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  Locations indicated on this map are reflective of the ways in which settlers and human traffickers from European nations wrote about the Atlantic world in 1722. Like most maps depicting the world during this era, this map is a projection of European understanding, desire, and intent. It fails to represent the ways in which people indigenous to Africa and the Americas thought of the world.




  PRAISE FOR PIRATES OF THE SLAVE TRADE




  “Pirates of the Slave Trade entwines the important though often separate histories of piracy and slavery, placing these significant stories at the center of tensions and contentions produced by expanding empires. Far from peripheral, the vibrant yet often overlooked individuals and events at the heart of this book tied together Africa, Europe, and the Americas at the Battle of Cape Lopez with actions that changed the contours of modern commerce, warfare, and race. Developed from unique Dutch and German sources, among others, Sutton’s approachable book should appeal to a wide audience seeking to appreciate how piracy, trade, and slavery influenced our world.”—Dr. Charlton W. Yingling, associate professor of history, University of Louisville, and author of Siblings of Soil: Dominicans and Haitians in the Age of Revolutions
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  To Captain Tomba and all the others who resisted.




  May you rest in power, and may you live on, in each of us, through what is to come.
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Introduction





  Gentlemen of Fortune




  IN JANUARY 1722, a fleet more than two hundred pirates strong boldly followed Captain Bartholomew “Black Bart” Roberts’s flagship, the Royal Fortune, into Ouidah harbor, a neutral African slave-trading port with international presence in what would become coastal Benin. There, the pirates forced the kidnapped musicians onboard to play louder as they rounded up nearly a dozen slave ships anchored in the harbor. The captains of those ships, who were on land negotiating for enslaved captives, watched from the shore with wary eyes as their crews onboard the ships surrendered one by one rather than face death. When the captains rowed to the pirates to negotiate for their ships, the pirates extorted them. The captains could either pay eight pounds of gold apiece to get them back, or they could watch their ships burn right there in the harbor. To show them he meant business, Black Bart ordered his pirates to coat the decks with pitch to ensure a quick and all-consuming flame.




  The captains agreed to pay. By this point, Black Bart’s fleet of pirates had taken over four hundred ships, assassinated a governor, and caused tens of millions of damage in today’s US dollars. As they terrorized the coast of West Africa, they brought the Atlantic slave trade to a standstill. Although eight pounds of gold was an exorbitant amount even for captains in the Atlantic slave trade, it wasn’t theirs—it belonged to the companies in Europe that had sent them. Seeing how the pirates had destroyed so many ships already, the captains figured the shareholders of these companies might prefer to lose gold than the time it would take to build replacements.
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 This image of Captain Bartholomew “Black Bart” Roberts standing in front of his two most famous ships, a host of slave ships anchored at Ouidah, and West African canoes, which moved enslaved captives and supplies between ships and forts, comes from an engraving by Benjamin Cole (1695—1766) and was included for publication in the Charles Johnson narrative, A General History of the Pyrates. In it, Roberts wears the infamous jewel-studded gold cross designed for the Portuguese royal family, plundered from the treasure fleet anchored in the Bay of Bahia, Brazil. Rare Book Division, New York Public Library, “Captain Bartho. Roberts with two ships, Viz. the Royal Fortune and Ranger,” New York Public Library Digital Collections, 1724.




  To avoid accusations of pocketing the sum and to facilitate the insurance reimbursement process, the slave ship captains asked Black Bart on the Royal Fortune for a receipt to take back home. The pirate captain joined his crew in a roar of laughter then realized the slave traders were serious. He shrugged and picked up a quill, pressed his tongue into his cheek, and created a note for each shipowner back in Europe to assure them that their captains had indeed been extorted by the “Gentlemen of Fortune.”




  As soon as the pirates collected the gold, they headed south to Cape Lopez, in modern-day Gabon. The estuaries there were perfect places to refresh their ships, count their winnings, and stay out of the watchful eye of the fanatical British naval captain who had been hunting them for more than a year and a half.




  Captain Chaloner Ogle was in charge of two men-o’-war, the Swallow and Weymouth, and tasked by the king himself to do whatever it took to end this threat to British shipping in Africa. British settlers in the Americas demanded enslaved Africans at far higher rates than British slave traders could traffic them, and settlers of other empires in the Americas echoed these sentiments. The first European nation to solve the pirate problem could emerge as the next global superpower. Both the English and Dutch clamored for this coveted position and each bemoaned that the state of West Africa was keeping them from it.




  In 1721 competitive chaos characterized the Atlantic slave trade in Africa. The number of participants in the trade had fostered a culture of competition that rendered it inefficient and financially precarious.1 Nearly one in three slave ships fell prey to piracy. In addition to that, illness, revolts, and insurrections also could wipe out an entire year’s profit margin. Because of this, the coast of West Africa was essentially a free-for-all, with the royal and official trading companies of enslaving European nations complaining greatly about one another as well as about the independent traders and pirates who operated there. Under Black Bart’s visionary nihilism and aggressive recruiting, the numbers of pirates on the West African coast had grown exponentially. Slave ship captains lived in fear of attack. Often their ships were looted, damaged, stolen, or burned, and the enslaved onboard freed, murdered, resold, or coerced into piracy to prey on other slave ships. Many, of course, didn’t have to be coerced.




  The end of the War of the Spanish Succession in 1714 and the new war on piracy had created swaths of jobless former privateers and other maritime laborers who were often impressed into working onboard slave or naval ships of various European empires for pittance. Both were dangerous, violent jobs that few people took on voluntarily. The Atlantic slave trade had created a culture of precarity and danger in West Africa and the waters surrounding it. The steady influx of European slave traders operating with skeleton crews—and the weapons they brought as gifts—transformed the human geography of the coastal states and the surrounding waters. Increasingly, those Africans who refused to work with the Europeans were in danger of being sold into the trade themselves. Wars of conquest by both the emerging Ashanti and Dahomey Empires to the north created large numbers of refugees and captives being marched to the coast. This, in turn, attracted more human traffickers from Europe who introduced further violence.




  This stew of desperation helped to create the conditions for the third wave in what historians refer to as the “golden age of piracy.” Black Bart and his pirates were no ordinary sea robbers—they were a nihilistic fleet that descended upon the African coast like locusts, consuming every ship within view. As their ranks swelled, they committed unthinkable feats, like utilizing exploding ships filled to the brim with gunpowder as weapons against other ships or even against harbors and fortifications. Until this moment at Ouidah, Black Bart’s pirates had evaded the British navy, leaving a trail of burned and scuttled (or partially sunken) ships like a trail of breadcrumbs for them to find. At Cape Lopez, their fortune finally ran out.




  On February 10, 1722, Captain Ogle found the pirates at long last and defeated them in battle. He sold the pirates of African origin into the slave trade, and those of European ancestry he subjected to what amounted to a kangaroo court in which the majority were sentenced to death. Back in Europe, the shareholders of the major slave-trading companies cheered on these deaths, optimistic that the slave trade would soon pick up again.
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  Bartholomew Roberts has been the subject of so many books, almost all of them ending with his death. I wanted to place him into a story where we don’t usually find him, and so his death appears in the middle of this book and serves as the beginning of an entirely new story. He belongs to the world of the eighteenth century and its attendant earth-shattering transitions. This century saw a global paradigm shift: the Atlantic world transformed from one full of precarity and possibility toward one in which colonial extraction models calcified and shut down many of those possibilities. The Battle of Cape Lopez becomes a way to see what the Atlantic world looked like before chattel slavery became inevitable and to investigate the legacies of this inevitability.




  With the threat of Black Bart’s fleet neutralized, Great Britain’s slave trade did indeed boom. Safe from pirate attack, traders raced back to the coast to make their fortunes. After the Battle of Cape Lopez, English slavers like Captain William Snelgrave, who had been captured by the pirates in 1719, returned to find the slave trade profitable beyond their wildest dreams. New investors flocked to Britain’s slave trade, looking to make a fortune.




  With Britain’s slave trade now booming in West Africa, the Netherlands were in danger of being cut out of the slave trade almost entirely. With the pirates gone, the largest, most obvious threat to the Dutch West India Company’s trade was the Gold Coast king by the name of John Conny. His trading practices at the Prussian-built castle of Fort Great Fredericksburg at Cape Three Points had sustained the pirates that attacked British shipping and had brought the profits of the Dutch slave traders down to 20 percent of what they once were. He entertained anyone willing to trade, and his formidable Prussian fortification, his sizeable army, and his decades of experience dealing with slave traders of both Europe and Africa gave him the upper hand. This allowed him to spark bidding wars and manipulate the trade in his favor and in the favor of his people, the Ahanta. One by one, he poached the customers of the Dutch West India Company and encouraged their competitors. In 1724, the Dutch and British teamed up for their second joint effort to destroy him, with mixed results. The inland trading partners in Ashanti-land avoided the people who had driven away their ally John Conny, and trade routes between the interior and coast reconfigured, once again endangering Dutch shipping while favoring British trade.




  With both Black Bart and John Conny defeated, few obstacles remained to West Africa’s slave trade. The number of enslaved Africans that were pulled out of the continent increased from roughly forty thousand in 1720 to sixty thousand after 1724. By the 1760s, that number would swell to more than ninety thousand enslaved captives embarking from West Africa each year. These figures formed the start of an exponentially increasing trend that saw the enslavement and transshipment of millions. The Battle of Cape Lopez represents the moment in time when the British slave trade picked up steam and allowed British chattel slavery to proliferate in the Americas.




  Prior to the 1722 battle, in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and early eighteenth centuries, many different forms of enslavement existed in the Atlantic world. Most European empires implemented systems of slavery in the Americas that were modeled on that of the Roman Empire. Under this model, enslavement was a state of being and not a permanent identity. People enslaved under models inspired by the Romans still legally were considered persons and remained eligible to claim a more truncated set of human rights while enslaved.




  The chattel system, made popular by the British Empire, attempted to strip personhood from the enslaved. Chattel slavery allowed African and Afro-descended people to be considered the legal property of an enslaver. This type of slavery legally rendered enslaved people as objects that could be owned and forced the children born of enslaved women to become objects possessed by the enslavers in the eyes of the law. Chattel slavery created a pernicious system of race and racism from which Americans and the world still struggle to disentangle ourselves.




  Prior to the Battle of Cape Lopez, the areas in North America that would become the United States were divided between Roman and chattel models. This created some very important distinctions. People enslaved in the areas colonized by Spain and France (Spanish Florida and Texas, as well as the French Louisiana territory) still were subject to systems inspired by the Roman model. The people who had been enslaved in territories formerly claimed by the Dutch and Swedish in the northeastern parts of the country also had been subject to Roman-derived forms of enslavement. Chattel slavery, on the other hand, was the most common form of enslavement among the British North American colonies. As the British slave trade expanded, so did the British chattel model in the Americas.




  For a nation like the United States, with a history of colonial Spanish, Dutch, Swedish, French, and British occupation, this means that incredibly complicated and diverse experiences of enslavement slowly gave way to the overarching model that we know today. Places in what would become part of the United States navigated the chattel system for the first time. Opportunities for the enslaved and their descendants rapidly dwindled as settlers of European descent enshrined their objectification into law.




  This book is the story of the Battle of Cape Lopez and how the defeat of the pirates put into motion a series of events that would forever shape the culture of enslavement in what would become the United States. It traces the stories of three prominent men in West Africa—the pirate captain Bartholomew “Black Bart” Roberts, the British naval captain Chaloner Ogle, and the Ahantan king John Conny—plus William Snelgrave, the legacy slave trader to Jamaica and Virginia. Snelgrave wrote vividly horrific descriptions of the slave voyages he piloted before and after the Battle of Cape Lopez, which provide a way to track change over time in the culture of the slave trade in West Africa.




  Though the battle happened fifty-four years before the United States claimed its statehood in the Declaration of Independence, it shaped the type of nation we would become. It boosted British involvement and profit in the Atlantic slave trade to create an overseas empire that was a true slave society: a society upon which all politics, religion, economy, labor, and social identities depended on the chattel enslavement of Africans and their descendants.*




  At Ouidah, the “Gentlemen of Fortune” facetiously referred to themselves as “gentlemen” with tongue-in-check wordplay: Black Bart had named his flagship the Royal Fortune, and he and his pirates onboard had also literally extorted the slave traders for a small fortune. But ultimately, he knew that by doing this, he was going to die and that his men would hang by his side. Together they decided that if they couldn’t live on their own terms, then they would die by them instead. “A merry life, but a short one,” had been their motto all along, after all.




  So then, dear readers, I invite you to read on and with every chapter to ask yourselves: Who were the real gentlemen of fortune here? And what is the legacy of this fortune today?




  Footnote




  * Historian Ira Berlin wrote about the distinction between a “society with slaves” and a “slave society” in his watershed work, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America (Belknap Press: An Imprint of Harvard University Press, 1998, 2000).
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THE PIRATE BATTLE OF CAPE LOPEZ










  Chapter One
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  How Conny Became King




  THE STORY OF THE PIRATE BATTLE at Cape Lopez begins with the powerful African who sheltered pirates and enabled piracy in early eighteenth-century West Africa: John Conny. Throughout his long and eventful life, the Ahantan king who feasted with pirates, drank from Dutchmen’s skulls, and dressed his wives in solid gold—if the European stories were to be believed—went by many names and titles. Each decade of his life was marked by tremendous upheaval, requiring dexterity and flexibility to keep up with the demands put upon his people as the European trade in enslaved captives ramped up. Because he had to reinvent himself regularly, there are many places where the story of John Conny could begin. In 1662, when he was just a teenager, an encounter among his people, the Ahanta, permanently shaped his worldview regarding his place among the Europeans who traded captive Africans on the coast that he called home.




  To John Conny, home was among the Ahanta who lived in a town called Pokesu at the top of Manfro Hill. Manfro Hill was covered in palm trees and located next to Cape Three Points on the coast of West Africa in the western region of what today is called Ghana. The people there looked south into the Gulf of Guinea and wider Atlantic Ocean. As a child, Conny had met a few European men, pink faced and soft bellied, who sometimes marched (or, more often, were carried on litters or in hammocks by groups of miserable servants or enslaved captives) into his town to speak with the chief, his distant uncle, in hushed tones behind brightly colored curtains. It sometimes took days for the sour look to leave his uncle’s face after their strange visits. Whenever Conny asked about these meetings, he was rebuffed, and an aunt or grandmother would press a sweet treat into his hand or mouth to stop his line of questioning.




  That all changed in 1662 when a Prussian ship with billowing white sails and colorful flags sailed into Cape Three Points. The chief of Ahanta had been standing on the shores all morning waiting for the ship to anchor and watching warily as the canoe men he sent collected the White officers and rowed them to shore. Ahanta’s chief, who remains unnamed in the documentation, had come from a people whose previous chief had signed a treaty with the Dutch at the neighboring fort at Butre eight years prior in 1656.1 When the Prussians extended him an offer of alliance, he was uninclined to accommodate them. He claimed the Dutch had not upheld their end of the bargain to protect his people from the African allies of the English slave traders. He was weary, as the Prussians were the third group of Europeans who had tried to get his attention: before his agreement with the Dutch, this chief had signed with the Swedish at Butre in 1650. In a mere dozen years, the Ahanta’s history with the English, Swedes, and Dutch made the current chief highly knowledgeable of the desires that European men brought with them to his coast, and his varied disappointments had schooled in him how to extract things like military aid and personal safety from them in return. The chief knew that if he did not at least entertain them, someone else would, and then that same someone else might come for him or his people.




  The Prussian Brandenburg African Company (BAC) was an anomaly among the European slave-trading companies that built fortifications and trading posts along the Gold Coast of West Africa. The Prussians promised the chief that they would be fair and adhere to a contract both parties drew up together, unlike their wily Dutch “enemies” at the West India Company (WIC), who generally brought with them to Africa from Europe preprinted form contracts with blank spaces for names and dates and little room for negotiation. After a ceremonial meeting to talk trade, the Prussian ship brought three of the chief’s chosen ambassadors, Piegati, Suffoni, and Apani back to the electoral court in Prussia to hammer out a vassalage agreement between the Brandenburgers and the Ahanta.




  This happened with some regularity among other Europeans that came to West Africa looking to trade. Many offered to transport African dignitaries and diplomats to Europe to treat directly with their rulers or to establish trust. The 1600s were a strange time, where access to the “new world” in the West rapidly challenged many of the medieval beliefs and customs to which Europeans still clung. When it came to diplomacy, vassalage was a tried-and-true way that Europeans navigated international relations, and many vestiges of these customs were reflected in the contracts between Europeans and West Africans at the time.




  In Europe, the three Ahantan representatives came to an agreement and were safely returned from Prussia to wait on the arrival of the first Brandenburg governor to Pokesu, Otto von der Groeben. While they waited, the Dutch, who had caught wind of this brewing agreement, attacked John Conny’s town. His family fled, safely taking him north to the interior where they had connections among the Fante people, while the chief and his soldiers stayed to fight. Conny lost his home and much of his family and never again saw the chief.




  When von der Groeben arrived at Cape Three Points, ready to work with the three ambassadors and build a Prussian fortification on their land, he found the village laid to waste. Apani was one of the few survivors of the war that claimed the lives of Suffoni, Piegati, and the chief. He explained to the Prussians what the Dutch had done to his people for daring to treat with the Brandenburg Company and he reiterated the importance of building the biggest and strongest fortification upon Manfro Hill—the highest, most naturally fortified spot in the whole region. From this hill, the Brandenburgers and the Ahanta together would be invincible.




  Otto von der Groeben drew up a new contract with the survivors of the Dutch massacre. In the new contract, Apani and the new acting rulers of the Pokesu area (Brombire, Ethi, Auffi, Among, Etong, Lessie, Casparo, Eguri, Sacing, Mana, Nache, Assassa, and Eunu) insisted that the Brandenburg fort be large enough to protect all their people against further devastation. They demanded that the Brandenburgers and their ships should side with the Ahanta in every armed conflict. The Prussians agreed to this most inconvenient clause, provided the Ahanta traded with no ships except those with the Brandenburger flag.2 For the Prussians, trade exclusivity was worth the inconvenience of being dragged into local conflicts, since conflicts with the Dutch and English companies and their African allies and mercenaries were unavoidable, anyway. The Prussians had, in true Prussian fashion, brought a blue-uniformed regiment of their military with them to the Gold Coast in anticipation of trouble, and they were prepared to deploy them when necessary. But on that first night, the military spent their time with the Ahanta celebrating their alliance, alternating African drums with Prussian bugles and West African dances with an assortment of European waltzes. Slowly but surely, refugees from Ahanta, including John Conny, returned to the area to rebuild.




  When it was time for von der Groeben to return to Europe, he and his officer debriefed the Prussian king and gave many instructions to the BAC as to how to maintain a good relationship. Johan Nieman pointed out that the people of Pokesu were “great lovers of music, having several instruments for this purpose, including a sort of guitar which they can play fairly well and sing pleasantly to.” Captain Benjamin Raule agreed, adding that the next ship sent from Prussia should include musical instruments and musicians to play them. Otto von der Groeben told Raule to tell the king that the instruments the Brandenburgers had with them made the locals at Pokesu deduce that “Your Serene Highness must be a much more powerful master than the Dutch, with whom they had never seen the like.”3 The king took heed and sent Prussian drums and a salaried drummer to play them. Paying close attention to Dutch and English failures allowed the Prussians an in on West Africa’s crowded coast.




  For years, this contract between the Prussians and the Ahanta held, despite many instances that tested its bonds. Cape Three Points was surrounded by Dutch forts (in Axim, Butre, and Sekondi) and the English (at Fort Metal Cross in Dixcove), each within easy walking distance, which caused much conflict. Due to this proximity, most of the early Prussian ships on the Gold Coast were pirated or privateered by their English and Dutch competitors. The Ahanta became the only reason the BAC could survive in Africa at all, and in turn, the Ahanta thrived under the protection of the heavily armed Prussian military. Because this partnership gave the Ahanta the breathing room needed to regroup from the initial Dutch attack that claimed the lives of Piegati, Suffoni, and the chief, the Prussians became known among locals as European people who adhered to their contracts, unlike the double-crossing Portuguese, Dutch, and English.




  Two years later, several other local African groups approached the Brandenburgers to ask for protection. A contract signed February 4, 1685, by refugees of the surrounding regions of Anta and Taccorari indicates that these groups also claimed that their allies, the Dutch and English, had abandoned them. These refugees were caboceers, or African cultural brokers and middlemen who made their living interacting with the Europeans.* The caboceers fled to the Prussians and promised to help finish the construction of Fort Great Fredericksburg without monetary pay, in exchange for Prussian military protection. Brandenburg employees Schnitter and D. G. Reinerman certified at the end of the contract that they had been approached by these groups and had therefore set these more favorable terms.4 The African Brandenburg alliances reshaped the political map of the western Gold Coast and its hinterlands as Conny grew into a wise young man.




  As a result, the English and Dutch had a much harder time securing favorable trading conditions with their West African allies. This panicked the employees of their respective companies, because the 1680s and 1690s were a time of significant change for the interior African powers to the north and along with substantial change in West Africa came trade instability. The interior peoples—including the Ashanti, Denkyira, and Fante—had grown powerful from access to both the trans-Saharan trade to the north and the coastal European trade to the south. The Ashanti people especially became expansionist at this time and played a large role in the political reorganization of the coast. The African peoples who had signed treaties with the Dutch and English found themselves removed, relocated, divided, or merged with the remnants of smaller groups at a more rapid pace than the ever-revolving cavalcade of uneducated European factors could keep up with.




  Even without this complication, John Conny saw how European traders on the coast were already at the mercy of the sporadic arrival of ships full of cargo from Europe or, occasionally, the Americas. The manufactured goods were necessary in upholding the goodwill of African allies and to be allowed to enter a trading relationship. Now the English and Dutch had to curry the favor of both the coastal and the emerging interior peoples, since either had the power to stop all trade in its tracks if they became unhappy with the Europeans. While the Dutch and English tripped over themselves sending extravagant gifts such as fur caps, brandy, pewter jugs with basins, and various dyed fabrics to northern royalty, they also had to take care to avoid distressing their coastal allies by offering them presents of inferior quantity or quality necessary to maintain good trading relationships. Now that the Brandenburger alternative existed, locals took advantage of Dutch and English traders’ anxieties to negotiate better deals and treatment. This tighter competition both inland and on the coast exacerbated deep resentments between the Dutch and English, which the more powerful locals were all too eager to exploit. John Conny’s young and eager brain soaked up these detailed intricacies like a sponge.




  Naturally, the Dutch and English directed these resentments at the Brandenburg company, which, in their eyes, was poaching clients. When the Dutch aggressively asserted their rights to this space in a sternly worded letter to the prince elector of Brandenburg, the Prussians countered with their rights to the land beneath Fort Great Fredericksburg as given to them by the local Ahanta. In response, the Dutch West India Company attempted to stir up the conflict between the Ahanta and the neighboring Adom people who lived further inland.




  In a statement concerning Dutch interference with BAC trade on the Gold Coast, Charles LaPetit confessed to the WIC’s former factor at Axim, Johannes Verdijck, that from 1686 to 1687, “he had received orders from the Director-General at [Elmina], Sweers, to do the Electoral Brandenburg African Company every conceivable injury,” including sending West African allies of the Dutch to occupy roads and stopping all African traders from doing business with the BAC, imprisoning those who persisted.5 Free African traders suddenly found themselves in the dungeons reserved for captives of the fortifications of their trade partners. They would not forget this indignity.




  Had the Brandenburgers not worked hard to maintain the loyalty of the Ahanta in their employ, this type of conflict easily could have ruined them. To protect their newly acquired holding on the Gold Coast, the BAC attempted to expand its sphere of local contracts and collected the signatures of several local rulers and middlemen who represented other peoples who had been wronged by the Dutch and were willing to ally with the Prussians to get revenge and to protect their interests. In this way, the Prussians learned that to maintain access to the most preferable trading routes on the Gold Coast, they had to position themselves as vanquishers of the Dutch and the builders of fortifications large enough to shelter their African allies should the Dutch send a flurry of mercenaries their way. To this day, the Prussian Fort Great Fredericksburg in Pokesu, or Princes Town, is one of the larger, more fortified, and more well-preserved trading forts sitting atop a steep hill overlooking the bay at Cape Three Points to the south and all the western region of the Gold Coast to the north.




  Meanwhile, in Europe, the Prussians worked hard to discredit the Dutch West India Company through legal means to keep the wars between their traders in Africa from becoming armed conflicts in Europe. Investors of the BAC argued that the locals enjoyed trading with the BAC and, therefore, the WIC’s hindering of their business was “illegitimate.” They argued that the West Africans had “their own kings, their own rulerships and preserve their own laws and rights, have engaged in various different wars with one another as well as with European Nations and against the WIC itself, and continue in such wars to this day.”6 Then the BAC countered that the WIC’s treaties with West Africans were the ones that were illegitimate because they were outdated. The successors or descendants of those Africans who signed the initial WIC contracts were not bound by their predecessors’ contracts but were free to sign new contracts. Therefore, the BAC’s contracts, which were the most recent, were valid whereas those of the WIC were not.
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 Drawing of the Prussian Fort Great Fredricksburg at Manfro Hill, Cape Three Points, 1684. The image shows the town of Pokesu in the background and Ahantan traders loading smaller boats with supplies for the European ships in the foreground. The original image has been lost. It and the digital copy are in the public domain.




  These legal arguments contain painstaking detail about the rapidly evolving state of Gold Coast politics that demonstrates just how far the Prussians went to present themselves as legitimate by appealing to the sovereignty of the Africans with which they traded as powerful, independent, and equal allies. They asked the WIC to produce their contracts from decades prior and then poked legal holes into them. For example, the BAC declared the WIC contract from 1642 with Axim as invalid because only two caboceers had
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 British map of Western Africa from the early 1700s, with European flags marking the locations of the various fortresses used in human trafficking in West and West Central Africa. Several of the forts on the Gold Coast were within view of one another. Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division, New York Public Library, “A draught of the coast of Africa from the streights mouth to Cape Bona Esprance,” New York Public Library Digital Collections, 1702–1707




  signed it, whereas the BAC reconnaissance shows that Axim was divided into the jurisdiction of five caboceers: Jumo, Abupiquen, Cabio, Bocuree, and Axim proper. In no other records from this time are the Dutch or English able to name West African regions or administrators with such accuracy. The implication here was that three of the jurisdictions who hadn’t yet signed with the WIC were free to sign contracts with the BAC. The signatures of these three would outweigh the two who allied with the WIC, making the Prussian contract more valid in both the eyes of the Africans who had signed it and the Europeans who had created this form of contractual law between states. Because Axim was only a day’s walk from Fort Great Fredericksburg, it mattered a great deal to both the Dutch and the Prussians.




  Drawn-out legal battles over slave trade sovereignty show how the BAC took great pains to be aware of the rapidly shifting geo-political situations on the coast of West Africa. Its repeated appeal to African sovereignty was something that was new among the European powers. Although European powers referred to Asia and the Americas of this time period in colonial terms, Africa and its peoples were, at least on Prussian paper, equivalent to European nation-states in terms of the ability to enter treaties and choose trading partners. The Brandenburgers benefited most from asserting African independence and sovereignty and therefore supported and further instilled that confidence and entitlement to independence and sovereignty in the Ahanta and their other local trading partners. They knew well that this could come back to haunt them later, but it was the only way for this smaller, weaker European state to achieve any foothold in the slave trade.




  During the next twenty years, Europe reorganized itself and the face of the world through colonial exploits. The demand for slave labor climbed as the settler population in the American colonies exploded. The Portuguese, French, Danish, Dutch, and English made repeated competing forays to the Gold Coast, building fortresses and signing contracts with various local groups to set up a stable, long-term source of trade in enslaved captives. Competition among the Europeans for African loyalty and trading partners increased exponentially, and many smart locals made their livings playing on these European insecurities and anxieties.




  The introduction of the Swedish, Danish, English, French, Dutch, and Prussian challengers on the Gold Coast, though ultimately destructive to the locals, created the political instability and trade scarcity that allowed powerful African individuals to emerge and seize control over their European trading partners. John Conny was the right age and at the right place and time to witness one such man, John Cabes, rise to power over the English and Dutch and bring the European traders to their knees. Naturally, it made quite an impression on Conny’s young mind.




  This created a radically new and different atmosphere in the culture of the Gold Coast as John Conny grew into a man. Increasingly, Africans like John Cabes successfully played European traders against one another and quickly grew wealthy and influential, while those who chose not to work with European slavers often ended up at the mercy of them. Conny saw how states that agreed to participate in the slave trade grew wealthier and more martial, while those that avoided the trade often ended up conquered by it or forced to vacate the coastal regions. The world of John Conny was radically different—economically, culturally, and linguistically—from the world of his parents and the unnamed chief who first met the Brandenburgers. Now, in addition to the handful of West African languages and Arabic spoken on the Gold Coast, mastery of Dutch and English became part of the skill set of ambitious Africans, and Conny picked up both early in life as he trained to one day take on a leadership role among his people.




  CONNY AND CABES





  Before John Conny stepped into power in the western region, there was John Cabes of the central region, the most powerful African caboceer on the Gold Coast. Cabes had grown up to the east of Conny in a town called Komenda. Throughout John Conny’s youth in the western region, he had heard of the way Cabes and his father navigated the Komenda wars—a conflict between the English and Dutch who had built fortifications along the coast there less than a stone’s throw from one another. Cabes was a powerful leader and caboceer who aligned himself with the English after his father, John Cabessa, was cornered and took his own life in the 1660s to avoid being captured and killed by the Dutch. Cabes inherited his father’s relationship with the traders of the English Royal Africa Company (RAC), the national slave-trading company owned by the British Crown, which still depended on the Cabes family to maintain a presence in Komenda. The RAC readily sent home several English employees whom Cabes took a dislike to rather than jeopardize that trading relationship.




  As the power of the inland Ashanti Empire grew, so did the coastal empire of Cabes, who eagerly took on the role of middleman, trading with neighboring African groups and mostly the English but sometimes the Dutch and other independent Europeans who came to Komenda or nearby locales as well. His economic importance translated to political clout, so Cabes became the leader of the city, pulling Komenda out of the shadow of Eguafo to function more like its own city-state rather than a dependency. Although the European documents about him at the time treated Cabes with equal amounts of disdain and fear, he set the terms for how Europeans were to interact with him and his people during this period of intense competition in the slave trade.




  While the Komenda Wars raged on, John Conny of the Ahanta had been in the north, safe from the Dutch devastation at Pokesu, serving with the military of his allies, the Fante. They wanted to become the middlemen between the Europeans on the coast and the inland Ashanti Empire. The Fante grew stronger because of this conflict, extending the boundaries of their power to the coast and over the trade. This ensured a new precedent for wars fought over slavery and access to captive Africans to enslave. By the end of the seventeenth century onward, Gold Coast wars would be fought on larger scales than ever before, with both European and African participants making use of mercenary troops.7




  By 1701, the English sent multiple gifts to the Ashanti and to local coastal powers in an attempt to create a lasting alliance between the English company and all the players necessary to facilitate a smooth trade flow from Ashanti to the RAC castle at Komenda. They gifted seven blue perpetuanas (a type of industrial cloth made from wool) and three yards of scarlet cloth to the king of Ashanti’s son and additional gifts to the king of Asebu and the fettera of Fetu and ordered more guns and munitions from Europe. They hoped this would suffice to entice the Ashanti traders to keep trade routes open and to give preference to the routes in the central region of the coast (those places including Komenda and Cape Coast Castle) where the English had concentrated their fortifications. At the same time, a Dutch operative at Elmina, the Dutch capital of the Gold Coast trade, wrote to the company’s headquarters in the Netherlands that “We thought that the present wars in the interior would rather promote the offer of slaves.”8 The Dutch had assumed that, as in the past, they would be the ones to benefit from the conflicts they stoked, but during the Komenda wars, it turned out that their African allies were the ones who were captured and sold into the English slave trade.




  The Komenda wars ended when the English assassinated the Komenda king, who had aligned himself with the Dutch, while John Cabes allied himself with the English. Shortly after, the RAC urged John Cabes to choose a new Komenda king. The English knew that the former king of Komenda was hostile to Cabes’s political and economic expansionist agenda. The English hoped that if Cabes were allowed to select a new king more supportive of his ambitions, the Komenda could forgive the RAC for overreaching in African affairs. Murdering a local ruler and giving the position to a weaker puppet figure was a common tactic that the English and Dutch (and all other European colonizing states) had used to attain power around the world. What was different on the Gold Coast was the RAC’s deference to John Cabes’s decision as to who that puppet would be. They encouraged him to select his own puppet rather than attempt to install one themselves to avoid accountability, and possibly retribution, for the murder.




  Cabes claimed all the spoils of war, investing them in maize fields, salt pans, and a fleet of canoes. They were for both fishing and to rent to the Europeans who needed them to ferry people and goods back and forth between Fort Komenda and the English ships anchored at sea. Though the English factors wrote about him as if he were an employee, Cabes controlled access to their every need and charged them a consulting fee for doing so. Without his entrepreneurship, the English employees of the Royal Africa Company in Komenda could not have accessed their own ships, nor any trade goods or captive Africans from the interior to fill them with, nor sufficient food for the voyage to the Americas. Cabes had locked down every business adjacent to the slave trade, ensuring that the English would fail without him. The Dutch, who Cabes had allowed to remain with their fort next to the English one after the wars, served as a constant reminder to the RAC that if Cabes did not get paid, there was another company that would, and often Cabes visited the Dutch fort in daylight and in view of the English fort whenever the English became too demanding or forgot their place with him. It was his way of reminding the English who was in charge.




  By 1706, the Dutch WIC, exhausted by this dynamic and now burned by their former instigating tactics, accused the English of unjustly inciting armed conflicts among different African polities in hopes of selling the captives—the very thing the Dutch had hoped to profit from at the start of the Komenda wars. The conflict now over in favor of the English, the Dutch redoubled their efforts in John Conny’s territory in the western parts of the coast, where their conflict with the Brandenburgers kept the Dutch from direct access to the Ashanti. If Cabes and the English blocked them from doing it through centrally located Komenda, they would try to do it through Cape Three Points and Axim to the west.




  John Conny was among the first to learn about the Dutch encroachment upon the Ahanta at Cape Three Points. In 1708, when Conny was in his forties, he became the chief of the Ahanta while he was working with the Fante. Conny had learned much from the Fante through his military alliance, which he retained in his new life as a coastal chief.




  The next year, in 1709, while Conny attempted to keep the Dutch from encroaching on his territory, the Royal Africa Company sought to establish direct trade with the Ashanti. However, the Fante camped out along the routes between the Ashanti capital of Kumasi and the English outposts along the coast. The English wanted the company to fund a dedicated military to flush out these so-called Fante highwaymen from their various locations. Mere months after Conny became the Ahanta chief, top Dutch and English traders from the WIC and RAC learned that when Conny was with the Fante, he had been one such “highwayman” who now had considerable power over a long stretch of coast. They hammered out an agreement at what would be called the Fetu River Convention to permanently dislodge the Fante, who were blocking the trade routes between the coast and the interior. Conny, honor bound to help the Fante allies who had taken him in as a young man when the Dutch raided his town, became a wanted man in the eyes of the English and Dutch.




  In 1710, the English overstepped yet again, angering the Fante by threatening to kill the king and enstool a new one who favored the English. When Conny found out, he strategically followed in the previous chief’s footsteps, taking on the formal role of caboceer with the Prussian Brandenburg Africa Company at Fort Great Fredericksburg in hopes that working with Europeans on the coast could provide him with a long-term way to maintain the stability of these trade routes to the interior and prevent the English from defanging the Fante as they had the Komenda when they invited John Cabes to choose a new puppet king.




  CONNY OVERHAULS BRANDENBURG





  As his forbearers, John Conny had a full understanding of the complexity surrounding the Ahanta’s position at this volatile time. He had ambitions for his people that included elaborate plans for using the Brandenburgers’ most impressive fort at Pokesu to realize them. He used the model that John Cabes, about fifteen years his senior, employed with the English as a road map for dealing with the Prussians.




  By 1710, the Brandenburgers in Africa were in decline. Their Prussian soldiers had wilted in the heat of Cape Three Points, and the conflicts between the Dutch and English and their allies had significantly disrupted trade from the inland north, where most captives to be sold into the slave trade originated. Brandenburg ships were few and far between, and employees of the Prussian company often wasted tremendous resources feeding captives while waiting for these ships and defending themselves from sieges that came from both land and sea. Conny appeared with his own military force, which he had honed to perfection through fighting alongside the Fante. Both he and the Prussians at Fort Great Fredericksburg saw the writing on the wall when it came to the threat posed by the larger and more powerful English and Dutch companies.




  Immediately, Conny pushed for the Brandenburgers to abandon “respectable” trade that honored each European company’s mercantile sovereignty. Rather than trading only with the Prussian ships that came once in a blue moon, Conny believed the BAC in Fort Great Fredericksburg should trade with any ship that stopped there, whether those ships were sent from European slave-trading companies, independent merchants trying their luck in Africa, or pirates. The demand in the Americas for enslaved Africans and raw materials of West Africa was evergreen, so he argued that there was no point in placating the Prussians’ European enemies by honoring Dutch and English insistence that the Brandenburgers trade only with Prussian ships. Back in Berlin, the shareholders agreed. After all, the Spanish American province of Tierra Firme (the Spanish Main that comprised the Caribbean coasts of South and Central America) was chronically undersupplied and would pay top coin for any trade ship from Africa. Most likely, they adopted this attitude from current employees who had formerly worked with the Swedish Africa Company with these aspirations before going defunct in 1663, leaving this market wide open.9 These forty years had made Tierra Firme even more desperate to trade. Colonists of many other locations in the Americas shared this viewpoint: although European countries wanted to keep trade highly regulated, settlers in the Americas wanted free trade and welcomed most “illegal” ships.




  As predicted, the Brandenburg African Company’s new alliance with Conny and its willingness to trade indiscriminately, undercutting Dutch and English prices, infuriated the competition. Sitting atop of Manfro Hill at Cape Three Points, Fort Great Fredericksburg was the westernmost fortification on the Gold Coast aside from the smaller Dutch fort at Axim. This meant that it was the first large fortification next to a protected cape that ships coming from Europe encountered after a long stretch of dangerous coast with high swell and few places to drop anchor safely. Once it was known that all ships were welcomed at what Europeans and Africans alike began referring to as “Conny’s Castle,” the Dutch and English ships joined the pirate ships in anchoring there, giving the Brandenburgers first pick of European trade goods and valuable information in exchange for refreshing their water and food supplies.




  The Dutch and English slave traders at the forts nearby used Conny’s allegiance with the Fante as an excuse to attempt to damage this emerging Prussian competition at Cape Three Points. Fortunately for Conny and the Prussians, the deep-seated distrust between the employees of the Dutch West India Company and the English Royal Africa Company weakened their joint attack on Conny and the Prussians. At the same time, Conny’s personal military joined and drilled with the Prussian troops, creating an elite joint fighting force. The Prussians at the fort soon realized that they remained there and grew wealthy by the grace of John Conny, and no one else.




 CONNY BUILDS HIS EMPIRE





  After the failure of the combined English and Dutch Fetu River Convention, John Conny was free to turn his attention to building his own empire. The English and Dutch, still determined to squash the Brandenburgers and seize access to the westernmost trade route to the Ashanti Empire, rewarded any African allies who challenged Conny’s rise to power. The first challenger was the caboceer Appre at Dutch Fort Axim, about twelve miles to the west of Cape Three Points. In 1711, he enslaved Adjoba, a woman Conny claimed as a blood relative. Appre knew that any coastal African ruler who could not prevent his family from falling prey to the European slave trade would lose respect and standing among his peers. He most likely hoped that the challenge to Conny’s power would come from within, and then Appre could appeal to the English and Dutch to help him strike the killing blow. Appre knew that it unsettled both the English and Dutch how swiftly Conny had amassed power in the region. He was certain he could count on them both to send soldiers to help him once he gave them just cause to attack.




  As Appre had predicted, this just cause came by way of Conny’s forces swooping in to Adjoba’s rescue. She sheltered with Conny’s family at Fort Great Fredericksburg while Appre, with the help of his European allies, attacked Conny’s forces to reclaim her. They failed miserably, and in an act of vengeance, Conny went east instead of west. With his military, he marched to the English fort at Dixcove, whose residents had helped Appre. On New Year’s Eve 1712, Conny’s forces arrived at Fort Metal Cross in Dixcove. The Royal Africa Company factors had no choice but to allow more than three hundred African civilians and allies to seek refuge inside of the fort while they fought back Conny’s forces. The Ahanta easily decimated the English and their allies at Dixcove, and Conny took the refugees back to Fort Great Fredericksburg as captives, incorporating the fighters into his own military. Rumors swirled that Conny would continue marching his way down the coast, avenging himself on the Dutch and English.




  The employees working at the forts held by the WIC and RAC grew terrified of this brash display of power and teamed up yet again to try to prevent Conny from becoming the next John Cabes. They would do this, ironically, by leaning upon the actual aging John Cabes and his private Komenda military. They sent letters to Europe for permission, supplies, and support. By September, the English and Dutch buried the hatchet with a joint goal of raising a proper army to defeat Conny. The WIC and RAC sent African and European soldiers from all the Dutch and English forts on the Gold Coast, and John Cabes, in a costly display of allegiance with the English, amassed a large independent contingent of African soldiers to march upon Conny’s home of Pokesu.




  The employees of the two European companies, however, had taken no time to coordinate their efforts, train the soldiers to fight as one unit, or establish a chain of command between and among the European, Eurafrican, and African soldiers. They had intended to muscle their way through this conflict by brute force, throwing everything they had at Conny, but they significantly underestimated both the size and the discipline of Conny’s military. Conny employed nine hundred soldiers who had been trained and drilled by both the Ahanta and the Prussian military. They were proficient in using both firearms and spears, as well as martial tactics, and strategies of both Europe and Africa. The Dutch and English didn’t know that Conny personally had seen to it that his mixed-force military had been drilling together since he became chief of Ahanta in 1708. The ragtag assembled forces of the English and Dutch could not hope to offer any real challenge. When Cabes saw the size and efficacy of Conny’s forces, he recognized the no-win situation for what it was and bowed out of the fight. He took his soldiers with him, leaving the English and Dutch to fend for themselves. It must have been a moment of great pride for Conny, who had looked up to John Cabes all his life.




  Still, this conflict dragged out more than six months. Conny’s forces were supplemented by those of his allies to the north: Buo Kofi sent his Wasa military and Nyakoba sent Ashanti reinforcements. The Ashanti had long preferred the western trading routes that led to Cape Three Points and wanted to keep Conny, a man who visibly controlled the Prussians, in power at Fort Great Fredericksburg. If they did that, they could avoid dealing with the loyal-ist John Cabes and his less predictable English and Dutch allies to access the coastal trade in the central region. Meanwhile, the Dutch and English bribed the remaining coastal states for help, or at least to keep them from joining Conny’s side. They went through considerable amounts of valuable Dutch inventory, gifting presents to leaders of various groups to no avail.




  When the English and Dutch finally gave up, they admitted that the war had been “fought at great expense and a considerable loss.”10 The Dutch and the English gave the Prussians an earful about the Prussians’ failure to maintain control in their Gold Coast holdings and in allowing John Conny to take over. The Prussians, however, were hardly in a position to exert power over Conny, but that didn’t stop one particularly foolish factor from attempting to do so.




 
JOHN CONNY VERSUS NICHOLAS DUBOIS





  In 1712, the Brandenburg Africa Company sent Nicholas Dubois to the Gold Coast as the new factor who would broker peace. He promised to provide powder and muskets in the event of a hostile invasion of the Ahanta if Conny would consider a peace treaty with the Dutch and the English and if his soldiers would provide labor and materials to repair the damages Fort Great Fredericksburg had sustained. The latter was no problem—Conny wanted to ensure this fortification on Ahanta soil, which his peoples depended on for protection, was at its strongest.




  The former, however, failed to tempt Conny. He was utterly uninterested in the Dutch and English employees in West Africa. The foolhardy Dubois represented Conny in negotiations because Conny refused to attend. Dubois told the English and Dutch that Conny would pay them to purchase peace and that he would return the enslaved whom he had captured during the conflict from the pens and dungeon at the English Fort Metal Cross in Dixcove. In turn, the Dutch and English agreed to restrain their African allies from attacking Ahanta. All three European powers agreed that the elders of Appre’s people in Axim and Conny’s people in Pokesu/Ahantaland would settle the initial disagreement between the two caboceers.




  Naturally, Conny did not feel beholden to this European arrangement. Like Cabes, Conny became the executive director of his peoples, exerting power over the king and the Europeans alike. Now that he had captured many of the soldiers who fought against him during the Fetu River Convention and converted them into his personal fighting force, his military was the largest of any on the coast and that meant that he would disrupt any trade he deemed unnecessary.




  However, that factors from all three European companies felt they could join in concert to muzzle Conny after having spent years at war with and flagrantly undermining one another was a stark warning to Africans everywhere. Until this point in 1712, Gold Coast Africans had been used to exploiting European competition in order to gain the upper hand in all matters of commerce and politics. Would the tactic of dividing and conquering the Europeans continue to work?




  Within a few months of Dubois’s brokerages, the Gold Coast aligned itself along two axes. Virtually all the peoples found themselves aligned with one of these two groups. Much to the chagrin of the English, who had incurred considerable expenses fighting the Fante, they were joined together with Conny’s other inland allies to the north (the Ashanti and Wasa) on one side against a confederation led by the Denkyira, also of the interior, on the other. Most of the land on which the English had built fortifications along the coast was now in territory ruled by people who had allied themselves with the Fante and, by extension, Conny’s people. The tension on the Gold Coast grew, and the English and Dutch felt pressured to take sides to safeguard their ability to remain at their posts and obtain enslaved captives from the north.




  The Prussians, however, felt no such compunction, since the new elector of Brandenburg back home in Prussia, Frederick William I (father-to-be of Frederick the Great), announced a new set of priorities that did not include trade in Africa. Immediately, the English and Dutch companies fell back into their old competitive habits, scheming ways to gain control of Brandenburg’s holdings at Cape Three Points. This western region, which historically had been less important to the two companies, was now prime real estate since it now provided the Ashanti and Wasa direct coastal access with little interference.




  This rekindling of the Anglo-Dutch rivalry proved advantageous for John Conny. Both the WIC and the RAC instructed their employees to gain control of the Cape Three Points region at any cost. Whereas before factors from the two companies tried to extinguish Conny’s seat of power, they now vied with one another for his allegiance. Conny leaned back in his seat and crossed his arms, unimpressed with their disingenuous groveling.




  A murder at the Dutch fort in Boutry in 1714 tested these newly emergent dynamics between Conny and the Europeans. The caboceer Oben, a friend and ally of John Conny, was killed by an African ally of the Dutch while negotiating at the fort during what appeared to be a trade disagreement. This, in Conny’s eyes, made the crime the fault of the Dutch, since European factors were responsible for guaranteeing the safety of Africans when they came to European forts to trade. Immediately, Conny threatened the Dutch West India Company with war, and the Dutch backed down. They arrested the guilty parties and forced them to compensate Oben’s family for his death, as was custom. The Dutch then forgave all of Oben’s debts with the company and volunteered to broker a peace treaty between the Ahanta and the persons responsible for the murder. This was a far cry from the actions of a company that just two years prior had sunk hundreds of guilders into a war to unseat Conny and that expected Conny to be bound to a treaty he did not sign and pay a handsome sum to secure a peace he did not seek.




  A year later, in 1715, it happened again. Two of Conny’s servants, Bosom and Kra, escaped to Ankobra near the Dutch fort at Axim, hoping that the past animosity between Conny and this region back when they enslaved Adjoba would prevent their being returned to Conny’s service. To escape the wrath of Conny, the caboceer at Ankobra handed Bosom and Kra over to the Dutch governor at the fort at Axim. The Dutch governor, a foolish man brand new to the region and unwise in the ways of the Gold Coast, held Bosom and Kra ransom to coerce Conny into paying the restitution that Nicholas Dubois had brokered in exchange for peace back in 1712. He was most likely hoping to take a generous cut of the profit for himself.




  This was an insult to the Ahantan chief. Rather than pay, Conny took eight hostages from the Dutch fort at Elmina, which was no small feat, considering the fortifications of the Portuguese-built Dutch capital of Gold Coast trade. Then he laid siege to the Dutch fort at Axim, parading his armed soldiers around the fortification each day, letting no one in or out. As his soldiers grew bored, Conny created a large bounty for the head of the Dutch governor of the fort and the caboceer who had handed the servants over to him. His allies to the north, the Wasa, sealed off all trade to the interior, ending the supply of food to the town around Axim. The young men of the city of Axim rebelled and made it clear to the Dutch that they would not be part of any war with Conny’s intimidating forces. There was nothing the Dutch could offer them that would warrant starving to death or being killed in war with John Conny.




  The Wasa had helped Conny at their own expense. By refusing to trade with Axim while Conny besieged them, they had taken a financial hit. The Dutch realized that the Wasa were conflicted and hoped to exploit this friction between Conny and his interior allies, but the Ashanti, emboldened by their new expanding empire to the north of Cape Three Points and Axim, came down to the coast to intervene. They prized Conny’s willingness to trade with pirates and every other ship that passed Cape Three Points on the way to the Dutch and English forts and factories further down the coast, since that gave Conny first pick of goods from Europe and the Americas. Conny passed on to the Ashanti these superior goods, which were often better and fresher than what the English and Dutch offered. As Conny valued his alliance with the inland states, he often reserved the best of the best for them, including arms and munitions that they requested to fight their wars of expansion to the north. These also had the side effect of creating a steady supply of captives marching south into European ships. This was why the Ashanti preferred to journey to the coast via Cape Three Points instead of using the more eastern paths by Komenda. Though the documentary record becomes sparse during this time, it is safe to assume that the Dutch never got that money from Conny that the fool Nicholas Dubois of the BAC promised them.




  The conflict came to its end when Conny’s scribe, Bosman, a man with a European father and African mother, attempted to kill Dubois by enlisting a surgeon to poison him. They failed, and Conny and Dubois agreed it was time to part ways. Conny imprisoned his scribe and the surgeon until Dubois could get himself to safety on a ship bound for Europe and then took control over the Prussian fort. The detailed journal of the Brandenburgers’ last years at Great Fredericksburg ends on Saturday, January 23, 1717. Nicholas Dubois wrote the entry and many before it, detailing how heavily he depended on Conny, who oversaw much of the fort’s operations. He said that he felt confident leaving the fortification in Conny’s capable hands. Though the Prussians sent a factor to replace Dubois, a few months later, they recalled all their European operatives, leaving Conny in charge.11
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