeed by any other Western composer had been banned years ago. In my sodden shoes my feet turned to ice. I shivered as the cold tightened its grip on me.


“What’s a sonata?” the headman asked warily.


“I don’t know,” I faltered. “It’s Western.”


“Is it a song?”


“More or less,” I replied evasively.


At that instant the glint of the vigilant Communist reappeared in the headman’s eyes, and his voice turned hostile.


“What’s the name of this song of yours?”


“Well, it’s like a song, but actually it’s a sonata.”


“I’m asking you what it’s called!” he snapped, fixing me with his gaze.


“Mozart . . .” I muttered.


“Mozart what?”


“Mozart Is Thinking of Chairman Mao,” Luo broke in.


The audacity! But it worked: as if he had heard something miraculous, the headman’s menacing look softened. He crinkled up his eyes in a wide, beatific smile.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined exclamation in the text as a whole?




(A)It establishes a point of contrast in the narrative that leads to character development.


(B)It provides a point of climax to the narrative.


(C)It creates the dramatic setting against which the narrative can continue.


(D)It introduces a new relationship to the narrative.





8.This passage is from Irving Kristol, Reflections of a Neoconservative, copyright © 1983 by Irving Kristol.


“Scientific” socialism promised to remove the conflict between actual and potentially ideal human nature by creating an economy of such abundance that appetite as a social force would, as it were, wither away. Behind this promise, of course, was the profound belief that modern science—including the social sciences, and especially including scientific economics—would gradually but ineluctably provide humanity with modes of control over nature (and human nature, too) that would permit the modern world radically to transcend all those limitations of the human condition previously taken to be “natural.” The trouble with implementing this belief, however, was that the majority of men and women were no more capable of comprehending a “science of society” than they were of practicing austere self-denial. A socialist elite, therefore, was indispensable to mobilize the masses for their own ultimate self-transformation.


Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?




(A)It summarizes the conflict inherent within human nature and how modern science can provide a cure.


(B)It compares the elite classes with the majority of men and women within a “science of society.”


(C)It explains why an “elite” group would be indispensable to the realization of a scientific socialist society.


(D)It links the socialist elite to the limitations of the human condition that most consider to be “natural.”





9.This passage is from Milton Friend, “Why Bother About Wildlife Disease?” from U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1401, 2014.


What are zoonoses? The common dictionary definition in scientific journals and media coverage of zoonotic disease conveys the limited concept of infectious disease transmissible from animals to humans. However, that perspective is inadequate. Zoonotic disease is multidimensional and ecologically complex, as are many of the pathogens involved. . . . Here, it is sufficient to recognize that zoonoses are infectious diseases transmissible between vertebrate animals and humans and vice versa.


Which choice best states the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




(A)It sets the tone for the selection.


(B)It introduces the subject of the sentences that follow.


(C)It questions the validity of the definitions currently in place.


(D)It suggests that the definition is not easily deduced from the available scientific journals and media coverage.





10.This passage is from Milton Friend, “Why Bother About Wildlife Disease?” from U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1401, 2014.


Threats from EIDs [Emerging Infectious Diseases] are unlikely to decrease, because the ever-changing relations between humans and the environment are a major factor driving disease emergence. The separation between the relevance of zoonoses to wildlife management and conservation and to public health issues has rigidly existed in the past but has been greatly eroded by the current wave of EIDs, many of which are zoonoses. Further, the great costs of zoonoses for society demand that these diseases be aggressively dealt with. For example, of the 868 zoonoses identified at the start of the 21st century, a review of 56 of them revealed approximately 2.5 billion cases of human illness and 2.7 million human deaths worldwide per year.


What is the main purpose of the text?




(A)It argues that zoonoses are real and dangerous.


(B)It narrates the story behind the rise of EIDs.


(C)It informs readers of the dangers behind EIDs.


(D)It attempts to persuade readers that they must demand that zoonoses be dealt with aggressively.





11.The following passage is from Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, translated from French into English by Henry Reeve and originally published in 1835. Alexis de Tocqueville was a French writer and visitor to the United States.


A general law, which bears the name of justice, has been made and sanctioned, not only by a majority of this or that people, but by a majority of mankind. The rights of every people are therefore confined within the limits of what is just. A nation may be considered as a jury which is empowered to represent society at large and to apply justice, which is its law. Ought such a jury, which represents society, to have more power than the society itself whose laws it executes?


What is the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




(A)It concludes that justice is a law that has universal application.


(B)It outlines the circumstances in which a representative jury should have more power than society.


(C)It summarizes the justice-law-jury cycle that leads to empowered representation.


(D)It analyzes each step of how just laws are made, sanctioned, and represented in a just society.





12.The following passage is from Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, translated from French into English by Henry Reeve and originally published in 1835. Alexis de Tocqueville was a French writer and visitor to the United States.


The main evil of the present democratic institutions of the United States does not arise, as is often asserted in Europe, from their weakness, but from their irresistible strength. I am not so much alarmed at the excessive liberty which reigns in that country as at the inadequate securities which one finds there against tyranny; if an individual or a party is wronged in the United States, to whom can he apply for redress? If to public opinion, public opinion constitutes the majority; if to the legislature, it represents the majority and implicitly obeys it; if to the executive power, it is appointed by the majority and serves as a passive tool in its hands. The public force consists of the majority under arms; the jury is the majority invested with the right of hearing judicial cases; and in certain states even the judges are elected by the majority. However iniquitous or absurd the measure of which you complain, you must submit to it as well as you can.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




(A)It describes the democratic process in cases of unsubstantiated wrongs.


(B)It rhetorically introduces the writer’s argument presented as a series of answers to the question.


(C)It argues that the United States has reached a position of uncontrollable power amid irresistible strength.


(D)It connects the European assertions of America’s weakness to the realities of its irresistible strength.





13.This passage is from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Great Boer War, published in 1900.


Look at the map of South Africa, and there, in the very center of the British possessions, like the stone in a peach, lies the great stretch of the two republics, a mighty domain for so small a people. How came they there? Who are these Teutonic folk who have burrowed so deeply into Africa? No one can know or appreciate the Boer who does not know his past, for he is what his past has made him. It was in 1652 that the Dutch made their first lodgment at the Cape of Good Hope. The Portuguese had been there before them, but, repelled by the evil weather, and lured forwards by rumors of gold, they had passed the true seat of empire and had voyaged further to settle along the eastern coast. . . .


Which choice best describes the overall structure of the text?




(A)It decries the epicenter position of the Boers in relation to the British Empire.


(B)It explains the geographical existence of the Boers in South Africa by presenting their historical context.


(C)It questions the significance of the Boers as a two-republic domain when their numbers are so small.


(D)It provides a deeper insight into why the British view the Boers as a stone in the center of British possessions.





14.This passage is from David Alpaugh, “What Poets Can Learn from Songwriters,” copyright © 2011 by David Alpaugh, copyright © 2011 Scene4 Magazine.


And yet, the line between song and poem is not as firm as Sondheim suggests. William Blake called his greatest books of poetry Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience. Walt Whitman called the opening poem of Leaves of Grass “Song of Myself.” In both cases, their work straddles the line between the genres. Blake’s


Piping down the valleys wild,


Piping songs of pleasant glee,


On a cloud I saw a child,


And he laughing said to me


practically begs to be set to music, and has been by more than one composer.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




(A)It illustrates how very different a poem is from a lyric.


(B)It provides an example of a poem that is very much like a lyric.


(C)It shows that only a simple poem can successfully be set to music.


(D)It shows that there is no difference between melody in music and repetition in poetry.





15.This passage is from David Alpaugh, “What Poets Can Learn from Songwriters,” copyright © 2011 by David Alpaugh, copyright © 2011 Scene4 Magazine.


Whitman’s great elegy, beginning


In the dooryard fronting an old farm-house


near the white-wash’d palings,


Stands the lilac-bush tall-growing . . .


is one of the loveliest “songs” in the Kurt Weill/Langston Hughes musical, Street Scene. Perhaps the most significant divergence between these sister arts today is the way in which poets and songwriters imagine their audiences.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined phrase in the text as a whole?




(A)It contrasts the diversity that pervades both poems and songs.


(B)It suggests that poems and songs are really one and the same.


(C)It emphasizes the close relationship between poetry and music.


(D)It conveys a sense of family between songwriters and poets.





16.This passage is from David Alpaugh, “What Poets Can Learn from Songwriters,” copyright © 2011 by David Alpaugh, copyright © 2011 Scene4 Magazine.


Frost acknowledged poetry’s ambition to be heard again and again when he explained that his goal was “to lodge a few poems where they will be hard to get rid of.” Too many poets programmatically eschew the memory cues songwriters unabashedly use to accomplish this mission. After talking to writing students, conditioned by their professors to tolerate no rhyme or meter in poetry, James Fenton suggests (in American Scholar) that they would “be happier if they accepted that the person who was studying creative writing, with the aim of producing poetry, was the same person who had a car full of country and western tapes, or whatever the music was that delighted them.”


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined quotation in the text as a whole?




(A)It gives a reason why more music lovers should enroll in writing courses aimed at producing poets.


(B)It explains why writing students should listen to more music.


(C)It suggests that writing students wanting to become poets should draw on their knowledge and appreciation of music in their attempts to produce poetry.


(D)It argues that writing students are not happy because their professors do not allow them to draw on their knowledge and appreciation of music in their writing of poetry.





17.This passage is from Preston Dyches, “Cassini Catches Titan Naked in the Solar Wind,” NASA News and Features, January 28, 2015.


At Earth, our planet’s powerful magnetic field acts as a shield against the solar wind, helping to protect our atmosphere from being stripped away. In the case of Venus, Mars, and comets—none of which is protected by a global magnetic field—the solar wind drapes around the objects themselves, interacting directly with their atmospheres (or in the comet’s case, its coma). Cassini saw the same thing at Titan. Researchers thought they would have to treat Titan’s response to the solar wind with a unique approach because the chemistry of the hazy moon’s dense atmosphere is highly complex. But Cassini’s observations of a naked Titan hinted at a more elegant solution. “This could mean we can use the same tools to study how vastly different worlds, in different parts of the solar system, interact with the wind from the sun,” Bertucci said.


Which choice best describes the overall structure of the text?




(A)It describes the relationship of the solar winds to planetary atmospheres.


(B)It suggests that specialized tools are necessary for studying atmospheric conditions on far planets.


(C)It questions the need for specialized tools when existing instruments can be adapted and used.


(D)It narrates the story of how previously used observational tools were found to have universal applications.





18.This passage is from John Okada, No-No Boy, published by the University of Washington Press, copyright © 2001. The passage tells about the experiences of people of Japanese heritage living in the United States at the beginning of World War II.


First, the real Japanese-Japanese were rounded up. These real Japanese-Japanese were Japanese nationals who had the misfortune to be diplomats and businessmen and visiting professors. They were put on a boat and sent back to Japan. Then the alien Japanese, the ones who had been in America for two, three, or even four decades, were screened, and those found to be too actively Japanese were transported to the hinterlands and put in a camp. The security screen was sifted once more and, this time, the lesser lights were similarly plucked and deposited. An old man, too old, too feeble, and too scared, was caught in the net.


Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?




(A)It chronologically presents the systematic approach taken to contain those of Japanese lineage living in the United States at the beginning of the Second World War.


(B)It argues the point of the injustices suffered during the last world war.


(C)It legitimizes the need for security screens and illustrates their effective and comprehensive uses, as seen in the containment of those of Japanese lineage living in the United States at the beginning of the Second World War.


(D)It underscores the necessity of an organized home front in the event of war.





19.This passage is from Freeman Dyson, Disturbing the Universe, copyright © 1979 by Freeman J. Dyson.


The facts of astronomy include some other numerical accidents that work to our advantage. For example, the universe is built on such a scale that the average distance between stars in an average galaxy like ours is about twenty million million miles—an extravagantly large distance by human standards. If a scientist asserts that the stars at these immense distances have a decisive effect on the possibility of human existence, he will be suspected of being a believer in astrology. But it happens to be true that we could not have survived if the average distance between stars were only two million million miles instead of twenty.


Which choice best describes the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?




(A)It shows that he is familiar with ways of thinking outside of conventional science.


(B)It supports his assertion that stars greatly affect human beings.


(C)It emphasizes how remarkable it is that faraway stars affect life on Earth.


(D)It supports his contention that faraway stars can come near the sun and disrupt Earth’s orbit around it.
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