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INTRODUCTION

The quotes you hold in your hand first saw the light of day as four separate collections of 637 each. Five years ago, the four appeared as an anthology of the 2,548 best things anybody ever said with four introductions and four indexes of sources, authors, and key words. If you were looking for something on a particular subject or by a favorite wag, if you were trying to track down a half-remembered line, you had four places to look. In this new edition, the introductions and reference lists have been combined into one and the quotes are numbered from 1 to 2,548, not four times from 1 to 637. The streamlining will enable many readers, writers, and speakers to more easily feign a sense of humor where none exists.

Why 2,548 quotes instead of, say, 2,547? I didn’t want to leave a good one out. Why not 2,549? I didn’t want any padding. The goal was simply to compile the best (funniest) things ever said (or written), zingers that can be used in everyday life without the odor of pomposity. Look elsewhere for rosy words of uplift or inspiration, unless you are uplifted and inspired by lines more appropriate for performers than pontificators. A serious attempt was made to eliminate the chaff and retain only the wheat, which is to say that you should be able to open the book to any page and be glad you did.

Many of the quotes are clustered by subject, but the subjects aren’t ordered according to the alphabet. It struck me as logical, for example, to follow remarks about Love with those about Sex, Wedlock, Self-Abuse, Kids, Drink, and Death, in that order. In most books of this kind, Sex is followed by such unrelated topics as Shakespeare, Sickness, and Socialism and there is no category for Self-Abuse at all.

I feel bad about most of the quotes attributed to celebrities, for in almost every case, I’m willing to bet, the wit was supplied by a publicist or gagwriter. As a rule, celebrities aren’t funny without help. Many non-celebrities are funny, though, at least once in a while, which is why there are so many lines in these pages from unknowns who took the time to send me contributions. One is a man who calls himself Strange de Jim. Should he appear in the Index of Authors under Strange or de? Then there is Hal Lee Luyah, who appears five times. Is that a pseudonym or did his parents call him that to have something to shout on Easter Sunday?

I quote myself a few times, too, which comes under the heading Abuse of Editorial Privilege. I apologize for that and other character flaws.

A word about the antique line cuts, since nobody asked. They are taken from several dozen collections, most of them published by Dover, totaling around 15,000 images. It’s not easy matching up a drawing with a quote. Imagine my joy when I found the perfect one for Number 424, Nietzsche’s observation that “only sick music makes money today.”

Have fun. I did.

Robert Byrne
Dubuque, Iowa
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1


Why don’t you get a haircut? You look like a chrysanthemum.

—P. G. Wodehouse (1881–1975)


2


How can I believe in God when just last week I got my tongue caught in the roller of an electric typewriter?

—Woody Allen


3


If I had been present at creation, I would have given some useful hints.

—Alfonso the Wise (1221–1284)


4


The gods play games with men as balls.

—Titus Maccius Plautus (254?–184 B.C.)


5


He was a wise man who invented God.

—Plato (427?–348? B.C.)


6


Plato is a bore.

—Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900)


7


It is the final proof of God’s omnipotence that he need not exist in order to save us.

—Peter De Vries


8


Man is a god in ruins.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882)


9


God has always been hard on the poor.

—Jean Paul Marat (1743–1793)


10


Man is certainly stark mad. He cannot make a worm, and yet he will be making gods by dozens.

—Montaigne (1553–1592)

[image: Image]


11


The good Lord never gives you more than you can handle. Unless you die of something.

—Guindon cartoon caption


12


If I had been the Virgin Mary, I would have said “No.”

—Margaret “Stevie” Smith (1902–1971)


13


Few people can be happy unless they hate some other person, nation, or creed.

—Bertrand Russell (1872–1970)


14


Religions change; beer and wine remain.

—Hervey Allen (1889–1949)


15


The chicken probably came before the egg because it is hard to imagine God wanting to sit on an egg.

—Unknown


16


In England there are sixty different religions and only one sauce.

—Francesco Caracciolo (1752–1799)


17


Living with a saint is more grueling than being one.

—Robert Neville


18


He was of the faith chiefly in the sense that the church he currently did not attend was Catholic.

—Kingsley Amis


19


Everybody should believe in something; I believe I’ll have another drink.

—Unknown


20


Under certain circumstances, profanity provides a relief denied even to prayer.

—Mark Twain (1835–1910)


21


The trouble with born-again Christians is that they are an even bigger pain the second time around.

—Herb Caen
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22


I’m astounded by people who want to “know” the universe when it’s hard enough to find your way around Chinatown.

—Woody Allen


23


It is better to know some of the questions than all of the answers.

—James Thurber (1894–1961)


24


It is only possible to live happily ever after on a day to day basis.

—Margaret Bonnano


25


I have a new philosophy. I’m only going to dread one day at a time.

—Charles Schulz (1922–2000)


26


I have a simple philosophy. Fill what’s empty. Empty - what’s full. Scratch where it itches.

—Alice Roosevelt Longworth (1884–1980)


27


I know the answer! The answer lies within the heart of all mankind! The answer is twelve? I think I’m in the wrong building.

—Charles Schulz (1922–2000)


28


Life is like an overlong drama through which we sit being nagged by the vague memories of having read the reviews.

—John Updike
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29


There is more to life than increasing its speed.

—Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948)


30


Life is like playing a violin in public and learning the instrument as one goes on.

—Samuel Butler (1835–1902)


31


Life is what happens while you are making other plans.

—John Lennon (1940–1980)


32


Life is a God-damned, stinking, treacherous game and nine hundred and ninety-nine men out of a thousand are bastards.

—Theodore Dreiser (1871–1945) quoting an unnamed newspaper editor


33


There is no cure for birth and death save to enjoy the interval.

—George Santayana (1863–1952)


34


Why is it that we rejoice at a birth and grieve at a funeral? It is because we are not the person involved.

—Mark Twain (1835–1910)


35


The cost of living is going up and the chance of living is going down.

—Flip Wilson (1933–1998)


36


Is life worth living? That depends on the liver.

—Unknown


37


Dying is one of the few things that can be done as easily lying down.

—Woody Allen


38


I’m not afraid to die. I just don’t want to be there when it happens.

—Woody Allen


39


Perhaps there is no life after death . . . there’s just Los Angeles.

—Rick Anderson


40


Death is nature’s way of saying “Howdy.”

—Unknown


41


The best way to get praise is to die.

—Italian proverb


42


There is no such thing as inner peace. There is only nervousness and death.

—Fran Lebowitz


43


In the long run we are all dead.

—John Maynard Keynes (1883–1946)


44


The patient is not likely to recover who makes the doctor his heir.

—Thomas Fuller (1608–1661)


45


After I’m dead I’d rather have people ask why I have no monument than why I have one.

—Cato the Elder (234–149 B.C.)


46


For three days after death hair and fingernails continue to grow but phone calls taper off.

—Johnny Carson


47


I wonder if anybody ever reached the age of thirty-five in New England without wanting to kill himself.

—Barrett Wendell (1855–1921)


48


I have had just about all I can take of myself.

—S. N. Behrman (1893–1973) on reaching the age of 75


49


When you don’t have any money, the problem is food. When you have money, it’s sex. When you have both, it’s health. If everything is simply jake, then you’re frightened of death.

—J. P. Donleavy


50


Most people would sooner die than think; in fact, they do so.

—Bertrand Russell (1872–1970)


51


Early one June morning in 1872 I murdered my father—an act which made a deep impression on me at the time.

—Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914?)


52


One murder makes a villain, millions a hero.

—Beilby Porteus (1731–1808)


53


If once a man indulges himself in murder, very soon he comes to think little of robbing; and from robbing he next comes to drinking and Sabbath-breaking, and from that to incivility and procrastination.

—Thomas De Quincey (1785–1859)


54


A murderer is one who is presumed to be innocent until proven insane.

—Unknown


55


Either this man is dead or my watch has stopped.

—Groucho Marx (1890–1977)


56


There is no money in poetry, but then there is no poetry in money, either.

—Robert Graves (1895–1985)


57


This poem will never reach its destination.

—Voltaire (1694–1778) on Rousseau’s Ode to Posterity


58


I hope that one or two immortal lyrics will come out of all this tumbling around.

—Poet Louise Bogan (1898–1970) on her love affair with poet Theodore Roethke


59


I write poetry not for publication but merely to kill time. Airplanes are a good place to write poetry and then firmly throw it away. My collected works are mostly on the vomit bags of Pan American and TWA.

—Charles McCabe


60


The writing of more than 75 poems in any fiscal year should be punishable by a fine of $500.

—Ed Sanders


61


Show me a poet and I’ll show you a shit.

—A. J. Liebling (1904–1963)


62


The human mind treats a new idea the way the body treats a strange protein; it rejects it.

—Biologist P. B. Medawar (1915–1985)


63


The intelligent man finds almost everything ridiculous, the sensible man hardly anything.

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832)


64


The difference between genius and stupidity is that genius has its limits.

—Unknown


65


The only reason some people get lost in thought is because it’s unfamiliar territory.

—Paul Fix


66


Only the mediocre are always at their best.

—Jean Giraudoux (1882–1944)


67


I’m going to speak my mind because I have nothing to lose.

—Semanticist S. I. Hayakawa (1906–1992)


68


I live in the crowd of jollity, not so much to enjoy company as to shun myself.

—Samuel Johnson (1709–1784)


69


For every ten jokes, thou has got an hundred enemies.

—Laurence Sterne (1713–1768)


70


Wit is educated insolence.

—Aristotle (384–322 B.C.)


71


Seriousness is the only refuge of the shallow.

—Oscar Wilde (1854–1900)


72


He who laughs, lasts.

—Mary Pettibone Poole (c. 1938)


73


Man: An animal [whose] . . . chief occupation is extermination of other animals and his own species, which, however, multiplies with such insistent rapidity as to infest the whole habitable earth and Canada.

—Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914?)


74


Woman: An animal . . . having a rudimentary susceptibility to domestication . . . The species is the most widely distributed of all beasts of prey. . . . The woman is omnivorous and can be taught not to talk.

—Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914?)


75


Cabbage: A . . . vegetable about as large and wise as a - man’s head.

—Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914?)


76


Memorial Service: Farewell party for someone who has already left.

—Robert Byrne


77


Eunuch: A man who has had his works cut out for him.

—Robert Byrne


78


I hate definitions.

—Benjamin Disraeli (1804–1881)


79


The affair between Margot Asquith and Margot Asquith will live as one of the prettiest love stories in all literature.

—Dorothy Parker (1893–1967) in a review of a book by Margot Asquith
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80


To love oneself is the beginning of a life-long romance.

—Oscar Wilde (1854–1900)


81


Like all self-made men he worships his creator.

—Unknown


82


Egotist: A person . . . more interested in himself than in me.

—Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914?)


83


A narcissist is someone better looking than you are.

—Gore Vidal


84


Don’t be humble. You’re not that great.

—Golda Meir (1898–1978)


85


Stop crime at its source! Support Planned Parenthood.

—Robert Byrne


86


When turkeys mate they think of swans.

—Johnny Carson


87


Except during the nine months before he draws his first breath, no man manages his affairs as well as a tree does.

—George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950)


88


It is now quite lawful for a Catholic woman to avoid pregnancy by a resort to mathematics, though she is still forbidden to resort to physics or chemistry.

—H. L. Mencken (1880–1956)
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89


Somewhere on this globe, every ten seconds, there is a woman giving birth to a child. She must be found and stopped.

—Sam Levenson (1911–1980)


90


To enter life by way of the vagina is as good a way as any.

—Henry Miller (1891–1980)


91


I have an intense desire to return to the womb. Anybody’s.

—Woody Allen


92


To my embarrassment I was born in bed with a lady.

—Wilson Mizner (1876–1933)


93


My obstetrician was so dumb that when I gave birth he forgot to cut the cord. For a year that kid followed me everywhere. It was like having a dog on a leash.

—Joan Rivers


94


I knew I was an unwanted baby when I saw that my bath toys were a toaster and a radio.

—Joan Rivers


95


A child is a curly, dimpled lunatic.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882)


96


All children are essentially criminal.

—Denis Diderot (1713–1784)


97


A vegetarian is a person who won’t eat anything that can have children.

—David Brenner


98


When I was a child what I wanted to be when I grew up was an invalid.

—Quentin Crisp (1908–1999)


99


Children of the poor should work for some part of the day when they reach the age of three.

—John Locke (1632–1704) in 1697


100


Of all the animals, the boy is the most unmanageable.

—Plato (427?–348? B.C.)

Plato is a bore.

—Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900)


101


Children are guilty of unpardonable rudeness when they spit in the face of a companion; neither are they excusable who spit from windows or on walls or furniture.

—St. John Baptist de La Salle (c. 1695)


102


Thank God kids never mean well.

—Lily Tomlin


103


Mothers are fonder than fathers of their children because they are more certain they are their own.

—Aristotle (384–322 B.C.)


104


There’s nothing wrong with teenagers that reasoning with them won’t aggravate.

—Unknown


105


Young people are more hopeful at a certain age than adults, but I suspect that’s glandular. As for children, I keep as far from them as possible. I don’t like the sight of them. The scale is all wrong. The heads tend to be too big for the bodies, and the hands and feet are a disaster. They keep falling into things. The nakedness of their bad character! We adults have learned how to disguise our terrible character, but children, well, they are like grotesque drawings of us. They should be neither seen nor heard, and no one must make another one.

—Gore Vidal


106


I tell you I can feel them! They’re all around us! Young people! Getting closer and closer!

—Hamilton cartoon caption


107


The reason husbands and wives do not understand each other is because they belong to different sexes.

—Dorothy Dix (1870–1951)


108


There was a time when we expected nothing of children but obedience, as opposed to the present, when we expect everything of them but obedience.

—Anatole Broyard


109


The reason grandparents and grandchildren get along so well is that they have a common enemy.

—Sam Levenson (1911–1980)


110


I never met a kid I liked.

—W. C. Fields (1880–1946)


111


It is a good thing for an uneducated man to read books of quotations.

—Winston Churchill (1874–1965)


112


I hate quotations.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882)


113


If men could get pregnant, abortion would be a sacrament.

—Florynce Kennedy


114


Ever since the young men have owned motorcycles, incest has been dying out.

—Max Frisch (1911–1991)


115


Familiarity breeds attempt.

—Goodman Ace (1899–1982)
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116


Sex drive: A physical craving that begins in adolescence and ends at marriage.

—Robert Byrne


117


Sex is the most fun you can have without smiling.

—Unknown


118


I would rather go to bed with Lillian Russell stark naked than Ulysses S. Grant in full military regalia.

—Mark Twain (1835–1910)


119


Last time I tried to make love to my wife nothing was happening, so I said to her, “What’s the matter, you can’t think of anybody either?”

—Rodney Dangerfield


120


If it weren’t for pickpockets I’d have no sex life at all.

—Rodney Dangerfield


121


I’ve tried several varieties of sex. The conventional position makes me claustrophobic and the others give me a stiff neck or lockjaw.

—Tallulah Bankhead (1903–1968)


122


A woman occasionally is quite a serviceable substitute for masturbation.

—Karl Kraus (1874–1936)


123


Sex is nobody’s business except the three people involved.

—Unknown
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124


What men desire is a virgin who is a whore.

—Edward Dahlberg (1900–1977)


125


The orgasm has replaced the Cross as the focus of longing and the image of fulfillment.

—Malcolm Muggeridge (1903–1990)


126


All this fuss about sleeping together. For physical pleasure I’d sooner go to my dentist any day.

—Evelyn Waugh (1903–1966)


127


What a man enjoys about a woman’s clothes are his fantasies of how she would look without them.

—Brendan Francis
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128


Women who miscalculate are called “mothers.”

—Abigail Van Buren


129


Nothing is so much to be shunned as sex relations.

—St. Augustine (354–430)


130


I kissed my first girl and smoked my first cigarette on the same day. I haven’t had time for tobacco since.

—Arturo Toscanini (1867–1957)


131


The only really indecent people are the chaste.

—J. K. Huysmans (1848–1907)


132


For the preservation of chastity, an empty and rumbling stomach and fevered lungs are indispensable.

—St. Jerome (340?–420)


133


I hate women because they always know where things are.

—James Thurber (1894–1961)


134


Sex is the biggest nothing of all time.

—Andy Warhol (1928?–1987)


135


Love is the delightful interval between meeting a beautiful girl and discovering that she looks like a haddock.

—John Barrymore (1882–1942)


136


Love is an ocean of emotions entirely surrounded by expenses.

—Lord Dewar


137


Love is a grave mental disease.

—Plato (427?–348? B.C.)
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138


Whatever deceives seems to produce a magical enchantment.

—Plato (427?–348? B.C.)

Plato is a bore.

—Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900)


139


The heaviest object in the world is the body of the woman you have ceased to love.

—Marquis de Luc de Clapiers Vauvenargues (1715–1747)


140


In expressing love we belong among the undeveloped countries.

—Saul Bellow


141


A man can be happy with any woman as long as he does not love her.

—Oscar Wilde (1854–1900)


142


Love will find a lay.

—Robert Byrne


143


It takes a woman twenty years to make a man of her son, and another woman twenty minutes to make a fool of him.

—Helen Rowland (1876–1950)


144


It is better to have loved and lost than never to have lost at all.

—Samuel Butler (1835–1902)


145


I sold my memoirs of my love life to Parker Brothers and they are going to make a game out of it.

—Woody Allen


146


The only solid and lasting peace between a man and his wife is doubtless a separation.

—Lord Chesterfield (1694–1773)


147


Marriage: A master, a mistress and two slaves, making in all, two.

—Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914?)


148


Marriage is not a word but a sentence.

—Unknown


149


Marriage is a great institution, but I’m not ready for an institution.

—Mae West (1893–1980)


150


If I ever marry it will be on a sudden impulse, as a man shoots himself.

—H. L. Mencken (1880–1956)


151


For the upper middle class, marriage is the only adventure left.

—Unknown


152


We want playmates we can own.

—Jules Feiffer on marriage


153


It was so cold I almost got married.

—Shelley Winters


154


At American weddings, the quality of the food is inversely proportional to the social position of the bride and groom.

—Calvin Trillin
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155


I was married once. Now I just lease.

—From the movie Buddy, Buddy (1981)


156


I married beneath me. All women do.

—Nancy, Lady Astor (1879–1964)


157


An archeologist is the best husband a woman can have; the older she gets, the more interested he is in her.

—Agatha Christie (1891–1976), who was married to one


158


I tended to place my wife under a pedestal.

—Woody Allen


159


My mother-in-law broke up my marriage. One day my wife came home early from work and found us in bed together.

—Lenny Bruce (1926–1966)


160


Divorce is the sacrament of adultery.

—French proverb


161


What scares me about divorce is that my children might put me in a home for unwed mothers.

—Teressa Skelton
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162


Take my wife . . . please!

—Henry Youngman (1906–1998)


163
A CURSE


May your soul be forever tormented by fire and your bones be dug up by dogs and dragged through the streets of Minneapolis.

—Garrison Keillor


164


My work is done, why wait?

—Suicide note left by Kodak founder George Eastman (1854–1932)


165


All right, then, I’ll say it: Dante makes me sick.

—Last words of Spanish playwright Lope de Vega on being assured on his deathbed that the end was very near


166


I don’t feel good.

—Last words of Luther Burbank (1849–1926)


167


Don’t let it end like this. Tell them I said something.

—Last words of Pancho Villa (1877?–1923)


168


It is better to be a coward for a minute than dead for the rest of your life.

—Irish proverb


169


The reverse side also has a reverse side.

—Japanese proverb


170


Tell the truth and run.

—Yugoslavian proverb


171


Do not insult the mother alligator until after you have crossed the river.

—Haitian proverb


172


Too clever is dumb.

—German proverb


173


The Irish ignore anything they can’t drink or punch.

—Old saying
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174


If God lived on earth, people would break his windows.

—Jewish proverb


175


It is nothing, they are only thrashing my husband.

—Portuguese proverb


176


When the cat and mouse agree, the grocer is ruined.

—Persian proverb


177


I do not say a proverb is amiss when aptly and reasonably applied, but to be forever discharging them, right or wrong, hit or miss, renders conversation insipid and vulgar.

—Miguel de Cervantes (1547–1616)


178


Wise men make proverbs but fools repeat them.

—Samuel Palmer (c. 1710)


179


Nobody has ever bet enough on the winning horse.

—Overheard at a track by Richard Sasuly


180


One of the worst things that can happen in life is to win a bet on a horse at an early age.

—Danny McGoorty (1901–1970)


181


Nobody ever committed suicide who had a good two-year-old in the barn.

—Racetrack proverb
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182


It is morally wrong to allow suckers to keep their money.

—“Canada Bill” Jones


183


All life is six to five against.

—Damon Runyon (1884–1946)


184


Much as he is opposed to lawbreaking, he is not bigoted about it.

—Damon Runyon (1884–1946)


185


You might as well fall flat on your face as lean over too far backward.

—James Thurber (1894–1961)


186


Alexander III of Macedonia is known as Alexander the Great because he killed more people of more different kinds than any other man of his time.

—Will Cuppy (1884–1949)


187


Aristotle was famous for knowing everything. He taught that the brain exists merely to cool the blood and is not involved in the process of thinking. This is true only of certain persons.

—Will Cuppy (1884–1949)


188


All Gaul is divided into three parts: igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary.

—Geologist Wilson Hinckley (1928–1972)


189


What a time! What a civilization!

—Cicero (106–43 B.C.)


190


Oh, this age! How tasteless and ill-bred it is!

—Catullus (87?–54? B.C.)


191


How little you know about the age you live in if you think that honey is sweeter than cash in hand.

—Ovid (43? B.C.–A.D. 18)


192


It is sometimes expedient to forget who we are.

—Publilius Syrus (c. 42 B.C.)


193


There is no glory in outstripping donkeys.

—Martial (40–102)


194


The school of hard knocks is an accelerated curriculum.

—Menander (342?–292? B.C.)


195


There is nothing so absurd but some philosopher has said it.

—Cicero (106–43 B.C.)


196


A man with his belly full of the classics is an enemy of the human race.

—Henry Miller (1891–1980)


197


Patriotism is the willingness to kill and be killed for trivial reasons.

—Bertrand Russell (1872–1970)


198


Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by the corrupt few.

—George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950)


199


America has been discovered before, but it has always been hushed up.

—Oscar Wilde (1854–1900)


200


The 100% American is 99% an idiot.

—George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950)


201


A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul.

—George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950)


202


And that’s the world in a nutshell—an appropriate receptacle.

—Stan Dunn


203


The remarkable thing about Shakespeare is that he really is very good, in spite of all the people who say he is very good.

—Robert Graves (1895–1985)


204


Crude, immoral, vulgar, and senseless.

—Leo Tolstoy (1828–1910) on Shakespeare


205


I know not, sir, whether Bacon wrote the works of Shakespeare, but if he did not it seems to me that he missed the opportunity of his life.

—James Barrie (1860–1937)


206


If Shakespeare had been in pro basketball he never would have had time to write his soliloquies. He would always have been on a plane between Phoenix and Kansas City.

—Paul Westhead, basketball coach


207


A team is a team is a team. Shakespeare said that many times.

—Dan Devine, football coach


208


A piano is a piano is a piano.—Gertrude Steinway

—Unknown


209


A manuscript, like a foetus, is never improved by showing it to somebody before it is completed.

—Unknown


210


Every journalist has a novel in him, which is an excellent place for it.

—Russell Lynes


211


Why authors write I do not know. As well ask why a hen lays an egg or a cow stands patiently while a farmer burglarizes her.

—H. L. Mencken (1880–1956)


212


Why do writers write? Because it isn’t there.

—Thomas Berger


213


Never let a domestic quarrel ruin a day’s writing. If you - can’t start the next day fresh, get rid of your wife.

—One of Mario Puzo’s rules for writing a best-selling novel


214


Every novel should have a beginning, a muddle, and an end.

—Peter De Vries (1910–1993)


215


Boy meets girl; girl gets boy into pickle; boy gets pickle into girl.

—Jack Woodford (1894–1971) on plotting


216


Writing is easy. All you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form on your forehead.

—Gene Fowler (1890–1960)


217


With a novelist, like a surgeon, you have to get a feeling that you’ve fallen into good hands—someone from whom you can accept the anesthetic with confidence.

—Saul Bellow


218


Sometimes when reading Goethe I have a paralyzing suspicion that he is trying to be funny.

—Guy Davenport


219


The novelist, afraid his ideas may be foolish, slyly puts them in the mouth of some other fool and reserves the right to disavow them.

—Diane Johnson


220


He can compress the most words into the smallest idea of any man I ever met.

—Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865)


221


If a writer has to rob his mother he will not hesitate; the Ode On a Grecian Urn is worth any number of old ladies.

—William Faulkner (1897–1962)
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222


In literature as in love, we are astonished at what is chosen by others.

—André Maurois (1885–1967)


223


It is a delicious thing to write, to be no longer yourself but to move in an entire universe of your own creating. Today, for instance, as man and woman, both lover and mistress, I rode in a forest on an autumn afternoon under the yellow leaves, and I was also the horses, the leaves, the wind, the words my people uttered, even the red sun that made them almost close their love-drowned eyes. When I brood over these marvelous pleasures I have enjoyed, I would be tempted to offer God a prayer of thanks if I knew he could hear me. Praised may he be for not creating me a cotton merchant, a vaudevillian, or a wit.

—Gustave Flaubert (1821–1880)


224


I’m a lousy writer; a helluva lot of people have got lousy taste.

—Grace Metalious (1924–1964), author of Peyton Place
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225


A custom loathsome to the eye, hateful to the nose, harmful to the brain, dangerous to the lungs, and in the black, stinking fumes thereof, nearest resembling the horrible Stygian smoke of the pit that is bottomless.

—King James (c. 1604) on smoking


226


I can write better than anybody who can write faster, and I can write faster than anybody who can write better.

—A. J. Liebling (1904–1963)


227


I used to be treated like an idiot, now I’m treated like an idiot savant.

—Martin Cruz Smith after his novel Gorky Park became a best seller


228


Income tax returns are the most imaginative fiction being written today.

—Herman Wouk


229


Marry money.

—Max Shulman’s advice to aspiring authors


230


What is a writer but a shmuck with an Underwood?

—Jack Warner (ascribed)


231


There’s no thief like a bad book.

—Italian proverb


232


A big book is a big bore.

—Callimachus (c. 260 B.C.)


233


Never read a book that is not a year old.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882)


234


The man who doesn’t read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.

—Mark Twain (1835–1910)


235


Any ordinary man can . . . surround himself with two thousand books . . . and thenceforward have at least one place in the world in which it is possible to be happy.

—Augustine Birrell (1850–1933)


236


I have always imagined that Paradise will be a kind of library.

—Jorge Luis Borges (1899–1986)


237


Studying literature at Harvard is like learning about women at the Mayo Clinic.

—Roy Blount, Jr.


238


I wonder how so insupportable a thing as a bookseller was ever permitted to grow up in the Commonwealth. Many of our modern booksellers are but needless excrements, or rather vermin.

—George Wither (1588–1667)


239


It takes the publishing industry so long to produce books - it’s no wonder so many are posthumous.

—Teressa Skelton


240


In every fat book there is a thin book trying to get out.

—Unknown


241


No, I haven’t read the New Testament, but I read the Old Testament, and I liked it very, very much.

—One shepherd to another in a New Yorker cartoon


242


What an ugly beast is the ape, and how like us.

—Cicero (106–43 B.C.)
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243


Your life story would not make a good book. Don’t even try.

—Fran Lebowitz


244


Drunkenness is the ruin of reason. It is premature old age. It is temporary death.

—St. Basil (330?–379?)


245


I drink no more than a sponge.

—François Rabelais (1494–1553)


246


They talk of my drinking but never my thirst.

—Scottish proverb


247


A drinker has a hole under his nose that all his money runs into.

—Thomas Fuller (1608–1661)


248


’Twas a woman who drove me to drink, and I never had the courtesy to thank her for it.

—W. C. Fields (1880–1946)


249


An Irishman is the only man in the world who will step over the bodies of a dozen naked women to get to a bottle of stout.

—Unknown
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250


One more drink and I’ll be under the host.

—Dorothy Parker (1893–1967)


251


I drink to make other people more interesting.

—George Jean Nathan (1882–1958)


252


Inflation has gone up over a dollar a quart.

—W. C. Fields (1880–1946)


253


Even though a number of people have tried, no one has yet found a way to drink for a living.

—Jean Kerr


254


I haven’t touched a drop of alcohol since the invention of the funnel.

—Malachy McCourt


255


The less I behave like Whistler’s mother the night before, the more I look like her the morning after.

—Tallulah Bankhead (1903–1968)


256


One reason I don’t drink is that I want to know when I am having a good time.

—Nancy, Lady Astor (1879–1964)


257


I’d rather have a free bottle in front of me than a prefrontal lobotomy.

—Unknown


258


I hate to advocate drugs, alcohol, violence, or insanity to anyone, but they’ve always worked for me.

—Hunter S. Thompson


259


If you drink, don’t drive. Don’t even putt.

—Dean Martin


260


I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just.

—Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826)


261


If you weren’t such a great man you’d be a terrible bore.

—Mrs. William Gladstone to her husband


262


He speaks to me as if I were a public meeting.

—Queen Victoria (1819–1901) on Gladstone


263


Harding was not a bad man, he was just a slob.

—Alice Roosevelt Longworth (1884–1980)


264


The only man, woman, or child who ever wrote a simple declarative sentence with seven grammatical errors is dead.

—e. e. cummings (1894–1962) on the death of Warren G. Harding, 1923


265


In 1932, lame duck President Herbert Hoover was so desperate to remain in the White House that he dressed up as Eleanor Roosevelt. When FDR discovered the hoax in 1936, the two men decided to stay together for the sake of the children.

—Johnny Carson


266


The Arabs are a backward people who eat nothing but camel dung.

—Winston Churchill (1874–1965)


267


Things have never been more like the way they are today in history.

—Dwight David Eisenhower (1890–1969)


268


John Foster Dulles.

—Mort Sahl on being asked to say something funny


269


Listen, there is no courage or any extra courage that I know of to find out the right thing to do. Now, it is not only necessary to do the right thing, but to do it in the right way and the only problem you have is what is the right thing to do and what is the right way to do it. That is the problem. But this economy of ours is not so simple that it obeys to the opinion of bias or the pronouncements of any particular individual, even to the President. This is an economy that is made up of 173 million people and it reflects their desires, they’re ready to buy, they’re ready to spend, it is a thing that is too complex and too big to be affected adversely or advantageously just by a few words or any particular—say, a little this and that, or even a panacea so alleged.

—Dwight David Eisenhower (1890–1969) in response to the question: “Has government been lacking in courage and boldness in facing up to the recession?”


270


Nixon is a shifty-eyed goddamn liar. . . . He’s one of the few in the history of this country to run for high office talking out of both sides of his mouth at the same time and lying out of both sides.

—Harry S Truman (1884–1972)


271


I don’t give a shit about the Italian lira.

—President Richard M. Nixon (1913–1994) on being asked by H. R. Haldeman if he wanted to hear a report on the decline of the Italian lira


272


I would have made a good Pope.

—Richard M. Nixon (1913–1994)


273


How do you like that guy? Can’t run six balls and he’s President of the United States.

—Pool hustler Johnny Irish on Nixon


274


Henry Kissinger may have wished I had presented him as a combination of Charles DeGaulle and Disraeli, but I - didn’t . . . out of respect for DeGaulle and Disraeli. I described him as a cowboy because that is how he described himself. If I were a cowboy I would be offended.

—Oriana Fallaci


275


Jerry Ford is a nice guy, but he played too much football with his helmet off.

—Lyndon Baines Johnson (1908–1973)


276


I never trust a man unless I’ve got his pecker in my pocket.

—Lyndon Baines Johnson (1908–1973)


277


No.

—President Jimmy Carter’s daughter Amy when asked by a reporter if she had any message for the children of America


278


Sometimes when I look at my children I say to myself, “Lillian, you should have stayed a virgin.”

—Lillian Carter, mother of Jimmy and Billy


279


“Who’s Virginia?”

—Rose Kennedy (1890–1995) when asked why her daughter-in-law Joan lived in Boston while her son Ted lived in Virginia


280


I see the world in very fluid, contradictory, emerging, interconnected terms, and with that kind of circuitry I just - don’t feel the need to say what is going to happen or will not happen.

—Former California Governor Jerry Brown


281


Ronald Reagan is not a typical politician because he - doesn’t know how to lie, cheat, and steal. He’s always had an agent for that.

—Bob Hope


282


Ronald Reagan is the Fred Astaire of foot-in-mouth disease.

—Jeff Davis


283


Never forget that the most powerful force on earth is love.

—Nelson Rockefeller (1908–1979) to Henry Kissinger


284


Sure Reagan promised to take senility tests. But what if he forgets?

—Lorna Kerr-Walker


285


Ronald Reagan is the most ignorant president since Warren Harding.

—Ralph Nader


286


Ronald Reagan has held the two most demeaning jobs in the country—President of the United States and radio broadcaster for the Chicago Cubs.

—George Will


287


Nancy Reagan fell down and broke her hair.

—Johnny Carson


288


Well, I would—if they realized that we—again if—if we led them back to that stalemate only because that our retaliatory power, our seconds, or strike at them after our first strike, would be so destructive that they couldn’t afford it, that would hold them off.

—Ronald Reagan when asked if nuclear war could be limited to tactical weapons


289


Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan—a Mount Rushmore of incompetence.

—David Steinberg


290


When I was a boy I was told that anybody could become President; I’m beginning to believe it.

—Clarence Darrow (1857–1938)


291


I’d rather entrust the government of the United States to the first 400 people listed in the Boston telephone directory than to the faculty of Harvard University.

—William F. Buckley, Jr.


292


The only thing that saves us from the bureaucracy is its inefficiency.

—Eugene McCarthy


293


We have a crisis of leadership in this country. Where are the Washingtons, the Jeffersons, and the Jacksons? I’ll tell you where they are—they are playing professional football and basketball.

—Unknown


294


It is inaccurate to say I hate everything. I am strongly in favor of common sense, common honesty, and common decency. This makes me forever ineligible for any public office.

—H. L. Mencken (1880–1956)


295


What this country needs is more unemployed politicians.

—Edward Langley


296


All right, I will learn to read, but when I have learned, I never, never shall.

—British novelist David Garnett at age 4, to his mother


297


Henry James writes fiction as if it were a painful duty.

—Oscar Wilde (1854–1900)


298


Henry James chews more than he bites off.

—Mrs. Henry Adams (c. 1880)


299


Henry James was one of the nicest old ladies I ever met.

—William Faulkner (1897–1962)


300


Henry James would have been vastly improved as a novelist by a few whiffs of the Chicago stockyards.

—H. L. Mencken (1880–1956)


301


Henry James created more convincing women than Iris Murdoch put together.

—Wilfred Sheed


302


Go not in and out of court that thy name may not stink.
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