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Our “Regular” Readers Rave!


“Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader has added a new dimension to my bathroom visits. Thank you.”


—Mitchell


“I would just like to thank you for making me laugh. Since discovering your great series, I find myself visiting my bathroom more often. There is need of a new invention: Armrests in the toilet!”


—Caroline


“I think these books are the best in the world. I take them to school and show all my friends. Thank you for making my visits to the bathroom fun.”


—Bobby


“Today my friend was asking me who my best teacher was. I said ‘Uncle John.’ He was confused and asked me if I was home-schooled. My response? No. I was bathroom-schooled. He went out and bought a copy. Thanks for the education!”


—Tyler


“Just thought I’d let you know what a great job you’re doing. My whole family enjoys your books and our tradition has been to buy one, then two books at Christmastime for reading the next year. You’ve become so popular that we now have at least three new books in the bathroom, and it’s only June!”


—Martha


“I absolutely love your books. But oddly, I’ve never read them in the bathroom. As soon as I get one, I have to read it cover to cover. Keep up the good work!”


—Leanne


“I just wanted to say how wonderful I have found the Bathroom Readers. I have bought several for friends and family, and they are truly addicted now. Everyone seems to spend an extra 10 minutes in the bathroom in order to read.”


—Lisa


“You guys are the funniest I’ve ever read!”


—Suzanne


“Keep ’em coming! I am totally addicted to your books, currently owning 14. I was a teacher for 30 years, and am now a reference librarian. I suggested to my supervisor that we order your books for our local library collection, as they are the most consistently fascinating series on facts and trivia that I have ever come across. I have sung your praises to our librarian patrons on numerous occasions, so hopefully I have helped spawn a new generation of BR fanatics!”


—Jack


“I love your books and have read and reread and reread the Bathroom Readers I have. My wife tells me I am a warehouse of useless information, thanks in part to you guys.”


—Ben


“I have many of your books and enjoy reading them at work. By the way, my job is making toilet paper.”


—Don
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Preface


Welcome to Pennsylvania—the second state in the Union, the birthplace of commercial radio, and the leading U.S. producer of mushrooms. With credentials like these, it’s no wonder we chose the Keystone State as the subject of our latest Bathroom Reader. We recruited a group of Pennsylvania aficionados to put together this collection of the most interesting stories the state has to offer. Read all about . . .


History: When we thought of Pennsylvania, the first thing that came to mind was history—few states have a closer link to the American Revolution. Philadelphia, of course, is home to the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall, and a whole lot more, but the rest of the state played an important role too: The winter that George Washington’s army spent at Valley Forge was one of the colonists’ greatest challenges, and the bitter dispute between Pennsylvania and Connecticut for the Wyoming Valley helped to define the states’ current borders.


Sports: Whether you prefer hockey, baseball, or football, you’ll find your team in these pages.


Business: Pennsylvania has been home to major businesses for more than a century. Whether they are building bridges, making ketchup, drilling for oil, or developing more efficient ways to make steel, Pennsylvanians are masters of innovation.


Hometowns: If you want to ride one of America’s first roller coasters, travel the country’s first major toll road, or see where marshmallow Peeps are made, you can do it in Pennsylvania.


Say What?


We also asked around and found answers to some of the public’s most burning Pennsylvania-related questions:




•Who invented Little League?


•Why do Swarthmore students run naked through their school at exam time?


•What’s a Moravian Love Feast?


•Who was Pennsylvania’s “Father of the Underground Railroad”?


•Where can you see a corpse made of lye soap and the thorax of John Wilkes Booth?


•Who named Philadelphia?


•How big is the King of Prussia mall?


•What town on the Monongahela River helped to inspire the Clean Air Act of 1970?


•How many pretzels do Pennsylvanians eat in a year?





From William Penn’s Holy Experiment to heroes of the American Revolution to abolition and beyond, Pennsylvania’s history is sweeter than all the chocolate at Hershey Park. So head over to South Philly for a cheesesteak, kick back with a bottle of Rolling Rock, and pull on that Penn State sweatshirt. It’s going to be an awesome ride.


As always, go with the flow . . .


—Uncle John and the BRI staff




Museums of the Strange


From preserved livers to ceramic elephants, Pennsylvania’s got one of the most bizarre collections of museums we’ve ever seen.


Mister Ed’s Elephant Museum (Orrtanna)


If you’ve ever wondered where you could be surrounded by more than 6,000 elephants, this is the place. The owner, who goes only by “Mister Ed,” has been collecting elephant-related things since 1967, when he got an elephant figurine as a wedding present. By 1975, his pachyderm menagerie had gotten so big that it was taking up too much space in his house, so he decided to put them in a museum. Highlights: an elephant potty chair, a ceramic head with elephants coming out of it, and a nine-foot-tall talking elephant named Miss Ellie.


Choo Choo Barn (Strasburg)


Strasburg native George Groff opened the Choo Choo Barn in 1961 as a way to raise money for his sons’ college educations. He’d been collecting model trains since 1945 and thought there might be some money in displaying them. So he rented an old building on Route 741, set up his trains, and hoped people would come. They did: locals and tourists to Strasburg (in the heart of Lancaster County) visited in droves. Originally just 600 square feet, the museum has since expanded to its current 1,700 square feet. The animated displays are its most impressive asset. Set up to resemble Lancaster County, there’s an Amish barn raising, a Ferris wheel, a ski lodge with ice-skaters, and a three-minute-long fire scene in which a group of (miniature) firemen put out a real (miniature) house fire.


Mütter Museum (Philadelphia)


When it comes to weird museums, this one wins by . . . a bone. In 1858, local physician and professor Thomas Dent Mütter left $30,000 and a 1,700-piece collection of bones, plaster casts, and other medical-related items to the College of Physicians of Philadelphia to start a museum. The original museum opened in 1863 at the corner of Locust and 13th streets, but in 1908, when the displays outgrew their space, the college moved them to their current location on South 22nd Street. Today’s exhibits showcase more than 20,000 objects, including a collection of brains, an Iron Lung, the “soap woman” (the body of a woman who died in the 19th century and was buried in soil containing chemicals that turned her remains into lye soap), and a plaster cast of history’s most famous Siamese twins, Chang and Eng Bunker. But our vote for the weirdest? It’s a tie: a cancerous growth removed from U.S. president Grover Cleveland’s upper jaw, and the thorax of assassin John Wilkes Booth.


The Museum of Mourning Art (Drexel Hill)


In Drexel Hill’s Arlington Cemetery—a century-old resting place for war veterans, local celebrities, and even a Titanic survivor—is a structure built to look like George Washington’s Mount Vernon home. Inside is the Museum of Mourning Art is a collection of funerary items from history—everything from a 17th-century book with instructions of how to get to heaven, to an 18th-century cemetery gun that was rigged to fire when grave robbers tripped it. (It shot anyone who set it off, though, not just grave robbers, so the gun was quickly outlawed in England and the American colonies.)


Stoogeum (Spring House)


Off a small street that doesn’t even show up on most maps is the Stoogeum, a museum dedicated to the Three Stooges. Gary Lassin opened the place in 2004 and likes to keep the business low-key. He doesn’t have a staff or regular hours—anyone who wants to visit has to e-mail him for directions and to set up an appointment. But he does have one of the most impressive collections of Stooges memorabilia around today: nearly 100,000 artifacts. The three-story Stoogeum also houses a research library, a film storage vault, and a theater, and serves as the official headquarters of the Three Stooges Fan Club.


Insectarium (Philadelphia)


If you like creepy-crawlies, the Insectarium is for you. The museum opened in 1992 and today houses hundreds of thousands of insects (many live), including Madagascar hissing cockroaches, human face stinkbugs, velvet ants, and a foot-long walking stick. There’s even a man-made spiderweb for kids to play on and a simulated kitchen infested with thousands of swarming cockroaches.
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Did You Know?


On November 28, 1984, Ronald Reagan issued Presidential Proclamation 5284, which declared William Penn an honorary citizen of the United States. (Since Penn had been born in England, he never had “official” citizenship.)







Just the Facts


Here’s a quick look at Pennsylvania.


Population (2008): 12,440,621


Capital: Harrisburg


State motto: “Virtue, liberty, and independence”


Nickname: The Keystone State


Land area: 44,816.61 square miles


Length: 283 miles


Width: 160 miles


Highest point: Mt. Davis—3,213 feet


Lowest point: Delaware River—sea level


Record low temperature: –42°F (1904)


Record high temperature: 111°F (1936)


Ratified the U.S. Constitution: December 12, 1787 (second after Delaware)


Number of U.S. representatives: 19


Number of counties: 67


Number of national forests: 1 (Allegheny National Forest)


Percentage of land covered by forest: Almost 60 percent (17 million acres)


Borders: New York, New Jersey, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and Ohio




“Whiz Wit”


It doesn’t matter how you order it—just don’t call it a “steak and cheese.”


Cheesesteak 101


The greasy, drippy sandwich that calls Philly home is more than just steak and cheese on a bun. To make a proper cheese steak, you’ll need to do the following: sauté thinly sliced beef (preferably ribeye) with melted cheese, and put the mixture on a crusty hoagie roll. You can put the cheese slices on top of the beef right before flipping it into the bun, or you can grill them together—the idea is to melt the cheese completely into the steak. Cheese choices include American, provolone, or Cheez Whiz, but Cheez Whiz is the favorite, by far. The most common additional ingredients: onions, green peppers, and mushrooms.


You can get grilled steak and cheese on a roll almost anywhere in the world, but Philly natives claim that you can’t get a real cheesesteak outside of the city. One main reason is Amoroso’s Baking Company, where most cheesesteak vendors get their rolls. Amoroso’s rolls are distinctively flaky because its bakers use Philadelphia’s alkaline drinking water, nicknamed “Schuylkill Punch.”


Pat vs. Joe


Who made the first Philly cheesesteak? It depends on who you ask. In 1930, Pasquale “Pat” Olivieri was a hot dog vendor in South Philadelphia. One day, he put some beef on his grill next to the frankfurters, and a passing cabbie, lured by the aroma, asked for a steak sandwich. Soon, cabbies from around the city were stopping by Pat’s cart for the sandwiches. Eventually, they got so popular that Pat opened a restaurant—Pat’s King of Steaks—on Passyunk Avenue. It’s still around, grilling 24 hours a day.


Story number two comes from Joe Vento, founder of Geno’s Steaks, which opened across the street from Pat’s in 1966. Pat may have been the first to put steak on a bun, but Vento claims that he was the first to put cheese in the sandwich, thereby inventing the cheesesteak.


Either way, the two restaurants have been competing for the title of best cheesesteak ever since. Both Joe Vento and Frank Olivieri (Pat’s current owner and the founder’s nephew) claim that theirs is the superior sandwich . . . even though neither has actually tried his competition. The rivalry is good-natured, though: Olivieri says that if Geno’s ever went out of business, he’d “feel a void” and would have to buy his rival’s store and reopen it so he could fight with himself.


Wit or Witout?


No matter what restaurant you choose, you’ll want to keep some things in mind:


1. Order efficiently. Natives just name the cheese and whether they want their steaks “wit” onions or “witout.” A standard order would be “Whiz wit.”


2. There are variations on the traditional cheesesteak. Any of the following is acceptable:




•Pizza steak—served with mozzarella and pizza sauce.


•Western cheesesteak—served with barbecue sauce and jalapeños.


•Cheesesteak hoagie—served with lettuce and tomato.


•Cheesefake—for vegetarians.


•Cheesesteak spring rolls—the innards of a cheesesteak wrapped in a crispy, fried shell.


•South Street sushi—made by wrapping a slice of pizza from Lorenzo’s around a cheesesteak from Jim’s Steaks, both located on South Street.


•And if those are too mundane, the Barclay Prime Steakhouse on 18th Street offers a $100 cheesesteak made with Wagyu beef, foie gras, black truffles, and served “wit” champagne.





The Politics of Hunger


The cheesesteak is no longer just a humble sandwich—not only is it known around the world, it has also found itself at the center of several political scandals. While on the campaign trail in 2004, presidential hopeful John Kerry visited Phila delphia and ordered a cheesesteak . . . with Swiss cheese. The Philadelphia Daily News wrote, “In Philadelphia, ordering Swiss on a cheesesteak is like rooting for Dallas at an Eagles game.” A few months later, George W. Bush said in a speech that he liked his cheesesteaks “Whiz wit.” But a Philadelphia newspaper discovered that the president actually preferred American, prompting speculation about why he wanted to hide his cheese preferences.


Finally, in 2005, before Super Bowl XXXIX, Pennsylvania governor Ed Rendell bet Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney a Philly cheesesteak against a Boston lobster that the Philadelphia Eagles would beat the New England Patriots. Romney turned down the wager, saying the cheesesteak “had no nutritional value.” The Steelers took the title, but some Philadelphians are still smarting from the slight.




Fly That Flag


Have you ever looked closely at the symbols on Pennsylvania’s state flag?


The Design




•The seal in the center of the flag is Pennsylvania’s coat of arms. Philadelphia iron merchant Caleb Lownes created it in 1778 for use on the colony’s money. In 1799, the state legislature approved it for use on the Pennsylvania militia’s flag.


•The coat of arms is different from the official state seal, but both incorporate some of the same images: the eagle, ship, plow, wheat bundles, and crossed olive branch and corn stalk.





The Images




•Because Pennsylvania was one of the colonies’ early trade and agricultural hubs, the images on the state flag mostly symbolize the state’s long history of commerce and farming. The harnessed workhorses, bundles of wheat, and plow represent agriculture; the ship represents trade.


•The eagle atop the crest shows Pennsylvania’s commitment to being part of the United States, and the olive branch and corn stalk crossed at the bottom represent peace and prosperity.


•The state’s motto—“Virtue, liberty, and independence”—appears on a red ribbon at the bottom.
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The Color




•In 1907, the Pennsylvania’s General Assembly officially adopted the state flag as we know it today. Until then, various groups (like Civil War soldiers) had made their own variations. But on June 13, 1907, the General Assembly laid down some rules: the flag would include the state’s coat of arms embroidered on a blue background, which had to be the same color as the blue on the United States flag.
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Did You Know?


The Philadelphia Phillies are the oldest continuous, one-name, one-city franchise in all of professional sports.







Make Way for the Black and Gold


The Pittsburgh Steelers got off to a slow start, but by the 1970s, they were an NFL powerhouse.


In 1933, Pittsburgh resident Art Rooney paid $2,500 (the standard fee at the time) to begin a football franchise with the NFL. Legend has it—and Rooney has never denied it—that he won the money just days earlier betting on horses at the Saratoga Springs racetrack in New York.


The team’s original name was the Pirates, the same moniker as the city’s professional baseball team and in whose stadium the new football team played. Rooney changed the name to the Steelers before the 1940 season, in honor of the Pittsburgh steel industry.


From Down-and-Out to a Dynasty


The Steelers were ranked low in the standings for a long time. In their first 40 years, they made it to the playoffs just once, in 1947. During that time, they also had only five winning seasons.


But things changed in 1969 when Rooney hired Chuck Noll as head coach. Within a few years, the Steelers were a much better team. They made it to the playoffs in 1972 and 1973 and then, in 1974, won the AFC Championship game—and beat the Minnesota Vikings in the Super Bowl. Over the next six years, the Steelers made it to the Super Bowl four times . . . and won them all.


Since 1979, the Steelers have made it back to the Super Bowl twice: in 1995 (they lost to the Dallas Cowboys 27–17) and in 2006, when coach Bill Cowher, quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, running back Jerome Bettis, and wide receiver Hines Ward led the team to a 21–10 win over the Seattle Seahawks. The Steelers are one of only three teams in NFL history to win the Super Bowl five times. (The San Francisco 49ers and the Dallas Cowboys are the other two.)


Stellar Steeler Stats




•Pittsburgh has 17 members (including players, coaches, and owners) in the NFL Hall of Fame, the fourth-most of any team.


•In 1938, the Steelers signed running back Byron White, the only NFL player to later become a Supreme Court justice. (He served on the nation’s highest court from 1962 until 1993.)


•The only German-born member of the NFL Hall of Fame: Ernie Stautner, a Steelers defensive tackle from 1950 until 1963. He played for 14 years and, though smaller than most NFL athletes, was among the league’s most accomplished players. He’s the only Steeler to ever have his number (70) officially retired by the team.


•John “Frenchy” Fuqua, a Steelers running back in the 1970s, was known as one of the flashiest dressers in the NFL. Off the field, he wore platform shoes—with live goldfish in the water-filled, see-through heels.


•On November 16, 2008, the Steelers beat the San Diego Chargers by a score of 11–10. The Steelers got the unusual score of 11 by scoring three field goals for 9 points, and a safety, for 2. It was the first time in the NFL’s history (12,837 games) that a match-up ended with an 11–10 score.







On the Road


Here are six Pennsylvania roadside attractions worth stopping for.


Shippensburg: Tiny World


Ernest Helm originally built Tiny World as a place for his cats to play in the backyard. The first structure: a Victorian house with a scratchable carpeted staircase. Since that first house, he’s added many others: a church, a train station, a courthouse, a Texaco gas station (complete with little cars filling up), and more neighborhood houses. There are also two landscaped paths for visitors, and the whole thing is set on a hill, which Helm thinks adds to its appeal. According to him, “If it was on flat ground, it wouldn’t look so good.”


Bedford: The Coffee Pot


You can’t miss the 17-foot-tall building shaped like a coffee pot on Route 30. Built in 1927, it used to be a quick stop for travelers on the Lincoln Highway—a place to get a cup of hot coffee or buy gas. But over the years, the enormous coffee pot fell into disrepair and nearly ended up being demolished in the 1990s. A local grassroots effort managed to save the structure, one of only five coffee pot–shaped buildings left in the United States. In 2004, it was completely renovated and relocated. Today, the Coffee Pot sits at the entrance to the Bedford Fairgrounds.


Erie: The Blockhouse


Mad Anthony Wayne was a Revolutionary War general, born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, who served mostly in Canada but also had a brief stint at Valley Forge. In 1796, he died of a severe case of gout at a military post in Erie and was buried in a wooden coffin near the blockhouse—a tall, wooden defensive structure that often acted as a guard tower. That should have been the end of his story, but 12 years later, when his daughter was on her own deathbed, Wayne’s family dug up his remains to transport the bones to Radnor for reburial in the family’s Philadelphia plot about 400 miles away. But when they opened his coffin, they discovered that the body had hardly decomposed at all. Instead, it was almost perfectly preserved (save one foot). Moving the whole body so far would be difficult because the roads were rough and unpaved, the body was cumbersome, and the Waynes had only a small wagon. So the family’s doctor came up with an unusual solution: he’d boil the body and then cut it up. The bones could go on to Radnor, and the flesh would be reburied near the blockhouse.


Over the years, the original blockhouse burned down, and the general’s remains were accidentally dug up again. But finally in 1880, the State of Pennsylvania decided to erect a memorial at the spot of Wayne’s death. Today, the blockhouse has been rebuilt and the structure dedicated to the general. Inside are a handful of exhibits, including a dummy in Wayne’s likeness with an overturned bottle of whiskey (one of his favorite drinks) lying near his head.


Driftwood: Tom Mix’s Outhouse


Tom Mix was a Pennsylvania-born Western movie star who made more than 300 movies—mostly in the silent era—before he died in a freak accident in 1940. (While driving in Arizona, he hit the brakes hard to avoid crashing into a ditch; a metal suitcase in the backseat flew forward, hit him in the head, and killed him.) Today, the Tom Mix Comes Home Museum in his birthplace of Driftwood includes all kinds of Tom Mix movie star memorabilia. Our favorite: the outhouse from his boyhood home.


Frackville: The Pioneer Pie Woman


Frackville’s 15-foot-tall Pioneer Woman (holding a pie) has developed a roadside reputation as one of Pennsylvania’s creepier attractions. Wearing a blank stare and a bright green dress, she stands outside Granny’s Restaurant on West Coal Street. The child who clutches her skirt mostly looks like a young girl (in a dress and apron), but her face is that of an older man—and the toy she’s holding is missing its head.


Hallam: World’s Largest Shoe


In 1948, millionaire shoe manufacturer Mahlon N. Haines built this white house in the shape of a workshoe as an advertising gimmick for his company. It was a five-level working house—25 feet high, 48 feet long, with three bedrooms and two baths. Haines invited his employees to stay in it for their birthdays, anniversaries, and other special occasions; he also offered the house to any honeymooning couple from a town whose stores sold his shoes. (Nights in the shoe included full maid service, butler, cook, and chauffeur.)


Over the years, the Shoe House changed hands several times—it was an ice cream parlor for a while—but in 1987, Haines’s granddaughter bought it and turned it into a museum dedicated to her grandfather.


More roadside attractions on page 271.




A Capital City


Pennsylvania’s state capital offers clean living and a whole lot of history.


Town: Harrisburg


Location: Dauphin County


Founding: 1791


Population (2008): 47,000


Size: 11.4 square miles


County Seat: Yes


What’s in a Name?


The town was named for John Harris Sr. and Jr., a father and son who were among the region’s first white settlers. John Sr. arrived around 1700 and set up a trading post (the first in the area) and ran a successful ferry service across the Susquehanna River. John Jr. laid out the town in 1785.


Claims to Fame:




•Stephen R. Reed has been mayor since 1981. In 2006, he was named the best mayor in the United States and the third-best in the world.


•Harrisburg is one of the “greenest” cities in the United States. In 2007, it received the state’s Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence, having reduced energy costs and consumption by 60 percent.


•Harrisburg was a major troop dispatch point for the Union army during the Civil War. The reason: it was a state capital and it was just 40 miles from the Mason-Dixon line, the border with the Confederacy.


•Camp Curtin (which today is uptown Harrisburg) processed and trained more soldiers during the Civil War than any other facility on either side.


•Harrisburg is the site of the largest indoor agricultural complex in the world. The Pennsylvania State Farm Show Complex covers more than 24 acres and hosts 200 farm, animal, and trade shows each year.


•There are two major American history museums in the city: the National Civil War Museum and the William Penn Museum.


•In his 1957 autobiographical novel On the Road, Jack Kerouac mentioned Pennsylvania’s capital city: “That night in Harrisburg, I had to sleep in the railroad station on a bench; at dawn the station masters threw me out. I stumbled out of town with barely enough strength to reach the city limits. I knew I’d be arrested if I spent another night in Harrisburg. Cursed city!”


•The Pennsylvania state capitol building is regarded as one of the most beautiful in the nation. The 272-foot-wide dome atop the structure was modeled after the one on St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.
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Did You Know?


Pennsylvania contains about 9 percent of all the wooded areas in the United States.







Pennsylvania-isms:
The Basics


What is Pennsylvania-speak? Some of it is borrowed from Amish or eastern European influences, and some is just regional shorthand.


Term: It’s all


Meaning: There isn’t any more


Example: After you request chipped ham (thinly sliced ham), the guy at the deli counter tells you, “Sorry, but it’s all.”


Term: Leave


Meaning: Let


Example: “Hold on tight and don’t leave go.”


Term: Outen (or close) the light


Meaning: Shut off the light


Example: “Before you go to sleep, outen the light.”


Term: Redd (also red or read)


Meaning: To straighten or tidy


Example: “After dinner, go on upstairs and redd up your room.”


Term: What for


Meaning: Which


Example: “What for golf club are you gonna use on this shot?”


Term: ’N’at


Meaning: Etcetera, a shortened version of “and that.”


Example: “For the barbecue, we bought hamburgers, kielbasa, buns, ’n’at.”


Term: Let


Meaning: Leave


Example: “When you’re done with the cereal, please let it on the table.”


Term: Heyna (also henna, ayna, or haynit)


Meaning: Request for affirmation at the end of a sentence, meaning “Isn’t that correct?”


Example: “Sure is hot today, heyna?”


Term: “Ho, butt!”


Meaning: “Yo, bud!” or “Hey, you!”


Example: Used when calling out to get someone’s attention in a friendly way. “Ho, butt! How ’bout those Steelers?”


Term: Wash my hairs


Meaning: To shampoo one’s hair


Example: “After wearin’ my sweaty Pirates cap, I decided to wash my hairs, so they weren’t all panked down [flattened].”


For more Pennsylvania-isms, turn to page 134.




Man of Steel


Pennsylvania’s self-made steel mogul Andrew Carnegie was a philanthropist and business genius. But many people cite his contempt for unions and the low salaries he paid his workers as examples of capitalist greed. Hero or villain? Will the real Andrew Carnegie please stand up?


Child Laborer


Andrew Carnegie started out poor. His father, Will, was a weaver and a pro-labor radical in his hometown of Dunfermline, Scotland. But during the 1840s, when steam-powered looms began to replace workers, Will Carnegie found himself without a job and unable to support his family. So in 1848, 13-year-old Andrew, his parents, and his younger brother set out for the United States, hoping to improve their fortunes.


At first, life in their new home wasn’t much better. The Carnegies settled in Pittsburgh’s smoky, soot-filled slums. Will Carnegie went to work in a cotton factory, and Andrew got a job at the same mill as a bobbin boy—he brought the weavers empty spindles and took away the full ones. He hated the job; the work was tedious and it kept him inside for more than 12 hours a day. But he took home $1.20 a week, money that his struggling family needed.


At 14, Andrew got a new job as a messenger boy in a local telegraph office. He now made $2.50 a week and spent a lot of time running errands, giving him the chance to visit Pittsburgh’s libraries and theaters when he had messages for them. He particularly liked the theater and always tried to take its messages at night so he could stay and watch the shows. These experiences helped instill in him an appreciation for culture and the arts that would last the rest of his life.


A Mogul on the Rise


Carnegie impressed his bosses at the telegraph office early on—he could decipher Morse code messages quickly without having to write them down. He also memorized the addresses and people to whom he delivered messages so that he could greet them on the street if he saw them. Before long, he’d moved up again: this time, Carnegie became the personal secretary and telegraph operator for Thomas A. Scott, an administrator at the Pennsylvania Railroad. Of the salary Scott paid him ($35 per month), Carnegie said later, “I couldn’t imagine what I could ever do with so much money.”


Over the next few years, Carnegie continued working his way up to higher positions—and better pay—at the railroad. Eventually, when Scott was promoted, Carnegie took over his job and became the head of the railroad’s Pittsburgh division. Much of Carnegie’s drive for success was out of necessity: by the time he was 20, his father had died and he was his family’s only wage earner.


Carnegie also made some smart investments. His first success: $217.50 invested in Pullman sleeping railroad cars gave him a $5,000 return. Later, he made more successful investments in oil.


Say No to Strikers . . . Round One


His work at the Pennsylvania Railroad also brought him into contact with capitalism’s ugly side. In 1856, Carnegie learned about an upcoming railroad strike when an informant told him about it and named the unions involved. Despite his own history as a laborer (and his father’s history as a labor supporter), Carnegie told Thomas Scott about the union workers’ plans. The result: Scott fired all of the workers who were planning to strike, and the walkout never happened. Andrew Carnegie got a promotion.


Pumping Iron


When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Pittsburgh became one of the Union’s industrial centers, and its factories began making cannons and gunboats. Thomas Scott got a job as a military supervisor and brought Andrew Carnegie along. They were in charge of overseeing the repair and maintenance of telegraph and rail lines, which kept goods and communication moving between officials in the North and the troops on the battlefield.


When the war was over, Carnegie decided to leave the Penn sylvania Railroad and open his own businesses. In 1865, he founded the Keystone Bridge Company, which concentrated on building iron railroad bridges to replace existing wooden ones. This was nothing new, but Carnegie’s business model was—and it changed the way people sold iron. Previously, one mill produced the original (or pig) iron, another converted it to bars, and still others manufactured iron goods from those bars. Carnegie took over all the processes, eliminating middlemen, improving transportation costs, and bringing in high profits.


In 1867, he opened the Keystone Telegraph Company. Its main project: stringing telegraph lines from railroad posts so the entire state of Pennsylvania would have access to telegraph communication. By 1868, Carnegie was making more than $50,000 a year, almost 80 times as much as the average worker.


Creating Carnegie Steel


In 1868, Carnegie was doing so well that he toyed with the idea of retiring when he turned 35 in 1870. He wrote, “To continue much longer overwhelmed by business cares and with most of my thoughts wholly upon the way to make more money in the shortest time, must degrade me beyond hope of permanent recovery.” Still, he started on a new business venture—this time, in steel.


In 1872, he built his first steel mill—what became the Carnegie Steel Company—near Pittsburgh. Using his experience in the iron industry, Carnegie transformed the American steel business. He used Britain’s efficient new Bessemer steelmaking furnaces and cut costs by getting rid of middlemen, buying the iron-ore fields that provided raw materials, and buying railroads to transport ore to his steel plants.


These changes led to big profits for the company, but they also cut costs for consumers, and Carnegie’s low-priced steel helped make the United States the world’s industrial powerhouse. Carnegie steel was used to build skyscrapers, bridges, railroad tracks, and trains all over the country. And Carnegie himself became a celebrity, seen by the public as a self-made millionaire who also seemed to embrace his working-class roots. In 1886, Carnegie even wrote an essay for Forum magazine championing the right of workers to form a union. But that reputation was about to be stained by one of the most brutal conflicts in American labor history: the Homestead strike.


For the rest of the story, turn to page 78.




You Know You’re a Pennsylvanian When . . .


 




•You drink pop, eat hoagies and chipped ham, and played at the crick as a kid.


•You stuff your Thanksgiving turkey with “filling,” not stuffing or dressing.


•You tell people you’re from PA, not Pennsylvania.


•You have only three spices in your house: pepper, salt, and Heinz ketchup.


•You’re used to hearing horses’ hooves on the street.


•You enjoy winter driving because the potholes are filled with snow.


•You pronounce Lancaster, Wilkes-Barre, and Lebanon correctly.


•You stock up on milk and bread at the first talk of snow.


•You know the Penn State cheer . . . even though you never went to school there. (Fight on, State!)


•You know that the summer street fairs signal the beginning of funnel cake season.


•You eat dinner for lunch.


•You can spell Bryn Mawr, Schuylkill, and Monongahela without looking them up.







An Insider’s Guide to Reggie Jackson


Long before he became Mr. October, baseball’s premier clutch hitter was just a kid from Wyncote, PA. Here’s more about his early years and how he put his name into Major League Baseball’s record books.


1. His father played in the Negro Leagues.


For the Jacksons, baseball was more than just a sport; it was also the family business. Reggie’s father, Martinez “Marty” Jackson, was a talented second baseman who played for two seasons in the Negro Leagues in the 1930s with the Newark Eagles before becoming a tailor in Wyncote. Marty instilled in Reggie a love for the game and gave him a little extra incentive to become a star. “I told Reggie that if he didn’t make the team, he’d have to work in my shop,” he recalled. (Marty later carried business cards that read “Marty the Tailor, Father of the Famous Reggie Jackson.”)


2. He was scouted when he was just 11 years old.


Reggie Jackson began playing softball in his backyard when he was 7 years old, and by the time he was 11, he had become so skilled that his reputation as a ballplayer spread beyond Wyncote. That year, while playing in a sandlot with his friends, a scout from the New York Giants approached him, gave the boy his card, and told him to look him up in a few years. Their relationship never advanced beyond that initial meeting, but the brief encounter helped inspire Jackson to pursue a career in professional baseball.


3. He went to high school with a future Israeli prime minister.


Jackson attended Cheltenham Township High School, the same school that graduated Israeli prime minister—and fellow southpaw—Benjamin Netanyahu. (Netanyahu’s family lived in Pennsylvania for a few years in the early 1960s.) Jackson was a senior when Netanyahu was a freshman, so the two likely had very little interaction. But Mr. October was a classmate of Netanyahu’s older brother, Yonatan. (Other Cheltenham Township High School alumni: poet Ezra Pound and comedian Bill Cosby.)


4. He attended Arizona State University on a football scholarship.


Jackson was a phenomenal halfback on Cheltenham’s football team. His combination of speed and power attracted plenty of college scouts, and he eventually accepted a scholarship to play football at Arizona State University. But the team wasn’t a good fit, and when coach Frank Kush tried to convert him into a defensive back after his freshman season, Jackson decided to quit and play baseball instead.


That proved to be a good decision. Jackson soon became the first college player to hit a ball out of Phoenix Municipal Stadium, the team’s home field, and by 1966, he was named College Player of the Year by the Sporting News. Kansas City Athletics owner Charlie Finley was so impressed with Jack-son’s exploits that he selected him second overall in the 1966 Major League Baseball amateur draft and offered him a $95,000 signing bonus. Jackson accepted the offer and left college to go pro.
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