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We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:


editorial@GlobePequot.com
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PREFACE


Santa Fe is a jewel of a city. And like a jewel, either in the rough or finely cut, it has many facets, not all of which present themselves at first glance. All of the writers who have contributed to this guide over the years—Ann Hillerman, Tamar Stieber, Richard Mahler, and Nicky Leach—have probed the city from the outside in and, as residents, explored it from the inside out. We come to this project with different experiences and differing perspectives but with a shared affection and abiding respect for the city we call home. We've tried to impart our knowledge and enjoyment of Santa Fe in an illustrative, entertaining, and thoroughly candid fashion.


This is not meant to be an exhaustive account of what Santa Fe has to offer. That's why we have telephone books. The purpose of the Insiders' Guide to Santa Fe is to give you a taste of this extraordinary city, including its natural and cultural history, its physical and spiritual beauty, and, of course, suggestions about where to eat and sleep and what to see and do while you're here. Whether you're staying a couple of days, a couple of weeks, or the rest of your life, we're confident you'll find information in these pages you won't see in other travel guides. Even locals may learn a thing or two, just as we did in the course of our research.


As you can see just from the size of this book, Santa Fe has an enormous variety of attractions—its natural beauty and clean, crisp mountain air being high on the list—and distractions, ranging from the down-home to the urbane. For many visitors to the capital of New Mexico, a "backwater” state that even many Americans don't realize is one of our 50, this is a surprising revelation. But keep in mind that, despite its sophisticated trappings, Santa Fe is really just a small town in size and at heart. You're not going to find the same level of service and efficiency here that you would in, say, San Francisco or Miami. What you will find is a beautiful little city with friendly people and a fascinating history that predates Plymouth Rock. You'll also find a city deeply in touch with its cultural roots and a center of original thought and artistic enterprise. In fact, in July 2005, Santa Fe was honored by the United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as the first "Creative City” in the United States—one of only three such cities in the world—in recognition of its leading role in promoting folk art and design. Santa Fe's mystery goes far beyond its artistic sensibility, though. There's an ageless mystery here—a magic that has drawn humankind to this place for thousands of years.


Please keep in mind as you read the Insiders' Guide to Santa Fe that people and places change, especially in an area undergoing as much metamorphosis as Santa Fe has in recent years and probably will continue doing far into the new millennium. We can't guarantee that the quality—or even the places—we've discovered in our travels will be the same during yours. Please let us know if you've had either a bad experience or a good one. We care.




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


I continue to learn more about Santa Fe every time I update this guide. For a town of some 72,000 people, we have an extraordinary number of creative and talented people doing wonderful and worthwhile things. I enjoyed talking to you all. Thanks to Ann Hillerman and Tamar Stieber for doing a superhuman volume of research and writing to create the first and second editions; Richard Mahler, my co-author and photographer on the third edition; and Richard Harris for assistance in updating parts of the Fourth Edition. Any errors in this, the Fifth Edition, are entirely my own. Gracias, Amigos!


—Nicky Leach





	HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
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Where you start reading the Insiders’ Guide to Santa Fe depends on your needs. One of the things we’ve liked about writing this book, and one of the things we hope you’ll appreciate as you read it, is that each chapter is packed with useful information designed to be accessible and, we hope, entertaining. In this edition, we’ve added new “Close-ups,” stories that give you insights into some of the people, places, and events that make our area special. Throughout the text you’ll find tips (look for the i) that provide an Insider’s look into The City Different.


If you’re on the plane heading for New Mexico, you’ll probably want to look at the Getting Here, Getting Around chapter to help you figure out the best way to get from the Albuquerque airport to Santa Fe. If you’re using the book to plan a vacation, our extensive accommodations chapter offers valuable information for finding a hotel or motel, bed-and-breakfast, deluxe resort, or vacation rental. Use the Annual Events and Festivals chapter to discover if a festival or something special is going on when you plan to be in town. The maps will help you find Santa Fe’s sights and attractions.


We’ve got it covered in terms of what to do and where to go when you get here, too. The Attractions chapter, for example, gives you a comprehensive overview of Santa Fe’s historic buildings, museums, and other places of interest. Kidstuff offers an overview of what to do to keep the little ones happy. Add the Parks and Recreation, Nightlife, and The Arts chapters, and you have a cornucopia of ideas, from galleries to golf, from hikes in the mountains to evenings with Mozart, from pottery classes to poetry readings.


To help visitors gain a greater appreciation for our town, the book includes a readable thumbnail history of the city from its prehistoric days as an Indian hunting camp to the present, post-atomic age. You’ll find a layman’s explanation of the American Indian and Hispanic cultures as reflected in the city’s contemporary life and some suggestions on shopping for the handmade arts and crafts famous in both these traditions. Unlike most guidebooks, we include a close look at the diversity of religions and spiritual practices available here, and information on education, mainstream and alternative health services, and child care. If you’re considering a move to Santa Fe, be sure to read our Relocation chapter for a comprehensive overview.


We’ve attempted, above all else, to give you information you can use to enrich your visit here or to help you decide if Santa Fe would be an appropriate place for you to live. If you’ve used other books in the Insiders’ Guide series (and if you haven’t, we hope you will), you’ll find this book similar in terms of content.


Finally, we beg your indulgence if you encounter phone numbers or addresses that have changed since publication. We verified addresses and Web sites—but the currents of change run strongly here. Shops come and go; restaurants change owners, chefs, and focus; hotels move from private ownership to corporate properties; galleries get new artists. This everchanging scene—against the city’s historic backdrop—keeps Santa Fe fresh and interesting.


If you’d like to share your own Insider’s tips with us, we’d love to hear from you. Please send your comments and suggestions to: editorial@GlobePequot.com.





	AREA OVERVIEW
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September 2008. Most of the United States had plunged into deepening recession with the failure of a string of banks and brokerage firms brought down by toxic mortgage loans and Wall Street ambitions. The repercussions were immediately felt worldwide, with worse still to come. Everyone had been affected in one way or another: a home foreclosure, a lost job in a shrinking economy, a tightening of credit and purse strings, and a general mood of apprehension worldwide.


But even in the midst of this crisis, it was not all gloom and doom. In fact, in Santa Fe, New Mexico, they were celebrating what many see as an exciting new milestone in the long, convoluted history of the New Mexico capital: the opening of the long-planned Railyard Park and farmers’ market in the historic Guadalupe District and the spectacular new Santa Fe Community Convention Center in downtown. The Railyard and Convention Center were just the first in a string of grand construction and redevelopment projects whose completion coincides with the 400-year anniversary of the founding of the city. By May 2009, other critically acclaimed, multimillion-dollar projects had opened, including the refurbished downtown Plaza and the state-of-the-art New Mexico History Museum. Santa Fe’s new attractions were given a big boost by the opening of the New Mexico Rail Runner train service between Albuquerque and Santa Fe on December 17, 2008. In a stroke of amazing serendipity, 60,000 passengers between the two cities rode the train in the first month alone, boosting local businesses even as others went out of business elsewhere in the country.


Over a decade in the planning, these cultural infrastructure projects have begun to fulfill Santa Fe’s promise as a cultural capital, a promise given a big boost by the city’s designation in 2005 as one of only three UNESCO “creative cities” in the world. For Santa Feans, it confirms what they already know: Santa Fe is unique. Since the late 19th-century, artists, architects, scientists, and thinkers have been attracted to this 7,000-foot-elevation, high-desert town for its glorious mountain setting; healthful air and seductive light; rich mix of Hispanic, Indian, and Anglo cultures; and laid-back lifestyle. Like a spicy salsa, made of native ingredients sparked with unexpected new exotic additions, outsiders have brought with them a variety of skills and institutions, from the Museum of New Mexico to the Santa Fe Institute, cultural events, new markets and businesses, and festivals beloved by locals and tourists alike, as well as new ideas that have become woven into the life of the city.


“These projects have moved us toward creating a slower but more equitable economy that will remain strong,” said Santa Fe’s hardworking mayor David Coss, a veteran of the exhaustive planning and construction process that led to Santa Fe’s redevelopment projects. But that doesn’t seem so strange in a city that has always been far removed—both literally and metaphorically—from the rest of the country for centuries. Change comes slowly here, and often painfully, as people with many differing views struggle for consensus. While western towns around it have boomed and bust, Santa Fe has deep roots that have allowed it to endure over generations and ride the swells of passing political and cultural storms elsewhere. That is the true appeal of the City Different.


i New Mexico’s official state symbol is the Zia, an ancient sun sign taken from a design seen on a late-19th-century water jar from Zia Pueblo. The New Mexico flag—designed in 1923 by Reba Mera and officially recognized two years later—features a Zia symbol in red on a field of bright gold. Those were the colors of Queen Isabel of Castilla, which the Spanish conquistadores brought with them to the New World.


TRICULTURAL HARMONY


For those of you who still believe the Pilgrims were the first Europeans to settle in what would become the United States of America, throw away your old Anglo-centric textbooks and ideas and take note: Santa Fe was founded between 1607 and 1610—Historians disagree on the exact date—long before the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock, making Santa Fe America’s oldest state capital and its second-oldest city. Only St. Augustine, Florida, founded in 1563, is older. You can almost feel the history buzz beneath your feet as you walk the narrow, winding streets of downtown Santa Fe toward the Plaza—the social, commercial, and historical heart of the city. The Plaza is the site of the original settlement of Santa Fe. It’s also where the Santa Fe Trail—the 19th-century trade route that originated in Independence, Missouri—ended and El Camino Real, the 16th-century “Royal Road” or “King’s Highway” from Mexico City, began.


A few structures, such as the Palace of the Governors on the Plaza’s north side, actually date from the 17th century. But most downtown buildings have been renovated or newly built with facades of adobe-colored stucco designed to blend in with the early-20th-century Spanish-Pueblo revival architecture whose earth tones, flat roofs, small, deeply set windows, and protruding vigas (log beams) and canales (rectangular overhead drainage pipes) imitate construction methods used for centuries by the Pueblo Indians. You’ll also see examples of the Territorial style, a relative of Greek Revival architecture that first came to Santa Fe in 1846 with the U.S. occupation. These buildings, both old and new, are characterized by redbrick facades, slender exterior columns, dentiled cornices, and larger windows and doors than in classical Spanish-Pueblo revival buildings like the Museum of Fine Arts and La Fonda Hotel on the Plaza. Whatever and wherever the architecture, you’re likely to find pendulous red ristras, or strings of chiles, hanging welcomingly from a viga or portal (porch).


Despite its face-lift and a proliferation of tourist-oriented businesses, the Plaza remains the soul of Santa Fe—a meeting place for old-timers and newcomers, for lunch breaks and lovers’ trysts, for political rallies and historical festivals, or just to put your feet up and sleep.


Though many ethnic groups coexist in Santa Fe, the three that dominate are Hispanics, Native Americans, and “Anglos”—a category that refers to anyone who’s not Hispanic or Native American, including such distinctly non-Anglo ethnicities as Italians, Jews, and Poles, and sometimes even Asians and African Americans! Together they create a fascinating mosaic of cultures and values that overlap and occasionally conflict. Voices are sometimes raised, as are fists—the latter only figuratively as a rule. Much of the tension stems from ethnic and economic reapportionment.


Although it has not been the case for most of Santa Fe’s history, Hispanics now comprise a minority of the city’s population. According to the 2000 U.S. Census, Hispanics represent 47.8 percent, non-Hispanic Whites 46.0 percent, and other ethnic groups 3.2 percent of the population. Though the margin is tiny, it is hugely symbolic of a growing sense among Hispanics that wealthy Anglos have invaded what was once a tranquil little town and, however unwittingly, overshadowed the traditional culture. To a lesser—or at least less vocal—extent, Santa Fe’s Native American community shares many of these sentiments. Though only 3.1 percent of the city’s population, Indians exert a far greater influence than their numbers imply.


GROWING PAINS


Like an adolescent whose emotions can’t keep up with his or her physical development, Santa Fe is facing an identity crisis. It’s asking itself what it wants to be when it grows up. And growth is definitely a burning issue—perhaps the greatest single issue the city and county face. Santa Fe’s beauty, its reputation for tolerance of most lifestyles, and, in recent years, its trendiness have attracted so many new residents that the county’s population has tripled over the past 50 years to 143,937 residents. Of those, 72,056 live within the city limits. That’s up nearly 50 percent from the 49,299 who called Santa Fe home in 1980.


Unfortunately, income and housing and especially water haven’t kept up with the influx of new bodies. In other words, welcome to Santa Fe, but don’t count on a job that will leave much spending money after you’ve paid your rent or mortgage. According to the Santa Fe Living Wage Alliance, the average wage in Santa Fe is roughly 23 percent below the rest of the country while housing costs are roughly 18 percent higher. The minimum wage in Santa Fe is currently at $9.85 per hour. Compared with many other areas of the country, Santa Fe’s popularity as a tourist destination and retirement center has helped it weather the current recession, although a number of businesses, large and small, have been forced to close their doors, and employers often have their pick of over-qualified candidates for any job advertised. Salaried full-time jobs are few and far between in this tourism-oriented service economy, and most Santa Feans find themselves doing several part-time jobs to make ends meet generally at or just above minimum wage. In recent years, Santa Fe’s tight housing market has loosened slightly, due to new development, primarily on the south side of town, but housing will still take a big bite out of your paycheck.


QUALITY OF LIFE


Quality of life means different things to different people. In Santa Fe, it almost universally refers to the unique combination of small-town atmosphere in a centrally located, urban setting with access to a wide variety of cultural activities that range from the urbane to the rustic—all this against a backdrop of extraordinary natural beauty and a healthy climate with crisp, clean mountain air.


Undoubtedly the most striking thing about Santa Fe is the loveliness and grandeur of the landscape and its brilliant skies. Artists, particularly painters, have been attracted to northern New Mexico since time immemorial, lured by natural light that is like no other in the world. An hour’s drive in any direction will quickly tell you why. The vistas are as fascinating as they are beautiful, changing from minute to minute, mile to mile. A bend or two in the road can take you from gently rolling hills pocked with piñon, juniper, and scrub brush to flat-topped mesas standing dark and aloof against streaky, iridescent blue skies. Another few miles and you’re in the forest among white-barked aspen, ponderosa pine, and, depending on the season, snow.


Snow? Seasons? In the desert? Indeed, many visitors come to Santa Fe with the misconception that because it’s desert, northern New Mexico is always hot. Wrong! This is high desert; mountain country. That means four distinct seasons, including winters that get an average of 30 to 34 inches of snow each year and attract skiers from around the world. Santa Fe sits in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo mountain range at an elevation of 7,000 feet. While the mountains are rugged—Santa Fe Baldy reaches more than 12,600 feet, while Wheeler Peak in Taos measures in at 13,161 feet—they also help protect the region below from the elements, affording Santa Fe relatively mild weather conditions.


Still, Mother Nature likes to flex her muscles every once in a while with dry, scorching hot spells or brutally cold winters. So be prepared for all possibilities. Generally, however, the seasons are predictable, each arriving with its distinct brand of beauty—perhaps none more vibrantly than autumn.


In fall the hillsides explode with reds and oranges, pinks and purples, and the shimmering gold of aspen groves that streak through the mountains. The colors compel even the most jaded locals to stare in awe at nature’s artistry. Many join the tourists at the Santa Fe Ski Area to take a lift up the mountain and get a bird’s-eye view of the autumn leaves.


Springtime in Santa Fe County is also a sight to behold. The high desert virtually comes alive with wildflowers, the winter-barren earth bursting forth in colorful blooms and—allergy sufferers beware—pollen. Do bring plenty of extra-strength Allerest but, whatever else you do, don’t hide indoors.


i Don’t assume that because you’re out of the big city, you’re out of the woods when it comes to crime. Santa Fe has a high rate of thefts, especially from automobile break-ins, which account for nearly all property crimes. Lock your car at all times and avoid leaving tempting items in plain view. Try to park in well-trafficked areas or at least well-lighted ones.


THINGS TO DO


If you insist on staying indoors, you can choose from a host of activities: world-class museums for art, history, and native culture; historic buildings and churches; and more than 250 art galleries in a city reputed to be the third-largest art market in the country. Classical music lovers can enjoy the Santa Fe Opera, Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, and Santa Fe Desert Chorale in summer; Santa Fe Pro Musica from September to May; and the Santa Fe Symphony Orchestra and Chorus year-round.


Santa Fe also offers a nightly assortment of live music and dancing from piano bars and cabaret to salsa, jazz, blues, rock, and much, much more. Flamenco fans look forward to summer when the dazzling María Benítez Teatro Flamenco returns. July and August bring Spanish Market, Indian Market, and the new International Folk Art Market on Milner Plaza, which, combined, attract up to 150,000 visitors each year. Equally popular is September’s Fiestas de Santa Fe, commemorating Don Diego De Vargas’s reconquest of New Mexico 12 years after the 1680 Pueblo Revolt. Several days of pageantry and parades culminate in the burning of “Zozobra”—a 40-foot-plus effigy of “Old Man Gloom.” (See The Arts and Annual Events and Festivals chapters for more about these events.)


Then, of course, there’s the real outdoors—camping, hiking, bicycling, swimming, tennis, golf, rock climbing, and horseback riding all within a few miles of town; hunting and fishing, rafting, and hot-air ballooning will require a bit of travel. But few will complain about the scenery along the way. Winter sports include downhill skiing, snowboarding, and even inner tubing down the slopes of the Santa Fe National Forest. Cross-country skiers and snow-shoers can blaze their own trails through the trees.


When all else fails, there’s shopping, of course. Whether you’re in the market for jewelry, pottery, clothing, or kitsch, you’ll be overwhelmed by the number and variety of places to explore.






The Wily Coyote


Within minutes of arriving in Santa Fe, you are likely to see your first “coyote fence.” Made of tall, narrow juniper poles lashed closely together, these traditionally were used by New Mexicans to keep roaming coyotes away from penned livestock. They are still sometimes referred to as “goat fences,” even though very few locals raise goats anymore. (Plenty of coyotes roam close to towns, however, including Santa Fe.) Such fences assure privacy and are much cheaper to build than the adobe or faux-adobe walls that are also common in Santa Fe. In fact, some entrepreneurs earn a living building nothing but coyote fences, which can be erected around a single yard in less than a day.










Santa Fe Vital Statistics


Capital of New Mexico: Santa Fe


Other major cities: Albuquerque, Las Cruces, Los Alamos, Taos, Roswell, Rio Rancho


Population (2006 U.S. Census estimates): Santa Fe 72,056; Santa Fe County 143,937; New Mexico 1,984,356


Area of Santa Fe: 37.3 square miles


Santa Fe’s nickname: The City Different


Santa Fe’s average temperatures: 
July: High 91, Low 57 
January: High 40, Low 19


Average rainfall: 14 inches


Average snowfall: 32 inches


Average number of sunny days per year: 300


Santa Fe founded: 1607-10


New Mexico achieved statehood: 1912


Major colleges: St. John’s College, Santa Fe Community College


Major area employers: Santa Fe Public Schools, U.S. Government, St. Vincent’s Hospital, City of Santa Fe, State of New Mexico, Los Alamos National Laboratory


Major airports: Albuquerque International, about 60 miles to the south


Major interstates: I–25 north-south


Public transportation: Santa Fe Trails bus system serves the city of Santa Fe, the New Mexico Rail Runner train runs between Santa Fe and Albuquerque daily and is linked, via free shuttle, to Amtrak rail service at nearby Lamy


Driving laws: Seat belts and child restraints are mandatory. If you are taking up residency in New Mexico, you must surrender your license from any other state and apply for a New Mexico license within 30 days of moving to New Mexico. All first-time licensees in New Mexico, ages 18 to 24, inclusive (not required for persons 25 years and older) are required to take the “None for the Road” DWI awareness class. Drivers who are 75 years old or older must renew their licenses yearly, but they are not charged renewal fees.


Alcohol laws: You must be 21 to drink in New Mexico, and you can buy alcohol of all sorts after noon in supermarkets and elsewhere. The bars may remain open until 2 a.m. In New Mexico the legal limit for blood-alcohol content is 0.08 for drivers. Administrative license suspension for the first offense is 90 days, with the possibility of restored driving privileges after 30 days of suspension. There is no mandatory jail time or community service for the first DWI offense.


Daily newspapers: The Santa Fe New Mexican, Journal North edition of the Albuquerque Journal


Sales tax: Gross receipts tax is 8.0625 percent on all goods and services, including prepared foods, inside the city limits.


Room tax: 14.7 percent


The Chamber of Commerce: 8380 Cerrillos Rd., Suite 302; (505) 988-3279


Convention and Visitors Bureau: 201 West Marcy St.; (505) 995-6200, (800) 777-2489


Time and temperature: (505) 473-2211


Important phone numbers: 911 emergency; (505) 983-3361 Christus St. Vincent Regional Medical Center





LOCAL COLOR—SANTA FE STYLE


Santa Fe has a unique style that’s instantly recognizable. Whether it’s art or architecture, food or clothing, home decor or entertainment, it’s always colorful, casual, and downright earthy. Architecturally, for example, it doesn’t get much earthier than adobe, which after all is mud brick. Even faux-adobe buildings are earth-toned and, like the real thing, often trimmed with turquoise window panes and doorways, rough-hewn vigas (log ceiling beams), and bright red chile ristras. Inside you’re likely to find terra-cotta saltillo tile on the floor; handpainted ceramic tile in the kitchen or bathroom; colorful, geometric-designed Navajo rugs on the walls and/or floors; perhaps a wooden santo (religious sculpture) or an Indian pot in a nicho (niche) built right into the wall; maybe even a banco (earthen bench) on either side of a corner kiva or fogón fireplace. Santa Fe also has a distinctive clothing style, conspicuous not only for its color and flair, but also for its casualness. Even in Santa Fe’s most expensive restaurants, diners are as likely to be dressed in jeans and fancy cowboy boots as Armani and Donna Karan fashions. Day or night, it’s a sure bet you’ll see lots of jewelry on both men and women—heavy silver bracelets, watchbands, and rings trimmed with turquoise, onyx, and other stones; concho or silver-buckled leather belts; bolo ties; squash blossom necklaces; big, dangly earrings with crystals and gems on women; men with a small stud or hoop in their ear, even at City Hall. You’ll see a variety of cowboy hats, too, but probably not as many as you expected.


POLITICS


Stop half a dozen Santa Feans on the street and ask what the favorite local pastime is. They may hesitate for a millisecond before answering, “politics.” While this may be less than shocking in a state capital—especially one in which nearly every third worker has a government job—the tremendous interest residents take in local issues is still striking. It helps, of course, to have a high-flying governor like Bill Richardson, a former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and Energy secretary under President Clinton and presidential candidate himself in 2008. In 2009, Richardson was finishing out his final term as governor, somewhat under a cloud after an ongoing investigation into financial impropriety ended his hopes of confirmation as Commerce Secretary in President Obama’s new cabinet. As governor, though, the energetic Richardson has achieved a remarkable amount for New Mexico. Successful high-profile New Mexico initiatives that have come to fruition in time for Santa Fe’s 400th anniversary celebrations include the New Mexico Rail Runner train linking Albuquerque and Santa Fe, the mixed-use Railyard Park in the Historic Guadalupe District, the state-of-the-art History Museum near the Santa Fe Plaza, breaking ground on a new Space Port near Las Cruces where Virgin Air’s Richard Branson plans on offering space rides, and Sundance New Mexico partnership with Robert Redford, a new experimental film immersion program aimed at Hispanics and Native Americans, a sign that New Mexico’s growing film industry is beginning to pay big dividends.


i On your travels in and around Santa Fe, you will occasionally encounter small roadside crosses adorned with plastic flowers, religious icons, and other decorations. These are not gravesites. The cruciforms, known as descansos, or resting places, mark a spot where an individual died in a car accident. This tradition goes back at least as far as the beginnings of El Camino Real, along which travelers constructed rough crosses to commemorate the site of a fellow pilgrim’s death, and continued two centuries later along the Santa Fe Trail. (The paths eventually merged south of Santa Fe, forming a single trade route connecting Mexico City to Missouri.) These “rustic crosses, held in place by piles of stones, were thickly scattered over the country from one end of it to the other,” wrote an engineer with U.S. Army of the West, which Gen. Stephen Kearny led to victory in Mexico at the end of America’s two-year war with its southern neighbor.


FOOD


Eating is another favorite pastime in Santa Fe, especially when it comes to local cuisine. While the ingredients might be the same ones used in other Hispanic cultures—Mexican, Tex-Mex, Spanish, etc.—the food here is a culinary blend of Indian and Mexican influences that’s as distinct as the local dialect. This is largely due to the ubiquitous chile pepper. Whether you like it hot or mild, whether you prefer green or red or even “Christmas” (some of each), you’re going to encounter New Mexican chile in many different forms, usually in traditional native foods such as enchiladas, tamales, carne adovada (marinated and baked pork), or posole (stewed hominy), but also in hamburgers, on pizza, and even in apple pie. Regardless of nationality, most of Santa Fe’s 375-plus restaurants use local chile in at least one of their dishes whether it’s a five-star restaurant—and Santa Fe boasts many—or McDonald’s. Don’t be shy about using a sopaipilla—a hollow, deep-fried yeast bread eaten with honey—to wipe up that last drop of chile from your plate. Celebrated not only for its fine New Mexican fare, Santa Fe is deservedly famous for the variety and quality of its many other restaurants, from nouvelle cuisine with a Southwestern twist to Chinese, French, Greek, Indian (from India), fine Italian, Japanese, Middle Eastern, Native American, Thai, Tibetan, vegetarian . . . the list goes on.


LANGUAGE


Spanish is the second official language of Santa Fe—the first language for an estimated 10,000 residents. Some are old-timers. Others are Mexican and Central American immigrants who surprisingly often face similar prejudices in New Mexico, among both Hispanics and Anglos, as they do in other states that share a common border with Mexico. Locals pepper their conversations with colorful Spanish words and phrases interspersed with English (dubbed “Spanglish”) that are unique to New Mexico and have no adequate translation in English. Newspapers throughout the state contain liberal sprinklings of Spanish with tildes (~) and accent marks (’) appearing as a matter of course. Many also feature Spanish-language sections.


But don’t come to Santa Fe planning to speak Spanish with the natives. While a huge portion of the population speaks Spanish at home—around 35,000, according to the last census—English tends to be the language of choice here. Remember, New Mexico is one of the 50 United States—the 47th, to be precise. Though, apparently enough Americans are unaware of that fact to warrant an anecdotal column in New Mexico Magazine called “One of Our Fifty Is Missing.”


TOLERANCE


Santa Fe has long served as a beacon for alternative lifestyles and ideologies, attracting more than its share of Aquarian Age adherents. It began in the 1960s with the hippie movement, which found, if not open arms, at least passive ones in northern New Mexico. Today Santa Fe is filled with old and young flower children as well as aura readers, channelers, Iron Johns, nonnative shamans, white Rastafarians, and women who “run with wolves.” Once merely the state capital of New Mexico, Santa Fe is now the New Age capital of the United States. Santa Fe’s more traditional spiritual community offers options as diverse as they are plentiful, from Assembly of God to Zen Buddhism as well as Baha’i, Hinduism, Islam, Mormonism, Sikh, Sufism, and Unitarian, to name just a few. There’s never a moment’s doubt, however, as to which religion dominates. One need only look up at the mountain range that reigns regally and protectively over the region—the Sangre de Cristo, or “Blood of Christ,” Mountains—to be reminded that Catholicism runs deeply in the veins and the hearts of northern New Mexicans. Running just as deeply is an abiding respect for the traditional herbal medicine of Hispanic healers called curanderas and Indian medicine men known as shamans. Perhaps for that reason, Santa Fe has long been a mecca for alternative health care. Even a brief glance in the Yellow Pages offers a mind-boggling array of therapies, including craniosacral therapy, polarity, acupuncture, chiropractic, hypnotism, massage therapy, homeopathy, energy healing, biofeedback, herbs, and spiritual healing.


BIENVENIDOS


New Agers, old-timers, and trust funders; Hispanics, Native Americans, and Anglos—they’re all part of the fabric of Santa Fe, a cloth tightly woven from a variety of belief systems, traditions, and lifestyles. The only way to know it is to experience it—and even then it could take a lifetime.


So ¡Bienvenidos a Santa Fe! And remember, don’t move the furniture.





	GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND

	[image: image]




Four hundred years ago, there was only one way into Santa Fe—El Camino Real (the “Royal Road” or “King’s Highway”), an arduous and, for some, fatal network of roads and trails that began in Mexico City. This camino de tierra adentro, or “road to the interior,” started out as Indian trails and slowly extended northward, segment by segment, throughout the 16th century, as conquistadores and settlers, missionaries and merchants, and seekers of fame, fortune, and adventure all made their way to New Mexico.


More than two centuries later, on September 1, 1821, William Becknell left Franklin, Missouri, with a wagonload of goods to trade with Indians. He never got farther than Santa Fe where, despite Spain’s restrictions against Anglo Americans and trade with the eastern United States, colonists eagerly bought all his goods, which were scarce and highly coveted in the territory. This was in November. The following month—on December 26, 1821—word reached Santa Fe that Mexico, and therefore New Mexico, had won independence from Spain. With that news the frontier opened and, with it, so did the Santa Fe Trail. For the next six decades, until the first locomotive steamed through northeastern New Mexico, the 900-mile stretch from Independence, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico, remained a bustling, if hazardous, trade route that represented profits to businessmen, adventure to mountain men, and converts for Protestant missionaries—all of them willing to risk death by disease, starvation, or hostile Indians to achieve their goals.


Only traces of the original Santa Fe Trail remain in the city, most notably behind the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, 2 miles southeast of the Plaza, where you can still see the indentation of wagon wheels in the hard, dry dirt. Much of the original trail is now beneath the pavement of the well-traveled Old Santa Fe Trail—a scenic, narrow road wending its way from County Road 67 south of the city to its terminus at the Santa Fe Plaza. El Camino Real, however, is still a vital Santa Fe thoroughfare—at least the part now called Agua Fria (“Cold Water”) Street, which begins in the Guadalupe District west of the Plaza and meanders parallel to the Santa Fe River through the west side barrio and the historic village of Agua Fria.


Today, of course, there are a number of ways to get into and out of Santa Fe, as well as around and through it—though never enough for some people and far too many for others. Additional roads naturally translate into more traffic and all its accoutrements: congestion, noise, and the threat of polluting our pristine skies. So far, however, a population painfully aware of this particular downside of growth, as well as city and county governments that for the most part are sympathetic to their constituents’ concerns, are trying to find a happy medium that allows for expanding our highways and byways without destroying the aesthetic, cultural, and historic integrity of Santa Fe. Here’s what we’ve got thus far.


BY AIR


For more than 60 years, Santa Fe’s city-owned airport has been popular with privately licensed pilots, though commercial service remains limited. Small commuter airlines have attempted service from time to time and usually given up due to lack of business. In June 2009, American Eagle began service once per day between Dallas/Fort Worth and Santa Fe Municipal Airport; it remains to be seen, however, whether the service will be popular. Most people who come to Santa Fe fly into Albuquerque International Sunport, served by a broad range of airlines. From the Sunport, you can get to Santa Fe by New Mexico Rail Runner train and shuttle, shuttle van, scheduled bus, rental car, taxi, limousine, or pick up by private car. The drive north on I-25 takes about an hour, depending on traffic and your driving speed.


Albuquerque International Sunport


Located about 60 miles south of Santa Fe, the Albuquerque International Sunport (AIS) is the only airport in New Mexico with full-size jet airline service. Regardless of your specific destination in the state, if you plan to get there via a commercial flight, your visit to the Land of Enchantment will likely begin in Albuquerque, the state’s largest city. The airport, which the city shares with Kirtland Air Force Base, lies at the southern end of Albuquerque, approximately 4 miles south of the central business district. It is at the Sunport exit off I-25.


ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL SUNPORT


2200 Sunport Blvd. SE


Albuquerque


(505) 244-7700


www.cabq.gov/airport


From the moment you set foot inside the Albuquerque International Sunport’s cool, pink and turquoise, adobe-style interior, you know you’re in the Southwest. The terminal’s ornate, carved beamed ceilings are part of the original building in the current location. Albuquerque architect William Emmett Burk Jr. (1909–88) designed the 20 laminated beams, each about 84 feet long and carved with decorative motifs used by Pueblo and Navajo Indians. The airport’s art collection comprises original paintings, weavings, sculpture, photography, and other media—all by New Mexico artists, many of them with national and international reputations. The terminal houses 12 eateries ranging from a full-service restaurant and lounge to delis and snack bars; a microbrewery; a smoke-free sports bar; three gift and news shops; five cart vendors selling T-shirts, balloons, key chains, and other tchotchkes; a bank and ATM; a barber shop; and a shoeshine stand.


The airport’s 574,000-square-foot terminal has come a long way from 1928, when the entire airport was little more than a small adobe building and a dirt runway a few miles southwest of its present location. The first aircraft to land there was a Stearman piloted by Ross Hadley, who was chauffeuring “air tourists” from Hollywood to New Mexico. Other cross-country pilots quickly followed suit, including Charles Lindbergh; Arthur S. Goebel, the 1927 Dole Prize winner for the first flight to Honolulu from the mainland; and air speedster Frank Hawk. The little Albuquerque airport saw its first commercial flights in 1929, when Western Air Express operated one eastbound and one westbound flight per day with radio equipment installed by the U.S. president’s son, Herbert Hoover Jr. Two months later, Trans-Continental Air Transport began operating a fleet of 10 Ford tri-motored transports, each accommodating up to 18 passengers.


The airport grew quickly to accommodate newer, faster planes as well as the public’s demand for more flights. When wind severely damaged the airport in 1938, the city decided to build a new, larger one on 53 acres nearby. Using Works Progress Administration (WPA) and military funds, it completed construction in 1939, with Kirtland Field and Air Force Base occupying the east end of the airport. By 1945 the property had grown to 223 acres. Five years later, the federal government took possession of the airport. Over the next decade it would expand Kirtland and build what is now Sandia National Laboratories. In 1962 the federal government returned much of the airport to the city, retaining title to the facilities on the air base, paying Albuquerque for continued use of the airfield and providing crash, fire, and rescue services for civilian aircraft. Nine years later the airport began international service. It underwent a major remodeling in 1988, added a new traffic control tower in 1994, and in 1996 underwent a small-scale expansion, including the addition of an observation deck.


Today Albuquerque International Sunport has 23 gates in two concourses. Nine commercial carriers offer nonstop service to 30 cities including Amarillo, Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, Colorado Springs, Dallas, Denver, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Oakland, Orlando, Phoenix, St. Louis, Salt Lake City, San Diego, Seattle, Tampa, and Tucson. There are no direct flights between Albuquerque and Santa Fe. A four-level parking structure and adjacent surface lot accommodate 3,700 vehicles. Shortterm parking rates start at $1 per half hour with a maximum of $7 per day for the first 72 hours, $10 per day thereafter. Daily long-term rates are $6 per day for the first three days, then $8 per day. Nearby long-term parking lots served by free shuttles average $5 per day.


AIS is home to two fixed-base operators—Cutter Flying Service, (800) 678-5382, and Atlantic Aviation, (505) 842-4990. Other companies that provide services to business and private fliers include Aircraft Service International, (505) 842-4266; Four Seasons Aviation, (505) 450-4618; RBR Aircraft, (505) 842-6015; Robertson Aircraft, (505) 842-4999; Seven Bar Aviation, (505) 842-4949; and South Aero, (505) 842-4337.


Commercial Airline Phone Reservation Numbers:


[image: image]


Commuter Airline Phone Reservation Numbers:
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Bus Service from AIS to Santa Fe:


GREYHOUND/TNM&O


(505) 243-4435, (800) 231-2222


Greyhound and TNM&O coaches provide bus service between the Albuquerque airport and the Santa Fe Bus Depot at 858 St. Michael’s Dr. Call for times and prices.


Renting a Car at the Albuquerque International Sunport


To get from AIS to Santa Fe, follow the signs to exit the airport, which will put you westbound on Sunport Boulevard. Follow the blue Interstate signs for I-25 North for approximately 1 mile and turn right at the on-ramp for exit 221. Continue on I-25 northbound for about 60 miles and get off at the St. Francis Drive exit for downtown Santa Fe.


Car rental customer service counters and ready/return lots are now located at the Sunport Car Rental Center, 3400 University SE. Car rental shuttles provide transportation between the terminal building and the Car Rental Center. The car rental shuttle is a free service. Shuttles run every five minutes from the commercial lane located outside the first level of the airport terminal building.


Car Rentals


[image: image]


Shuttle Service


Several companies operate nonstop shuttles between Albuquerque International Sunport and Santa Fe. Fares range from $20 to $25 each way with pickups and dropoffs at various hotels, motels, and bed-and-breakfast inns throughout Santa Fe. Some carriers also stop at St. John’s College (see our Education chapter). Be sure to confirm the exact location before buying your ticket. Under normal circumstances, you can figure on a 70-minute commute to or from the airport. The shuttles run from about 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily; be ready to depart 10 minutes before scheduled pickup. Most shuttles have ticket counters opposite the east baggage claim area. Although reservations are not required, we strongly advise that you guarantee your seat or you could find yourself left in the dust with your baggage in hand and a useless plane ticket in your pocket. Most shuttles accept traveler’s checks and credit cards, though you can only charge your ticket at the time you make your reservations.


SANDIA SHUTTLE EXPRESS


3600 Cerrillos Rd., Suite 207C


(505) 474-5696 (Santa Fe),


(888) 775-5696


Sandia Shuttle Express makes 26 runs daily to and from the Albuquerque airport for $25 each way, or $45 prepaid with a credit card. The first run of the day is at 5 a.m. out of Santa Fe; the last van leaves the Capital City at 7 p.m. From the airport, you can catch the first shuttle to Santa Fe at 8:45 a.m. and the last at 10:45 p.m. Sandia Shuttle Express picks up and drops off passengers at all Santa Fe hotels, motels, bed-and-breakfast inns, and a number of other locations in and around the Capital City, including retirement homes, Fort Marcy Compound, and St. John’s College.


ROADRUNNER SHUTTLE SERVICES


Albuquerque


(505) 424-3367


Offers door-to-door shuttle service between Albuquerque and various points in Santa Fe between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. $45 one-way by reservation.


STAR LIMO SERVICE


1715 57th St. NW


Albuquerque


(505) 848-9999


Limousine and luxury sedan and SUV service between Albuquerque and Santa Fe beginning at $140 one way.


TWIN HEARTS EXPRESS AND TRANSPORTATION


102 Demus Lane, Taos


(505) 751-1201, (800) 654-9456


Twin Hearts will take you from the Albuquerque airport all the way to south-central Colorado, if you want, with stops at Santa Fe, Taos, and other points in between. Departures are four times daily and will stop at all Santa Fe hotels, motels, and bed-and-breakfasts on the roughly three-hour journey.


By Air to Santa Fe


SANTA FE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT


443 Airport Rd.


(505) 955-2908 (information),


(505) 955-2900 (manager)


Santa Fe Municipal Airport (SFMA), at the southwest corner of the city, provides once-daily commuter service between Santa Fe and Dallas/Fort Worth, and will begin service between Santa Fe and Los Angeles in November 2009. The 2,100-acre airport was established in 1941 as a military airfield during World War II. It became a “commercial” airport—technically a “non-hub primary” airport—in the 1950s when it replaced its tiny terminal with the larger one you see today. Inside you’ll find the Santa Fe Airport Grill and Gift Shop, (505) 471-5227, open 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.


Airport parking is in an outdoor lot and costs $3 per day. The airport handles about 230 takeoffs and landings a day, most of them private corporate aircraft. As of June 2009, American Eagle began providing once-daily service between Santa Fe and Dallas/Fort Worth, departing Dallas/Fort Worth at 10:50 a.m., arriving in Santa Fe at 11:45 a.m., and returning to Dallas/Fort Worth at 12:10 p.m. The flight takes just under an hour. Details of the new service between Santa Fe and Los Angeles, beginning in November 2009, had yet to be announced at press time.


The air traffic control tower, (505) 471-3810, is open between 6:45 a.m. and 9 p.m., though flights can take off and land 24 hours a day. Both the New Mexico State Police and Army National Guard keep aircraft at the SFMA. The airport has two fixed-base operators. Capital Aviation fuels and services private, government, and commuter aircraft, (505) 471-2700, and Santa Fe Air Center, (505) 471-2525 or (800) 263-7695, provides aircraft charters and private aircraft services. For ground transportation, you have a number of choices. Avis, (505) 471-5892, and Hertz, (505) 471-7189, have rental cars at the airport.


To get to the downtown area, head east on Airport Road for about 3 miles. Turn left onto Cerrillos Road and travel approximately 5 miles. It will turn into Galisteo Road as you near downtown and dead-end at San Francisco Street exactly 1 block west of the Plaza. The drive will take about 20 minutes. Or you can take the RoadRunner Shuttle, (505) 424-3367, to or from any hotel in town for $12 one way or $20 round-trip. Road-Runner also shuttles passengers to local Indian casinos and Los Alamos and operates charter buses to the Santa Fe Opera (see The Arts chapter), the ski area (see our Winter Sports chapter), and other local and regional destinations. Capital City Cab Company, Santa Fe’s only taxi service, provides service throughout Santa Fe, (505) 438-0000.


BY LAND


Maybe things in Santa Fe haven’t changed that much after all since the days of El Camino Real and the Santa Fe Trail. Here we are, 400-plus years and 150-plus years later, respectively, and there still are only two direct overland routes to the state capital—I-25 northbound from Las Cruces, near New Mexico’s southern border, and southbound from Buffalo in north-central Wyoming; US 84/285 south from Taos and Chama. The closest east-west route is I–40, which intersects I-25 in Albuquerque at what’s popularly called “The Big I.”


Coming from Albuquerque, there are four main off-ramps from I-25, which skirts the southern edge of Santa Fe before continuing south and east toward Colorado. The first of these, State Road 599, is the Santa Fe Bypass. It was designed to make travel easier between I-25 and US 285/68, the main route north from Santa Fe to Española, Los Alamos, and Taos. However, it also provides easy access to the west and north sides of Santa Fe. Next is the Cerrillos Road exit, which puts you on Santa Fe’s main drag, a commercial strip that will take you almost to the Plaza. Third is the St. Francis Drive exit, which is the most convenient route into the heart of the city. Finally, the Old Pecos Trail exit is best for reaching the southeastern portions of Santa Fe.


Getting to Santa Fe is the easy part. It’s getting around that’s hard, especially in an old downtown filled with narrow, winding, one-way streets that seem to lead everywhere but where you want to go or continually lead you right back from where you came. Even if you manage to navigate the downtown area, at some point you’re going to have to find a place to leave your car. And you thought parking was difficult in Manhattan! It’s also at a premium in Santa Fe, especially in summer—so much so that a former municipal judge decided it just wasn’t cricket to fine locals who parked illegally when legal parking spots were so hard to find. Every year at Thanksgiving, he offered amnesty to parking scofflaws who donated a turkey or two to one of the local homeless shelters in lieu of paying their fines. This wound up costing the city tens of thousands of dollars in lost revenue and eventually cost the judge his robes.


All this is to suggest that if your digs are within walking distance of downtown use shanks’ mare to get there. Not only will you work off that extra sopaipilla you had for lunch but you’ll also see a lot more of Santa Fe. Beware, however, that Santa Fe is not particularly pedestrian-friendly once you leave downtown. Sidewalks are rare; traffic lights on main drags often don’t allow enough time to cross the street without making a run for it; and in wider, more heavily trafficked roads where the speed limits are higher, drivers may not be as aware of pedestrians as they might be in areas with more foot traffic.


If you’re too far from the Plaza or just too tired to walk, redevelopment in the downtown now offers eight municipal parking lots, including four parking garages and four surface lots, for a combined total of 2,520 parking spaces. The new parking garages include some 500 spots beneath the new convention center on Federal Place, another 400 surface and subterranean spaces at the new Railyard development, and 500 additional surface spaces. Lot prices vary, but most are 90 cents per half hour up to $9 per day. Street parking downtown comes in two forms: metered at 25 cents for 15 minutes ($1 per hour) Monday through Saturday (Sundays are free); and permit parking for residents. On weekends—except during Indian Market, Spanish Market, and Fiestas (see our Annual Events and Festivals chapter)—you’re almost guaranteed a spot in front of the state capitol building, affectionately called the Roundhouse for reasons that will become obvious once you’ve seen it.


Of course, you can avoid both walking and parking by using public transportation (see entries below) or cycling (see our Parks and Recreation chapter).


i Perhaps the most important piece of advice to anyone visiting Santa Fe’s downtown is to leave your car at home or in the hotel parking lot. Not only is downtown parking hard to come by but the streets, some of which are 400 years old, are narrow and winding and often congested with cars and sightseers. So put on your walking shoes and stretch those muscles. It’s the best way to see the downtown, anyway.


Bus and Shuttle Service


GREYHOUND/TNM&O


858 St. Michael’s Dr.


(505) 471-0008, (800) 231-2222


Greyhound and TNM&O coaches provide bus service between the Albuquerque airport and the Santa Fe bus station on St. Michael’s Drive several times a day. One-way nonrefundable fare is $19.75. Buses also run between Santa Fe and Alamogordo, Carlsbad, Clovis, Gallup, Grants, Las Cruces, Las Vegas (NM), Roswell, and Taos in New Mexico; Alamosa, Colorado Springs, Denver, and Pueblo in Colorado; Amarillo, Dallas, and El Paso in Texas; Flagstaff and Phoenix in Arizona; and New Orleans. Call the bus station for times and fares. The depot is open Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 to 9:45 p.m. and on weekends when buses arrive and depart.


i Santa Feans seem to be allergic to their turn signals. If you stay here long enough, you, too, will find you use your directionals less and less often, though whether it’s from spite or assimilation is hard to determine. The reverse, of course, is that you’ll often run into (sometimes literally) a car whose turn signal is flashing although the driver has no intention of turning. Maybe it’s because drivers here are so unaccustomed to using their signals that they forget to turn them off. In any case, drive defensively.


LAMY SHUTTLE AND TOURS


1476 North Miracerros Loop


(505) 982-8829


The Lamy shuttle takes passengers with reservations to meet the Amtrak Southwest Chief trains that arrive once a day at the Lamy Depot from Chicago and Los Angeles. For $16 per person—which works out to less than $1 a mile—the shuttle provides door-to-door service from the depot to your hotel or residence and vice versa. As its name implies, the company also offers custom tours. Call for details and prices.


SANTA FE TRAILS TRANSIT SYSTEM


2931 Rufina St.


(505) 955-2001


The city bus system, Santa Fe Trails, can take you nearly anywhere you want to go within the city limits on any of seven different routes. Buses run Monday through Friday from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Times may vary depending on the route.) There’s limited bus service on Sunday and major holidays. You can pick up a bus schedule and information book on board any Santa Fe Trails bus and at more than 75 locations throughout the city, including most public buildings and many stores. Schedules are also available at most hotels, the Sheridan Street Transit Center, and Sweeney Visitor Center. At $1 per ride for adults, including free transfers, Santa Fe Trails is one of the best buys in town. A $2 “day pass” takes you anywhere the system goes for a full day. Seniors age 60 and older and students age six to 17 pay only 50 cents per ride, including transfers. Children younger than age six ride free when accompanied by an adult. Santa Fe Trails also offers monthly passes for only $20. You can’t beat it. The buses have lifts for wheelchair access and bike racks for cyclists who get caught in the rain or just can’t bear to ride out that last stretch. For help planning a trip or for answers to any questions, call the customer assistance center, (505) 955-2001, between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.


SANDIA SHUTTLE EXPRESS


3600 Cerrillos Rd., Suite 207C


(505) 474-5696 (Santa Fe),


(888) 775-5696


Sandia Shuttle Express provides nonstop service between Santa Fe and the Albuquerque airport (see listing under Albuquerque International Sunport on page 13).


Train Service


NEW MEXICO RAIL RUNNER EXPRESS


(866) 795-RAIL


www.nmrailrunner.com


Beginning service in December 2008, the attractive Rail Runner commuter train, the linchpin of New Mexico’s new intermodal transportation system, has been a huge hit. The commuter train serves a 100-mile scenic corridor between Santa Fe and various stops in the Albuquerque valley. It operates Monday to Saturday, starting at 6:10 a.m., with the last train at 9:30 p.m., and occasional special service on Sundays and holidays The train departs from stations at the Santa Fe Railyard and the South Capitol/Alta Vista; additional stations in Santa Fe at the corner of St. Francis and Zia and Highway 599 will come online shortly. A free shuttle, the Santa Fe Pickup, meets every train in Santa Fe and drops off riders at hotels and attractions around downtown. In Albuquerque, the No. 350 airport express shuttle leaves from the Alvarado Transportation Center in downtown and provides fast service to Albuquerque International Sunport on a limited schedule during the week only. Leave plenty of time to catch your flight, if you choose this option. A one-way trip from Santa Fe to downtown Albuquerque is $6; $8 round trip. Monthly passes are $90. Discounts available online.






Santa Fe’s Layout


Learning to navigate the streets of Santa Fe involves trial and error, since the city is not laid out in a grid pattern. Instead, its streets tend to follow old wagon roads (like the Santa Fe and Pecos Trails) and natural features, such as the Santa Fe River and the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Streets are narrow and parking is limited in the heart of the city, which is best explored on foot.


Paseo de Peralta rings Santa Fe’s core, beyond which are newer neighborhoods extending as far as 10 miles from the downtown plaza. Spanish street names are the rule here, not the exception. Thus you will encounter calle, camino, vereda, canjilón, paseo, avenida, and sendero. In asking directions, it is helpful to know the rudiments of Spanish pronunciation. For example, that a double-L is pronounced like the English Y and a double-R is trilled on the tip of the tongue, as in “say-rhee-yoss” (Cerrillos) Road, Santa Fe’s main thoroughfare. Also be aware that some streets change their names from one block to the next. Notable examples include Washington Street (which becomes Bishop’s Lodge Road) and Artist Road (which becomes Hyde Park Road and the Santa Fe Ski Basin Road, formally known as Highway 475).








AMTRAK


County Rd. 33, Lamy


(505) 466-4511, (800) 872-7245


Amtrak’s Southwest Chief trains, which run east-bound from Los Angeles and westbound from Chicago, meet each afternoon at the train depot in Lamy, located approximately 18 miles southwest of Santa Fe. Call Lamy Shuttle and Tours, (505) 982-8829 (see entry above), to arrange transportation to or from the downtown area. To get to the Lamy Depot from Santa Fe, take I-25 north to exit 290 (US 285). Go south on US 285 approximately 6 miles to the Lamy turnoff on the left. Drive a short way to the center of the village. You’ll easily spot the railroad station on your right.


Charter Vans and Tours


CUSTOM TOURS BY CLARICE


3201 Calle de Molina


(505) 438-7116


www.santafecustomtours.com


GRAYLINE TOURS OF SANTA FE


1330 Hickox St.


(505) 983-9491


Limousines


CAREY SOUTHWEST LIMOUSINE


1251 S. St. Francis Dr.


(505) 820-6700


Rental Car Companies


ADVANTAGE RENT-A-CAR


3963 Cerrillos Rd.


(505) 983-9470, (800) 777-5500


AVIS RENT-A-CAR


Santa Fe Municipal Airport


443 Airport Rd.


(505) 471-5892, (800) 831-2847


BUDGET CAR RENTAL


1946 Cerrillos Rd.


(505) 984-1596, (800) 527-7000


ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR


2641A Cerrillos Rd.


(505) 473-3600, (800) RENTCAR


HERTZ RENT-A-CAR


Santa Fe Municipal Airport


443 Airport Rd. #2


(505) 471-7189, (800) 654-3131


THRIFTY CAR RENTAL


2865 Cerrillos Rd.


(505) 474-3365, (800) 847-4389


Taxi Service


CAPITAL CITY CAB COMPANY


2875 Industrial Rd.


(505) 438-0000





	HISTORY
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One of the things that differentiates Santa Fe from other cities in the United States is its long, rich history. Although some date the city’s history from 1608, the date Governor Peralta and the Spanish colonists settled here, the area had seen millennia of human habitation before that. The story of Santa Fe stretches from the nomadic natives who camped here around 10,000 B.C. to modern trailblazers using Santa Fe as a base for their work in human gene research or to develop practical uses for the technology born of the atomic bomb at nearby Los Alamos.


EARLY INDIAN DAYS


It’s difficult to re-create the history of Santa Fe’s earliest residents because they left no written records save their carved petroglyphs, which remain an enigma. From archaeological evidence, though, we know that transient Paleo-Indians camped in the Santa Fe area on hunting trips for bison and other animals as long ago as 10,000 B.C., at the end of the Ice Age. By about 5,500 B.C., Archaic era hunters had established permanent annual camps in the area. From the few clues that remain about these early residents, we know they hunted deer and antelope with obsidian points on primitive spears that they threw using atlatls, and they ate piñon nuts and seeds as part of their diet.


Around the start of the Christian era, the Santa Fe area had attracted permanent residents. Archaeologists have found pit houses, cavelike homes built partly underground, along the Santa Fe River and its tributaries. For about eight centuries, Indians lived in what is now known as Santa Fe, first in the dark pit houses and later in organized multistory pueblos, some with hundreds of rooms and community plazas. A suspected 13th-century southeastward migration of the ancestors of today’s Pueblo people (once known by their Navajo name of the Anasazi but now usually referred to as the Ancestral Puebloans) from such places as Mesa Verde on the Colorado Plateau temporarily swelled the pueblos along the Río Grande. What brought them here? While no one knows for sure, drought, overcrowding, resource depletion, and social unrest in earlier lands and the need for more reliable water and farmlands probably attracted these first settlers to what was to become Santa Fe and elsewhere throughout the arid Southwest.


The exact figures aren’t known, but the combined population of the pueblos near the current site of Santa Fe may have been several thousand. At least seven major pueblos existed within a 20-minute drive of the spot where the Plaza now stands. Archaeologists gave the pottery made by these communities its own distinctive names, among them Santa Fe Black on White, Agua Fria Glaze on Red, and Cieneguilla Polychrome.


i Agua Fria Village, a historic area that has been encompassed by the city’s growth, was built on the site of Pindi Pueblo. Indians occupied the pueblo’s several hundred rooms between 1250 and 1350. The Laboratory of Anthropology organized its excavation in 1932 and 1933. The ruins of another major pueblo, Arroyo Hondo, lie 8 miles south of Santa Fe and were the focus of extensive archaeological and ecological research by the School of American Research (now the School of Advanced Research) between 1970 and 1974.


Pueblo people speaking the Tano language occupied large villages south of Santa Fe for centuries. Archaeologists have discovered evidence of pueblo communities beneath Agua Fria Village on the west side of Santa Fe, in Arroyo Hondo and Galisteo to the south, Cerrillos to the southwest, and near the current Fort Marcy Park, a few blocks from the Plaza. Another pueblo may have occupied the very site on which the Plaza now stands. Archaeologists speculate that sometime after 900 A.D. Indians built the Pueblo of Ogapoge, on or near the site of Santa Fe’s Plaza and spreading south. By the time the first Spanish arrived in the 16th century, however, Ogapoge had been abandoned for more than a century.


Arroyo Hondo Pueblo had 1,000 rooms built around 10 plazas by 1330. The pueblo’s population fluctuated, and at one point the Indians moved out, probably because of lack of rainfall, but later reoccupied it. Then the rain stopped again, and the population began to decline. Archaeological evidence shows that in 1410 a fire destroyed the pueblo, and the Indians left Arroyo Hondo for the last time. After many generations of life in and near the present site of Santa Fe, the Pueblo Indians moved away between the years of 1400 and 1425, possibly settling at the villages of Tesuque, Pecos, and Cieneguilla in the Galisteo Basin and along the Río Grande. The clues these people left behind point to drought as the prime motivator for the move. Skeletons of children and young adults buried in the ruins at Arroyo Hondo Pueblo, for example, exhibit evidence of extreme malnutrition. Tree-ring data indicate that this period saw the worst drought in 1,000 years. The settlements of Tesuque, Nambé, and San Juan remained and continue to be occupied to this day.


THE SPANISH ARRIVE


Historians tracing the story of the early Spanish presence in Santa Fe face a major challenge. The Pueblo Revolt—the only successful native uprising against European settlement in the United States—destroyed the city’s official records dating from the early Spanish explorations until 1680. Nonetheless, using copies of some of the documents that survived in the Vatican, in Mexico City, and in Spain, along with archaeological evidence and the journals and letters of explorers who came later, we have a fairly good idea of what life was like here in the 17th century.


When wealthy and well-placed Juan de Oñate became the first person to receive permission to establish a colony in what is now New Mexico—at his own expense—he was one of many who expected to enjoy some of the riches of the region. For years rumors of cities of gold had spawned Spanish exploration from the capital of New Spain, Mexico City. Wealth, however, provided only part of the motivation. The Spanish explorers and colonists also wanted land of their own, sought to convert more souls to Catholicism, and viewed the new territory as a much-needed buffer against rival Europeans who had settled elsewhere in the vast New World. Oñate, accompanied by 129 soldiers and their families and a small group of friars, arrived near San Juan Pueblo in 1598, approximately 25 miles north of the ruins of Ogapoge. They called their encampment San Juan de los Caballeros. The colonists found life difficult here, but Governor Oñate spent most of his time exploring. By 1600 the Spaniards had moved their capital across the Río Grande, one of the largest rivers in the Southwest, to the confluence of the Río Chama and the Río Grande. The fledgling colony, which they called San Gabriel, struggled to survive and sent no riches back to Spain. Ever optimistic, Oñate and his men rode through much of the rest of New Mexico hunting for gold and demanding submission of the Indians to the Spanish Crown and their conversion to the Christian god.


At Ácoma Pueblo, Indians attacked and killed 13 Spaniards who visited the pueblo in search of provisions. One of those killed was Oñate’s nephew. In retaliation, the Spanish military declared a “holy war” on the pueblo based on the assumption that there could be no peace in New Mexico until the Indians either submitted to Spanish dominance or died. At the governor’s command (and with the approval of the friars), 70 Spanish soldiers vowed revenge on the Ácoma. Another Oñate nephew, the brother of the killed leader, took Spanish troops to the pueblo. They demanded the surrender of the Indians responsible for the deaths and the Ácomas’ acquiescence to the king. The Indians resisted, but the betterarmed Spanish defeated them after three days of battle and hundreds of deaths. The conquerors destroyed the pueblo and brought those whom they held responsible for the earlier Spanish deaths to Santo Domingo Pueblo for trial. Oñate met the party there and dealt with the Ácoma prisoners.


The Ácoma and people from other pueblos who may have watched the trial probably didn’t comprehend the formality of Spanish law, but they understood the results. The governor sentenced some 20 Ácoma males aged 25 and older to have one foot hacked off. They, along with the captured Ácoma women and young boys, had to serve 20 years as Spanish slaves. Two Hopi Indians caught at Ácoma had their right hands cut off and were set free, “in order that they may convey the news of this punishment,” Oñate commanded.


Life in the colony resumed, with Oñate continuing his search for the riches that would repay his personal investment in the settlement and bring honor to Spain. The governor headed west to the Colorado River and then south to the Gulf of California, taking possession of more new land for his king. His efforts left him exhausted and used up his family fortune. Meanwhile, rather than living the easy life as they’d envisioned, the colonists had to work hard to survive in this demanding land. They resented the chronic lack of food and the failure to find gold. The poverty and desolation, the suffering of the women and children, the bugs in summer, cold of the winter, and the sullen looks of the Indians, who resented the Spanish intrusion, disheartened the settlers.


i The Spanish rulers established the Inquisition in New Mexico in 1626. Historians praise its first agent, Fray Alonso de Benavides, as a model of reason and moderation. Benavides’s chronicles of New Mexico provide vivid and interesting information about Santa Fe in its early days.


In his book Kiva, Cross, and Crown, historian John Kessell writes that the colonists had a saying about New Mexico: “Ocho meses de invierno y cuatro de infierno!” which translates as “Eight months of winter and four months of hell!”


So it was no wonder that when the governor left once again to search for wealth, accompanied by half of the colony’s armed men and a couple of friars, those left behind made tracks, too. Most of the colonists, and all but one of the friars, seized the opportunity to desert their wretched settlement and head back to Mexico. Only two dozen settlers and one Franciscan remained. When Oñate and his party returned, the governor ordered the fleeing colonists pursued, but they had too much of a lead to be captured. When the defectors reached Mexico City, they reported the expedition’s dismal lack of success in converting the Indians or finding gold. The Viceroy of Mexico, with the concurrence of the king of Spain, decided to abandon the New Mexico experiment.


New Mexico would have been abandoned, except for the problem of what to do with the Christianized Indians there. (While estimates of the number of converts differed considerably, all agreed that some Indians had become Christians.) Rather than abandon these new converts or force them to leave New Mexico, secular and religious authorities decided to keep the new areas as mission territory. The viceroy named a new governor, Pedro de Peralta, but ordered Oñate to remain until Peralta arrived. Embarrassed and disgraced, Oñate resigned in 1607.


When Peralta arrived, Oñate and his son, Cristóbal, left for Mexico City, but on the journey Cristóbal died. The courts charged Oñate with failure to obey royal decrees, lack of respect for the friars, and mistreatment of the Indians, especially of the Ácomas. He was fined, banned perpetually from New Mexico, and returned to Spain in disgrace.


Conventional history places the establishment of Santa Fe, where Peralta moved the capital, at 1608. Some historians say Oñate or his son founded Santa Fe as early as 1605. But even the 1608 date makes Santa Fe the oldest capital city in the United States, predating the establishment of New England’s more famous Plymouth colony by more than 10 years. Governor Peralta and settlers from San Gabriel selected a site on the southern end of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. The new site had a higher elevation, which meant cooler summers, and offered better protection against the attacks of the Apache, Navajo, and Comanche tribes. The Spanish laid out the town, which they called Santa Fe (meaning “Holy Faith”), according to instructions from Spain; modern Santa Fe retains this basic design in its oldest neighborhoods.
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A Santa Fe Time Line


1150-1400: Pueblo Indian villages thrive along the Santa Fe River.


Early 15th century: Indians abandon the villages closest to Santa Fe, such as Pindi, Ogapoge, and Arroyo Hondo Pueblos.


1598: Juan de Oñate claims New Mexico for Spain and establishes the first permanent European settlement in New Mexico (the second in the United States) near San Juan Pueblo, northwest of Santa Fe.


1608-10: Pedro de Peralta establishes the city of Santa Fe as Spain’s northernmost administrative capital in the Southwest. The Palace of the Governors is built. El Camino Real runs from Mexico City to Santa Fe as a supply route for the Spanish missions and colony.


1680: The Pueblo Indians drive the Spanish out of Santa Fe and New Mexico in the Pueblo Revolt. The Indians burn Spanish records and remodel the Palace of the Governors to serve their needs.


1692: Diego de Vargas brings a Spanish military expedition back to Santa Fe and reclaims Santa Fe for the king of Spain.


1693-96: Vargas returns to Santa Fe with a band of settlers. After a fierce battle, the Indians give up the Palace of the Governors. Vargas spends the next few years reconquering the outlying pueblos.


1712: Santa Fe celebrates its first official Fiesta in thanksgiving for the reconquest.


1777: The first known map of Santa Fe is drawn.


1778: Juan Bautista de Anza arrives in Santa Fe as governor and begins making peace with the Comanches of the high plains of eastern New Mexico.


1792: Pedro Vial blazes a trail from Santa Fe to St. Louis and returns the following year, making the first complete journey over what will eventually be known as the Santa Fe Trail.


1807: American explorer Zebulon Pike and his party are arrested as intruders in Spanish New Mexico. The Spanish government institutes protective trade measures to restrict American influence in New Spain, including Santa Fe.


1821: Mexico wins independence from Spain. Trader William Becknell arrives in Santa Fe to do business, opening up the Santa Fe Trail.


1822: Wagons roll into the Santa Fe Plaza over the Santa Fe Trail, leading the way for millions of dollars of trade goods and new ideas and cultural influences in Santa Fe.


1833: The first gold mines west of the Mississippi open in the Ortíz Mountains between Santa Fe and Albuquerque.


1834: New Mexico’s first newspaper, El Crepúsculo de la Libertad, the Dawn of Liberty—is published in Santa Fe.


1837: A group of northern New Mexican farmers and Indians band together to protest new taxes imposed by the Mexican government. Governor Albino Pérez is killed. Manuel Armijo resumes his post as governor.


1846: The United States declares war on Mexico. U.S. General Stephen W. Kearny occupies Santa Fe without firing a shot after Mexican governor Armijo flees.


1847: Territorial governor Charles Bent is assassinated in Taos. U.S. forces quell the rebellion in an attack that seriously damages the mission church at Taos Pueblo.


1848: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is signed. Mexico cedes New Mexico to the United States.


1850: New Mexico becomes a U.S. territory.


1851: The first English language school is founded in Santa Fe by Frenchman Bishop Jean Lamy, founder of St. Francis Cathedral.


1851: A territorial library in founded in Santa Fe.


1861-62: Confederate soldiers from Texas invade Santa Fe and occupy the Palace of the Governors. The Battle of Glorieta, just southeast of Santa Fe, ends Confederate control in New Mexico and squelches their plan to capture the West.


1869: Construction of St. Francis Cathedral begins.


1870: The territorial governor disposes of many of the official records of New Mexico. Only about one-fourth are recovered.


1874: Workers lay the foundations for Loretto Chapel.


1879: Governor Lew Wallace writes a portion of Ben Hur in the Palace of the Governors.


1880: The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad arrives in Santa Fe over a spur line from the main station in Lamy. Travel along the Santa Fe Trail dies off.


1881: Santa Fe installs its first water and telegraph systems.


1891: The city of Santa Fe is officially incorporated.


1892: New Mexico’s new territorial capitol burns in Santa Fe. Arson by Albuquerque boosters who want the seat of government moved south is suspected but never proven.


1907: The Palace of the Governors, saved from demolition, becomes a museum.


1909: The joint Museum of New Mexico-School of American Archaeology, under the direction of Edgar Lee Hewitt, establishes the criteria for Santa Fe Style.


1912: New Mexico becomes the 47th state.


1913: The Palace of the Governors is remodeled with a Pueblo Revival-style portal. Soon many other buildings receive similar treatment, and new architecture also adopts this look.


1917: The Museum of Fine Arts, another example of Pueblo Revival style, is dedicated.


1922: The Southwestern Association on Indian Affairs establishes the annual Indian market, a show and sale that remains part of modern Santa Fe’s cultural life.


1926: The Old Santa Fe Association is formed to help preserve city landmarks.


1926: Artist Will Shuster founds a “revolutionary protest fiesta” that includes the ritual burning of the giant puppet Zozobra, or Old Man Gloom. Zozobra quickly become a mainstay of the Santa Fe Fiesta.


1927: The Daughters of the American Revolution offer to Santa Fe the Madonna of the Trail statue, which depicts a white Madonna pioneer. Writers Frank Applegate and Mary Austin speak out against the statue, noting it does not represent the real pioneers of the region at all. . . the Spanish people. The city ultimately refuses the gift.


1942: The federal government selects Los Alamos Boys School site for a secret project to develop an atomic bomb. Scientists and their families begin coming to Santa Fe on their way to the research site.


1945: Scientists working in Los Alamos produce the world’s first atomic bomb.


1948: Indians receive the right to vote.


1957: Santa Fe adopts its Historic District Ordinance to help protect landmark buildings.


1957: John Crosby founds the Santa Fe Opera.


1961: Architect John Gaw Meem and other concerned residents establish The Historic Santa Fe Foundation in response to the demolition of a historic house for a parking lot. The foundation continues to work to promote the preservation of the city’s unique architectural character.


1964: St. John’s College of Annapolis establishes a second campus in Santa Fe.


1966: New Mexico’s present state capitol, nicknamed the Roundhouse, is dedicated in Santa Fe.


1975: Extensive archaeological work begins at the Palace of the Governors.


1975: Democrat Jerry Apodaca becomes New Mexico’s first Hispanic governor since 1918.


1975: The Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival is established.


1980s: Celebrities “discover” Santa Fe. The city begins to become trendy; real estate prices start to climb. New Age seekers arrive in Santa Fe, and it becomes a popular spiritual center.


1983: Santa Fe Community College is created.


1987: The Santa Fe City Council adopts an archaeological review ordinance protecting artifacts older than 75 years.


1989: Santa Fe Children’s Museum is founded.


1994: Debbie Jaramillo becomes Santa Fe’s first woman mayor.


1995: Landscaping crews remove the last of the trees planted by Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy in the St. Francis Cathedral Rectory Garden. The parish replaced the pine, apple, almond, and apricot trees—some dead, some diseased—with new trees and donated the wood to local wood workers.


2000: Santa Fe peacefully welcomes the new millennium.


2002: The Spanish Colonial Arts Museum opens on Museum Hill, the newly renamed and landscaped complex containing the Wheelwright and other museums. The Spanish Colonial Arts Museum is housed in a historic adobe building designed by famed Pueblo Revival architect John Gaw Meem.


2003: An excavation behind the Palace of the Governors unearths 195,000 artifacts of importance.


2008: The new Santa Fe Railyard mixed-use development and adjoining 10-acre park, decades in the planning, and the new 72,000-square-foot Santa Fe Community Convention Center on the site of the former Sweeney Center open in September. The New Mexico Rail Runner commuter train linking Santa Fe and Albuquerque begins service in December.


2009: The Santa Fe Plaza is renovated, and the much-anticipated New Mexico History Museum, a state-of-the-art facility behind the Palace of the Governors, opens over Memorial Day weekend with two days of music, dancing, exhibits, and lectures.





The city grew from the mud with small, one-story adobe buildings situated around a rectangular plaza. The original Plaza was at least an additional block larger than today’s Plaza. Land for farming lay just beyond this town square and the city spread along the Santa Fe River—a decision the settlers came to regret. The most important building was the Casas Reales, which later became known by its English name, the Palace of the Governors. The governors and their families lived in this adobe compound, with adjoining rooms for municipal offices, meetings of the town council, storage, and a jail. Many settlers moved from San Gabriel to the new city, attracted by the promise of land of their own with water rights if they could survive for 10 years. Other newcomers trickled in over El Camino Real, an important trail into the territory from Mexico City. All roads in the province—and there weren’t many—led to the Santa Fe Plaza.


In the early 1600s Santa Fe had approximately 1,000 residents, including Mexican Indians who came to Santa Fe as servants of the Spanish and who lived separately in Barrio Analco across the Santa Fe River. The population included settlers of pure Spanish blood, many mestizos—or people of mixed race—and people from France and Portugal. Some were black, and at least one came from Flanders. Santa Fe’s early settlers were uniformly Catholic, including some Spaniards of Judaic heritage, or Crypto Jews, whose ancestors chose baptism rather than deportation or death from the Inquisition.


Santa Fe and New Mexico grew slowly as more colonists arrived and babies were born. A statue of the Virgin Mary called La Conquistadora, which ultimately became the city’s most revered religious object, arrived in 1625. The economy ran largely on the barter system; by and large, people helped their neighbors. While in some ways life was hard on the frontier, in other ways the settlers were freer than they may have been in Spain or Mexico. People made their own fun, and gambling flourished in the new settlement as it did in most frontier towns.


The arrival of the supply caravan from Mexico City every three years brought village-wide celebration. Although the central purpose of the caravans was to bring supplies for the missions and official correspondence from government headquarters in Mexico City, the wagons also delivered a few precious luxury items such as silver, silk, lace, tobacco, saddles, writing desks, and chocolate. And the visitors had news and gossip from the world outside dusty Santa Fe.


By 1680 three generations of Santa Fe residents had been born, some of whom had Indian mothers. Ninety percent of the city’s population was native to the province. As it grew, the village’s two major areas of conflict continued to fester. First, ever-present friction between the church and state over who ruled not only the Indians but also the colony as a whole sometimes required settlers to choose between the governor and the friars. Meanwhile, the Pueblo Indians were growing increasingly unhappy with the Spanish for their economic exploitation and periodic attempts to undermine the Indians’ spiritual, political, and social way of life. The colony established the encomienda system, which granted certain settlers the right to collect tributes from Indians who lived on designed parcels of land.


i A projectile point found in northeastern New Mexico, in Folsom, served as a turning point in American archaeology. Radiocarbon dating at the Folsom site showed that people had been in the region beginning 10,900 years ago—near the end of the last ice age. Identical versions of the Folsom point have been found as far east as Iowa, as far west as the Great Basin, and from southern Cañada all the way down to northern Mexico.


The encomienda system was born of the 1573 colonization laws, which stated that Indians should be persuaded to pay moderate amounts of tribute in local products. In exchange, the Spanish encomiendero, or the man who received the tribute, was supposed to protect the colony—including the Pueblo Indians—by answering the governor’s call to arms whenever the need arose. And the Indians, whether they liked it or not, received the “benefits” of Christianity and became subjects of the king of Spain.


Spanish law made it clear that Indians had to be paid at least minimum wage if they worked for the colonists. But New Mexico was a long way from Spain and the territory was poor. Pueblo Indians were often forced to labor against their will by the encomienderos. Adding to the uproar, raiding Comanche and other nonfarming Indians frequently stole the crops and livestock of both the Pueblo Indians and the Spanish settlers.


But Indian-Spanish relationships weren’t exclusively antagonistic. In the worldview of the Franciscans, Indian souls deserved God’s salvation, the same as those of the Spanish. In the years since Oñate’s arrival, the friars had married many Pueblo Indians and Spanish. The families served as godparents for each other’s children and had established friendships based on mutual respect and the need to cooperate. This wasn’t enough, however, to stay the building forces of revolution.


In 1675, Spanish officials flogged a large group of Pueblo religious leaders, including Popé from San Juan Pueblo, for practicing witch-craft—a common mischaracterization of Native American religion. This public humiliation, which followed an earlier incident in which 1,600 ceremonial masks, prayer sticks, and fetishes had been burned, brought ramifications for New Mexico for many years to come.


THE PUEBLO REVOLT


After his flogging, Popé fled to Taos, where he began to work with other Río Grande Pueblo Indian leaders and those in Arizona’s Hopi country to organize a sophisticated rebellion. The cautious conspiracy went on for five years, hampered by the fact that the Pueblo Indians did not share a common language. (See our Local Cultures chapter.) The Indians agreed to join forces to drive the Spanish invaders out of Santa Fe and the rest of what had been their territory. They timed the rebellion for the year before the supply train arrived so the settlers would be low on food and ammunition. On August 9, 1680, runners with knotted ropes signifying the exact day of the revolt went from pueblo to pueblo, telling the Indian warriors that the time had come. Popé originally planned the uprising to coincide with the Feast of San Lorenzo but changed the date when he realized that the Spanish were on to the plan.


Despite Popé’s switch, Santa Fe’s Governor Antonio de Otermín discovered the plot two days before the date of the rebellion. Even with the knowledge, the governor failed to marshal any organized defense. The Indians split the scattered Spanish settlements in New Mexico into two groups, one centered in Santa Fe and one in Isleta. They tried to convince each group of settlers that the other had been killed and that their situation was hopeless. The Pueblo warriors rode through the territory, burning and sacking missions, killing priests, attacking settlers, and stealing or stampeding livestock.


When word of the uprising arrived in Santa Fe, Governor Otermín sent messengers to warn all settlers in the outlying districts to defend themselves. Those who lived between Taos and Cochití Pueblo literally ran for their lives to the walled city of Santa Fe. Settlers between Cochití and Socorro sought safety at Isleta Pueblo (near what is now Albuquerque), which remained friendly to the Spanish. Settlers living on the western side of the province, from Ziá and Jémez pueblos across to Zuni and Oraibi, had to fend for themselves. Most were killed.


At the Palace of the Governors, Otermín distributed weapons to the male colonists, and they prepared for a siege. Each new group of refugees brought grim reports of how the murder and rebellion had spread. Otermín sent soldiers to assist settlers who had held out in Los Cerrillos and La Cañada, helping them reach Santa Fe. The Spanish made sure that La Conquistadora, the 3-foot-high image of the Virgin, was safe inside the thick adobe walls.


By August 13 the Indians arrived in Santa Fe, and a nine-day siege began. Some 1,000 men, women, and children, along with a few of their animals, waited inside the palace. The Indians cut off the acequia, an irrigation ditch that supplied water to the palace. To preserve precious food and water, the colonists let their animals die. The Indians burned Santa Fe, and the besieged band watched the glow of flames from their homes and crops in the evening sky. The Pueblo leader sent a delegate to the settlers with a red flag and a white flag. The Spanish could pick the white flag, surrender, and leave. If they picked red and chose to fight, they should prepare to die. Otermín scolded the emissary and gruffly instructed him to tell the Indians to abandon the revolt and ask God to forgive them. The Indians scoffed at the message.


Finally, Otermín had to make a decision. Rather than perish of thirst and starvation, the Spanish decided to attempt to fight their way out of the palace at dawn. Otermín advanced with a small force of handpicked soldiers and caught the Indians by surprise. Although the rebels numbered about 1,500 warriors, the Spanish claimed to have slain 300, captured 47, and temporarily driven away the rest.


During a lull in the battle, the Spanish left their fortification for water and led the weakened livestock out to the ruined fields to scrounge for food. They saw the extent of the devastation the Indians had wrought. With their possessions destroyed, homes burned, and crops ravaged, they knew they could not survive the winter in Santa Fe. On August 21, 1680, Otermín signed an affidavit that he and the remaining Santa Fe settlers would abandon the villa. The party divided all clothing, food, and livestock among the sorrowful families and, in military formation, marched southward down El Camino Real, the route their optimistic ancestors had taken into New Mexico 82 years earlier.


The Spanish had lost 21 clergymen and between 380 and 400 settlers—a devastating blow to the new colony. At least 20 more were missing, either left behind as captives or in hiding from the Indians. Many, including Otermín himself, were wounded. The disheartened band headed downriver toward El Paso, joined on the way by other terrified settlers and Indians who had befriended the Spanish and feared for their lives. Otermín, stunned by the defeat, vowed to reconquer the territory and led two unsuccessful expeditions. In 1683, his term as governor ended.


After Otermín, other Spanish conquistadors attempted to reclaim New Mexico, but the Indians rebuffed them all. Spain viewed the loss of the territory as an embarrassment. The Indians ruled New Mexico for 12 years, during which time they attempted, with wide success, to obliterate all traces of the European settlers and their religion. They destroyed most of the Spanish buildings and replaced them with cornfields, saving only the Casas Reales. (The walls and foundation of San Miguel Mission—New Mexico’s oldest church—also remained.) Indians burned the Spanish records, crosses, and other traces of the foreigners. Some moved into the Casas Reales, modifying it to suit their needs. Some historians believe that they also built a pueblo on the Plaza.


When things settled down, many of the Indians left Santa Fe and returned to their home pueblos. The Indian coalition dissolved, despite the efforts of some leaders to keep it together. In 1690, the king of Spain appointed Diego de Vargas to be New Mexico’s new governor. Vargas agreed to reclaim the territory for Spain at his own expense. Vargas traced his family back to a famous senator of imperial Rome and believed he had the necessary military and organizational skills, along with the requisite courage, to face the Indians and succeed. He planned a two-stage reconquest: first a military presence and then the return of the settlers.


i City workers excavating in the parking lot beside the old Sweeney Convention Center, prior to constructing the new convention center, recently made a surprising find—buried pottery shards and other pre-Columbian artifacts. They suggest that an Ancestral Puebloan pueblo stood in what is now downtown Santa Fe more than 200 years before the first Spanish colonists arrived.


THE SPANISH RETURN


On September 13, 1692, at 4 a.m., Vargas and a band of 40 Spanish soldiers and 50 Indian allies arrived at the pueblo that had once been Santa Fe. Vargas had given the order: No one was to fire a shot unless and until he himself so signaled. The Spanish approached the palace in the early morning darkness, crying in unison, “Glory to the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar!” With the help of Spanish soldiers who spoke the languages of the different pueblos, Vargas told the Indians that he had come in peace to pardon them and accept their obedience to God and the king of Spain. The Indians initially refused to acquiesce. Vargas instructed his men to encircle the stronghold, positioning himself in front of the main gate. Taking his cue from Otermín’s experience, he ordered his men to shut off the acequia that allowed water to flow into the fortification. The Spaniards then brought forward the cannon they’d hauled all the way from El Paso, and pointed it at the pueblo wall. The Indians began to surrender.


As the native leaders tentatively appeared, Vargas climbed down from his horse to embrace them. They invited Vargas and his men inside the palace. The Franciscans celebrated mass, absolved the Indians of their “sins,” and baptized the children born since 1680. This is the peaceful reconquest that the historic Santa Fe Fiesta celebrates, a credit to Vargas’s faith in God and in himself. However, the story was far from over.


Vargas and his men returned to Mexico and came back with 70 families of settlers, about 800 people. They left El Paso in mid-October 1693 and got to Santa Fe on December 16 after camping in snow and bitter cold for two weeks. With them, they brought the statue of the Virgin, La Conquistadora, home to Santa Fe to stay. This time the Indians declined to abandon their home and its food supplies, and a fierce battle ensued. Vargas and his men succeeded in seizing the Casas Reales. Vargas ordered the execution of 70 of the Indian defenders he had captured. Some 400 others became slaves to the Spanish for 10 years. It took the Spanish conquistadors years of battle to subdue the rest of New Mexico, but by 1696 they had reconquered all the pueblos. The longest and most successful uprising of Native Americans against foreign colonists had ended and Spanish rule was reestablished. Twenty-six Spanish governors followed Vargas. Some represented Spain with honor, wisdom, and integrity; others with ignorance and corruption. All faced hardships in managing a poor isolated colony besieged by raids from Apache, Navajo, and other Indians and requiring almost constant support from the mother country.


18TH-CENTURY SANTA FE


Although New Mexico’s reinstated Spanish government and settlers faced many of the same problems as before, the encomienda system never functioned again. New Mexico’s new Spanish rulers abandoned attempts to integrate the Pueblo Indians into Spanish society, probably causing relief on both sides. The Indians and the friars made peace; as long as the Indians officially professed to be Christians, the friars generally ignored their ceremonial dances and other non-Christian rituals.


In 1712 the residents of Santa Fe established a fiesta to celebrate Vargas’s initial re-entry into the city. Santa Fe’s defensive walls came down, and some settlers moved to homes along the Santa Fe River to protect their fields from animals and marauding neighbors. Like most villages in New Spain, Santa Fe struggled to survive during the 18th century, with the settlers fighting poverty, disease, and the whims of the weather. But life wasn’t all hard work, even on the frontier. People loved the fandangos, or social dances. Utilitarian folk arts of many kinds flourished, in part because of the colony’s isolation from manufactured products. Spain discouraged foreign trade, and as a result, many New Mexicans learned crafts such as folk painting, weaving, and wood carving, which they refined over generations.


Almost continuous raids by the Comanches, Apaches, Navajos, and Utes against both the Pueblo Indians and the Spanish settlements marked life in 18th-century Santa Fe. The Spanish launched frequent campaigns of reprisal and retaliation; their attacks in turn prompted revenge attacks, and the cycle continued. Frontiersman Juan Bautista de Anza, governor of New Mexico from 1778 to 1787, made peace with the Comanches, a happy condition that continued through 1794.


Santa Fe, along with Taos, Pecos, and Abiquiú, hosted annual trade fairs to allow the Spanish and the nomadic Indians to exchange goods. The barter system still ran strong, but by the end of the century money had begun to circulate in New Mexico, and Santa Fe, as the capital, led the trend.


i In Down the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico, Susan Shelby Magoffin tells of her experience as the first white American woman to come to Santa Fe. She traveled in a private carriage heavy with books and included two servant boys in her entourage. Less than a dozen American women crossed the trail in its first 25 years of existence.


The Louisiana Purchase in 1803 signaled the beginning of the end of Spanish control over New Mexico. The purchase inspired U.S. residents to move westward. American trappers had trespassed in the territory for decades, but in 1805 Zebulon Pike led a group of explorers westward into New Mexico under direct orders from President Thomas Jefferson. The Spanish authorities arrested Pike and jailed him in Santa Fe. The governor treated Pike to dinner, outfitted him in new clothes, and sent him down to Durango, Mexico, where he was further questioned and released. He later wrote about his adventures, fueling curiosity about New Mexico and Santa Fe.


For almost 300 years, El Camino Real had been the major thoroughfare for missionaries, colonists, soldiers, and commercial caravans into New Mexico. But that was about to change.


The longest of America’s trails, El Camino Real ran 1,200 miles from Santa Fe to Mexico City. Until the opening of the Santa Fe Trail, it was virtually Santa Fe’s only link to the outside world. The passage from Mexico to Santa Fe took months and put the travelers in danger; in addition to severe natural forces, the fear of attack by Indians was ever present. Once they arrived in Santa Fe, the Mexican caravans would pause several weeks or months, buying local products with which to return south. Beginning about 1709, the caravans became annual events from Chihuahua, and the northern part of El Camino Real became known as the Camino de Chihuahua.


THE MEXICAN PERIOD


In the late 18th century, Spain, preoccupied with the Napoleonic War, lost its grip on its New World colonies. In 1821 Mexico gained its independence from Spain, and New Mexico, then part of Mexico, came along with it. Although Mexican independence had little initial effect, the winds of change again swept over Santa Fe with hurricane force.


Santa Fe remained the provincial capital during Mexican rule, as it had during centuries of Spanish authority. With a population of almost 5,100 at the turn of the 19th century, Santa Fe was the official seat of government for a territory that stretched to Arizona and included parts of Colorado and Utah. Conflict with Indians and lack of adequate finances continued, and the understaffed and underfunded Mexican government provided even less to New Mexico than had Spain.


Albuquerque-born Manuel Armijo, who served as New Mexico’s governor during most of the Mexican period, became one of the most colorful and controversial figures in the state’s history. Some scholars regard him as a cowardly scoundrel; others characterize him as a pragmatic leader and successful administrator.
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