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Introduction

In 1906, a young soldier named Douglas MacArthur received some thrilling news: he’d been chosen to serve as an assistant to the president, Theodore Roosevelt. The job turned out to be rather boring, with MacArthur mostly helping at White House dinners and enduring the hectoring of self-important congressmen. Still, the setting—and the boss—made up for it. MacArthur marveled at Roosevelt’s intelligence, his energy, his certainty. A few times, in quiet moments, they talked about foreign policy, but one day MacArthur raised a domestic concern. What, the soldier asked, explained Roosevelt’s political success? To Roosevelt, the answer was simple: the people loved him, he said, because he “put into words what is in their hearts and minds but not their mouths.”

This skill—of identifying and focusing on the right problems, of describing their significance and arguing for the right solutions, of writing and writing well—has always been essential to the presidency. In essays and addresses, Roosevelt coined phrases that still mark his era more than a century later: the “strenuous life,” the “square deal,” the muckrakers of the press and their opposite, “the man in the arena.” Most presidents have tried to do this, though not always with Roosevelt’s success. The presidency is a position won through words, defined through words, and carried out through words. America’s chief executives have talked and written their way into the White House; once there, they’ve explained not just their policies but their own role as president, often expanding that role’s powers along the way; after they depart, they usually reflect on the experience, defending their choices and sharing what it felt like to lead.

This anthology, for the first time, collects the best and most important examples of each of these kinds of writing: campaign, presidential, and postpresidential. It contains the story of America, told by the presidents themselves.



That story, like most stories from history, is one of continuity and change. Certain themes emerge, with even the most famous speeches finding new meanings or fresh connections—so that George Washington’s Farewell Address leads to Ulysses S. Grant’s defense of the Fifteenth Amendment, which leads to Lyndon B. Johnson’s call to pass a Voting Rights Act that would make this amendment actually mean something, which leads to Barack Obama’s address, fifty years on, that shows how the amendment has been weakened once again.

One theme that spans this anthology is how presidents campaign. During the eighteenth century, and for long stretches of the nineteenth, candidates did not go out and stump. In keeping quiet they followed Washington’s example, proving their fitness for the office by proving their lack of interest in it. This changed, of course, but slowly, with candidates getting involved through campaign biographies and published letters, then front-porch speeches and bestselling books. Technology was changing, too, with new forms supplementing (if never quite replacing) old ones: from newspapers to widely affordable books, from the telegraph and the locomotive to newsreels and radio, television and Twitter.I Each form encouraged its own style of writing, but they all seemed to benefit from the same basic material: a charming backstory, a big idea, a clever bit of symbolism linking the two. Seeing candidates sell their ideas, and seeing them sell themselves, reveals much about America and its desires.

Another theme is how presidents govern. The Constitution—itself a piece of writing—provides few details about the presidency and its powers. It has fallen to the presidents themselves to describe their job and then to do it. They have pursued both steps aggressively through writing—through the “bully pulpit,” to use another of Roosevelt’s phrases.

One can see this expansion of executive power in the State of the Union address, which has grown from a written progress report to a detailed and executive-driven platform, delivered in prime time with a “STATE OF THE UNION” chyron flashing underneath. (While that name didn’t stick until the twentieth century, this anthology calls all annual addresses “State of the Unions”; for more on such modernizing, see the Note on Texts, Sources, and Permissions on page 461.) One can see this expansion in impromptu remarks, in prepared statements, in inaugural addresses or addresses that mourn a tragedy or dedicate a place. Every speech or statement is an opportunity to demonstrate and enact executive power. “There have been periods of our history,” Woodrow Wilson once wrote, “when presidential messages were utterly without practical significance, perfunctory documents which few persons except the editors of newspapers took the trouble to read.” This changed because of presidential writing, and presidential writing changed because of this.

One can also see this expansion in the content of presidential writing—in the evolution of foreign policy, to choose another prominent theme. While the Constitution does dwell on the role of commander in chief, that role has shifted as America has shifted, from a provincial nation with no standing army to a postatomic superpower. America’s foreign policy has shifted as well, moving from the isolationism of Washington’s Farewell Address to the durability of the Monroe Doctrine and then the violent revisions of the twentieth century: World War I, World War II, the Cold War. These shifts occurred on the battlefield, but they occurred in the bully pulpit, too.

Another theme is how presidents view history. America’s politicians have long specialized in using history to justify their decisions or to push new policies. (Grant invoked Washington in his statement on the Fifteenth Amendment because Grant wanted to tie it to, in his phrase, the “Father of his country.”) Presidents have analyzed the writing of their predecessors, theorizing about what makes an effective address. They have tried to write history themselves, privately in diaries and unpublished manuscripts and publicly in presidential memoirs. Here especially one can feel the human side of the presidency, though it exists in each kind of writing. In this anthology, presidents open up about a key battle in the Revolutionary War, about the assassination of other presidents, about the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Taken together, these excerpts show how autobiography has changed across the centuries—and just as much how the self has changed, the auto in autobiography.

The self remains an alluring concept for most presidents. It is how they see the world, and it is how they see history. In his own presidential memoirs, Harry S. Truman wrote about his lifelong love of history—a favorite high school teacher, a beloved set of books, a standing appointment at his local library. But Truman also wrote about how history worked, to his mind, at least: “It takes men to make history or there would be no history. History does not make the man.”

Another way to say this is that it takes presidents to write history—to end a war “with malice toward none,” to begin a war on “a date which will live in infamy,” to urge another leader to “tear down this wall.”



And yet history does make the man. There are forces and contexts that no president can escape—something proven by the fact that so many leaders have tried and failed to escape them.

One example is America’s current partisan moment and the limits it puts on a president’s ability to persuade. While most presidents have attempted to address the entire nation—to channel Roosevelt, to “put into words what is in their hearts and minds but not their mouths”—their modern speeches have sometimes backfired. The president may be the only official elected by the entire nation, but when a president of one party takes a stand, it compels the other party to take the opposite stand. This reality has altered the goals of presidential writing—from persuading America to persuading half of it, from shifting public opinion to organizing a party’s agenda, setting its biggest issues, and defining its greatest enemies.

Still, even recent presidents have kept trying to describe and shape America’s values, to put into words what the nation is and what it should be. It is this lasting impulse that most unifies these presidential texts. What is America? Who is America for? What will America become? For more than two centuries, different presidents have offered different answers. Sometimes, these answers have been paradoxical or even dishonorable, including Thomas Jefferson’s views on Black Americans and Andrew Jackson’s on Native Americans—“those children of the forest,” in another bully pulpit phrase.

But this, the good and the bad, is the story of America, told by the presidents themselves. Their words live in two senses, as this anthology makes clear. A president’s words represent an account of America, of history rendered in language. But they also represent action and power—their words are history, the thing itself.

I. One thing that hasn’t changed is ghostwriting. While some pieces in this anthology came from a speechwriter (or several speechwriters), they were published or declaimed under the name of the president, usually after that president offered detailed guidance and careful review. The history of ghostwriting in America is as old as the history of America itself. Just take John Adams’s word for it: “If I could persuade my friend Rush,” he once wrote, “or perhaps my friend Jefferson, to write such a thing for me, I know not why I might not transcribe it as Washington did so often. Borrowed eloquence, if it contains as good stuff, is as good as own eloquence.”






GEORGE WASHINGTON From His Notes for an Early Biographer
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“They then from every little rising tree, stump, stone, and bush kept up a constant galling fire”




George Washington was a general and a president, but he was not a writer—not in his own mind, at least. After the Revolutionary War, David Humphreys, one of Washington’s aides-de-camp, urged him to write an autobiography. “I am conscious of a defective education,” Washington replied, “and want of capacity to fit me for such an undertaking.” Humphreys turned to a biography of Washington instead, convincing his subject to answer some key questions. Washington wrote eleven pages in the third person, the closest he ever came to telling his own story. This passage describes part of the French and Indian War: Washington’s defeat at Fort Necessity in 1754, and his early bristling at the British treatment of American troops.



About 9 o’clock on the 3rd of July, the enemy advanced with shouts and dismal Indian yells to our entrenchments, but was opposed by so warm, spirited, and constant a fire, that to force the works in that way was abandoned by them. They then from every little rising tree, stump, stone, and bush kept up a constant galling fire upon us, which was returned in the best manner we could till late in the afternoon, when there fell the most tremendous rain that can be conceived—filled our trenches with water, wet not only the ammunition in the cartouche boxes and firelocks but that which was in a small temporary stockade in the middle of the entrenchment called Fort Necessity, erected for the sole purpose of its security and that of the few stores we had, and left us nothing but a few (for all were not provided with them) bayonets for defense.

In this situation, with no prospect of bettering it, terms of capitulation were offered to us by the enemy which with some alterations that were insisted upon were the more readily acceded to, as we had no salt provisions, and but indifferently supplied with fresh foods, which, from the heat of the weather, would not keep, and because a full third of our numbers, officers as well as privates were, by this time, killed or wounded. The next morning, we marched out with the honors of war, but were plundered, contrary to the articles of capitulation, of great part of our baggage by the savages. Our sick and wounded were left with a detachment under the care and command of the worthy Doctor Craik (for he was not only surgeon to the regiment but a lieutenant therein) with such necessities as we could collect, and the remains of the regiment and the detachment of regulars took up their line for the interior country.…

In this manner the winter was employed, when advice was received of the force destined for this service under the orders of General Braddock and the arrival of Sir Jonathan St. Clair, the quartermaster general, with some new arrangement of rank by which no officer who did not immediately derive his commission from the king could command one who did. This was too degrading for George Washington to submit to; accordingly, he resigned his military employment, determining to serve the next campaign as a volunteer.






GEORGE WASHINGTON First Inaugural Address (1789)
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“I was summoned by my country”




As America’s first president, Washington set many lasting precedents, including the delivery of an inaugural address after taking the oath of office. Another precedent was the use of ghostwriters. For Washington’s first inaugural, which he gave on April 30, 1789, David Humphreys tried and failed to write a draft; most of the final prose seems to have come from James Madison. While Humphreys stuffed his version with specific proposals, Washington and Madison chose a broader, thematic approach, a speech that aligned with Washington’s most lasting precedent of all: that the president should be a humble figure, an executive who deferred to the legislature on domestic issues, who was reluctantly called to serve.



Among the vicissitudes incident to life, no event could have filled me with greater anxieties than that of which the notification was transmitted by your order, and received on the fourteenth day of the present month. On the one hand, I was summoned by my country, whose voice I can never hear but with veneration and love, from a retreat which I had chosen with the fondest predilection and, in my flattering hopes, with an immutable decision as the asylum of my declining years; a retreat which was rendered every day more necessary as well as more dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my health to the gradual waste committed on it by time. On the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice of my country called me, being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most experienced of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny into his qualifications, could not but overwhelm with despondence one who, inheriting inferior endowments from nature and unpracticed in the duties of civil administration, ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions, all I dare aver is that it has been my faithful study to collect my duty from a just appreciation of every circumstance by which it might be affected. All I dare hope is that if in executing this task I have been too much swayed by a grateful remembrance of former instances, or by an affectionate sensibility to this transcendent proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, and have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well as disinclination for the weighty and untried cares before me, my error will be palliated by the motives which misled me, and its consequences be judged by my country with some share of the partiality in which they originated.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to the public summons, repaired to the present station, it would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first official act my fervent supplications to that Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, that his benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United States a government instituted by themselves for these essential purposes, and may enable every instrument employed in its administration to execute with success the functions allotted to his charge. In tendering this homage to the Great Author of every public and private good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not less than my own; nor those of my fellow-citizens at large, less than either. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand which conducts the affairs of men more than the people of the United States. Every step by which they have advanced to the character of an independent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token of providential agency. And in the important revolution just accomplished in the system of their united government, the tranquil deliberations and voluntary consent of so many distinct communities, from which the event has resulted, cannot be compared with the means by which most governments have been established without some return of pious gratitude along with a humble anticipation of the future blessings which the past seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of the present crisis, have forced themselves too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You will join with me I trust in thinking that there are none under the influence of which the proceedings of a new and free government can more auspiciously commence.

By the article establishing the executive department, it is made the duty of the president “to recommend to your consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” The circumstances under which I now meet you will acquit me from entering into that subject further than to refer to the great constitutional charter under which you are assembled, and which, in defining your powers, designates the objects to which your attention is to be given. It will be more consistent with those circumstances, and far more congenial with the feelings which actuate me, to substitute in place of a recommendation of particular measures the tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism which adorn the characters selected to devise and adopt them. In these honorable qualifications, I behold the surest pledges that as on one side, no local prejudices or attachments, no separate views, nor party animosities will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which ought to watch over this great assemblage of communities and interests; so, on another, that the foundations of our national policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private morality and the pre-eminence of free government, be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affections of its citizens, and command the respect of the world.

I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction which an ardent love for my country can inspire since there is no truth more thoroughly established than that there exists in the economy and course of nature an indissoluble union between virtue and happiness, between duty and advantage, between the genuine maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy and the solid rewards of public prosperity and felicity; since we ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained; and since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of government are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people.

Besides the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it will remain with your judgment to decide how far an exercise of the occasional power delegated by the Fifth Article of the Constitution is rendered expedient at the present juncture by the nature of objections which have been urged against the system, or by the degree of inquietude which has given birth to them.

Instead of undertaking particular recommendations on this subject, in which I could be guided by no lights derived from official opportunities, I shall again give way to my entire confidence in your discernment and pursuit of the public good. For I assure myself that while you carefully avoid every alteration which might endanger the benefits of a united and effective government, or which ought to await the future lessons of experience, a reverence for the characteristic rights of freemen and a regard for the public harmony will sufficiently influence your deliberations on the question how far the former can be more impregnably fortified, or the latter be safely and advantageously promoted.

To the preceding observations I have one to add, which will be most properly addressed to the House of Representatives. It concerns myself and will therefore be as brief as possible. When I was first honored with a call into the service of my country, then on the eve of an arduous struggle for its liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty required that I should renounce every pecuniary compensation. From this resolution I have in no instance departed. And being still under the impressions which produced it, I must decline as inapplicable to myself any share in the personal emoluments which may be indispensably included in a permanent provision for the executive department, and must accordingly pray that the pecuniary estimates for the station in which I am placed may, during my continuance in it, be limited to such actual expenditures as the public good may be thought to require.

Having thus imparted to you my sentiments, as they have been awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall take my present leave, but not without resorting once more to the benign Parent of the human race, in humble supplication that since He has been pleased to favor the American people with opportunities for deliberating in perfect tranquility and dispositions for deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a form of government, for the security of their union and the advancement of their happiness, so His divine blessing may be equally conspicuous in the enlarged views, the temperate consultations, and the wise measures on which the success of this government must depend.






GEORGE WASHINGTON Farewell Address (1796)
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“The baneful effects of the spirit of party”




Washington considered retiring after one term, and in 1792 he had Madison draft a statement announcing his departure. Madison and a few others convinced Washington to seek a second term, but the president returned to the statement in 1796. This time, he asked Alexander Hamilton for help with a longer version. Washington still shaped the ideas, the structure, even the tone—“a plain style,” he told Hamilton. The final text ran in virtually every American newspaper, allowing Washington to make the case for national unity and to outline the looming threats to that unity: geographical schisms, international meddling, and especially “the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party.”



The period for a new election of a citizen to administer the executive government of the United States being not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must be employed in designating the person who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public voice, that I should now apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to decline being considered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be made.

I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to be assured that this resolution has not been taken without a strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his country; and that in withdrawing the tender of service which silence in my situation might imply I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for your future interest, no deficiency of grateful respect for your past kindness, but am supported by a full conviction that the step is compatible with both.

The acceptance of and continuance hitherto in the office to which your suffrages have twice called me have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty, and to a deference for what appeared to be your desire. I constantly hoped that it would have been much earlier in my power, consistently with motives, which I was not at liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement from which I had been reluctantly drawn. The strength of my inclination to do this, previous to the last election, had even led to the preparation of an address to declare it to you, but mature reflection on the then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of persons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea.

I rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty or propriety, and am persuaded, whatever partiality may be retained for my services, that in the present circumstances of our country you will not disapprove my determination to retire.

The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous trust were explained on the proper occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only say that I have with good intentions contributed towards the organization and administration of the government, the best exertions of which a very fallible judgment was capable. Not unconscious, in the outset, of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself, and every day the increasing weight of years admonishes me more and more that the shade of retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circumstances have given peculiar value to my services, they were temporary, I have the consolation to believe that while choice and prudence invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not forbid it.

In looking forward to the moment which is intended to terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country for the many honors it has conferred upon me; still more for the steadfast confidence with which it has supported me, and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable attachment by services faithful and persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our country from these services, let it always be remembered to your praise, and as an instructive example in our annals, that under circumstances in which the passions, agitated in every direction, were liable to mislead; amidst appearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging; in situations in which not infrequently want of success has countenanced the spirit of criticism, the constancy of your support was the essential prop of the efforts and a guarantee of the plans by which they were effected.

Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall carry it with me to my grave as a strong incitement to unceasing vows that heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence; that your union and brotherly affection may be perpetual; that the free Constitution, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly maintained; that its administration in every department may be stamped with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the happiness of the people of these states, under the auspices of liberty, may be made complete by so careful a preservation and so prudent a use of this blessing as will acquire to them the glory of recommending it to the applause, the affection, and adoption of every nation which is yet a stranger to it.

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me on an occasion like the present to offer to your solemn contemplation and to recommend to your frequent review some sentiments which are the result of much reflection of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me all important to the permanency of your felicity as a people. These will be offered to you with the more freedom, so you can only see in them the disinterested warnings of a parting friend who can possibly have no personal motive to bias his counsel. Nor can I forget, as an encouragement to it, your indulgent reception of my sentiments on a former and not dissimilar occasion.

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment.

The unity of government, which constitutes you one people, is also now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad, of your safety, of your prosperity, of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee that from different causes and from different quarters much pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth, as this is the point in your political fortress against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and unmovable attachment to it, accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity, watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety, discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest. Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriotism, more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and political principles. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together; the independence and liberty you possess are the work of joint councils and joint efforts, of common dangers, sufferings, and successes.

But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to your sensibility, are greatly outweighed by those which apply more immediately to your interest. Here every portion of our country finds the most commanding motives for carefully guarding and preserving the union of the whole.

The north, in an unrestrained intercourse with the south, protected by the equal laws of a common government, finds in the productions of the latter great additional resources of maritime and commercial enterprise and precious materials of manufacturing industry. The south in the same intercourse, benefitting by the agency of the north, sees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand. Turning partly into its own channels the seamen of the north, it finds its particular navigation invigorated, and while it contributes, in different ways, to nourish and increase the general mass of the national navigation, it looks forward to the protection of a maritime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. The east, in a like intercourse with the west, already finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior communications by land and water will more and more find, a valuable vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. The west derives from the east supplies requisite to its growth and comfort, and what is perhaps of still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own productions to the weight, influence, and the future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the union, directed by an indissoluble community of interest as one nation. Any other tenure by which the west can hold this essential advantage, whether derived from its own separate strength or from an apostate and unnatural connection with any foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.

While then every part of our country thus feels an immediate and particular interest in union, all the parts combined cannot fail to find in the united mass of means and efforts greater strength, greater resource, proportionally greater security from external danger, a less frequent interruption of their peace by foreign nations; and, what is of inestimable value, they must derive from union an exemption from those broils and wars between themselves which so frequently afflict neighboring countries, not tied together by the same government, which their own rivalships alone would be sufficient to produce, but which opposite foreign alliances, attachments and intrigues would stimulate and embitter. Hence likewise they will avoid the necessity of those overgrown military establishments which under any form of government are inauspicious to liberty and which are to be regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty; in this sense it is that your union ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear to you the preservation of the other.

These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting and virtuous mind and exhibit the continuance of the union as a primary object of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt, whether a common government can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere speculation in such a case were criminal. We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of governments for the respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well worth a fair and full experiment. With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affecting all parts of our country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of those who in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its bands.

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our union, it occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical discriminations—northern and southern, Atlantic and western—whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients of party to acquire influence, within particular districts, is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heartburnings which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The inhabitants of our western country have lately had a useful lesson on this head: they have seen, in the negotiation by the executive and in the unanimous ratification by the Senate of the treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that event throughout the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded were the suspicions propagated among them of a policy in the general government and in the Atlantic states unfriendly to their interests in regard to the Mississippi; they have been witnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain and that with Spain, which secure to them everything they could desire in respect to our foreign relations towards confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely for the preservation of these advantages on the union by which they were procured? Will they not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there are, who would sever them from their brethren and connect them with aliens?

To the efficacy and permanency of your union, a government for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, however strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute; they must inevitably experience the infractions and interruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of this momentous truth, you have improved upon your first essay, by the adoption of a constitution of government better calculated than your former for an intimate union and for the efficacious management of your common concerns. This government, the offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon full investigation and mature deliberation, completely free in its principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting security with energy, and containing within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence and your support. Respect for its authority, compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter their constitutions of government. But the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of the people to establish government presupposes the duty of every individual to obey the established government.

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associations under whatever plausible character with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle and of fatal tendency. They serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force, to put in the place of the delegated will of the nation, the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the community, and, according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans digested by common councils and modified by mutual interests.

However combinations or associations of the above description may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of time and things to become potent engines by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.

Towards the preservation of your government and the permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite not only that you steadily discountenance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority, but also that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, however specious the pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect in the forms of the Constitution alterations which will impair the energy of the system and thus to undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all the changes to which you may be invited, remember that time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the true character of governments as of other human institutions; that experience is the surest standard by which to test the real tendency of the existing constitution of a country; that facility in changes upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion exposes to perpetual change, from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember especially that for the efficient management of your common interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a government of as much vigor as is consistent with the perfect security of liberty is indispensable. Liberty itself will find in such a government, with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a name where the government is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each member of the society within the limits prescribed by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of person and property.

I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the state, with particular reference to the founding of them on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more comprehensive view and warn you in the most solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of party, generally.

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, having its root in the strongest passions of the human mind. It exists under different shapes in all governments, more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed, but in those of the popular form it is seen in its greatest rankness and is truly their worst enemy.

The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissension, which in different ages and countries has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal and permanent despotism. The disorders and miseries which result gradually incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the absolute power of an individual, and sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction more able or more fortunate than his competitors turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of public liberty.

Without looking forward to the extremity of this kind (which nevertheless ought not to be entirely out of sight), the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain it.

It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration. It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which find a facilitated access to the government itself through the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.

There is an opinion that parties in free countries are useful checks upon the administration of the government and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This within certain limits is probably true, and in governments of a monarchical cast patriotism may look with indulgence if not with favor upon the spirit of party. But in those of the popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural tendency, it is certain there will always be enough of that spirit for every salutary purpose. And there being constant danger of excess, the effort ought to be by force of public opinion to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of warming, it should consume.

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country should inspire caution in those entrusted with its administration to confine themselves within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one department to encroach upon another. The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in one and thus to create, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it which predominates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, by dividing and distributing it into different depositories and constituting each the guardian of the public weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and modern, some of them in our country and under our own eyes. To preserve them must be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion of the people, the distribution or modification of the constitutional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in the way which the Constitution designates. But let there be no change by usurpation, for though this in one instance may be the instrument of good, it is the customary weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit which the use can at any time yield.

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.

It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government. The rule indeed extends with more or less force to every species of free government. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be enlightened.

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace but remembering also that timely disbursements to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater disbursements to repel it; avoiding likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to your representatives, but it is necessary that public opinion should cooperate. To facilitate to them the performance of their duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in mind that towards the payment of debts there must be revenue, that to have revenue there must be taxes, that no taxes can be devised which are not more or less inconvenient and unpleasant, that the intrinsic embarrassment inseparable from the selection of the proper objects (which is always a choice of difficulties) ought to be a decisive motive for a candid construction of the conduct of the government in making it and for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies may at any time dictate.

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations, cultivate peace and harmony with all; religion and morality enjoin this conduct and can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period a great nation to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt that in the course of time and things the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it? Can it be that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The experiment at least is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas! Is it rendered impossible by its vices?

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations, and passionate attachments for others, should be excluded; and that, in place of them, just and amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated. The nation which indulges towards another a habitual hatred or a habitual fondness is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each more readily to offer insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. Hence frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed and bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill will and resentment, sometimes impels to war the government, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The government sometimes participates in the national propensity and adopts through passion what reason would reject; at other times, it makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations has been the victim.

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common interest in cases where no real common interest exists and infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, without adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to concessions to the favorite nation of privileges denied to others, which is apt doubly to injure the nation making the concessions, by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have been retained and by exciting jealousy, ill will, and a disposition to retaliate in the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld; and it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation) facility to betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country without odium, sometimes even with popularity, gilding with the appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation a commendable deference for public opinion or a laudable zeal for public good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or infatuation.

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How many opportunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice the acts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the public councils! Such an attachment of a small or weak towards a great and powerful nation dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter.

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens), the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake since history and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican government. But that jealousy to be useful must be impartial, else it becomes the instrument of the very influence to be avoided instead of a defense against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign nation, and excessive dislike for another, cause those whom they actuate to see danger only on one side and serve to veil and even second the arts of influence of the other. Real patriots, who may resist the intrigues of the favorite, are liable to become suspected and odious, while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is in extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop.

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have none or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities.

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we remain one people under an efficient government, the period is not far off when we may defy material injury from external annoyance, when we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we may at any time resolve upon to be scrupulously respected, when belligerent nations under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us will not lightly hazard the giving us provocation, when we may choose peace or war as our interest, guided by justice, shall counsel.

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world; so far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it, for let me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore: let those engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But in my opinion it is unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them.

Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments on a respectable defensive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand, neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences; consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversifying by gentle means the streams of commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing with powers so disposed in order to give trade a stable course, to define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the government to support them, conventional rules of intercourse, the best that present circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied as experience and circumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in view that it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another, that it must pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it may accept under that character, that by such acceptance it may place itself in the condition of having given equivalents for nominal favors and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an illusion which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope they will make the strong and lasting impression I could wish, that they will control the usual current of the passions or prevent our nation from running the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations; but if I may even flatter myself that they may be productive of some partial benefit, some occasional good, that they may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism, this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude for your welfare by which they have been dictated.

How far in the discharge of my official duties I have been guided by the principles which have been delineated, the public records and other evidences of my conduct must witness to you and to the world. To myself, the assurance of my own conscience is that I have at least believed myself to be guided by them.

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my Proclamation of the 22nd of April, 1793, is the index to my plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice and by that of your representatives in both houses of Congress, the spirit of that measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or divert me from it.

After deliberate examination with the aid of the best lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to take and was bound in duty and interest to take a neutral position. Having taken it, I determined, as far as should depend upon me, to maintain it with moderation, perseverance, and firmness.

The considerations which respect the right to hold this conduct it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. I will only observe that according to my understanding of the matter that right, so far from being denied by any of the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted by all.

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, without anything more, from the obligation which justice and humanity impose on every nation in cases in which it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace and amity towards other nations.

The inducements of interest for observing that conduct will best be referred to your own reflections and experience. With me, a predominant motive has been to endeavor to gain time to our country to settle and mature its yet recent institutions and to progress without interruption to that degree of strength and consistency which is necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the command of its own fortunes.

Though in reviewing the incidents of my administration, I am unconscious of intentional error, I am nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I may have committed many errors. Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope that my country will never cease to view them with indulgence, and that after forty-five years of my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of rest.

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actuated by that fervent love towards it which is so natural to a man who views in it the native soil of himself and his progenitors for several generations, I anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat in which I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking in the midst of my fellow-citizens the benign influence of good laws under a free government—the ever favorite object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.






JOHN ADAMS From His Autobiography
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“My children may be assured that no illegitimate brother or sister exists”




Washington’s authorial reluctance meant that John Adams was the first president to attempt his memoirs, a process he began a few months after leaving the White House in 1801. Writing an autobiography in this period was much different than in later eras: more formal, less personal, and almost always intended to be published after the subject’s death. While Adams tried to follow these rules, his blunt and impulsive nature often overwhelmed them. Again and again in his unfinished manuscript, Adams would nod to some convention—go light on the youthful anecdotes, say—only to get carried away in the writing of a charming story or bitter political memory. In this excerpt, on his childhood and study at Harvard, one can see Adams’s honesty, emotion, and moral certainty.



My father married Susanna Boylston in October 1734, and on the 19th of October, 1735, I was born. As my parents were both fond of reading, and my father had destined his firstborn long before his birth to a public education, I was very early taught to read at home and at a school of Mrs. Belcher, the mother of Deacon Moses Belcher who lived in the next house on the opposite side of the road. I shall not consume much paper in relating the anecdotes of my youth. I was sent to the public school close by the stone church, then kept by Mr. Joseph Cleverly, who died this year 1802 at the age of ninety. Mr. Cleverly was through his whole life the most indolent man I ever knew, though a tolerable scholar and a gentleman. His inattention to his scholars was such as gave me a disgust to schools, to books, and to study, and I spent my time as idle children do in making and sailing boats and ships upon the ponds and brooks, in making and flying kites, in driving hoops, playing marbles, playing Quoits, wrestling, swimming, skating, and above all in shooting, to which diversion I was addicted to a degree of ardor which I know not that I ever felt for any other business, study, or amusement.

My enthusiasm for sports and inattention to books alarmed my father, and he frequently entered into conversation with me upon the subject. I told him I did not love books and wished he would lay aside the thoughts of sending me to college.

“What would you do, child?”

“Be a farmer.”

“A farmer? Well I will show you what it is to be a farmer. You shall go with me to Penny Ferry tomorrow morning and help me get thatch.”

“I shall be very glad to go, sir.”

Accordingly next morning he took me with him, and with great good humor kept me all day with him at work. At night at home he said, “Well, John, are you satisfied with being a farmer?”

Though the labor had been very hard and very muddy I answered, “I like it very well, sir.”

“Ay, but I don’t like it so well, so you shall go to school today.”

I went but was not so happy as among the creek thatch. My schoolmaster neglected to put me into arithmetic longer than I thought was right, and I resented it. I procured me Cocker’s [Decimal Arithmetic], I believe, and applied myself to it at home alone and went through the whole course, overtook and passed by all the scholars at school without any master at all. I dared not ask my father’s assistance because he would have disliked my inattention to my Latin. In this idle way, I passed on till fourteen and upwards, when I said to my father very seriously I wished he would take me from school and let me go to work upon the farm.

“You know,” said my father, “I have set my heart upon your education at college and why will you not comply with my desire.”

“Sir, I don’t like my schoolmaster. He is so negligent and so cross that I never can learn anything under him. If you will be so good as to persuade Mr. Marsh to take me, I will apply myself to my studies as closely as my nature will admit and go to college as soon as I can be prepared.” Next morning the first I heard was, “John, I have persuaded Mr. Marsh to take you, and you must go to school there today.”

This Mr. Marsh was a son of our former minister of that name who kept a private boarding school but two doors from my father’s. To this school I went where I was kindly treated, and I began to study in earnest. My father soon observed the relaxation of my zeal for my fowling piece and my daily increasing attention to my books. In a little more than a year, Mr. Marsh pronounced me fitted for college. On the day appointed at Cambridge for the examination of candidates for admission, I mounted my horse and called upon Mr. Marsh, who was to go with me.

The weather was dull and threatened rain. Mr. Marsh said he was unwell and afraid to go out. I must therefore go alone. Thunder struck at this unforeseen disappointment, and terrified at the thought of introducing myself to such great men as the president and fellows of a college, I at first resolved to return home. But foreseeing the grief of my father and apprehending he would not only be offended with me but my master, too, whom I sincerely loved, I aroused myself and collected resolution enough to proceed. Although Mr. Marsh had assured me that he had seen one of the tutors the last week and had said to him all that was proper for him to say if he should go to Cambridge; that he was not afraid to trust me to an examination and was confident I should acquit myself well and be honorably admitted, yet I had not the same confidence in myself and suffered a very melancholy journey.

Arrived at Cambridge, I presented myself according to my directions and underwent the usual examination by the president, Mr. Holyoke, and the tutors, Flint, Hancock, Mayhew, and Marsh. Mr. Mayhew, into whose class we were to be admitted, presented me a passage of English to translate into Latin. It was long and casting my eye over it I found several words the Latin for which did not occur to my memory. Thinking that I must translate it without a dictionary, I was in a great fright and expected to be turned by, an event that I dreaded above all things. Mr. Mayhew went into his study and bid me follow him.

“There, child,” said he, “is a dictionary, and there a grammar, and there paper, pen, and ink, and you may take your own time.”

This was joyful news to me, and I then thought my admission safe. The Latin was soon made, and I was declared admitted and a theme given me to write on in the vacation. I was as light when I came home as I had been heavy when I went. My master was well pleased and my parents very happy. I spent the vacation not very profitably, chiefly in reading magazines and a British Apollo. I went to college at the end of it and took the chamber assigned me and my place in the class under Mr. Mayhew. I found some better scholars than myself, particularly Lock, Hemmenway, and Tisdale. The last left college before the end of the first year, and what became of him I know not. Hemmenway still lives a great divine, and Lock has been president of Harvard College, a station for which no man was better qualified. With these I ever lived in friendship, without jealousy or envy. I soon became intimate with them and began to feel a desire to equal them in science and literature. In the sciences, especially mathematics, I soon surpassed them, mainly because, intending to go into the pulpit, they thought divinity and the classics of more importance to them. In literature I never overtook them.

Here it may be proper to recollect something which makes an article of great importance in the life of every man. I was of an amorous disposition and very early from ten or eleven years of age was very fond of the society of females. I had my favorites among the young women and spent many of my evenings in their company, and this disposition, although controlled for seven years after my entrance into college, returned and engaged me too much till I was married.

I shall draw no characters nor give any enumeration of my youthful flames. It would be considered as no compliment to the dead or the living. This I will say: they were all modest and virtuous girls and always maintained this character through life. No virgin or matron ever had cause to blush at the sight of me, or to regret her acquaintance with me. No father, brother, son, or friend ever had cause of grief or resentment for any intercourse between me and any daughter, sister, mother, or any other relation of the female sex. My children may be assured that no illegitimate brother or sister exists or ever existed.

These reflections, to me consolatory beyond all expression, I am able to make with truth and sincerity, and I presume I am indebted for this blessing to my education. My parents held every species of libertinage in such contempt and horror and held up constantly to view such pictures of disgrace, of baseness, and of ruin, that my natural temperament was always overawed by my principles and sense of decorum. This blessing has been rendered the more precious to me as I have seen enough of the effects of a different practice. Corroding reflections through life are the never-failing consequence of illicit amours, in old countries as well as in new countries. The happiness of life depends more upon innocence in this respect than upon all the philosophy of Epicurus, or of Zeno without it. I could write romances or histories as wonderful as romances of what I have known or heard in France, Holland, and England, and all would serve to confirm what I learned in my youth in America: that happiness is lost forever if innocence is lost, at least until a repentance is undergone so severe as to be an overbalance to all the gratifications of licentiousness. Repentance itself cannot restore the happiness of innocence, at least in this life.






JOHN ADAMS From “A Dissertation on the Canon and the Feudal Law” (1765)
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“Liberty must at all hazards be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our Maker”




Adams also published thousands of pages during his lifetime: fiery newspaper essays, dense books of political theory, and pamphlets that were debated before, during, and after the Revolutionary War. One such pamphlet, “A Dissertation on the Canon and the Feudal Law,” first appeared serially in 1765, and in it Adams summarized the character of his fellow Americans. In this excerpt, he celebrates the colonies’ passion for self-education and a free press—two qualities that would ensure their ability to function as an independent nation.



A native of America who cannot read and write is as rare an appearance as a Jacobite or a Roman Catholic—i.e., as rare as a comet or an earthquake. It has been observed that we are all of us lawyers, divines, politicians, and philosophers. And I have good authorities to say that all candid foreigners who have passed through this country and conversed freely with all sorts of people here will allow that they have never seen so much knowledge and civility among the common people in any part of the world. It is true, there has been among us a party for some years, consisting chiefly not of the descendants of the first settlers of this country but of high churchmen and high statesmen imported since, who affect to censure this provision for the education of our youth as a needless expense and an imposition upon the rich in favor of the poor and as an institution productive of idleness and vain speculation among the people whose time and attention it is said ought to be devoted to labor and not to public affairs or to examination into the conduct of their superiors. And certain officers of the crown, and certain other missionaries of ignorance, foppery, servility, and slavery, have been most inclined to countenance and increase the same party. Be it remembered, however, that liberty must at all hazards be supported. We have a right to it, derived from our Maker.

But if we had not, our fathers have earned and bought it for us at the expense of their ease, their estates, their pleasure, and their blood. And liberty cannot be preserved without a general knowledge among the people, who have a right, from the frame of their nature, to knowledge, as their great Creator who does nothing in vain has given them understandings and a desire to know—but besides this they have a right, an indisputable, unalienable, indefeasible divine right to that most dreaded and envied kind of knowledge, I mean of the characters and conduct of their rulers. Rulers are no more than attorneys, agents, and trustees for the people, and if the cause, the interest, and trust is insidiously betrayed or wantonly trifled away the people have a right to revoke the authority that they themselves have deputed and to constitute abler and better agents, attorneys, and trustees.

And the preservation of the means of knowledge, among the lowest ranks, is of more importance to the public than all the property of all the rich men in the country. It is even of more consequence to the rich themselves, and to their posterity. The only question is whether it is a public emolument, and if it is, the rich ought undoubtedly to contribute in the same proportion, as to all other public burdens, i.e. in proportion to their wealth which is secured by public expenses.

But none of the means of information are more sacred or have been cherished with more tenderness and care by the settlers of America than the press. Care has been taken that the art of printing should be encouraged and that it should be easy and cheap and safe for any person to communicate his thoughts to the public. And you, Messieurs Printers, whatever the tyrants of the earth may say of your paper, have done important service to your country, by your readiness and freedom in publishing the speculations of the curious. The stale, impudent insinuations of slander and sedition with which the gormandizers of power have endeavored to discredit your paper are so much the more to your honor; for the jaws of power are always opened to devour, and her arm is always stretched out if possible to destroy, the freedom of thinking, speaking, and writing. And if the public interest, liberty, and happiness have been in danger from the ambition or avarice of any great man or number of great men—whatever may be their politeness, address, learning, ingenuity, and in other respects integrity and humanity—you have done yourselves honor and your country service by publishing and pointing out that avarice and ambition.






THOMAS JEFFERSON From His Autobiography, Including His Draft of the Declaration of Independence
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“When in the course of human events”




Like Adams, Thomas Jefferson started but never completed his memoirs. Jefferson did better at sticking to his era’s autobiographical conventions, focusing on his public actions instead of his private feelings. The one exception came in Jefferson’s rich, behind-the-scenes stories of authorship: how he wrote “A Summary View of the Rights of British America,” the pamphlet that made his name in 1774; how he published Notes on the State of Virginia, the book that contained some of his most controversial opinions; and how he drafted the Declaration of Independence in 1776. This excerpt includes Jefferson’s Declaration draft and his account of how that draft came to be, an account that, in its contradictory blend of assertion and self-deprecation, is fully Jeffersonian.



It appearing in the course of these debates that the colonies of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and South Carolina were not yet matured for falling from the parent stem, but that they were fast advancing to that state, it was thought most prudent to wait a while for them and to postpone the final decision to July 1. But that this might occasion as little delay as possible, a committee was appointed to prepare a declaration of independence. The committee [members] were John Adams, Dr. Franklin, Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston, and myself. Committees were also appointed at the same time to prepare a plan of confederation for the colonies and to state the terms proper to be proposed for foreign alliance.

The committee for drawing the Declaration of Independence desired me to do it. It was accordingly done, and being approved by them, I reported it to the house on Friday the 28th of June, when it was read and ordered to lie on the table. On Monday the 1st of July, the house resolved itself into a committee of the whole and resumed the consideration of the original motion made by the delegates of Virginia, which being again debated through the day was carried in the affirmative by the votes of New Hampshire, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. South Carolina and Pennsylvania voted against it. Delaware having but two members present, they were divided; the delegates for New York declared they were for it themselves and were assured their constituents were for it, but that their instructions having been drawn near a twelvemonth before, when reconciliation was still the general object, they were enjoined by them to do nothing which should impede that object. They therefore thought themselves not justifiable in voting on either side and asked leave to withdraw from the question, which was given them.

The committee rose and reported their resolution to the house. Mr. Edward Rutledge of South Carolina then requested the determination might be put off to the next day, as he believed his colleagues, though they disapproved of the resolution, would then join in it for the sake of unanimity. The ultimate question, whether the house would agree to the resolution of the committee, was accordingly postponed to the next day, when it was again moved and South Carolina concurred in voting for it. In the meantime, a third member had come post from the Delaware counties and turned the vote of that colony in favor of the resolution. Members of a different sentiment attending that morning from Pennsylvania also, their vote was changed, so that the whole twelve colonies who were authorized to vote at all gave their voices for it; and within a few days the convention of New York approved of it and thus supplied the void occasioned by the withdrawing of their delegates from the vote.

Congress proceeded the same day to consider the Declaration of Independence, which had been reported and laid on the table the Friday preceding and on Monday referred to a committee of the whole. The pusillanimous idea that we had friends in England worth keeping terms with still haunted the minds of many. For this reason those passages which conveyed censures on the people of England were struck out, lest they should give them offense. The clause, too, reprobating the enslaving the inhabitants of Africa, was struck out in complaisance to South Carolina and Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the importation of slaves and who on the contrary still wished to continue it. Our northern brethren also, I believe, felt a little tender under those censures; for though their people have very few slaves themselves yet they had been pretty considerable carriers of them to others.

The debates having taken up the greater parts of the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th days of July were in the evening of the last closed. The declaration was reported by the committee, agreed to by the house, and signed by every member present except Mr. [John] Dickinson. As the sentiments of men are known not only by what they receive, but what they reject also, I will state the form of the declaration as originally reported. The parts struck out by Congress shall be distinguished by a black line drawn under them, and those inserted by them shall be placed in [italics]…


A Declaration by the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress Assembled

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with inherent and certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence indeed will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience has shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations begun at a distinguished period and pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty to throw off such government and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to expunge alter their former systems of government. The history of the present king of Great Britain is a history of unremitting repeated injuries and usurpations, among which appears no solitary fact to contradict the uniform tenor of the rest but all have all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this let facts be submitted to a candid world for the truth of which we pledge a faith yet unsullied by falsehood.

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation, till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly and continually for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time after such dissolutions to cause others to be elected, whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise, the state remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states, for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners, refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands.

He has suffered obstructed the administration of justice totally to cease in some of these states by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made our judges dependent on his will alone for the tenure of their offices and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices by a self-assumed power and sent hither swarms of new officers to harass our people and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us in times of peace standing armies and ships of war without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitutions and unacknowledged by our laws, giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation for quartering large bodies of armed troops among us; for protecting them by a mock trial from punishment for any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these states; for cutting off our trade with all parts of the world; for imposing taxes on us without our consent; for depriving us in many cases of the benefits of trial by jury; for transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences; for abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary government and enlarging its boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these states colonies; for taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments; for suspending our own legislatures and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, withdrawing his governors and declaring us out of his allegiance and protection by declaring us out of his protection and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions of existence.

He has incited treasonable insurrections of our fellow-citizens, with the allurements of forfeiture and confiscation of our property.

He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where men should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce. And that this assemblage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people to rise in arms among us and to purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them by murdering the people on whom he also obtruded them, thus paying off former crimes committed against the liberties of one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives of another.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injuries. A prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant is unfit to be the ruler of a free people who mean to be free. Future ages will scarcely believe that the hardiness of one man adventured, within the short compass of twelve years only, to lay a foundation so broad and so undisguised for tyranny over a people fostered and fixed in principles of freedom.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend a an unwarrantable jurisdiction over these our states us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here, no one of which could warrant so strange a pretension that these were effected at the expense of our own blood and treasure, unassisted by the wealth or the strength of Great Britain; that in constituting indeed our several forms of government we had adopted one common king, thereby laying a foundation for perpetual league and amity with them; but that submission to their parliament was no part of our constitution, nor ever in idea, if history may be credited and, we have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity as well as to and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations which were likely to would inevitably interrupt our connection and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity, and when occasions have been given them by the regular course of their laws of removing from their councils the disturbers of our harmony, they have, by their free election, re-established them in power. At this very time too they are permitting their chief magistrate to send over not only soldiers of our common blood, but Scotch and foreign mercenaries to invade and destroy us. These facts have given the last stab to agonizing affection, and manly spirit bids us to renounce forever these unfeeling brethren. We must endeavor to forget our former love for them and to hold them as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. We might have been a free and a great people together, but a communication of grandeur and of freedom it seems is below their dignity. Be it so, since they will have it. The road to happiness and to glory is open to us too. We will tread it apart from them, and We must therefore acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our eternal separation and hold them as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends!

We therefore, the representatives of the United States of America in general Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do in the name and by the authority of the good people of these states reject and renounce all allegiance and subjection to the kings of Great Britain and all the good people of these colonies, others who may hereafter claim by, through, or under them; we utterly dissolve all political connection which may heretofore have subsisted between us and the people or parliament of Great Britain; and finally we do assert and declare these colonies to be free and independent states, colonies solemnly publish and declare that these united colonies are and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown; and that all political connection between them and the state of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved, and that as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.





OEBPS/e9781476788586/xhtml/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title Page


		Introduction


		George Washington

		From His Notes for an Early Biographer


		First Inaugural Address (1789)


		Farewell Address (1796)







		John Adams

		From His Autobiography


		From “A Dissertation on the Canon and the Feudal Law” (1765)







		Thomas Jefferson

		From His Autobiography, Including His Draft of the Declaration of Independence


		From ‘Notes on the State of Virginia’


		First Inaugural Address (1801)


		From His State of the Union (1801)







		James Madison

		From His Notes on the Constitutional Convention


		From an Essay on Benjamin Franklin


		From ‘The Federalist Papers’







		James Monroe

		From His Autobiography


		From His State of the Union (1823)







		John Quincy Adams

		From His Diary, along with Three of His Poems







		Andrew Jackson

		From ‘The Life of Andrew Jackson’


		From His State of the Union (1830)







		Martin Van Buren

		From ‘Inquiry into the Origin and Course of Political Parties’







		James Polk

		From His Diary







		Millard Fillmore

		From His Autobiography







		Abraham Lincoln

		From the Ottawa Debate with Stephen Douglas (1858)


		From His Lecture on Discoveries and Inventions


		An Autobiographical Sketch (1859)


		Remarks at Independence Hall (1861)


		First Inaugural Address (1861)


		Emancipation Proclamation (1863)


		Gettysburg Address (1863)


		Second Inaugural Address (1865)







		Ulysses S. Grant

		From ‘Personal Memoirs’


		Statement on the Ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment (1870)







		James Garfield

		From His “Notes for the Benefit of Biographers”







		Chester Arthur

		From His State of the Union (1881)







		Grover Cleveland

		Address at the Statue of Liberty (1886)







		Benjamin Harrison

		From ‘This Country of Ours’







		William McKinley

		From His Address at the Pan-American Exposition (1901)







		Theodore Roosevelt

		From His State of the Union (1901)


		Address on the “New Nationalism” (1910)


		From His Remarks in Milwaukee (1912)


		From His Autobiography







		William Howard Taft

		From ‘Our Chief Magistrate and His Powers’







		Woodrow Wilson

		From ‘Congressional Government’


		From His Lecture on History and Leadership


		First Inaugural Address (1913)


		Address on Tariffs (1913)


		Address on Women’s Suffrage (1916)


		From His Address on War with Germany (1917)







		Warren Harding

		Remarks at Yellowstone Park (1923)







		Calvin Coolidge

		Address to the Massachusetts State Senate (1914)


		Address Welcoming Home Charles Lindbergh (1927)


		From His Autobiography







		Herbert Hoover

		From ‘The Ordeal of Woodrow Wilson’







		Franklin D. Roosevelt

		Review of Claude Bowers’s ‘Jefferson and Hamilton’ (1925)


		First Inaugural Address (1933)


		Fireside Chat on the Banking System (1933)


		From His Fireside Chat on the War in Europe (1940)


		From His State of the Union (1941)


		Address on Pearl Harbor (1941)







		Harry S. Truman

		From ‘Memoirs’


		Statement on the Dropping of the Atomic Bomb (1945)


		From His Address on Greece and Turkey (1947)







		Dwight Eisenhower

		From ‘Crusade in Europe’


		From His Address on the Soviet Union (1953)


		Farewell Address (1961)


		From an Essay on Writing Autobiography







		John F. Kennedy

		From ‘Why England Slept’


		Address to the Greater Houston Ministerial Association (1960)


		Inaugural Address (1961)


		Address on Communism and Germany (1963)


		Address at Amherst College (1963)







		Lyndon B. Johnson

		From His State of the Union (1964)


		Address on Voting Rights (1965)


		From His Dictations for ‘The Vantage Point’







		Richard Nixon

		From His “Checkers” Remarks (1952)


		Draft of His Statement if Apollo 11 Crashed (1969)


		From His Address on Vietnam (1969)







		Gerald Ford

		Address on Taking the Oath of Office (1974)







		Jimmy Carter

		From ‘An Hour Before Daylight’


		Address on the Energy Crisis (1979)







		Ronald Reagan

		From ‘Where’s the Rest of Me?’


		First Inaugural Address (1981)


		Address on the ‘Challenger’ Explosion (1986)


		From His Address at Germany’s Brandenburg Gate (1987)







		George H. W. Bush

		Address on the Gulf War (1990)







		Bill Clinton

		Address at the Memorial for the Oklahoma City Bombing (1995)


		From His Address on the Progressive Tradition (2000)







		George W. Bush

		Remarks at the Islamic Center in Washington, DC (2001)







		Barack Obama

		Address at the Democratic National Convention (2004)


		Address on the Reverend Wright Controversy (2008)


		Statement on the Sandy Hook Elementary School Shooting (2012)


		Address on the Marches from Selma to Montgomery (2015)







		Donald Trump

		From ‘Trump: The Art of the Deal’







		A Note on Texts, Sources, and Permissions


		About the Author


		Index


		Copyright







Guide



		Cover


		Start of Content


		Title Page


		Table of Contents


		Introduction


		About the Author


		Index


		Copyright








		IV


		V


		VII


		VIII


		IX


		X


		XI


		XII


		XIII


		XIV


		XV


		XVI


		XVII


		XVIII


		XIX


		XX


		XXI


		XXII


		1


		2


		3


		4


		5


		6


		7


		8


		9


		10


		11


		12


		13


		14


		15


		16


		17


		18


		19


		20


		21


		22


		23


		24


		25


		26


		27


		28


		29


		30


		31


		32


		33


		34


		35


		36


		37


		38


		39


		40


		41


		42


		43


		44


		45


		46


		47


		48


		49


		50


		51


		52


		53


		54


		55


		56


		57


		58


		59


		60


		61


		62


		63


		64


		65


		66


		67


		68


		69


		70


		71


		72


		73


		74


		75


		76


		77


		78


		79


		80


		81


		82


		83


		84


		85


		86


		87


		88


		89


		90


		91


		92


		93


		94


		95


		96


		97


		98


		99


		100


		101


		102


		103


		104


		105


		106


		107


		108


		109


		110


		111


		112


		113


		114


		115


		116


		117


		118


		119


		120


		121


		122


		123


		124


		125


		126


		127


		128


		129


		130


		131


		132


		133


		134


		135


		136


		137


		138


		139


		140


		141


		142


		143


		144


		145


		146


		147


		148


		149


		150


		151


		152


		153


		154


		155


		156


		157


		158


		159


		160


		161


		162


		163


		164


		165


		166


		167


		168


		169


		170


		171


		172


		173


		174


		175


		176


		177


		178


		179


		180


		181


		182


		183


		184


		185


		186


		187


		188


		189


		190


		191


		192


		193


		194


		195


		196


		197


		198


		199


		200


		201


		202


		203


		204


		205


		206


		207


		208


		209


		210


		211


		212


		213


		214


		215


		216


		217


		218


		219


		220


		221


		222


		223


		224


		225


		226


		227


		228


		229


		230


		231


		232


		233


		234


		235


		236


		237


		238


		239


		240


		241


		242


		243


		244


		245


		246


		247


		248


		249


		250


		251


		252


		253


		254


		255


		256


		257


		258


		259


		260


		261


		262


		263


		264


		265


		266


		267


		268


		269


		270


		271


		272


		273


		274


		275


		276


		277


		278


		279


		280


		281


		282


		283


		284


		285


		286


		287


		288


		289


		290


		291


		292


		293


		294


		295


		296


		297


		298


		299


		300


		301


		302


		303


		304


		305


		306


		307


		308


		309


		310


		311


		312


		313


		314


		315


		316


		317


		318


		319


		320


		321


		322


		323


		324


		325


		326


		327


		328


		329


		330


		331


		332


		333


		334


		335


		336


		337


		338


		339


		340


		341


		342


		343


		344


		345


		346


		347


		348


		349


		350


		351


		352


		353


		354


		355


		356


		357


		358


		359


		360


		361


		362


		363


		364


		365


		366


		367


		368


		369


		370


		371


		372


		373


		374


		375


		376


		377


		378


		379


		380


		381


		382


		383


		384


		385


		386


		387


		388


		389


		390


		391


		392


		393


		394


		395


		396


		397


		398


		399


		400


		401


		402


		403


		404


		405


		406


		407


		408


		409


		410


		411


		412


		413


		414


		415


		416


		417


		418


		419


		420


		421


		422


		423


		424


		425


		426


		427


		428


		429


		430


		431


		432


		433


		434


		435


		436


		437


		438


		439


		440


		441


		442


		443


		444


		445


		446


		447


		448


		449


		450


		451


		452


		453


		454


		455


		456


		457


		458


		459


		460


		461


		462


		463


		464


		465


		466


		467


		468


		469


		470


		471


		472


		473


		474


		475


		476


		477


		478


		479


		480


		481


		482


		483


		484


		485


		486


		487


		488


		489


		490








OEBPS/e9781476788586/fonts/CormorantGaramond-Italic.ttf


OEBPS/e9781476788586/fonts/EBGaramond-Medium.ttf


OEBPS/e9781476788586/fonts/EBGaramond-Regular.ttf


OEBPS/e9781476788586/images/common01.jpg





OEBPS/e9781476788586/images/9781476788586.jpg
THE BEST
PRESI
WR

DENTIAL

TING

*

FROM 1789

TO THE PRESENT

*

Edited by

CRAIG

ooooooo f A

FEHRMAN

HHHHHHHHHHHH






OEBPS/e9781476788586/fonts/EBGaramond-MediumItalic.ttf


OEBPS/e9781476788586/fonts/CormorantGaramond-Regular.ttf


OEBPS/e9781476788586/images/title.jpg
THE BEST
PRESIDENTIAL
WRITING

*

FROM 1789

TO THE PRESENT

*
Edited by

CRAIG FEHRMAN

AVID READER PRESS
New York London Toronfo Sydney New Delhi






OEBPS/e9781476788586/fonts/EBGaramond-Italic.ttf


