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Introduction

Long ago, people wondered about the size and shape of the Earth. They wanted to know what lands lay on other shores, who lived there, and what their lives were like. So they built ships to sail the seas and trekked across foreign lands to explore this big world. These explorers shaped the countries we know today, carving borders, establishing capitals, and settling cities.

But geography didn’t end hundreds of years ago. There are geographers today who have the same curiosities. What does it take to be a geographer? It takes some special knowledge of Earth sciences such as biology and geology. It takes some knowledge of people sciences such as anthropology. Above all, it takes a deep desire to learn new things.

You hold in your hands a guide to the countries on planet Earth. You can read about England, China, Brazil, Kenya, Wales, the United States, and many other places. You’ll learn about kangaroos and lions, penguins and camels, polar bears and pandas, geckos and blue whales. You’ll meet all kinds of people from big cities and small villages. You can read this book from cover to cover or skip around from one chapter to the next. The important thing is to catch the travel bug and to always be curious about everything around you.

The next time you look at a globe, perhaps the world will feel smaller and more familiar to you. Spin the globe and let your finger stop it. Where did your finger land? Perhaps you will have a chance to travel to that country and meet the people who live there. What will you say to them? Think about how you’ll describe your hometown and what you will learn about the country you’re visiting.



	Dear Parents,

Today’s world is getting smaller and smaller. Television, the Internet, and other means of communication have linked us to people and events in other countries. This book is written to introduce your child to the big world out there. The Everything® Kids’ Geography Book will take your child on a trip around the world. Each chapter will feature a different continent or region of the world, with an emphasis on the physical and cultural geography of the countries found there. Here are few of the things your child will read about in this book:

• the extreme temperatures of the Sahara

• the vast diversity of the Amazon Rainforest

• how the jagged peaks of the Himalayas and the Andes formed

• wildlife on Antarctica and near the North Pole

It is impossible to cover all of world geography in one book. This book is meant to spark your child’s interest in the world and its people, animals, and landforms. Read the book with your child and discuss it. If your child is interested in a particular topic, guide him or her to other resources to find more information. Consider the following as you and your child explore the world of geography:

• use a map or an atlas to find the different countries mentioned

• introduce your family to the cuisine of a different country

• search the Internet for more information about the culture and the people of the world

• discuss the impact of climate and climate change on animals that live in different areas of  the world

The possibilities are endless. We hope your child will develop an appreciation for the world around us as you read this book together!

—Jane P. Gardner and J. Elizabeth Mills 




CHAPTER 1

Geography Is Fun!
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What Is Geography?

Whether you’re already interested in geography or are just discovering it for the first time, you’re going to love this book! Where else can you read about rainforests, volcanoes, penguins, and hurricanes all in one book? This book will take you on a trip around the world so you can look at the different continents and the countries that are found on them. You’ll also take a peek at the people and animals living in these countries and what their lives might be like. Whether you are traveling north, south, east, or west, you will discover new and exciting things about the world of geography—but first you have to know what exactly geography is! There is probably more to it than you think.
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CLIMATE: Climate is the long-term weather in an area. When scientists talk about the climate of the area, they are looking at data about the temperature and precipitation in an area over many years. You may have heard the concern about climate change in the news lately. The climate of an area, or of the entire Earth, can change over time.



Geography is the study of many different things. People who study geography think about the Earth, the things that are found on its surface, and the people, animals, and plants that live on it. Geography is the study of oceans, earthquakes, and mountains. It is the study of populations, food supplies, and climate. It is also the study of kangaroos, whales, and deserts. Geography takes all of these topics and looks at how they are related.

There are two main parts to the study of geography. The first is physical geography. Physical geography is the study of the surface of the Earth. This includes climate, mountains, oceans, and the plants that grow in these areas. The next part is cultural geography. Cultural geography is the study of the people on Earth. It is concerned with where people live and what their lives are like. The physical and the cultural sides of geography can be combined into one larger story about the entire Earth.

The people who study geography are called geographers. Geographers really need to know a lot about a lot of different things. They must know about different sciences such as geology and biology. That way they can understand what is happening on Earth and how it affects the creatures that live there. Geographers love  their maps. They need to know how to read, interpret, and make maps. Geographers need to be good at math because they use numbers to track and record data. Geographers may also need to know about different cultures and people. And geographers today need to be able to use computers and other types of technology. Geographers help make decisions about worldwide issues. Maybe you will consider studying geography some day!

Fun Fact


	GIS
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GIS, or geographic information systems, is a technology that makes the study of geography easier. It uses computers, satellites, software, and other data to find patterns in geography. GIS is used to make and improve maps, globes, and models of places and things on Earth. It is one example of the way cool new technologies are helping the study of geography.



The Globe: Our Home

A globe is a small model of our home—Earth. It is a round ball with the continents and oceans labeled on it. It shows what the Earth looks like if you could travel out in space and look at it.

Most globes show the equator and the North and South poles. A closer look at a globe may show a series of lines. Lines that run vertically (up and down) on the globe are called longitude lines. Lines that run horizontally (left to right) are called latitude lines. Each location on Earth has its own unique set of latitude and longitude coordinates. This makes it possible to find any specific location on Earth.

The equator is an imaginary line that is found in the middle of the Earth. The equator has latitude of 0 degrees. It divides the Earth in half. The area above the equator is the Northern Hemisphere. The area beneath the equator is the Southern Hemisphere.

There are also Eastern and Western hemispheres. The Prime Meridian is an imaginarily line that travels around the world and passes through a city in England called Greenwich. The Prime Meridian has a longitude of 0 degrees. Locations east of the Prime Meridian (to the right) are part of the Eastern Hemisphere. Locations west of the Prime Meridian (to the left) are part of the Western Hemisphere.
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Where in the World?

Using a globe or a map of Earth, determine which two hemispheres you live in. If you are in the United States, you are in the Northern Hemisphere and the Western Hemisphere. What hemispheres is Australia in? What about Madagascar? Quiz your parents and see if they know!

Globes are usually placed on a stand and are slightly tilted to the side because Earth is tilted as well. Earth spins on an imaginary line called an axis. This axis is not straight up and down in space; it is slightly tilted. The Earth makes one complete spin on its axis in 24 hours. That is why our day is 24 hours long.

Some globes show more than just the continents and states. The oceans, large bodies of water, and mountains are often shown on globes. Some globes may even show the relief of the mountains, which means the mountain ranges may be raised or bumpy on the globe. This will make the globe seem more real. And there are globes of other places as well, not just of Earth. It is possible to find globes of the moon, the sun, even of the whole night sky.

Reading a Globe

Most globes have the continents labeled. Some even label the individual states of the United States. Find a globe in your home or classroom and locate where you live. What bodies of water are near your home? What other continents? Where have you and your family traveled to? Where have you read books about?

Reading Maps

If you are going to study geography, you’ll read a lot of maps. There are many different kinds of maps. There may be road maps in your family car. Mountain climbers use a special kind of map that tells them the elevation in an area. Engineers use maps to trace the path of a river or a location to build a new road. There are different maps for many different things.

Reading a Map

Spend some time with a road map of your local area or your state. Use the map key to find the location of your school, local campgrounds or picnic areas, and lakes. You may discover things about your neighborhood or state that you did not know before.

Many maps have a key, or a legend. A key helps you read the map. For example, a map of your town may show your school, a set of railroad tracks, and the town park. The key at the bottom of the map will explain the colors on a map. Most of the time, water is colored blue on a map, and grassy areas such as fields or parks are colored green. Paved roads are usually black, while unpaved roads may be dotted or dashed lines. On a map key you will find symbols for hospitals, picnic areas, airports, and hiking trails.

There is even information to be learned from the size of the letters on a map. Usually, the largest letters go with the largest cities, those with more than 20,000 people. Towns that are written with smaller letters may mark a place with a population of 2,500 people.

Maps will also have a scale. A map scale helps you determine distances on the map. Think of a map as a scale model of an area. The map obviously cannot be as large as the actual location. It has to be scaled down to fit on a page of a book or a large sheet of paper. The scale may mean that one inch on a map is equal to one mile on the ground. That means if you were to walk a mile in your town, you would have traveled only an inch on the map. Seems like a lot of work for a little distance, doesn’t it?

Sometimes many maps are put together into a book called an atlas. Many people have an atlas of the United
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	CARTOGRAPHER: A cartographer is a person who makes maps for a living. A cartographer practices the art of cartography, or mapmaking.

ELEVATION: The elevation of an area is its height above sea level. Sea level is zero feet. Anything above sea level will have a positive elevation. Mount Everest is the spot on Earth with the highest elevation. It reaches 29,029 feet above sea level.



Simple Symbol

Reading maps is simple once you understand the symbols. Can you match the real thing with the symbol? Careful, there’s one extra.
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States in their car. It is a book of road maps of each state that can help them on their travels. There are atlases that show all the countries in the world as well.

[image: 9781598696837_0015_001]

How Many Countries Are There, Anyway?

There are seven continents on Earth. They are Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America. This book will look at each of the continents in more detail.

It’s hard to answer how many countries there are because not everyone agrees. The United Nations is an organization that is made of 192 countries. The U.S. State Department recognizes 194 countries. Others place the grand total at 195 countries. It all depends on what you count as a country. For example, the United Nations does not recognize the Vatican or Kosovo as countries. The United States recognizes both the Vatican and Kosovo as countries but does not recognize Taiwan.

A count of 195 countries may result if England, Scotland, and Wales are all listed as separate countries. Others lump those three together with Northern Ireland into one country, the United Kingdom. Sounds confusing, doesn’t it? Don’t worry. You are not alone in your confusion! Just keep in mind that people have agreed to disagree about the number of countries and go from there. There is still a lot of fun stuff to learn about the world!

[image: 9781598696837_0015_002]

Finding the Distance

Find a map of your state or your hometown. Locate the map scale on the bottom. Then choose two places on your map that you want to determine the distance between. For example, you may want know how far it is from your house to the school. Or maybe you want to know how far it is from your hometown to your state’s capital city. Use the map scale to determine the distance between those two points.

Maybe it is not important to have an exact number of countries. It is more important to know that there are many different countries on Earth, each with its own geography. Organizations may argue over what makes up a country, but the bottom line is that the world is full of different people, places, and things. That is what the study of geography is all about.


Mousey Messy Maze

It looks like one of the mice has lost his way.

Can you help him find his friend?
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Mmmmmolten

If you want a nice cozy home in the earth, dig down. The closer you get to the center, the warmer it gets. But don’t go too far; parts of the earth’s core (which consists of iron) are so hot, they’re molten.


Fun Fact


	The United Nations
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The United Nations officially came into being on October 25, 1945. There were originally fifty-one members belonging to the UN. It has grown to 192 countries. The United Nations was set up to work toward solving problems that face the people on Earth. This involves peacekeeping, humanitarian aid, and many other things.



How Geography Changes

Counting the countries seems easy compared to remembering the names of the countries. This is especially difficult because countries sometimes break up to form new, smaller nations, and other countries change their names.

If you were to look at a map from the 1970s, you would see counties called Burma in Southeast Asia, the Soviet Union in Europe and Asia, Zaire in Africa, and Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia in Europe. A more modern map would show countries called Myanmar, Russia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Slovakia, and Croatia. These are the new names for the “old” countries.

It is hard to keep track of the country names in all parts of the world. It is also sometimes difficult to know how to arrange the countries. There are seven continents, but some countries can be considered parts of two continents. Asia and Europe are part of the same land mass. The boundary between the two is not always clear, and sometimes countries are placed in both continents. The countries of Turkey and Russia can be classified as part of Europe and as part of Asia. Some countries do not seem to fit on any continent—New Zealand, for instance, is an island in the Pacific Ocean.
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