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  by Dr. Alan Jabbour


  What do a story, a joke, a fiddle tune, a quilt, a dance, a game of jacks, a holiday celebration, and a Halloween costume have in common? Not much, at first glance. But they’re all part of the stuff we call “folklore.”


  The word “folklore” means the ways of thinking and acting that are learned and passed along by ordinary people. Folklore goes from grandparents to parents to children—and on to their children. It may be passed along in words, like the urban legend we hear from friends who promise us that it really happened to someone they know. Or it may be tunes or dance steps we pick up on the block where we live. It could be the quilt our aunt made. Much of the time we learn folklore without even knowing where or how we learned it.
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