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WHAT READERS ARE SAYING ABOUT The Baxters Devotional



“I loved getting to hear more about Karen’s story in this devotional. I felt like the two of us were sharing coffee and talking about our stories.”

—Chelsea Y.

“What a beautiful book! I enjoyed reading it, and I believe it will bless many and bring honor to God!”

—MaryAnn T.

“This book stayed with me long after I finished reading it and going through the questions. It should be called Karen Kingsbury’s Greatest Hits!”

—Rose T.

“I LOVED this devotional! I really enjoyed diving deeper into the themes of The Baxters and the behind-the-scenes stories.”

—William Z.

“It’s not easy to find a devotional that take me deeper into topics that are relevant today. This book definitely does that!”

—Geri S.

“You can’t possibly know how much I needed to read this book. I’m going to give it as a gift to everyone I know!”

—Sarah B.

“I have tears streaming down my face as I just finished reading this heart-and-spirit reaching devotional!”

—Heather R.

“This book provided a timely boost to my faith and has unraveled things inside of me that needed God’s healing touch.”

—Margaret B.

“I connected with God in such a sweet and powerful way while reading this devotional. It stretched me and brought me closer to Jesus!”

—Carolyn L.

“This devotional has truly found a place in my heart! I can’t wait to go through it again.”

—Hannah A.








The Baxter Family Books IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER


The Baxters: A Prequel

THE REDEMPTION SERIES: The trials and triumphs of the young adult Baxter children.


Redemption

The basis for The Baxters

Season 1, Amazon Prime Video

Remember

The basis for The Baxters

Season 2, Amazon Prime Video

Return

The basis for The Baxters

Season 3, Amazon Prime Video

Rejoice

Reunion



THE FIRSTBORN SERIES: The family discovers there is another adult Baxter child—Dayne Matthews, a movie star.


Fame

Forgiven

Found

Family

Forever



THE SUNRISE SERIES: In the wake of a terrible loss, the Baxters wrestle with the idea of new love.


Sunrise

Summer

Someday

Sunset



THE TAKE ONE SERIES: A film company comes to Bloomington, Indiana, and makes a movie that involves the Baxters.


Take One

Take Two

Take Three

Take Four



THE BAILEY FLANIGAN SERIES: One of the grown kids from the Bloomington Theater Company takes wing in New York City.


Leaving

Learning

Longing

Loving



STAND-ALONE BAXTER BOOKS


Coming Home

The Baxters experience a tragic accident and the greatest test of faith.

A Baxter Family Christmas

The family overcomes heartache and finds hope at Christmastime.

Love Story

John and Elizabeth Baxter’s love story is told in flashbacks.

In This Moment

Luke Baxter is the lawyer who takes on a religious freedom case.

To the Moon and Back

In the wake of tragedy, Ashley Baxter helps a young man find the love of his life.

When We Were Young

Kari Baxter prays for a young couple on the verge of divorce.

Two Weeks

Cole Baxter is in love for the first time, but complications threaten the relationship.

Someone Like You (non-movie version)

Maddie Baxter finds out she is not biologically related to her parents.

Truly, Madly, Deeply

Tommy Baxter wants to be a police officer, but he must first fight the greatest battle of his young life.

Forgiving Paris

Ashley Baxter returns to Paris, but before she can celebrate her victories as an artist, she must make peace with her past.

Just Once

Ashley Baxter’s patient from Sunset Hills Adult Care Home recalls her World War II love story.



THE BAXTER FAMILY CHILDREN BOOKS (Ages 6–12) Stories about the Baxter children when they were in elementary school.


Best Family Ever

Finding Home

Never Grow Up

Adventure Awaits

Being Baxters
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Dedicated to the readers and viewers who have come to love the Baxter family.

Also, to my own family—my Prince Charming husband, Donald, and my children and grandchildren—who make every day the greatest gift from God.

And to the Lord, my Savior, who has—for now—blessed me with these.






The History of the Baxter Family A NOTE FROM KAREN KINGSBURY


I BEGAN WRITING about the Baxter family in the year 2000. At that time, I planned to write only five Baxter books in the Redemption series. I was about to turn in book two in that series when the 9/11 terrorist attacks happened. I talked with my publisher at the time, and we agreed that I should rewrite that book to include those tragic events.

The Baxters would’ve flown their American flag. They would’ve given blood, like so many countless others did in the days that followed September 11, 2001. And so the tragedy of 9/11 changed the trajectory of the Redemption series. After all, Landon Blake was a firefighter, and John Baxter and his oldest daughter, Brooke, and her husband were doctors too. This fictitious family was patriotic and lived in the heartland of the country in Bloomington, Indiana. And they were people of deep faith.

Of course 9/11 changed their lives. It shaped them.

The Redemption series was supposed to include only five books, but something happened along the way. I fell in love with this family—and you did too. I wasn’t sure what to do about how much I loved them, until one sunny soccer Saturday morning.

I had been gearing up to write the fifth book, Reunion. We lived in Vancouver, Washington, at the time, and sunny soccer games were rare. Three of our boys were playing that morning, so I set up my folding chair next to my husband and we anchored on the sidelines for several hours of soccer.

Partway into the first game, five seats down from me a woman in her seventies began a conversation with the friend beside her. “I truly wish,” the woman stared out at the kids on the field, “that one day our whole family could be here to watch Joey play soccer.”

What? I leaned closer. I’m a storyteller with a background in journalism, so I couldn’t help but listen.

“What do you mean?” Her friend shifted in her seat and the two locked eyes.

“The whole family.” The older woman sighed. “I haven’t told you this, Betty, but when my husband and I were younger, we had a baby out of wedlock. My parents forced me to place the baby for adoption. It about killed me. And all my life I’ve longed to meet that boy. So I could introduce him to his full-blooded siblings.” She hesitated. “So he could be a part of our Saturday morning soccer games.”

I tuned out of that conversation, and another one began to build in my heart.

How awful, I thought. Being forced to place a child for adoption. And suddenly a movie began to play in my mind. I could see a firstborn baby forced from his mother and father, and I could see their faces. They were John and Elizabeth Baxter!

Yes, after all this time, John and Elizabeth had a secret. When they were dating, they’d had a baby out of wedlock too! Elizabeth had been forced to live states away from John through her pregnancy—and with no cell phones or email, she had no way to talk to him. By the time John found Elizabeth, the baby was gone.

A little boy.

The images kept filling my head and heart.

I could see it all. The adoptive couple would’ve worked as missionaries, and they would’ve named the child Dayne Matthews. They probably moved him to the jungles of Indonesia, where he was raised in a boarding school while his parents did God’s work among the local people. But then one day his parents’ single-engine plane crashed into a mountainside, where both adoptive parents were killed.

Leaving eighteen-year-old Dayne with no one.

I could picture Dayne moving to Los Angeles and attending UCLA where he studied acting. In his senior year, he would’ve gotten the break he needed, cast as the lead in the biggest movie of the decade. The part catapulted him into the spotlight as America’s most celebrated heartthrob and he was then the star of a series of movies.

More famous every year.

Dayne would’ve had it all: money, fame, cars, houses, and everything that came with that lifestyle. But he was missing the one thing he truly longed for. A family. So Dayne hired a private investigator and found his biological parents and siblings in Bloomington, Indiana. Of all places.

That’s right. The Baxters.

These thoughts played out in my head and they wouldn’t stop. I blinked and looked around. The soccer game was still taking place on the field in front of me. It wasn’t even halftime. I pulled out my cell phone and called my agent, Rick Christian. “Rick! There’s so much more to the Baxter family!” I told him my ideas about Dayne Matthews. The firstborn. “I can’t stop writing about the Baxters now.”

“Write it down, Karen,” Rick chuckled. “Don’t stop.”

And so I didn’t. I wrote my way from the Redemption series to the Firstborn series, the Sunset series to the Take One series, and finally the Bailey Flanigan series. Each spinoff series involved new people, fresh storylines.

But always they included the Baxters.

When I finished with those books, I wrote a stand-alone tragic Baxter story called Coming Home. After that I brought to life a number of stand-alone books where I involved the Baxters as minor characters. Why not? By then, I could see in my head what the Baxters were doing, and you wanted to see them too.

I even went back and wrote The Baxters: A Prequel, so we could get to know this family before the dramatic events of the first book, Redemption.

Of course, the idea of the Baxters as a TV show was always in the corner of my mind, ever since that day in my parents’ backyard when my dad read the last page of Redemption. Way before it was published. He set the manuscript down and wiped his tears and looked at me. “This is amazing, Karen.”

His opinion mattered because, from the time I was a little girl, my father would say, “One day all the world will know your work, Karen,” and, “Someone has to be the next bestselling author… it might as well be you!”

In that moment after finishing Redemption, he smiled and shook his head. “This has to be a TV show.” He thought for a moment, then his eyes lit up. “I know.” He grinned. “You should contact that Touched by an Angel woman, Roma Downey. She’d love it. She’d make it into a TV show!”

“Sounds great, Dad.” I smiled. “But I don’t have her phone number. Any thought on how I could reach her?”

We both laughed and my dad shrugged. “Prayer, I guess. God knows.”

Twelve years later, long after my dad had gone to heaven, I got a call from a woman with a beautiful Irish accent. “Hello, Karen. This is Roma Downey.” She paused. “I’m reading your Baxters series and I love this family you’ve created. I’d like your blessing to make them into a TV series.”

I could hardly believe it. I remember looking up at the blue sky overhead and hearing my dad’s voice again: You should contact that Touched by an Angel woman. I could barely speak. “Nice to meet you, Roma.” I felt the start of tears. “Yes… I’d be honored to have you turn my Baxter family into a TV show.”

That was the beginning.

It took four years to make the first three seasons and another six years before the show made it to Amazon Prime Video, where it currently lives as of the writing of this book. Roma made good on her promise. She took great care with The Baxters, and now people all around the world are enjoying my fictitious family.

I had nothing to do with the filming or casting or writing of The Baxters TV show. There are parts of the storyline that were reshaped to fit today’s culture, as it would’ve been too costly to set the TV show back in 2000, during the days after 9/11.

But I can say this: The Baxters TV show is beautiful and heartfelt, with talented acting and great lessons for us all. My son Tyler Russell wrote and sang the theme song. Suffice it to say my heart and faith are represented in every episode.

Since the show released, the question I’m most asked is this: “When are you going to do a devotional on the Baxter family?” You also tell me that you love the Bible verses at the start of each episode, and you want to go deeper into how your favorite fictitious family handles life’s trials and triumphs. And so… I bring you The Baxters Devotional. I pray that these timeless truths and the stories that accompany them will draw you closer to God and to the people in your life so that, like the Baxter family, no matter what happens, you can always find your way home.






How to Read This Devotional

FIRST, PLEASE KNOW that you do not need to have read the Baxter family books nor do you need to have watched The Baxters on Amazon Prime Video in order to gain much from this devotional—though the background knowledge would certainly help!

The devotions here are linked to the Baxters, yes. But they are also a part of my personal life. Each chapter is accompanied by Scripture that will speak to you about surviving life’s toughest moments and finding the second chances only God can give. This is a devotional that will certainly bring you unlimited hope and a stronger faith.

You’ll want to have a Bible handy when you read through these devotions so that you can look up the verses at the end of each chapter. Have a pen nearby so you can answer the questions either here in this book or in a separate journal. You can expect each of these devotions to take about fifteen minutes to complete.

Each chapter of this devotional lines up with an episode of The Baxters TV show and a corresponding sequential piece of the Baxter books. The first batch of devotions follows the book Redemption and season 1 of The Baxters TV show. The second batch follows the second book—Remember—and season 2 of the TV series. And the third batch follows the third book—Return—and season 3 of The Baxters.

That raises the question… will there be future devotionals on The Baxters? Future episodes and seasons? I certainly pray that there will be.

But for now, enjoy The Baxters Devotional! Let me know your thoughts at Karen@KarenKingsbury.com. And sign up for my free newsletter at KarenKingsbury.com to keep up to date on developments for The Baxters and for information about my upcoming novels, along with other movies and TV shows based on my books.

May God bless you and yours!

Much love,

Karen Kingsbury






1 Testing Makes Us Stronger Baxter Book: Redemption TV SHOW: SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 You know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. —JAMES 1:3


MY DAD ALWAYS told me you’re either coming out of a trial, headed for one, or smack in the middle of it. That’s true for all families, and it was certainly true for the Baxters. Of all the adult kids in the Baxter family, Kari Baxter probably seemed to her siblings like she had her life beautifully together, that she was the least likely to be headed for a difficult time.

But along with a challenging season comes the truth from James 1:3—the testing of your faith produces perseverance.

Take a look at the place where we find the adult Baxter children when we meet them in this first episode. Dr. Brooke Baxter and her husband, Dr. Peter West, have successful careers and two healthy little girls, but they have walked away from their faith.

Ashley Baxter had an affair with a married artist in Paris, and now she spends little time with her young son. She’s long since turned away from God and barely tolerates her family.

Their brother, Luke Baxter, never misses church and pretends to be perfect. He says and does all the right things, but Luke is critical and condescending to his sisters.

Only Kari—the second oldest—seems to have her life together.

Kari’s high school relationship with Ryan Taylor didn’t work out the way she’d hoped, mostly because of a misunderstanding that still causes tension between them. But when she married Tim Jacobs, everything about her life seemed to fall into place. Tim was a professor at nearby Indiana University, and Kari modeled at a local boutique. In the TV series, she runs a home decor gallery.

The only trouble for Kari and Tim was the heartache of losing their first child through a miscarriage. A terrible loss. But beyond that, their married life was so good that Kari had recently talked about starting a couples’ ministry at church. She and Tim wanted to help those who were struggling in their marriages.

That’s what consumes Kari’s mind as Tim is away at yet another educational conference. Then the phone rings. On the line is a man with a cryptic message. Your husband Tim Jacobs is having an affair with his student.

And with those words, a crushing blow hits Kari Baxter. She takes a trip to a nearby neighborhood and, sure enough, she finds her husband’s car in front of Angela Manning’s apartment.

My family lived in the Pacific Northwest for more than a decade, and every summer we would take a trip to the coast. Always with one caution: Be on the lookout for sneaker waves. These larger-than-usual waves would come out of nowhere and slam down on unsuspecting beachgoers. Worse, sneaker waves often contained hidden massive tree trunks. Every year people lost their lives because of this deadly phenomenon.

That’s how the news hit Kari Baxter. Crushing disaster came upon her like a sneaker wave, riddled with the sort of debris that threatened to destroy her very existence, except for one thing—her deep and very genuine faith. A faith that was already firmly in place when disaster hit.

Yes, she was devastated and yes, she was angry. But even in her darkest moment she clung to something else, something woven intrinsically into her faith. Her belief that love was a decision and divorce was not an option. From the very beginning, even as heartache rocked her, Kari was ready to forgive Tim and fight for their marriage. All because of a life lesson she had been raised with: testing does not need to destroy our faith, but rather trials can make it stronger.

Here’s the truth—tragedy will strike. Like a Pacific Coast sneaker wave, it will come sooner or later because, sadly, loss happens to everyone. There is only one way to allow a hard time to make our faith stronger, and that’s to be ready.

Work on your relationship with Jesus now before disaster hits.

Not long ago a family lost their young son in a tragic dog attack. The child’s father did everything possible to save the boy. But it wasn’t to be. Within an hour, the boy left this earth and went home to Jesus, and there was nothing his dad or anyone else could do about it.

When the boy’s grieving and stunned parents returned home from the hospital, they immediately forgave the neighbors who owned the dog. Days later, the couple released a statement issued by the Morgan County Sheriff’s Office that will stay with me forever.

These are excerpts from that public letter regarding the loss of their young son:


First off, God is good. God sustains. God provides. He strengthens, carries, and just holds on when there are zero words that can be said.…

I have always had a strong faith, but the last few days something has stuck out to me more than ever: God willingly gave His Son. Jesus was brought into this world for the pure purpose to be sacrificed for me and everyone else who doesn’t deserve it, and it is more unfathomable than ever. I have no explanation, and I may never have one. And that’s OK. God is good, He is here, and He is going to take something that’s truly tragic and use it for His glory. I have no doubt in my heart of that.

We miss [our son]. We miss his voice filling up our home. We miss his feet running across the house waking us up and him bursting through our bedroom door exclaiming, “It’s morning time!” We miss his cheeky grin and his contagious laugh. His hugs and love were like none I’ve ever known.…

We covet your prayers today and in all of the days to come as we get ready to begin our new normal. We also want you to know our Jesus. He’s the only thing getting us through this, and I don’t know how people without faith can make it through such a tragedy and loss. If you don’t know Him, please, I’m begging you to reach out. I will sing of His goodness all of the days of my life.I



The faith-filled, powerful words of these parents leave me breathless.

Only by having a strong faith in Jesus could these two ever have survived the tragic loss of their son and then, only days later, pen these forever beautiful words. They are allowing the testing of their faith to make them stronger. Their feelings did not dictate their beliefs, because they had spent a lifetime building their trust in Jesus. Along the journey of life, the smaller troubles built their faith so they were ready for this unfathomable tragedy. God was the rock they had anchored their lives on, and that didn’t change with loss.

Even the greatest loss of all.

Kari Baxter had this sort of faith. A faith even her family could hardly grasp. Tim Jacobs was having an affair with his college student, but rather than rush to divorce him, Kari turned her eyes to Jesus. And because of that, she found solid ground in the worst disaster of her life.

No, not all shattered marriages can be saved. Not all people will pen a letter like the one above in the face of a tragedy. But we all can choose to let hard times make our faith stronger so that we will be ready when the worst wave of our lives hits without warning.

I don’t know where you’re at today—coming out of a storm, heading for one, or stuck right in the middle of the worst disaster you never could’ve imagined. But I know this. God is with you. As you turn your eyes to Him, He will carry you. He will sustain you. He will make your faith stronger.

And you will find yourself believing so deeply that you will sing of His love all the days of your life too.



What about You?


	Where are you at today with the trials of life?

	How have you handled hard times in the past? Be specific.

	What can you do to be ready for the hard times ahead?






Going Deeper

One way to build a rock-solid faith is to know Scripture. Read these verses. What do they teach you about living out your faith?


	Romans 12:2

	Proverbs 3:5–6

	Matthew 6:32–34

	James 1:2–4, 12







Hide It in Your Heart

Another way to have a foundation of faith when the waves hit is to memorize Scripture. An easy place to start is Psalm 23. Work on memorizing these life-giving words. Repeat them when you are alone on a walk or in an elevator or driving. Say them on a day of celebration and in the moments after a tragedy. Whisper them in the quiet of your room and when you fall asleep. The Lord is your Shepherd. You don’t need anything else. Place the words of this psalm where you can see them. Maybe take a screenshot of an image of Psalm 23 or create an art piece with the words. Memorizing often begins with writing out the words you want to remember. Write out Psalm 23 here:




Learning from the Baxters


	What did you learn from this part of The Baxters?

	What surprised you or challenged you?

	How can you apply this to your life?






	
I. “Message from Clark Family,” Morgan County Sheriff’s Office, February 29, 2024, https://www.morgancountysheriffal.gov/press_view.php?id=70.








2 Don’t Walk through Hard Times Alone Baxter Book: Redemption TV SHOW: SEASON 1, EPISODE 2 Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go. —JOSHUA 1:9


AFTER GETTING THE NEWS that her husband was having an affair, and after discovering for herself that the terrible news was true, Kari relied on her faith to sustain her. But she was also wise enough to know that she could not go through the trial ahead by herself. She needed her family, and she needed God—the One who promises to be with us always, whatever the situation, wherever we go.

Kari tries to talk Tim into leaving Angela, moving home, and working on their marriage. She tries to convince him to remember his faith and not to give up on the healing that is possible for the two of them. But Tim’s secret is out and he has made up his mind to leave for good.

As soon as Kari catches her breath, she prays. Then she calls her mom and asks if she can come home for a while. And her mother—Elizabeth Baxter—tells her of course. She can come any time.

In the days that follow, Kari pours out her heart to the Lord and to her parents, and even to her sisters. Though they do not fully understand Kari’s commitment to her marriage, they are there for her. They embrace her. They agree to pray for her.

I remember when the Northridge, California, earthquake happened on January 17, 1994. My husband, Donald, and I had moved away from the Los Angeles area several months before, and we were living in Arizona. But my parents and my siblings still lived in California, just a few miles from Northridge.

When we heard the details of that terrifying morning, we learned that my sister Tricia’s apartment had partially collapsed. Everything she owned was crushed in piles of glass on the pitch-dark floor, and it was all she could do to find her way outside.

Meanwhile, across town, my parents were cut and bleeding from a television and dresser that had been hurled across their bedroom when the earthquake hit. As they navigated their way through the debris to the front door, an aftershock hit. Then another and another.

Standing outside her partially collapsed apartment, Tricia was feeling the same series of temblors, and she knew with everything in her there was just one place she wanted to be: Home. Home with the people who loved her and cared about her. She hitched a desperate ride with a stranger, gripping the passenger door as the driver dodged massive cracks and fires that had ignited from broken gas lines.

She could hardly wait to get out of the stranger’s car and run into our parents’ arms. In no time, my brother found his path home too. My mom and dad’s house wasn’t structurally safe, so my parents and siblings set up pillows and blankets in the front yard. And that’s where they stayed for the next three days, riding out one subsequent aftershock after another. They were stuck in one of the darkest times they’d ever known.

But they were together.

While God promises to be with us at all times, our families and our churches must come alongside people in times of trial and heartache. If you’re in the position to help someone having a hard time, please do that.
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