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An Ice-Cold Boom


In Flatfrost, the land of the giants, it’s winter year-round.

The trees are frozen over, icicles growing on their branches. The ground is packed with layers of snow. And in the middle of the night, everything sleeps deeply.

Gumlock, chief of the giants, was in one of these heavy slumbers. Nothing could possibly wake him.
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Snow blanketed his cave, and all was quiet. The moonlight that streamed in only made it a cozier sight.

Nothing, not a single thing, could wake him. Not even—

Boom! Boom! Boom!

Suddenly, in the middle of his dreams, Gumlock heard the sound of thunder. It became louder and louder.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

The chief of the giants sat up in bed, startled out of his sleep. He looked around his home and saw nothing out of place.
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“That thunder sounds terribly real,” he said with a great yawn. “But I’m sure it’s nothing to worry about.”

He tried settling back to sleep, but the sound came again.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

It is real, he realized.

Leaping out of bed, Gumlock slipped on his boots and raced to the mouth of the cave.

Boom! Boom! Boom!

Gumlock gazed out into the night. A shadow cast itself across the moonlit snow. The giant stepped out of the cave and gasped.
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There in the moonlight was a beast larger than even a giant! Curling horns stretched from its head, and it had thick, shaggy fur. It stopped in its tracks and wailed mournfully into the dark night.
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This creature… it looks familiar, Gumlock thought.

He watched as it let out another cry, then disappeared into the snowy wind.

Gumlock ran back into his cave. Before he faced the creature, he needed to know more about it.
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He went straight to his bookshelf and pulled out a book of ancient myths and legends. Gumlock flipped through the pages until he came to the one he was looking for. There, sketched perfectly, was the very same beast he’d just seen outside.

Wynnter Beast, the caption read.
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“It can’t be!” he exclaimed.

Without wasting another second, Gumlock slammed the book shut, pulled on his coat, and rushed outside.

I must speak to the king right away! he thought.
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Prince Sleepyhead


Yawn… yawn… double yawn.

During his early morning history lesson, Prince Lucas could barely stay focused. Lady Winifred, his tutor, was reading him a story about an old legend. But all he could think about was the upcoming Winter Drop Festival.

His eyelids became heavy as he daydreamed about festival sweets.

Every few years the king and queen hosted a special festival in honor of the rare Winter Drop flower that grew in Flatfrost. The nectar of this star-shaped flower was the star of many baked goods. Everyone in the kingdom looked forward to the treats, but no one was more excited than Prince Lucas himself.
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The flower only grew from the snow at random times, sometimes with many years in between. Finally, this year, the giants had reported seeing a batch sprouting. In no time their good friend Gumlock would bring the harvest!
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Lady Winifred suddenly cleared her throat. “Are you even listening, Prince Lucas?” she asked. “What I’m reading is very important, you know.”

Lucas sat up straight, rubbing his eyes. “Of course! I’ve heard every word!”
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