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To Mom and Dad,

thanks for having sex so that I could exist.
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INTRODUCTION

Whether you are an abstinent virgin or a kinky horndog, one thing we can all agree on is that sex manifests itself throughout society in bizarre ways.
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In this book, we are not focused on exalting or demonizing sex. Instead, we are just stating facts so that you can better appreciate the wonders of copulation. Some of the things sex affects include crime, how much money people save, and what we eat for breakfast. It is also something that nearly 10,000 Americans die in the act of each year. But no human has ever officially done it in outer space.
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The approach that municipalities take toward sex varies widely. Some US states ban the sale of sex toys but do not ban sex with dead people. Many countries prohibit prostitution, but in parts of Germany where there are not enough people to take care of the elderly, the state experimented with turning hookers into nurses. Meanwhile, several ancient societies around the world insisted that their top civil servants be castrated in an effort to stamp out nepotism.
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Primates like us do not have a monopoly on weird sex. Strange boning can be witnessed throughout the animal kingdom from water bugs that produce construction-zone levels of noise by rubbing their penis against their abdomen to sharks giving virgin births. And do not forget about the fish with flame-retardant sperm.
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Some of these facts sound too odd to be true. Sources (page 113) at the end of this book will point you in the right direction if you are looking to do some independent research, but if you start doing your own investigations, you may want to brace yourself. My legs have been crossed ever since I found out that sex research pioneer Alfred Kinsey shoved toothbrushes into his urethra.




CHAPTER 1

ANIMALS



Leopard slugs have penises that come out of their heads, and since they are hermaphroditic both slugs can bear offspring when a pair mate. According to limacologists (an amazing word used to describe scientists who study slugs), leopard slugs mate by hanging upside down and wrapping their gooey penises around each other in a “chandelier configuration.”
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Sea slugs have even stranger sex than their leopard brethren. After a sea slug mates, it discards its penis and grows another one within 24 hours. Starbucks is more considerate about wasting plastic straws than these slugs are about throwing away their dongs.
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Ducks might look silly when they dunk their heads in a lake and show off their butts to pedestrians, but there is nothing lame about their dicks. A ruddy duck’s penis can extend past 8 inches and is covered in spines. Meanwhile, human penises average about 6 inches in length and aren’t equipped with much armor.
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The clitoris of the female hyena extends up to 7 inches from its body.


“Male alligators have permanent boners that hide inside their bodies.”



Researchers have found that some animals engage in activity akin to prostitution. Female penguins, who need stones to build their nests, trade sex for the rocks that male penguins provide them.
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Water bugs are the loudest animal in the world relative to their size. The tiny critter reaches nearly 100 decibels when it rubs its penis against its abdomen. Basically, there is a rock concert going on whenever a water bug does the nasty.
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Male giraffes will drink the pee of their female counterparts to determine if they are fertile or not.
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The antechinus, an Australian marsupial, mates for 14 hours straight and will screw until it goes blind or dies.
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Labord’s chameleons die after they bone.
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Female praying mantises are known to bite off and eat the heads of their male counterparts while they have sex. Once beheaded, the male’s corpse continues to thrust. This coital snack gives the female energy to produce more eggs, which incentivizes the sexual cannibalism.
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Soapberry bugs can mate for 11 days straight.
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A honeybee’s penis gets ripped off during sex.
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Moths can detect pheromones from a few miles away.
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Australian jewel beetles have been known to mate with brown beer bottles. Some beetles have died while trying to copulate with these alcohol containers.
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Female lobsters rely on urine to entice their mates. They engage in foreplay by stroking each other with their feet before they molt their shells during mating.
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Some herring have flame-retardant sperm.

Barnacles may have the most interesting penises in the animal kingdom. Their penises can stretch up to 8 times the length of their body, which is the equivalent of Patriots quarterback Tom Brady erecting a 50-foot schlong. And while many species have dicks that can change size, few can alter their shape. Researchers found that barnacles living in gentle waters have long and thin penises that are good for reach, while those in rough waters have short and wider penises that are better for holding off strong waves. The researchers then transported rough-water barnacles to calmer waters and vice versa and found that after getting moved around, the barnacles started adjusting their penis shape to better fit their environment.


“Argentine lake ducks use their corkscrew penises like a lasso to pull in females that they’re mating with who are trying to escape. Their 17-inch dicks are the longest bird boners ever observed.”



Female ducks have evolved elaborate vaginas to fend off unwelcome mating attempts from overeager males. For instance, some female ducks have vaginas that twist in the opposite direction of their male counterparts’ corkscrew penises.
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Just 3 percent of bird species have penises. Ostriches and ducks have dicks, but eagles and penguins do not. Birds without penises transfer sperm from male to female via a “cloacal kiss.”
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When birds get erections, their penises usually fill up with lymph fluid instead of blood.

[image: image]

Kangaroos have 3 vaginas.
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A snake penis has 2 prongs.
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Female wildebeests ovulate faster when they hear male wildebeests’ mating calls.
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Calvin Klein colognes have sex appeal to animals, too. Captive tigers and jaguars are attracted to the brand’s “Obsession for Men” scent.
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Researchers in the 1960s tricked turkeys into having sex with turkey mannequins. The researchers then wanted to see how far these turkeys would go, so they reduced their turkey model to a head on a stick. And guess what? The turkeys still humped the severed head-on-a-stick. But turkeys aren’t total savages. Though they tried banging a turkey head without a body, they weren’t into humping a headless turkey corpse. Turkeys have standards, too.
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In case you don’t find crows ominous enough, you should know that they have orgies with crow corpses.


“Aside from crows, dolphins, whales, squirrels, toads, and lizards have been caught engaging in necrophilia.”



Dolphin penises are usually erect.
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A horny dolphin that humped some swimmers in France led a French town to ban swimming and diving on one of its beaches.
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The Icelandic Phallogenic Museum has penises on display from nearly 300 different animal species, including Homo sapiens. One man wants to have his dong cut off during his lifetime so he can donate to the museum and visit his own penis on display in a pickle jar. He named the member he aspires to sever “Elmo.”
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Female trapdoor spiders have a unique way of showing that they are ready to get it on. Once the female spider is ready to mate, she spins a silk mat soaked with pheromones to attract suitors. And here you thought buying flowers was a chore.
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Yellow armadillos have sex while they’re running. Talk about multitasking.
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Female prairie voles get turned on by their partners’ urine.
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Rabbits are into water sports and will sometimes urinate on their partner before mating.
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You think your dry spell is long? You have got nothing on worms. After sequencing the DNA of asexual translucent worms, researchers discovered that one species had not had sex for over 18 million years.
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Female rodents will miscarry their pregnancy if they detect pheromones from unfamiliar males.
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Astronauts have artificially inseminated frog eggs in a space shuttle in orbit.


“The first pregnant mammals to fly in outer space aboard a US spacecraft were rats.”



From peppers to oysters, humans have paired all sorts of meals with sex to arouse their partner. Animals indulge in aphrodisiacs, too. In one type of cricket, males produce a jelly when they ejaculate, and the female eats the jelly when the male’s sperm enters her body. It is like combining sex and dinner without having to clean up afterward.
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As long as women have been on Earth, guys have done incredibly stupid things to try to impress them. It turns out that birds are not immune to this dynamic. Little birds like chickadees will group together to take on larger predators. It has generally been assumed that they do this for protection purposes, but researchers in Brazil came to a different conclusion. The researchers created a few fake owls, one from a species that regularly eats smaller birds and another from a less threatening owl species. They found that across 79 different species of small birds, the less threatening owl was attacked more often by the smaller birds. The conclusion was that the small birds used the weaker opponent as an opportunity to showcase their defense skills to potential mates.
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There really are apps for everything, including a few that will track your dog’s menstrual cycles.
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In an effort to better understand how reproduction works in the absence of gravity, Russia’s space agency launched 5 geckos into orbit in 2014 so that they could observe how the lizards boned in space. Sadly, the geckos froze to death before they touched back down to Earth.


“Australian scientists claim to have found a shark that gives “virgin births.” They studied a female zebra shark named Leonie who laid eggs despite not being around a male shark in 3 years. Several years before her virgin birth, Leonie gave birth after mating with a male shark. She is believed to be the first known shark to reproduce both sexually and asexually.”



In 2015, a brownbanded bamboo shark gave birth a few years after it had been inseminated by a male shark. Unlike Leonie, the virgin birth shark that shared no genetic link to any male shark, this bamboo shark had some DNA from the male shark who impregnated her. This shows that animal sperm can sometimes be stored for long durations while keeping its chemical makeup intact. Kind of like Twinkies.

[image: image]

Male deep-sea anglerfish are pretty clingy. When anglerfish mate, the much smaller male bites into the tissue of the female and forms a permanent pair bond while slurping sustenance from her blood. The male anglerfish then just hangs out attached to his female partner until his body parts wither away and he becomes nothing more than a sperm donor riding her coattails. They’re like the deep-sea version of Kevin Federline.
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Guppies take sperm storage to another level. Female guppies tend to outlive their male counterparts, and they’ve evolved to store sperm from multiple males simultaneously. In one study of wild guppies in Trinidad and Tobago, 1 in 4 were fathered by the sperm of dead males.


“Male bats are more likely to have large brains if their testicles are small.”



A group of researchers found that fish become hornier when their water supply is contaminated by drugs like Prozac.
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Filmmakers use animal mating sounds to capture people’s attention. For instance, some of the dinosaur sounds in Jurassic Park are actually recordings of tortoises getting it on.




CHAPTER 2

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS



Forget those Axe commercials where women pounce on men who douse themselves with scented body spray. According to one study, men’s cologne turns women off and reduces blood flow to the vagina.
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During the Middle Ages in Europe, weasel nuts were used as a form of contraception. The belief was that tying weasel testicles around a woman’s thigh or neck would prevent her from getting pregnant during sex.
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Casanova used a pulped lemon as a contraceptive.
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An app called Morning Glory helps men track how often they get boners.
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Italian fashion company Fendi sells a $986 scarf that looks like a vulva. People who wear the product and poke their heads through their scarf appear as if they are being born.
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A tableware and cutlery juggernaut started out as a hippie commune with lots of open sex. Oneida, now known for its silverware, began as a utopian community in upstate New York in the mid-1800s where members shared everything, including their spouses.
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In case you are desperate for a vibrator but not near a sex toy shop, you can always download an app that makes your phone repeatedly vibrate. If you decide to turn your phone into a sex toy, you may want to cover it and disinfect it.


“There are books full of recipes for cooking and making alcoholic drinks with human semen.”



An entrepreneur plans to open up a cafe in London where a cup of coffee can be ordered alongside some oral sex that is given by a robot.
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The Internet of Things has brought us internet-connected wristwatches, fridges, and thermostats. It has also brought us internet-connected sex toys. Unfortunately, hackers can locate Bluetooth-powered butt plugs and control them from anywhere. Actually, that unfortunately was presumptuous on my part. Maybe that is something you are into.
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