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Dedication 

This book is dedicated to my son, Arthur. Over the years, the two of us have certainly spent hours getting ready for spelling tests! Looking back, I’d have to say I’d do it all again.
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Introduction 

Spelling! Has there ever been a more complicated or dreaded subject? Sometimes it’s amazing that anyone is able to read, let alone learn to spell, so many words in the English language! It can be really frustrating to learn one way to spell words just to realize that there are a whole lot more words that don’t want to follow the rules!

The English language is a true mixture of other languages. Today, many words in our language come from other countries, such as Mexico, Spain, France, and Greece. Many, many English words also have origins in Latin. Champion spellers study other languages to be super spellers. But for the rest of us, sometimes it’s just a matter of being familiar with some of the root words.

Perhaps instead of worrying about its necessity, it would be better to think of how being a good speller can help you succeed in a variety of subjects. Spelling words correctly can help almost anyone focus on the subject at hand. It’s a whole lot easier to write a letter to your aunt or a paper about airplanes if you don’t stumble over every word you want to use. This book offers an incredible array of activities to help you spell better. Just because something is important does not mean learning to do it well will give you a headache!

By studying various ways to learn spelling rules and putting them into practice, you’ll be able to learn more about how you learn. Maybe you like to draw pictures. Maybe you like to sing songs. Maybe you like to do puzzles. This book will show you how to study spelling in all of these ways.

You can apply some of these spelling skills and games to other subjects. If you learn to spell by looking at a word, covering it up to memorize it, writing it down, and then checking your progress, you might find that learning vocabulary for other subjects may work for you, too. Maybe that method will help you learn the fifty states and capitals—and their correct spellings!

Finally, studying spelling doesn’t have to be boring. Use The Everything® Kids’ Spelling Book as a resource to help you to succeed. Who knows? Maybe you’ll also find it to be a fun way to practice your words and to learn a new game. No matter what, take a deep breath, put on your thinking cap, and challenge yourself.
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Dear Readers, 

Spelling was never an easy subject for me in school. In order to succeed, I began to try other ways to learn to spell. I made up games and poems and created spelling guides to help me, and I learned how to spell in spite of the many obstacles I faced.

During my years as a teacher, I met many smart kids who had a hard time spelling correctly. There wasn’t one single method of studying or spelling that worked best. I learned various methods to teach and practice spelling. Those experiences led to this book.

In many ways, learning to spell is like competing in a race.
There are many ways to reach the finish line, but the goal is essentially
the same—to feel satisfaction from completing a job well
done. Though you may find it easiest to prog ress through this book
in order, it is certainly not the only way to use it. You may want to
use this book as a reference when you are searching for spelling
games or puzzles. You might find this book useful when looking for
additional ways to master a particular spelling rule. Finally, there
are a variety of spelling lists throughout the book.

Spelling is certainly not a new subject in school; however, it remains a key part of education. Spelling well allows you to communicate better, express your ideas more completely, and succeed in other subject areas. Best of luck to you!

Shelley Galloway Sabga 


Chapter 1

Getting Started 
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How Do You Learn?

Let’s face it—spelling is part of our everyday life. Whether you need to write a quick note to your mom or an essay about geography for your teacher, spelling comes into play. Being able to spell well lets you concentrate on what you want to say instead of how you want to say it. However, that doesn’t mean learning how to spell is easy. Many, many very smart kids will tell you that spelling well is a challenge for them.


Try
 This  

How Do 
You Study?

Take a moment to think about how you study best. What were two things you have done that were especially helpful? Plan to incorporate those strategies when you study spelling.



It’s Tougher Than It Seems 

People who had trouble with spelling will tell you that they overcame their difficulties by coming up with different ways to make up for their struggles. Some might tell you that their tricks did not come easily, but most will say that once they found methods that worked, they used them often—and they may still use them today. With this book as a resource, you will have a number of spelling strategies at your fingertips to assist you whenever you run into difficulty. If spelling becomes less frustrating for you, then that will be a reason to celebrate!
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BETER LETTER 

A lot of words look similar at first, but if you change a letter they take on a whole new meaning. Can you see what these words would become if you replaced a letter with an L in each one?

In the word stack change one letter to describe a piece of celery.

_ _ _ _ _ 

Replace one letter in song to describe something that is not short.

_ _ _ _ _ 

Replace the double letters to make berry something everyone has.

_ _ _ _ _ 

Change an r in order to describe somebody who is not as young as you.

_ _ _ _ _ 

Change a letter in hike to describe something you enjoy.

_ _ _ _ _ 

Change one letter in decay to describe something that makes you wait.

_ _ _ _ _ 

If you change one letter in foot, you get somebody acting silly.

_ _ _ _ 
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Long Ago and Far, Far Away . . .

Years ago, everyone thought there was only one way to learn spelling words—by writing them over and over and over. Unfortunately, that didn’t always help. Some people only got hand and finger cramps, and they still couldn’t spell! At best, it was boring; at worst, it was painful. Luckily, there are much more fun ways to practice your spelling. That is what this book is all about.

A good starting point is to discover just what tools you need in your personal study toolbox to become a super speller. Like having a hammer at your fingertips makes hanging a picture a whole lot easier, having good study habits will make you a better speller.

There’s More Than One Way . . .

You might already know which study methods work best for you. Perhaps you’ve already had to memorize facts for social studies or science quizzes in school. Think back to how you studied. How did you learn the information? Was it from having a parent quiz you orally? Did you make flashcards and play memory or matching games? Did you write notes or maybe reread the chapter that the test was on? Maybe you needed a different type of learning tool. Maybe learning the facts to the rhythm of a nursery rhyme or popular song helped. Perhaps drawing a picture or organizing a timeline to illustrate facts helped you.

Words to Know 

verbal learner 

A person who enjoys and learns best through creative writing and literature. This type of learner enjoys games like Boggle and Yahtzee.

Learning Styles 

People learn in ways that are most comfortable for them. These learning styles don’t end when a person gets out of school, either. In fact, a lot of people tend to do jobs based on their learning style when they get older. That makes sense. If a person learns by doing, perhaps he’ll be a chemist or an inventor or a chef. If she learns best by reading, she might become a writer or a researcher. A musician probably always liked making up songs or putting information to rhythm. All of us don’t learn in just one way, either. We can be strong in several areas. Have you ever given some thought to how you like to study or learn? What are your talents? Do you have an idea of what you might want to do in the future?

Words to Know 

logical learner

A person who enjoys problem solving and likes step-by-step directions.	Games such as checkers or chess appeal to this person.

Suggested Supplies 

Let’s get organized. The items in the following list might help you do some of these activities or chart your progress. If you have these items around the house, gather them up and put them in a spelling corner or a spelling box. If you don’t, pick these materials up next time you are at the store. They are not terribly expensive, but they will come in handy.

• A lined flip chart. These flip charts can be found at office supply stores. They have a spiral top and can be hung on the wall or put on a stand. These charts are helpful to list words you are learning or words you’ve mastered, or to organize your thoughts. You can make your own flip chart with a few white poster boards. Draw lines on them with black marker. If you laminate them or cover them with clear contact paper, you can easily wash off your words with some window cleaner and make new lists any time you want.

• Markers. I bet you already have these. If not, get some thick markers so you can make big, clear letters. Don’t forget to have some dark colors, like black, blue, and green. You want words that will be easy to see. If you plan to erase your work on a laminated sheet, make sure the markers are washable. Crayons will also work just fine.

• Highlighters. These are great tools. With highlighters, you can highlight words in books, magazines, or newspapers. You can also color-code words to show your level of progression. Get some highlighters in at least two or three colors.

• Paper. You’ll need lots of paper. Put a variety of sheets, such as lined paper, white copy paper, and construction paper, in a file folder.

• Books or magazines. Get some books you can read easily and a variety of magazines that you can cut up.

• Index cards. These are useful for organizing words, making flashcards, and doing other projects. It doesn’t matter what size or color they are.

• Pencils. Obviously, you’re going to be writing a lot. Make sure you have a good supply with good erasers!

MISTAKES TO 
A-V-O-I-D 

Remain Calm!

Sometimes when you begin to study, do you get overwhelmed by attempting to tackle everything at once? Try not to let a huge list of words or a big assignment get to you. Just take it a few words at a time. Plan to learn five to seven words really well at one time. You’ll have a better chance of success.
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High-Frequency Word Lists 

Teachers have drawn up a list of the 100 most commonly used words in the written language. You might already know some of the words. Becoming familiar with this list will help you when deciding which words to concentrate on learning to spell. Appendix A contains many of the words in this list divided by grade level.

Let’s look a little more closely at the high-frequency word list. For first graders, some high-frequency words are the, and, and to. These are all important, highly used words. But they’re also difficult to define, right? It would be very hard to try to tell someone what the means. It’s also impossible to draw a picture to illustrate the word the. Don’t worry! Help is here! Here are a couple of ways to master the list:

• Have a parent write the words on a chart. Highlight the words in yellow as you begin to study them.

[image: 33] Highlight over the yellow in blue when you have mastered the words. This will make the words green, and they will be your GO-to words! You know them! Hooray!

[image: 33] If there are words that you are continually having trouble learning, highlight them in pink. They can be your stop, look, and listen words, just like at a traffic light. These words can also be words that you might master and then forget soon after. The pink highlighter can serve as your warning light.

• Pick twenty words on the list to begin studying. Write them on your flip chart, poster board, or notebook paper. Read each word out loud. Being able to read and write words is what spelling is all about. Now, pick a paragraph in a magazine or newspaper. Using a highlighter, practice locating and highlighting any spelling words that you can find in that paragraph. How many of your spelling words did you find? You’ll find some words so often that you’ll know exactly why they are called high-frequency words!

Headline Headache 

Double Vision 

What do you think of when you see the headline “Big Ugly Woman Wins Beauty Pageant”? You’re probably wondering what the other contestants in that beauty pageant looked like! But it all makes sense when you learn that the winner was from a city named Big Ugly in West Virginia. Here are some other headlines that have different meanings depending on how you read them. Can you guess what they are?

March Planned for Next August 
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Stolen Painting Found by Tree 
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Burglar Steals Clock, Faces Time 
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Eye Drops Off Shelf 
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What’s the Frequency?

The words that are used the most often in the English language are a, I, and, and the. Choose a paragraph in today’s newspaper. How many of these words did you find? How many times were they used?

• Use a shoebox and index cards to keep track of your words. Write down your spelling words on the cards, and then have them handy when you study. Using index cards can also help if you’re the type of learner who likes to draw or use your hands to remember information.

Words to Know 

physical learner 

A person who learns best while doing activities, such as a science experiment. This person is usually athletic and active. Games like charades help this person learn.

Ways to Practice 

Throughout this book, you will find all different kinds of spelling stumpers and sections about tackling the spelling of unfamiliar words. You’ll look at words that are contractions, pronouns, homonyms, and synonyms. As you go through the book, you may want to get an idea about how to study and practice them. Here are a variety of ideas and activities that you might want to try.

• Put your words in ABC order.

• Write each word from your list three times, each in a different color. How many different combinations of colors can you come up with?

• Instead of scrambling eggs, scramble your words to make Humpty Dumpty words! Sometimes it is fun to mix up the letters in a word, then put them back together, just like in the nursery rhyme. Here’s an example. Spelling word: bake. Scrambled: keab, eakb . . . finally . . . bake again. Hopefully, you will have more luck than all the king’s men!

• Highlight the hard parts of the word you are studying. Maybe your word is strong, and you keep forgetting that g at the end. Get out that trusty highlighter and make those letters stand out. Try to decide why that part of the word is giving you a difficult time. Is there a rule that you can apply to it? Is it irregular? If no particular spelling rule sounds helpful, maybe highlighting your troublesome area and paying special attention to it will help you out!

• Make pyramid words. Practice writing them, deleting either the first or last letter each time you write the word. Take the word pyramid as an example.

pyramid
pyrami
ryami
yami
yam
am
a 
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