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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to The Best Bar Trivia Book Ever. My name is Michael, and I’ll be the trivia host guiding you through some of the most fascinating facts and stories from pop culture, academia, and more. If you’ve picked up this book, it’s probably because you’re a fan of a weekly pub quiz, and it’s definitely because you’re looking to up your game. After all, coming in at the middle of the pack every week isn’t as fun as winning, especially when the top prize might be cash, money off your tab, or a gift certificate for next time. So buckle yourself in and get ready to learn some of the best facts so that you can come out on top.


I’ve been organizing Pop Quiz Team Trivia in Massachusetts and California for more than fifteen years, and I have collected and created more than 20,000 questions that have kept trivia enthusiasts guessing. In this book you will find the best and most interesting facts culled from my database, and from the inner reaches of my brain. The book is laid out just as I would organize a trivia night. The first three rounds are packed with popular categories like Business, Geography, Music, Vocabulary, and more. In each round I rank the facts by a value of 1, 3, 5, or 7 points, from easiest to most challenging. The final round offers a miscellany of more challenging trivia that can net you up to 20 points—if you’re willing to take the risk.


What makes this book different than other trivia books is that this is the only one focused on the facts most commonly asked at pub quizzes. Here, we’ll examine the origins of everyday things, the most, least, tallest, longest, smallest, shortest, youngest, and oldest of records, events, structures, people, and all things science. (Say it with me now: Science!) You’ll get to know Oscar winners, captains of industry, world leaders, and troubled pop stars. If you memorize this book cover to cover, not only will you be more prepared than everyone else the next time you step foot into your neighborhood bar for your pub quiz, but you’ll also save a ton of money on your tab when you win week after week. I hope you’re ready, because we’re about to start with Round 1 . . .




ROUND 1
POP CULTURE






CHAPTER 1
MOVIES


Do you know . . .




	Which former teen star made her acting debut on a soap opera?


	What is the top grossing basketball movie of all time?


	Who is the only actor to have voiced characters in every Pixar movie?


	Who has won more Oscars than anyone else in history?


	What is the highest-grossing independent film to date?





If you don’t know the answers to these questions, you should—and you will after you read through the facts in this chapter. You see, “Movies” is probably the single most popular pub quiz category, so the more trivia you know about this category, the better. Even so, it’s easy to run into a “you know it or you don’t” scenario when you’re not familiar with the film in a question. But you can combat this by putting together a team with players of different ages, sexes, and interests to try to cover the widest number of movies. Studying up on your Best Picture Oscar winners also never hurts. So let’s dive in and learn a little bit about the silver screen!


FILM DEBUTS


1 POINT


Will Ferrell had his first credited feature film role in Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery (1997).


[image: ]


Twilight star Kristen Stewart made her film debut in Panic Room (2002), playing Jodie Foster’s daughter.
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Lindsay Lohan first appeared on the soap opera Another World at age ten, and starred in two remakes for her first big screen roles in The Parent Trap (1998), and Freaky Friday (2003).
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Benicio del Toro played Duke, the Dog-Faced Boy in Big Top Pee-wee (1988), which was his first credited film role.
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Jon Hamm made his big screen debut as Young Pilot #2 in Space Cowboys (2000).
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Oscar nominee Bradley Cooper made his film debut in Wet Hot American Summer (2001).
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Leonardo DiCaprio was familiar to small-screen audiences thanks to his role on the final season of Growing Pains, but he made his film debut in the less than memorable Critters 3 (1991), followed by a small part in Poison Ivy (1992). Four Oscar nominations later, I’d say he’s recovered.
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Elijah Wood was first seen as Video-Game Boy #2 in Back to the Future Part II (1989).
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Hilary Swank had a part in the original Buffy the Vampire Slayer (1992). She went on to play unpopular roles in The Next Karate Kid (1994) and on Beverly Hills, 90210 (1997–1998) . . . oh, and to win two Oscars for Boys Don’t Cry (1999) and Million Dollar Baby (2004).
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Halle Berry, the runner-up in the 1986 Miss USA Competition, starred in Spike Lee’s Jungle Fever (1991). Christy Fichtner, who won the 1986 Miss USA title, later starred in the reality show Who Wants to Marry My Dad (2003–2004).
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Ricki Lake got started playing Tracy Turnblad in John Waters’s original Hairspray (1988). Lake was credited as Bridesmaid in Working Girl (1988) before landing a regular role as Holly Pelegrino on ABC’s China Beach, and getting her own talk show in 1993.
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The Outsiders (1983), based on the S.E. Hinton novel and directed by Francis Ford Coppola, featured an all-star cast of C. Thomas Howell, Ralph Macchio, Matt Dillon, Rob Lowe, Patrick Swayze, Emilio Estevez, Tom Cruise, and Diane Lane and launched the “Brat Pack” of the 1980s, which would later also include Molly Ringwald, Ally Sheedy, and Demi Moore.
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Kevin Bacon made his film debut playing Chip Diller in National Lampoon’s Animal House (1978). Bacon also played Jack in the original Friday the 13th (1980).
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Paul Reubens, a.k.a. Pee-wee Herman, made his big-screen debut as Jake and Elwood’s waiter in The Blues Brothers in 1980. The same year he served Cheech and Chong as the hotel desk clerk in Cheech & Chong’s Next Movie.
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Matthew Broderick and Kiefer Sutherland both made their debut in Neil Simon’s Max Dugan Returns (1983). This is one of two films featuring both Kiefer and his father, Donald Sutherland. The other is A Time to Kill (1996).


BOX OFFICE HITS


3 POINTS


In 2013, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire became the first film in forty years with a female lead to become the highest grossing film of the year, beating out Iron Man 3. The previous film to do this was The Exorcist in 1973.
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Only two movies have grossed more than $2 billion worldwide, Avatar (2009) and Titanic (1997); both were directed by James Cameron.
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Frozen (2013) is the second top-grossing non-Pixar Disney cartoon film of all time in the United States, only behind The Lion King (1994). The Lion King is the top-grossing animated film of all time in the world, having made more than $1 billion at the global box office.
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The Hangover Part II (2011) had the biggest opening weekend in history for a comedy with nearly $86 million. Worldwide, it’s the highest-grossing film in the trilogy, and has made more than half a billion dollars.
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The top grossing films of the 1980s were E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (1982), The Empire Strikes Back (1980), Return of the Jedi (1983), Batman (1989), Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981), and Ghostbusters (1984).
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The highest grossing sports movies of all time are:




	Basketball—Space Jam (1996)


	Football—The Blind Side (2009)


	Baseball—A League of Their Own (1992)


	Hockey—Miracle (2004)


	Golf—Tin Cup (1996)


	Olympic Bobsledding—Cool Runnings (1993)
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The highest-grossing movies by rating are:




	G—The Lion King (1994)


	PG—Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace (1999)


	PG-13—Avatar (2009)


	R—The Passion of the Christ (2004)


	NC-17—Showgirls (1995)
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The Hurt Locker (2008) is the lowest grossing film to ever win the Best Picture Academy Award.
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Harry Potter, Star Wars, James Bond, and Batman are the highest-grossing movie franchises of all time in the United States.




FAMOUS MOVIE TAGLINES
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	Every movie has a tagline and some are more outrageous than others—and yes, they’re all real. Keep these taglines in mind to take home a trivia win.






	



	
Alien3 (1992): “The bitch is back.”


	
Armageddon (1998): “Earth. It was fun while it lasted.”


	
The Big Lebowski (1998): “Her life was in their hands. Now her toe is in the mail.”


	
Catch Me If You Can (2002): “The true story of a real fake.”


	
Dazed and Confused (1993): “See it with a bud.”


	
Edward Scissorhands (1990): “His story will touch you, even though he can’t.”


	
Fight Club (1999): “Mischief. Mayhem. Soap.”


	
Finding Nemo (2003): “There are 3.7 trillion fish in the ocean. They’re looking for one.”


	
The Fly (1986): “Be afraid. Be very afraid.”


	
The Graduate (1967): “This is Benjamin. He’s a little worried about his future.”


	
Office Space (1999): “Work sucks.”


	
The Royal Tenenbaums (2001): “Family isn’t a word . . . It’s a sentence.”


	
There’s Something about Mary (1998): “Love is in the hair.”


	
This Is Spinal Tap (1984): “Does for rock and roll what The Sound of Music did for hills.”


	
Wayne’s World (1992): “You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, you’ll hurl.”


















Bridesmaids (2011) is the highest-grossing R-rated female comedy of all time, bumping Sex and the City (2008) into second place.
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Inglourious Basterds (2009) is Quentin Tarantino’s highest-grossing film to date, earning eight Oscar nominations and more than $320 million. In case spelling counts at your next pub quiz, remember that both words in the title are spelled incorrectly.
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My Big Fat Greek Wedding (2002) never reached number one at the box office, but it is the highest-grossing romantic comedy of all time and was highest-grossing independent film until it was surpassed by The Passion of the Christ (2004).
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Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen (2009) is the highest-grossing film ever released on a Wednesday.
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Independence Day (1996) is the highest-grossing film to star an African American (Will Smith) in the lead role.
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During a seven-day period in November 1994, Tim Allen simultaneously starred in the highest-grossing film in the United States (The Santa Clause), topped the New York Times bestseller list (Don’t Stand Too Close to a Naked Man), and starred on TV’s top-rated show (Home Improvement).


ANIMATION


5 POINTS


John Ratzenberger is the only person to voice a character in every single Pixar film.
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The Incredibles (2004) was the first PG-rated movie released by Pixar, and Up (2009) was the second.
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Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) was the first full-length Disney animated feature film.
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Sleeping Beauty (1959) features the most onscreen consumption of alcohol, with 2 minutes and 56 seconds in total.
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The Pixar film Shrek (2001) is loosely based on William Steig’s 1990 picture book, Shrek!.
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Three animated films have been nominated for Best Picture: Beauty and the Beast (1991), Up (2009), and Toy Story 3 (2010).
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The British team of Wallace and Gromit has appeared in four short films in total and only one feature: Wallace & Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit (2005).
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An uncredited Kathleen Turner provided the speaking voice of Jessica Rabbit in Who Framed Roger Rabbit (1988). The film also contains the longest onscreen credits for any film.


[image: ]


Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse debuted in the film Steamboat Willie (1928). It’s the first animated short with synchronized sound.
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Mae Questel, who plays Aunt Bethany in National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (1989), provided the voice of Betty Boop in more than 150 animated shorts, and provided the voice of Popeye’s Olive Oyl for more than twenty years, starting in the 1930s.
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Labyrinth (1983), directed by Jim Henson, produced by George Lucas, and starring David Bowie and Jennifer Connelly, features a CGI (computer-generated imagery) owl during the title sequence. This was the first attempt at a photo-realistic CGI animal ever in a feature film.
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In 1972, Fritz the Cat, based on a comic strip by Robert Crumb, was the first animated film to ever receive an X rating. It’s also the most successful independent animated film of all time, grossing nearly $200 million worldwide.
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The Annie Awards have been given out by the International Animated Film Society every year since 1972. How to Train Your Dragon (2010), The Incredibles (2004), Kung Fu Panda (2008), and Wallace & Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit (2005) are tied for the record for most nominations—with sixteen apiece. (Each took home ten awards.)
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The soundtracks to Cinderella (1950), The Lion King (1994), Pocahontas (1995), Curious George (2006), and Frozen (2013) all reached #1 on the Billboard 200 list.


THE OSCARS


7 POINTS


Walt Disney received a record twenty-six Oscars and fifty-nine nominations. Mary Poppins (1964) is the only film he produced that was nominated for Best Picture.
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At 224 minutes, Gone with the Wind (1939) is the longest movie ever to win Best Picture.
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Italy has won Foreign Language category more times than any other country—a total of thirteen times.
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In 1998, playing Queen Elizabeth I earned Judi Dench the Best Supporting Actress Oscar for Shakespeare in Love and Cate Blanchett the Best Actress nomination for Elizabeth.
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Meryl Streep has received the most Academy Award nominations (eighteen) for an actress, winning three.
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Jack Nicholson has the most Academy Award nominations for an actor with twelve.
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Paul Newman portrayed the character Fast Eddie Felson twice, twenty-five years apart, in The Hustler (1961) and in The Color of Money (1986), for which he earned his only acting Oscar award.
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In 1998, Roberto Benigni (Life is Beautiful) became the second man to direct himself to a Best Actor Oscar. Laurence Olivier (Hamlet, 1948) was the first.
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Paul Haggis is the only person to write back-to-back Best Picture Oscar winners: Million Dollar Baby (2004) and Crash (2005).
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Alfred Hitchcock never won an Oscar for Best Director, and his only film to win Best Picture was Rebecca (1940).
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Joan Fontaine became the only person to win an Oscar for acting in a Hitchcock film when she won Best Actress for Suspicion (1941).
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Best Picture Oscar winner The Departed (2006) drops the f-bomb 237 times. Martin Scorsese beat that with the Best Picture–nominated The Wolf of Wall Street (2013), which has more than 500 f-bombs.
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John Cazale, who died in 1978, only appeared in five movies, all of which were nominated for Best Picture: The Godfather (1972), The Conversation (1974), The Godfather: Part II (1974), Dog Day Afternoon (1975), and The Deer Hunter (1978).


[image: ]


Billy Bob Thornton won the Best Adapted Screenplay Oscar for Sling Blade (1996), which he also starred in and directed.
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Sean Connery is the only James Bond actor to go on and win an Oscar. He won Best Actor in a Supporting Role for The Untouchables (1987).
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There have been three sports-based movies that have won the Best Picture Oscar award: Rocky (1976), Chariots of Fire (1981), and Million Dollar Baby (2005).
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Fast Times at Ridgemont High (1982) features three future Oscar winners: Nicolas Cage (Leaving Las Vegas, 1995), Sean Penn (Mystic River, 2003 and Milk, 2008), and Forest Whitaker (Last King of Scotland, 2006).




FINAL FILMS
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	Actors don’t always get to choose what their final film will be, and in some (but not all) cases it can be one of their least remarkable or their most memorable. But in bar trivia, everything is fair game, so it’s good to have a working knowledge of a few final films—both good and bad.






	


	Marilyn Monroe and Clark Gable: The Misfits (1961)


	Paul Newman: The Meerkats (2008)


	Elvis Presley: Change of Habit (1969)


	Bob Hope: Spies Like Us (1985)


	Humphrey Bogart: The Harder They Fall (1956)


	Chris Farley: Almost Heroes (1998)


	John Belushi: Neighbors (1981)


	Spencer Tracy: Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner (1967)


	Marlon Brando: The Score (2001)


	John Wayne: The Shootist (1976)


	Audrey Hepburn: Always (1989)


	Ronald Reagan: The Killers (1964)


	Grace Kelly: High Society (1956)


	John Candy: Canadian Bacon (1995)


	Brandon Lee: The Crow (1994)





















CHAPTER 2
MUSIC


Do you know . . .




	What band was originally called Mookie Blaylock?


	How many copies does an album need to sell to be certified Gold?


	Who was the first Beatle to release a solo album?


	Who has performed more concerts in Madison Square Garden than any other artist?


	What’s the longest song to reach #1 on the charts?





If you’re not sure, you’re in the right place. Here you’ll learn the answers to these questions, and more! In addition to learning all the facts in this chapter, you can also up your music round game by:




	Always paying attention to what song is playing when you’re walking through any public space. See if you can name the tune and artist in fewer than ten seconds. If not, either Shazam it, or look it up later.


	Spending a little time looking through the Billboard Hot 100 charts to bone up on #1 singles.


	Picking a band or bands you like and reading for five minutes about them online to try to find one interesting fact to share later. It’s much easier to remember facts you like and that you repeat.





If all else fails, just stick to the “One-Hit Wonders.” After all, “Pac-Man Fever” is, by any measure, one of the worst songs ever recorded, but it sure made Buckner & Garcia a lot of money. And “Gangnam Style” will always be the first song to grab two billion views on YouTube.


MUSICAL DEBUTS


1 POINT


England’s Newest Hit Makers is the title of the Rolling Stones debut album in 1964.
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George Harrison was the first member of The Beatles to release a solo album: All Things Must Pass (1970). George Harrison lost a copyright infringement suit over the song “My Sweet Lord” on his solo album because it sounded a bit too much like The Chiffons’s “He’s So Fine.”
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