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A Leader Like No Other


SOME LEADERS TAKE POWER; OTHERS PROVE IT. When Ukraine elected President Volodymyr Zelensky in 2019 with an overwhelming majority, it didn’t take long for critics to sound their skepticism. Surely a beloved actor and comedian didn’t have the chops not only to govern a nation but also to defend three decades of Ukrainian independence and navigate a complex, post-Soviet conflict with such a foreboding aggressor as Vladimir Putin’s Russia. But the people of Ukraine wanted a force for good who could fight for the democratic future befitting a modern European nation. They got this and more.


While President Zelensky had already begun his tenure as president of Ukraine emitting compassion, energy, and dedication to a more secure nation free of corruption, it wasn’t until Vladimir Putin’s Russian invasion on February 24, 2022, that the world knew what leadership looked like. In short order, President Zelensky became the reassuring face and gravelly, grounded voice that would invigorate his people to defend Ukrainian land, fight tooth and nail for Ukrainian values, and demand a Ukrainian future.
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