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Al:


To my dad, who had no idea what he’d be starting, my lifelong love for the Cubs, when he took me to Wrigley Field for the first time on July 6, 1963, and to Bob Romain, friend and great Cubs fan, who passed away suddenly on October 3, 2008, and never had a chance to read this history of the team he loved.


Kasey:


To Wally, Shelby, Al, and John ... my ballpark family.


Matt:


For the diehards.






FOREWORD

Numbers are such an integral part of baseball and of Wrigley Field, it’s hard to believe there was a time when the Cubs ran onto the field with blank shirts on their backs. Glad I wasn’t announcing or trying to keep score back then. I can only imagine what spring training games must have been like with all those substitutions and no numbers.

The Cubs had been playing in the National League for more than fifty years—they helped start the league in 1876—before they finally sewed numbers on their uniforms in the middle of the 1932 season. This is the story of everyone that’s hitched up the digits. The Stan Hacks, the Charlie Roots, the Phil Cavarrettas of the world, those you might have been able to tell without a number—Cubs fans have always been sharp—but the Dom Dallessandros and Harry Chitis of the world, they could now stand and be counted. And they’ve kept on counting; since then more than 1,300 Cubs have worn numbers. Only one player or manager or coach a number at a time can wear, though some have traded in numbers often enough you’d think they wanted to change that rule, too. Seems that as soon as one person gets traded or demoted or retires or just feels like a numeric change is needed, their number is right back in circulation waiting for the next in line. Unless, of course, you’re talking about numbers 10, 14, 23, or 26, the only four numbers the Cubs have retired.

Can you imagine Ron Santo wearing a number other than 10? Or Billy Williams wearing a number besides 26? Well, they both did. Yes, my broadcast partner these last twelve years came into the world as a Cub wearing #15 in 1960. Billy also came along that year and wore #41. He’d worn #4 the previous season for his first sweet swings at Wrigley. It wasn’t until 1961 that both Ronnie and Billy settled into the numbers that now fly on the flagpoles on each side of fair territory at Wrigley Field. You didn’t know that? Well, there’s a lot about the Cubs you’ll learn from this fun book.

This isn’t just some dry account of numbers worn through the years—though it’s got everybody who’s donned Cubs blue since ’32—but there are fun to read stories and facts about both your favorites and guys you never heard of. Anyone who’s worn a Cubs uniform even for one inning is included here, people whose names you should get to know if you call yourself a Cubs fan. And millions do. Those #16 jerseys that I see from Waveland Avenue to Petco Park are in tribute to slugging Cubs third baseman Aramis Ramirez, but that number has belonged to the great Jimmie Foxx, the late Kenny Hubbs, the last legal spitballer Burleigh Grimes, and even two-time World Series winning manager Terry Francona during a more humble assignment as a bench player for the ’86 Cubs. And you know what? There’ve been more than thirty others who’ve worn that number, people with names like Wimpy, Tex, Howie, Whitey, Delino, and Sonny. Come to think of it, the name Aramis fits right in.

But the number that’s fascinated me since I first learned to count by reading the backs of baseball cards as a kid—and it’s great looking at all the Topps cards scattered throughout this book—is #3. Three seems to come up constantly in baseball. Three outs, three strikes, three-game series, .300 hitters, and three men on the bases, which always makes your heart beat a little faster whether it’s your guy that put them there or your guy at the plate trying to bring them home. And how many Cubs have worn #3? Why, thirty-three, of course, from guys named Kiki (Cuyler) and Ripper (Collins) in the thirties to Chad (Hermansen) and Jeromy (Burnitz) in the twenty-first century.You can’t make this stuff up.

Count yourself lucky that the Cubs now have a book that tells the history of this great franchise, one number at a time.

And away we go ...



 —Pat Hughes 
September 2008





INTRODUCTION

Even before the Cubs wore numbers on their uniforms, they had made three numbers famous: 6-4-3. Tinker to Evers to Chance was one of the great infields of its day, but it was a short ditty penned by Franklin P. Adams, a transplanted Chicagoan living in New York, that provided meter and made their names eternal, transforming these ballplayers into a “trio of bear cubs, fleeter than birds.” Oddly, in the nine seasons (1902-1910) that these three made up that famous DP combination, not once did the Cubs lead the National League in double plays. It just must have seemed so to Adams and the New York Giants, the team the Cubs so often kept from the World Series.

“Peerless Leader” Frank Chance led the Cubs to no fewer than ninety wins in each of his seven full years at the helm in Chicago—four times cracking 100, with four pennants and two world championships. Since then, the Cubs have had to earn everything they’ve gotten. They won two pennants between Chance’s acrimonious exit in 1912 and the unpleasant removal of another future Hall of Famer, Rogers Hornsby, from the manager’s chair during the 1932 season. Charlie Grimm took over on July 13. By then, the Cubs were wearing numbers on their backs. So was the whole National League. The Cubs dialed it up under “Jolly Cholly” and won the pennant.

Seventy-seven years later, these numbers are like an epic poem through four generations of Cubs, from the days when no team played night games, to the present day, now twenty-one years past when Wrigley Field finally switched the lights on. Each player, each number, is linked in a chain through the years. Through the 2008 season, 1,247 different players have buttoned up or pulled over a jersey with “Cubs” on the front and a number on the back. That number increases by eighty-nine when counting managers and coaches who never suited up as Cubs players, bringing the grand total to 1,336 numbered personnel in franchise history. Of course that’s a temporary total if there ever was one, because the numbers just keep rolling on.

Lists of every player and their numbers are not new—Baseball by the Numbers (by Mark Stang and Linda Harkness), Now Batting, Number... (by Jack Looney), and team media guides have trod this ground before us. But the tale of the people behind the numbers, and connecting them by the often arbitrary selection of uniform numbers, establishes a new relationship among players who have heretofore had little more in common than their home park and the “C” on their hats. Nationalities, religions, and player ratings aside, we line them up toe to toe, from Woody English, the original #1, to Todd Hundley, who doubled father Randy’s fun (but not his reliability) in #99. Pitchers, shortstops, and right fielders gather together at nearly every stop north of #10. Larry Biittner and Fritzie Connally (yes, there really was a major league player known as “Fritzie”) don #26 during the brief interludes between 1961 and 2001 when Billy Williams isn’t wearing it. Hall of Famer Billy, incidentally, wore a Cubs uniform for thirty-one seasons, sixteen as a player and fifteen as a coach, more than any other single individual. Follow the Wrigley brick road to #32: Coaker (Triplett), and (Craig) Lefferts, and Bobs (Carpenter and Schultz), and Rich Nye!

Cubs by the Numbers is meant to be like the game and the team that inspired it: fun. Verifying all this information is a lot of work—hence the three names on the book’s cover—but we hope it’s as much fun to read as it was to write. Lord knows, the Cubs can’t win every day and this book is designed to take the sting out of those blue flag days while making the white flag with that cherished “W” snap a little crisper in that wind blowing off Lake Michigan.

Never again will Cubs fans chant “we’re Number 1” without being able to know just how many #1s there have been. And for those of you who have used Cubs numbers for locker combinations and other mnemonics for years, you are not alone. But don’t worry about someone discovering your combination of 40-10-38 (Sutcliffe-Santo-Zambrano); you’re among friends.



 Follow These Numbered Instructions

Cubs by the Numbers was born out of hobby and obsession. This book reads a little differently than your average baseball book. Here’s why.



	Each chapter begins with a uniform number and the player or player(s) most associated with it—or the story we’re most anxious to tell.

	Each chapter begins with a chronological list of every Cub to wear the number and play in a game. Spring training numbers don’t count. There’s only one player in Cubs history since 1932 who was on the roster, was issued a number, and who never played in a game. For his story, see chapter 32. Coaches and managers are included, with their roles designated in parentheses.

	Dates that accompany players on each chapter’s roster list refer to the years that player was a Cub and wore that number. Many Cubs have worn multiple numbers, so if you wonder why Glenallen Hill is listed under #4 when you’d bet your brother’s liver that he was a hero in #6 for the Cubs back in ’98, G-Hill simply swapped numbers between stints at Wrigley. Players wearing multiple numbers will generally only have one writeup—and some won’t even have that—but every Cub will be listed under the number he wore.

	Every chapter includes a man designated “Most Obscure Cub” to wear a given number. In most cases, it’s a stiff competition to find this candidate. If you’re familiar with most of these names before reading this book, you are hereby promoted to Cubs Fan, Company Grade. At ease.

	Each chapter also includes the category, “Guy You Never Thought of as a Cub.” These are usually players whose names ring a bell, but who you associate with a different uniform. The Cubs have long collected such players, usually after their usefulness with other clubs has been expended, though sometimes the Cubs have dealt these well-known names and let them become stars in another city. It’s a versatile category and club.

	This book was updated through the 2008 season. Baseball and life will go on, so to find out who has worn a number since publication, go to cubsbythenumbers.com (more specifically, cubsbythenumbers.com/cubs-all-time.html) to see who’s new in Cubs blue. The popular site bleedcubbieblue.com will also have updates, links, and book-related promotions on the site.

	Each chapter comes with a sidebar or other bits of information about the Cubs that may not be generally known. A lot of chapters include lists of uniform numbers that have collected the highest amount in a given statistical category, such as home runs or wins. You won’t find this information anywhere else. Though it might seem extraneous at first glance, you’ll surely never look at a Cub wearing #7 the same way again.

	An alphabetical roster is included at the end of the book for quick and easy reference.

	This is the pitcher’s spot—though not a pitcher’s number. Start reading the book already.







#1: WHERE HAVE YOU GONE, JOSE CARDENAL?


ALL TIME #1 ROSTER






	Player
	Year



	Woody English
	1932-36



	Charlie Grimm (manager)
	1937-38



	Jimmy Wilson (manager)
	1941-42



	Bill Serena
	1954



	Jim Fanning
	1955-57



	Richie Ashburn
	1960-61



	Mel Wright (coach)
	1971



	Jose Cardenal
	1972-77



	Cookie Rojas (player and coach)
	1978-81



	Larry Bowa
	1982-85



	Dave Martinez
	1986-88, 2000



	Rick Wrona
	1988-90



	Doug Strange
	1991-92



	Tommy Shields
	1993



	Doug Glanville
	1996-97



	Lance Johnson
	1997-99



	Augie Ojeda
	2001-03



	Kenny Lofton
	2003



	Jose Macias
	2004-05



	Tony Womack
	2006



	Kosuke Fukudome
	2008






When teams began to issue uniforms with numbers on the back, many of them did it in the simplest possible way—right down to the starting lineup, with the leadoff hitter getting #1, the second-place hitter #2, etc.

And that is why Woody English is the first player discussed in the first chapter of this book. He led off for the 1932 Cubs, and when the ballclub first appeared in numbered uniforms on June 30 of that year, Woody became #1. He had been the Cubs’ regular shortstop since 1927, having his best year in the hitters’ season of 1930 when he hit 14 homers, drew 100 walks, finished third in the NL with 152 runs scored, and hit .331. He finished fourth in the MVP voting that year.

A genial, likeable man, he even got along with the irascible Rogers Hornsby, rooming with him for a time. But it was also English, in his role as team captain, who called the famed 1932 clubhouse meeting in which the players voted not to give the unpopular Hornsby a World Series share.

After the 1932 season, English’s performance began to decline due to various injuries. He was traded to the Dodgers following the 1936 campaign. After that, two managers (Charlie Grimm and Jimmie Wilson) wore the premier digit, and then it lay on the shelf until 1954. Unlike other teams, who often reserved #1 for their best players (the number is retired by seven teams: Pirates, Dodgers,Yankees, Reds, Red Sox, Cardinals, and Phillies), the Cubs at first issued #1 to players who had worn other numbers (Bill Serena, who wore #6 from 1949-53), weren’t very good (Jim Fanning, who hit .170 over four seasons as a backup catcher but who later had a long career as a major league manager and general manager), or who were good elsewhere (Richie Ashburn, who was long past his prime when he played his two Cub seasons, and whose #1 is retired by the Phillies).
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So that leaves outfielder Jose Cardenal (1972-77) as perhaps the most popular and well-known of the Cubs who have worn #1. During his career he was also well-known for his many excuses as to why he couldn’t play (including “I woke up and my eyes were swollen shut,” and “Loud crickets kept me up all night”).

Cardenal was acquired on December 3, 1971 from the Milwaukee Brewers in what was one of the Cubs’ better trades of the seventies. In his first three seasons he hit .290 or better and along with his speed—25 steals in 1972 and 19 in 1973—that helped gain him one point in the MVP voting in ’72 and six points in ’73. His best year in the blue pinstripes was 1973, when he led the team in hitting (.303), doubles (33), and steals (19) and was named Chicago Player of the Year by the city’s baseball writers. In 1975, Jose swiped 34 bases, and he also had his best overall season, hitting .317/.397/.423.

Jose also posted one of the best single-game lines in franchise history, going 6-for-7 with a double, home run and four RBI as the Cubs defeated the Giants, 6-5 in fourteen innings on May 2, 1976.

The number was also Lance’d (Lance Johnson, 1997-99) and became Strange (Doug Strange, 1991-92). Kenny Lofton wore it for a couple of games after his acquisition by trade from the Pirates in July 2003 before switching to his more familiar #7. Dave Martinez (1986-88) began wearing #1 as a speedy twenty-one-year-old outfielder and he reclaimed the number at Wrigley as a near-the-endof-the-line bench player in 2000, a year when he played for four different teams.

Years from now, perhaps #1 will be best known for its current wearer, Kosuke Fukudome (2008), the Cubs’ first Japanese-born player. Fukudome wore #1 for nine years as a Chunichi Dragon in Japan and decided to keep it in the major leagues. It is already among the bestselling replica jerseys at Wrigley Field. He was popular enough to be voted to the All-Star team as a “rookie,” but he went hitless in both of his at bats in the game and slumped badly in the second half, eventually being benched.

Oddity: Cookie Rojas (1978-81) is listed as “player and coach” here, but you won’t find his name in any of the encyclopedias as having played for the Cubs. At thirty-nine and in his first year on the coaching staff following a sixteen-year playing career, Rojas talked the brass into activating him as a player after rosters expanded on September 1. He is listed as “Coach-IF” on all the home scorecards dated September 4, 1978 to the end of the season. But he never got into a game, not even after the Cubs were mathematically eliminated from playoff contention, and he was reportedly miffed at GM Bob Kennedy for giving him the idea that he’d be able to play again, even in a token appearance, and then not having it happen.


MOST OBSCURE CUB TO WEAR #1: Tommy Shields (1993), who, despite having a fine name for an athlete, wasn’t very good. He went 6-for-34 in twenty games, starting six of them.



 GUY YOU NEVER THOUGHT OF AS A CUB WHO WORE #1: Larry Bowa (1982-85). Bowa, who was brought over along with many other Phillies by Dallas Green, never seemed quite comfortable or looked very good in Cubs pinstripes. He did right by Green, though, becoming part of the first Phillies world championship after ninety-seven years of Phutility and then being on the Cubs’ first postseason team in thirty-nine years. He had worn #10 for the Phils, but he chose to wear #1 for the Cubs, probably just to be ornery (or maybe because he didn’t feel like fighting incumbent Leon Durham for #10). Yet he just didn’t fit right in Chicago. Oh, there was some other kid thrown into the Bowa-for-Ivan DeJesus deal. Kid named Sandberg. That one worked out OK.




First Things

June 30, 1932, a Thursday, was the first time the Cubs wore uniform numbers. American League teams had all gone with numbers the previous year (the Yankees had done so in ’29 and the A’s wore numbers only on the road until ’37). The National League followed the trend, demanding all teams go to numbers at the league meeting on June 22, 1932. “The club owners felt that there was a general demand on the part of the public that the players be numbered,” said NL president John Heydler. Though no National League team was regularly wearing numbers before the meeting, all eight clubs quickly stitched digits on their shirts within ten days of the edict. The Cubs waited until they returned to Wrigley to suit up in the numbers, making them among the last teams to comply.

Chicago went with a system that—like several teams before them—generally featured players wearing numbers that coincided with the spot in the order in which they batted, with some exceptions. This was the lineup on June 30,1932, the first with numbered Cubs:



	1. Woody English, 3B

	2. Billy Herman, 2B

	3. Kiki Cuyler, CF

	4. Riggs Stephenson, LF 49. Vince Barton, RF

	6. Charlie Grimm, 1B

	7. Gabby Hartnett, C

	11. Billy Jurges, SS

	12. Charlie Root, P



The regular right fielder, Johnny Moore, did get #5, but didn’t play that day. Root blanked the Reds, 7-0, in the first of a three-game series. At the end of the day the Cubs trailed the first-place Pirates by half a game. They took over first place the next day and the two teams were in a nip-and-tuck fight for the flag throughout the season. The Cubs would get rid of the great yet grouchy Rogers Hornsby (#9) as manager on July 13 and replace him with first baseman Charlie Grimm (#6), aka “Jolly Cholly.” Chicago went 55-34 with the numbers on their back en route to the ’32 pennant.







#2: THE LIP AND THE RIOT


ALL-TIME #2 ROSTER:






	Player
	Year



	Billy Herman
	1932-36



	Gabby Hartnett (player, coach, and manager)
	1937-40



	Dick Bartell
	1939



	Al Todd
	1941



	Marv Felderman
	1942



	Paul Gillespie
	1942



	Tony Jacobs
	1948



	Randy Jackson
	1950-55



	Gale Wade
	1956



	Lee Walls
	1957-59



	El Tappe (coach)
	1960



	Leo Durocher (manager)
	1966-72



	Bobby Adams (coach)
	1973



	Jim Marshall (coach)
	1974



	Jim Saul (coach)
	1975-76



	Peanuts Lowrey (coach)
	1977-79, 1981



	Mike Tyson
	1980



	John Vukovich (coach)
	1982-87



	(interim manager)
	1986



	Vance Law
	1988-89



	Rick Wilkins
	1991-95



	Felix Fermin
	1996



	Mako Oliveras (coach)
	1997



	Jeff Pentland (coach)
	1998-99



	Sandy Alomar, Sr. (coach)
	2000-02



	Gene Clines (coach)
	2003-06



	Ryan Theriot
	2007-08






Isn’t this the Cubs way? Three Hall of Famers (Billy Herman, Leo Durocher, and Gabby Hartnett) have all worn #2.
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RYAN THERIOT




Yet, perhaps the most popular player ever to don this low digit is the current wearer, shortstop Ryan Theriot. There have been innumerable debates among fans about Theriot’s perceived value to the ballclub, because he hits for virtually no power and doesn’t really have the range or arm to be an everyday shortstop, but those who buy “The Riot”’s jersey, and who have made it among the biggest selling replica shirts seen at Wrigley Field, don’t care about that. They admire what, for lack of a better term, is seen as his “scrappiness,” his hustle, his willingness to get his uniform dirty. Popularity—and value to a team—can’t always be measured on a stat sheet. And Theriot tried several other numbers out before settling on #2—wearing #55 when first called up at the end of the 2005 season, then switching to #3 in 2006, #7 when Cesar Izturis claimed #3 after arriving from the Dodgers, and #2 when Mark DeRosa joined the Cubs in 2007.

Gabby Hartnett is, without question, the greatest Cubs catcher of all time. In fact, when he retired in 1941, he was widely considered the best catcher in National League history, and he still ranks no worse than third (with Johnny Bench and Mike Piazza the only ones comparable). He was the first backstop to surpass 200 homers and 1,000 RBI, and his 163 double plays are still more than any other NL catcher. Hartnett played in four Cubs World Series (1929, 1932, 1935, and 1938), and managed the last of those teams. He was an All-Star six years running (1933-1938) and he was the one who told Carl Hubbell to throw nothing but screwballs when King Carl famously fanned Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Jimmie Foxx, Al Simmons, and Joe Cronin in order in the 1934 All-Star Game. Hartnett was NL MVP in ’35 when he batted .344 with 13 homers and 91 RBI. When he hit .339 and had career highs with 33 homers and 122 RBI in 1930, it was the only year between 1924 and present without a league MVP Award.

Fans could just barely make out the 2 on his back when he stepped up to the plate in the twilight of the afternoon of September 28, 1938. Hartnett had been named manager in July when the club was mired in third place. The Cubs, who’d rallied to sneak within a half-game of Pittsburgh, were tied 5-5 with the Pirates in the ninth. The umps were set to call the game because of darkness at the end of the inning when Hartnett ripped an 0-2 curve by Mace Brown over the not-quite-fullycovered-with-ivy walls (the ivy had been planted only a year before). The “Homer in the Gloamin’” put the Cubs in first place to stay.

Chicago followed with disappointing fourth and fifth-place finishes the next two years. Gabby, who’d gotten his name as a rookie because he wouldn’t say a word to sportswriters, was let go and he finished his career as a player-coach for the Giants in 1941. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1955 and a decade later wore a uniform for the last time as a coach for the Kansas City A’s.

In addition to #2, Hartnett was the first in club history to wear #7 (1932), and the following year started the rage of Cubs catchers wearing #9 (1933-36), but #2 is his bestremembered number, a digit that perhaps ought to be retired someday.
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After Hartnett, a series of forgettable players wore the “We Try Harder” number later popularized by Avis Rent-A-Car: Marv Felderman (1942), Paul Gillespie (1942), Tony Jacobs (1948), Randy Jackson (1950-55; Jackson’s 21 HR, 70 RBI season got him on the All-Star team, and then, predictably, traded away), Gale Wade (1956), and Lee Walls (1957-59).

It was in 1966 that Leo Durocher, who had worn the number as Giants and Dodgers manager and for many years as a Brooklyn and Los Angeles coach, took the managerial reins on the North Side and donned #2. For several years prior to that, under the infamous “College of Coaches,” coaches wore numbers in the 50s and 60s (and the club’s win total was generally in that neighborhood as well). But no player wore #2 between 1959 and 1980, when Mike “Not the Boxer” Tyson joined the team. After serving as the regular second baseman in St. Louis for the better part of seven seasons, he was acquired in exchange for reliever Donnie Moore after the 1979 season. He spent a very forgettable year and a half as the second sacker for a sad sack Cubs team. Known as “Hitch” for constantly pulling up his pants, his biggest moment as a Cub came in ’81, wearing #18, when he hit a three-run, pinch-hit homer off the Dodgers’ Fernando Valenzuela at Wrigley Field on June 6, 1981, at the height of Fernandomania. That blast sent the Mexicanborn pitcher, who’d been staked to a 4-0 lead against the 11-36 Cubs, to his shortest major league outing and worst loss to that date.

After that, players Vance Law (1988-89); Rick Wilkins (1991-95), who became only the second Cub catcher, after Hartnett, to have a 30-homer season (1993), perhaps one of the biggest fluke seasons in baseball history; and Felix Fermin (1996) wore #2 before it became a coach’s number again from 1997-2006. And then “The Riot” started.


MOST OBSCURE CUB TO WEAR #2: Gale Wade, who bears the first name and surname of famous Chicago Bears but had the talent of neither, was #2 for 19 games in 1955 and 1956. He went 6-for-45 (.133) and vanished from the major league scene for good.



 GUY YOU NEVER THOUGHT OF AS A CUB WHO WORE #2: Felix Fermin, who was once traded straight up for a young Omar Vizquel, was a Cub for the last stop of his career. A good glove man and career .259 hitter over ten seasons, in 1996 Fermin was released by the Mariners in April, the Yankees in May, and the Cubs in August. He hit .125 in eleven games as a Cub and called it quits.




Number 2 is Number 1

Charlie Grimm managed the Cubs wearing six different numbers (#1, #6, #7, #8, #40, #50), won pennants wearing two of them (1932, 1935, 1945), and had a record of 946-742 (second only in franchise wins to Cap Anson’s 1,282, in the days before uni numbers). Yet it is #2—a number Grimm didn’t wear—that reigns supreme as the winningest Cubs uni for managers. You can thank Gabby Hartnett, the man who replaced Grimm as manager in 1938 and went on to win the pennant, for getting #2 going. Leo Durocher later wore #2 for seven seasons. John Vukovich spent two days managing in #2. In fact, none of the three numbers (#4, #5, #25) worn for 500 managing wins belonged to Grimm. Sorry, Charlie.
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#3: KIKI


ALL-TIME #3 ROSTER:






	Player
	Year



	Kiki Cuyler
	1932-35



	Gene Lillard
	1936



	Ripper Collins
	1937-38



	Phil Cavarretta
	1939-40



	Walt Lanfranconi
	1941



	Frankie Frisch (manager)
	1949-51



	Hal Jeffcoat
	1953



	Ray Blades (coach)
	1953



	Gale Wade
	1955



	Owen Friend
	1955-56



	Jim Bolger
	1957-58



	Harry Craft (coach)
	1960



	Lou Klein (coach)
	1960



	Freddie Fitzsimmons (coach)
	1966



	Joe Becker (coach)
	1967-70



	Al Spangler (player-coach)
	1971



	(coach)
	1974



	Larry Jansen (coach)
	1972-73



	Jack Bloomfield (coach)
	1975-76



	Herman Franks (manager)
	1977-79



	Gene Clines (coach)
	1980-81



	Billy Connors (coach)
	1982-86



	Herm Starrette (coach)
	1987



	Jose Martinez (coach)
	1988-94



	Mako Oliveras (coach)
	1995-96



	Dan Radison (coach)
	1997-99



	Gene Glynn (coach)
	2000-02



	Chad Hermansen
	2002



	Wendell Kim (coach)
	2003-04



	Jeromy Burnitz
	2005



	Ryan Theriot
	2006



	Cesar Izturis
	2006-07



	Eric Patterson
	2007



	Alan Trammell (coach)
	2008






Hazen Shirley Cuyler was nicknamed “Kiki”—and if your name was “Hazen Shirley,” wouldn’t you want a nickname, too? The name is pronounced “Cuy-Cuy,” as in the first part of his last name, not “Kee-Kee” as in Vandeweghe. Cuyler started his career with the Pirates, but he got into a dispute with Pirates manager Donie Bush and so the Cubs got him on November 28, 1927 for virtually nothing—just a couple of journeymen named Sparky Adams and Pete Scott.

Cuyler took off in 1929, hitting .360/.438/.532 and leading the National League with 43 stolen bases (one of four times he led the NL in steals), and the Cubs won the pennant. That stolen base number is even more impressive when you consider that steals were becoming less important in an era given over to power hitters. The next NL player to steal more than Cuyler’s 43 in 1929 was Maury Wills, with 50 in 1960. No Cub would swipe as many as Cuyler until Bob Dernier stole 45 in 1984.

Cuyler suffered a broken foot in 1932, causing him to miss a third of the season, but he almost singlehandedly carried the Cubs to the pennant when he returned, hitting .365 from August 27 to the end of the season. He hit a walkoff homer on August 31 in one of the most dramatic games in Cubs history. For a time that homer held the reputation of being perhaps the greatest single Cubs moment, then Gabby Hartnett’s “Homer in the Gloamin’” came along six years later, and the “Cuyler Game” is now forgotten except by history buffs.

Check out what Cuyler did in one week in late August and early September 1932 after returning from his injury:

8/27, a doubleheader vs. Giants. First game: three-run homer, Cubs win, 6-1, their eighth win in a row. Second game: single and run, the Cubs win their ninth in a row, 5-0.

8/28, vs. Giants. Three hits including an eighth-inning homer and game-winning sacrifice fly as the Cubs win their tenth straight, 5-4.

8/30, vs. Giants. Two hits, two RBI, eighth inning homer, another 5-4 win, the eleventh in a row.

8/31, vs. Giants. Four hits. Singles in a four-run ninth to tie the game at 5-5. The Giants score four in the top of the tenth, taking a 9-5 lead. In the last of the tenth, after the first two men are out, the Cubs score two to cut the lead to 9-7 and have two on for Cuyler, who hits a walkoff home run for a 10-9 win, their twelfth straight.

9/2, vs. Cardinals. Cuyler homers, his fifth in six games, leading the Cubs to their thirteenth straight win, 8-5. The Cubs’ winning streak reaches fourteenth, then stopped, perhaps not coincidentally, on a day Cuyler was hitless.

And finally, as a fitting climax to this run, five years after they had unceremoniously dumped him, Cuyler got his revenge on Pittsburgh. On September 20, 1932, in the first game of a doubleheader, he stepped to the plate in the seventh inning against the Pirates with the game tied 2-2. He smacked a bases-clearing triple to break the game open and clinch the pennant for the Cubs, their second pennant in four seasons.

Injuries and age made for a rapid decline in Cuyler’s abilities: after 1934, his playing time was reduced, and in 1935 he was released, signing with the Reds, for whom he put up one final salvo in 1936, hitting .326. He’s in the Hall of Fame, but Cuyler is still nearly forgotten today. Had it not been for the injuries, he could have reached 3,000 hits (he finished with 2,299). He was one of the greatest hitters of his day.

And since Cuyler’s day, #3 has become primarily a coach’s and manager’s number for the Cubs, although it bounced around to a few players in the 1930s and 1940s. Ripper Collins, better known as a Cardinal, was acquired by the Cubs after the 1936 season and was the starting first baseman for the 1938 NL champions, and Walt Lanfranconi pitched two games wearing #3 in September 1941. In all, only thirteen players besides Cuyler have worn this single digit, and between the end of the 1958 season, when utilityman Jim Bolger (.244 in 260 games as a backup infielder and outfielder from 1956-58) was traded to Cleveland, and 2002, when the Cubs acquired Chad Hermansen, a former number one draft pick of the Pirates, no player donned #3. Hermansen’s greatest contribution to the Cubs (for whom he hit .209 in 43 at bats) was being part of the deal that sent Todd Hundley to the Dodgers on December 4, 2002, for infielders Mark Grudzielanek and Eric Karros.

There is one technical exception to the “no players wearing #3 between 1958 and 2002” rule: coach Al Spangler, who had played from 1967-70 for the Cubs as a backup outfielder wearing #20 and #21, wore #3 as a coach in 1971. The team activated him as a player on August 30. The Cubs, seven games out of first place and on the fringes of contention, perhaps thought that Spangler, a fine pinch hitter, could help them if they made the postseason. Spangler pinch-hit five times in 1971, had two hits, and the Cubs finished fourteen games out of first place.
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In that forty-four-year interregnum, fourteen coaches and one manager (Herman Franks, 1977-79) sported the number. A great many of them were buddies with the manager they served under (1966 pitching coach Freddie Fitzsimmons, aka “Fat Freddie,” had been a teammate of Leo Durocher’s and coached under him in the 1950s with the Giants; Joe Becker had coached with Durocher in the Dodgers organization; Larry Jansen pitched for Durocher’s Giants; Herm Starrette had been a pitching coach for the Phillies while Dallas Green was farm director there; Dan Radison was a minor league teammate of Jim Riggleman’s; and Gene Glynn had been brought over with Don Baylor from Colorado, where he had been on Baylor’s staff). And no mention of coaches wearing #3 would be complete without a nod to “Wavin’” Wendell Kim (another crony; he had coached under Dusty Baker in his Giants days), who got his nickname from all the runners he sent around third base into certain out-tagging at home plate.

When Hermansen departed the scene, #3 was returned to general circulation for players. It was briefly worn by Ryan Theriot, who also donned #55 and #7 before settling on his now-familiar #2; Theriot gave it up when veteran shortstop Cesar Izturis, who had worn #3 as a Dodger, was acquired on July 31, 2006. Izturis lasted less than a year in a Cubs uniform; when he was shipped to the Pirates on July 19, 2007, #3 again became available. It was taken two and a half weeks later by Eric Patterson when he made his major league debut on August 6. When the 2008 season began, coach Alan Trammell, outranking rookie Patterson, reclaimed #3, which he had worn throughout his great playing career with the Detroit Tigers.


MOST OBSCURE CUB TO WEAR #3: Owen Friend (1955-56). Friend, a middle infielder for four AL teams in the late 1940s and early 1950s, was rather pointlessly acquired by the Cubs via a waiver transaction on June 12, 1955. He played in eight Cubs games over parts of two seasons and had one hit in twelve at bats. After retiring as a player, he became a longtime minor league manager and was on the coaching staff of the 1969 expansion Kansas City Royals, where he became the first Royal to wear #5, later retired in honor of George Brett.

GUY YOU NEVER THOUGHT OF AS A CUB WHO WORE #3: Jeromy Burnitz (2005), the guy with the odd-spelled first name, played fourteen seasons in the majors, one of which was spent patrolling right field for the Cubs. He was signed as a free agent after posting a 37 HR, 110 RBI year for the Rockies. What Cubs management failed to recognize in making this signing was that: a) Burnitz was thirty-six years old, b) those numbers were compiled in the mile-high air of Denver, and c) Burnitz never spent a full season on a winning team during his long career; when 2005 was over, the Cubs fit right in with that group. Burnitz hit 24 homers and drove in 87 runs for the 79-83, fourth-place Cubs. He left via free agency after the season to finish his perfect record in Pittsburgh.




Pitching Low

What’s the lowest uniform number worn by a pitcher in Cubs history? There are actually three different answers and they all occurred in the 1940s.

The lowest number to toe the rubber at Wrigley Field is #3. Walt Lanfranconi took the mound in relief in Chicago against the Phillies on September 12, 1941. He then got a start the last week of the season and lost at Crosley Field, 2-0. He reappeared six years later, following three-plus years in the military. He pitched his only other major league season in the more pitcher-friendly #34 as a member of the Boston Braves.

But he wasn’t the lowest numbered Cub to ever pitch—that would be Tony Jacobs. Seven years after Lanfranconi pitched for the Cubs, Jacobs took the mound wearing #2. He threw two innings and allowed a run on three hits at Ebbets Field in an 8-1 loss. The Illinois native never pitched again for the Cubs, but he got two more innings seven years later as a Cardinal. Jacobs wore #1 for St. Louis, making his two career appearances the lowest number worn by a pitcher for two different clubs. Too bad his career ERA was above eleven.

Johnny “Bear Tracks” Schmitz holds the distinction of having the lowest number of any Cub to record a win. He debuted in #7 just six days before Lanfranconi, and won the first game of a doubleheader against the Dodgers on September 10, 1941. He won again four days later. The following year he moved up to #31 (which would later become the number of two famed Cubs pitchers, Ferguson Jenkins and Greg Maddux) and after missing three seasons in the military in World War II, Schmitz returned to Chicago to don #53. He wound up having a thirteen-year career wearing eleven different numbers for seven clubs, though he never again tarried in the single digits.







#4: THE HERMANS


ALL-TIME #4 ROSTER:






	Player
	Year



	Riggs Stephenson
	1932



	Babe Herman
	1933-34



	Chuck Klein
	1935-36



	Ethan Allen
	1936



	Billy Herman
	1937-41



	Wimpy Quinn
	1941



	Charlie Gilbert
	1941-42



	Hal Jeffcoat
	1949-53



	Smoky Burgess
	1949



	Ralph Kiner
	1953-54



	Ted Tappe
	1955



	John Goryl
	1957-59



	Billy Williams
	1959



	Charlie Root (coach)
	1960



	Vedie Himsl (coach)
	1960



	Verlon Walker (coach)
	1966-70



	Hank Aguirre (coach)
	1972-73



	Vic Harris
	1974-75



	Harry Dunlop (coach)
	1976



	Randy Hundley (coach)
	1977



	Mike Roarke (coach)
	1978-80



	Jack Hiatt (coach)
	1981



	Lee Elia (manager)
	1982-83



	Charlie Fox (manager)
	1983



	Don Zimmer (coach)
	1984-86



	(manager)
	1988-91



	Gene Michael (manager)
	1986-87



	Billy Connors (coach)
	1992-93



	Glenallen Hill
	1994



	Brian Dorsett
	1996



	Jeff Blauser
	1998-99



	Jeff Pentland (coach)
	2000-02



	Doug Glanville
	2003



	Jason Dubois
	2004-05



	Ben Grieve
	2005



	Freddie Bynum
	2006



	Rob Bowen
	2007



	Scott Moore
	2007



	Eric Patterson
	2008






Billy Herman was born in New Albany, Indiana, right across the Ohio River from Louisville, Kentucky, on July 7, 1909. As were many players (and just plain folks) born in that era, William Jennings Bryan “Billy” Herman was named after a popular politician of his day. During his playing career he was known for his stellar defense and consistent batting; in fact, he still holds many National League defensive records for second basemen, including the NL mark for most putouts in a single season (466 in 1933), and the most years leading his league in putouts (seven).

He broke into the major leagues in 1931 when the Cubs purchased his contract from AAA Louisville for $50,000. He asserted himself as a star the following season, starting all 154 games in 1932; he recorded 206 hits, scored 102 runs, and batted .314. A fixture in the Chicago lineup over the next decade, Herman was a consistent hitter and solid producer. He regularly hit .300 or higher, peaking at .341 in the pennant year of 1935, and the following year set a career high with 93 RBI.

After a sub-standard offensive year in 1940, Herman was traded to the Brooklyn Dodgers early in their pennant-winning 1941 season for Johnny Hudson, Charlie Gilbert, and $65,000. Along with the earlier trade of Augie Galan, this was one of the deals that started the Cubs on their decline of the 1940s, stemmed only by the 1945 pennant.

Before Hall of Famer Billy Herman, another Herman, Babe Herman, wore #4 for two years, 1933 and 1934. Herman was best known for a baserunning gaffe he committed in 1926 while a member of the Brooklyn Dodgers. (He hit a double off the wall with two runners on base, but both of them stopped at third; when Herman tried to stretch the double into a triple, the Dodgers wound up with all three runners on third base, whereupon the third baseman tagged all three. Since only one runner was entitled to the base, Herman was said to have “doubled into a double play.”)

While baserunning wasn’t his forté, Babe could swing the bat. He had a .324 lifetime average and hit .296 with 30 homers and 177 RBI in 975 at bats as a Cub after being acquired from the Reds in 1932 for four players. Two years later, he was traded to the Pirates.
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Ralph Kiner (1953-54) had two decent years in the Cubs outfield, hitting 50 homers in the blue pinstripes. Acquired on June 4, 1953 from the Pirates in a ten-player deal (massive trades were a popular device for teams in the 1950s, especially bad teams like the Cubs and Pirates, hoping major changes would improve their lot—it almost never worked), Kiner’s better years were behind him. He was sent to Cleveland after the 1954 season. Had he not had serious back problems, he might have hit over 500 homers. As it was, his 369 homers in ten seasons—including an unmatched seven consecutive NL home run crowns (typical for those Cubs teams, the first year of his career without a home run title was as a Cub) got him elected to the Hall of Fame, and sent him to a long career as a broadcaster with the New York Mets.

Better remembered in Chicago is the first wearer of #4, Riggs Stephenson, who wore the number only in 1932, switching to #5 the following two seasons. Stephenson, a swift outfielder who spent his early years with Cleveland as an infielder, had suffered some shoulder injuries and was therefore made available to the Cubs in 1926. The next year he had a terrific season, hitting .344, and two years later his .362 average helped lead the Cubs to the pennant. In that 1929 season, each of the three Cubs starting outfielders (Stephenson, Kiki Cuyler, and Hack Wilson) had over 100 RBI.

At .336, Riggs Stephenson’s lifetime batting average is the highest of anyone who is not in the Hall of Fame yet started his career in the twentieth century. That average still ranks twenty-second all-time in baseball history, and is the highest in the history of the Chicago National League ballclub (tied with Bill Madlock, though Stephenson batted almost 2,000 more times as a Cub). Had it not been for the shoulder injuries, which limited him to only four seasons of 136 or more games in his nine years with the Cubs, Stephenson might well be in the Hall of Fame today.

Ethan Allen—neither the early American patriot nor the furniture store—wore #4 in 1936, his only year as a Cub in a thirteen-year career. He had been acquired in the deal that sent Chuck Klein back to Philly, but he was sold to the Browns at season’s end. Wimpy Quinn (1941) was a pitcher who pitched in three games—all with a different number: #4, #16, and #18. Hal Jeffcoat (1949-53) was a pitcher—wait, no he wasn’t, no, wait, yes he was—well, let us explain. Jeffcoat was an outfielder from 1949-53 with little pop or sizzle, but, obviously, a strong arm. In 1954 he pulled what we might today call the “reverse Ankiel” and switched to pitching. He also switched numbers, from #4 to #19, and had some success as a reliever in 1955, at which time the Cubs traded him to the Reds. And Billy Williams spent his September call up in 1959 wearing #4 for the fifth-place Cubs: 18 games, 33 at bats, and a .152 average.You’d never have guessed that the skinny kid from Mobile, Alabama was on his way to the Hall of Fame.

And after that, much like #3, #4 became a coach’s and manager’s number starting with former great Cubs pitcher Charlie Root in 1960. With the sole exception of Vic Harris—who came over from the Rangers in 1974 and demanded to have his Texas number (and whose .191 average over two seasons made the Cubs think twice before listening to the likes of Vic Harris again)—no player wore #4 between Williams in ’59 and Glenallen Hill, he of the rooftop bomb (hit while wearing #6 in 2000), in 1994. The best-known #4s were managers. Lee Elia started the trend with #4—the four-letter words in his fabled post-game tirade in 1983 were a different matter. Elia’s interim replacement Charlie Fox, later followed by Gene Michael and Don Zimmer, kept #4 in the manager’s office through most of the 1980s. Zimmer had worn #17 as a Cubs player in 1960 and 1961, but chose #4 when he returned as a coach in 1984 under manager Jim Frey. After Michael was fired, Zim reclaimed it when he came back to manage in 1988.

Since its return to player circulation, we cannot say that #4 has been worn with any distinction. Jason Dubois (2004-05), Ben Grieve (2005), Freddie Bynum (2006), Rob Bowen (2007), Scott Moore (2007), and Eric Patterson (2008) all wore the number briefly and with few accomplishments. On his second tour of duty as a Cub, Doug Glanville, who had worn #1 and #8 in his original Cubs incarnation, had one shining moment in uniform #4: a game-winning triple in the top of the eleventh inning in Game 3 of the 2003 NLCS.


MOST OBSCURE CUB TO WEAR #4: Brian Dorsett (1996). For some unexplainable reason, GM Ed Lynch decided that it was a good idea in the 1995-96 offseason to sign a thirty-five-year-old journeyman catcher who had failed for five different teams prior to 1996. Even worse, manager Jim Riggleman put him on the Opening Day roster. He started nine games behind the plate; somehow the Cubs managed to win six of them despite his .122 batting average. He was sent to the minors in June and released at the end of the season, never again reaching the majors.

GUY YOU NEVER THOUGHT OF AS A CUB WHO WORE #4: Chuck Klein (1935-36). He had put up big years for the Phillies from 1929-33, but immediately declined when he put on a Cubs uniform. Times were tight during the Depression, and he was traded to Chicago just months after capturing the 1933 Triple Crown (the Phillies were more intent on the $65,000 in the deal than the three live bodies sent back to the Baker Bowl). Wearing #6 in 1934, Klein switched to #4 for the following two seasons. When he got off to a bad start in ’36, the Cubs sent him back to the City of Brotherly Love. Though some could quibble with his eventual selection to the Hall of Fame, there’s no argument that his 25 home runs in 148 games as a Cub had little to do with the discussion either way.




Cubs Unis, Part I: Dressed for Success

One of the sidebars planned for this book was a brief history of the Cubs uniform. This is impossible. There are enough variations of the Cubs uniform to do a whole separate book (and for anyone planning on doing that, this book certainly proves that such an endeavor has an audience). This task was made easier by Dressed to the Nines by Marc Okkonen, at the Baseball Hall of Fame website, and by Paul Lukas of ESPN.com, the last word on all things uni related.

What follows are some of the most intriguing looks in Cubs fashion and the year they first appeared. The list is broken into three parts (1871-1932, 1933-81, 1982-2008). The other two parts are in the chapters immediately following this one.

1889: Hit Like an Egyptian—Starting in 1871, when the National Association forebears of the Cubs took to the diamond for pay, the team went through several styles. At various times in those early days, the club wore ties, pillbox caps, and high stockings, often white to go with the team’s earliest name. For team president Albert Spalding’s fabled round the world trip in 1889, Cap Anson’s pre-Cubs posed on the Sphinx in their collared uniforms and you could read “Chicago” all the way from Cairo.

1900: Red Socks—Imagine the Cubs hosed in red? At the turn of the last century, they weren’t really even known as the Cubs and the team we know as the Red Sox did not even exist. And Chicago’s socks were probably closer to maroon, but the club was still getting it’s feet wet. Frank Chance was a reserve catcher, Joe Tinker was still toiling in the minors, and Johnny Evers was just a teen growing up in Troy, New York.
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Johnny Evers, pictured above, models the cadet uni in this 100-year-old baseball card originally distributed in a pack of cigarettes, though the cubs emblem is hidden by his bat.




1908: Cubby Bat—The team, now known as the Cubs, introduced the bear inside the “C” in silhouette and holding a bat. That emblem would be over every player’s heart as the Cubs took the World Series that fall. The bear would return many times in many different forms through the years, but championships would be a different matter.

1909: Cadet Cubs—The two-time defending world champions were hard to miss, but the Cubs added a cool wrinkle to their pinstriped road uniforms. Called the “cadet collar,” it spelled out “Chicago” vertically in white letters on a dark blue background. Next to it was “Cubs” spelled with the big “C,” the first time that iconic logo appeared on the unis.

1932: Lots of Sewing—The year the Cubs added numbers to their uniforms in midseason they broke a few thimbles sewing on the new digits. The Cubs had four different uniforms: two each for home and the road. To be honest, the uniforms from this period—from 1931 up until the boys started leaving for the war in 1942—looked more like future White Sox garb than old-time Cubs togs.







#5: TAKE FIVE ... PLEASE!


ALL-TIME #5 ROSTER






	Player
	Year



	Johnny Moore
	1932



	Riggs Stephenson
	1933-34



	Tuck Stainback
	1935-36



	Billy Jurges
	1937-38



	Dick Bartell
	1939



	Billy Rogell
	1940



	Bill Myers
	1941



	Clyde McCullough
	1941-42



	Johnny Moore
	1945



	Hank Schenz
	1947-49



	Bob Ramazzotti
	1949-53



	Bruce Edwards
	1954



	Vern Morgan
	1955



	Frank Kellert
	1956



	Bobby Del Greco
	1957



	Frank Ernaga
	1957



	Tony Taylor
	1958-60



	Lou Boudreau (manager)
	1960



	Jimmie Schaffer
	1963-64



	Whitey Lockman (coach)
	1966



	Joey Amalfitano (coach)
	1967-71, 1978-80



	(manager)
	1981



	Q. V. Lowe (coach)
	1972



	Adrian Garrett
	1974



	Irv Noren (coach)
	1975



	Randy Hundley
	1976



	Al Dark (coach)
	1977



	Gordy MacKenzie (coach)
	1982



	Ruben Amaro (coach)
	1983-86



	Jim Snyder (coach)
	1987



	Chuck Cottier (coach)
	1988-91, 1994



	Jim Lefebvre (manager)
	1992-93



	Jim Riggleman (manager)
	1995-99



	Rene Lachemann (coach)
	2000-02



	(interim manager)
	2002



	Tom Goodwin
	2003



	Tony Womack
	2003



	Michael Barrett
	2004



	Nomar Garciaparra
	2004-05



	Ronny Cedeno
	2006-08






The Cubs’ first #5, Johnny Moore, became a regular in 1932 after three years of playing sparingly. He hit .305 and knocked in 64 runs while patrolling the outfield that season, but he didn’t get to be in the lineup the first day the Cubs wore uniform numbers. As the usual fifth-place hitter, he was assigned #5. But on June 30, Vince Barton, wearing #49, started in right field and hit fifth. It may have signaled the beginning of the end for Moore as a Cub, as after the season they shipped him to Cincinnati with three other players for Babe Herman. At the end of the 1945 season, the forty-three-year-old Moore made a brief seven-game reappearance with the Cubs wearing #5, after eight years out of the majors,

Billy Jurges (1937-38; he also wore #8 and #11 as a player) liked to be where the action was. The fiery shortstop was shot during the 1932 season by a distraught female fan (like in The Natural, only twenty years before Bernard Malamud’s novel and more than fifty years before the film), yet Jurges came back in time to help the Cubs take the pennant and hit .364 in the World Series. On July 30, 1935, he picked a fight with rookie catcher Walter Stephenson of North Carolina about who won the Civil War, but that didn’t stop him from helping the Cubs reel off winning streaks of eleven and twenty-one games in the second half as they grabbed the ’35 flag. And in 1938... well, no bones were broken that year, but we’re still talking three Cubs pennants with a shortstop not named Joe Tinker! So that winter the club traded the Bronx native to the New York Giants in a lousy six-player deal. Jurges returned to Chicago as a player-coach in 1946, wearing #45. He retired the following year and later went into managing. The most significant part of his two-year tenure as Boston’s skipper was Pumpsie Green’s debut in 1959, making the Red Sox the last team to integrate.

Many of the rest of the #5s were fringe players or those who had had better years with other teams. Clyde McCullough caught for the 1945 NL champion Cubs—becoming the first player to appear in a World Series without playing in that regular season (he had a good excuse: World War II service)—but in the Series McCullough wore #9, not the original #5 he’d worn in 1941 and 1942. A number of extraneous players—Hank Schenz (1947-49), Bob Ramazzotti (1949-53), Bruce Edwards (1954), Vern Morgan (1955), Frank Kellert (1956), Bobby Del Greco (1957), and Frank Ernaga (1957)—sported #5 without ever having much impact on even the bad Cubs teams of the 1950s. The best of the lot was Ramazzotti, and he wasn’t very good; his best season was 1952, when he hit .284 and had three stolen bases in fifty games.

Tony Taylor (1958-60) could have reversed this trend, but he became another casualty of GM John Holland’s failure to understand that young players, particularly those with a little bit of speed (Taylor stole 23 bases as Chicago’s regular second baseman in 1959, ranking third in the NL), were becoming valuable in baseball at that time. Holland traded Taylor to the Phillies on May 13, 1960 for Ed Bouchee, a first baseman who couldn’t run (zero steals in ’59) but who had hit 15 home runs, and pitcher Don Cardwell. Though Cardwell made a splash by throwing a no-hitter in his first Cubs start (becoming the first player ever to do so in his debut with a team), he won only thirty games in three years in a Cubs uniform, while Taylor became a fine second baseman for over a decade, winding up with more than 2,000 career hits.

After Jimmie Schaffer, a backup catcher, wore #5 in 1963 and 1964, it became almost exclusively used by coaches and managers for the next four decades. Between 1964 and 2002, only Adrian Garrett (1974) and Randy Hundley (1976) wore it as players, and neither one of them had a particular affinity for #5.Garrett also wore #23, #25, and #28 in various Cub stints in the early seventies and Hundley had been much more famous as #9 in his first go-around as a Cub, taking #5 on his somewhat-less-than triumphant return in 1976 (3-for-18) because starting catcher Steve Swisher, an unlikely All-Star that year, already had #9.

Q. V. Lowe (1972) had been signed by the Cubs in 1964, and after never reaching the majors in eight years with the organization, the Cubs rewarded him with one year as a major league coach. Since leaving pro ball, Lowe has been a college baseball coach for more than thirty years. Less obscure was Hall of Famer Lou Boudreau (1960), a Chicago-area native who had played and managed the Cleveland Indians to a World Series title in 1948. Safely home and ensconced in the Cubs’ radio booth, Boudreau was involved in one of the more unusual trades in baseball history when upper management decided to make a change in managers. They sent Charlie Grimm to do Boudreau’s WGN radio job and moved the “Good Kid” to the dugout. Neither move was of any use—Grimm was horrid on the air and Boudreau, in his last managerial gig, went 54-83. The next season, Boudreau returned to the broadcast booth, where he would remain until 1987.

Three full-time managers (Joey Amalfitano, 1979-81; Jim Lefebvre, 1992-93, and Jim Riggleman, 1995-99) and one interim skipper—Rene Lachemann, who filled in for one game after Don Baylor was fired in 2002—wore #5; Amalfitano headed some of the worst Cubs teams in history, going 66-116. In 1992 Lefebvre became the first manager since Leo Durocher in 1971 to manage a Cubs team to a winning record in a non-playoff season, guiding the club to an 84-78 mark; he finished his Cubs managerial career exactly at .500 by reversing that record the following year. Riggleman had two winning seasons and a playoff berth in 1998 in his five seasons, but also had two 90-plus loss years and his Cubs managerial winning percentage was .472 (374-419). After Lachemann departed, #5, at last, returned to the player ranks. Two different speedsters, Tom Goodwin (who led the 2003 Cubs in steals with 19 despite playing in only 87 games) and Tony Womack (Goodwin switched to #24 when Womack was acquired) wore it for the 2003 NL Central champions.

The best player to wear #5 for the Cubs was likely Nomar Garciaparra (2004-05), but sadly, Nomar’s All-Star days were behind him when GM Jim Hendry acquired him in a four-team deal at the trading deadline, July 31, 2004. Nomar appeared in his first game at Wrigley Field on August 1 to a standing ovation—wearing #8, since catcher Michael Barrett had been sporting #5 that year. Shortly afterward, Barrett offered #5—which Nomar had worn throughout his career in Boston—to the new Cubs shortstop, and he accepted. Shortly after the 2005 season began, Garciaparra suffered a serious groin injury and missed about half the year; when he departed, another shortstop, Ronny Cedeno, took over #5, after wearing #11 in a brief call up at the end of 2005 while Nomar was still on the team.


MOST OBSCURE CUB TO WEAR #5: Vern Morgan played in thirty-one games for two bad Cubs teams in 1954 (wearing #30) and 1955, playing seventeen of them at third base (and not very well, either, making six errors in those games for a brutal .864 fielding percentage). He hit .225 in 71 at bats with two doubles among his 16 hits. The Cubs might have figured this out three years earlier had they noticed that the woeful St. Louis Browns had selected him from the Cubs organization in the minor league draft—and then returned him before the next season even began.



 GUY YOU NEVER THOUGHT OF AS A CUB WHO WORE #5: Billy Rogell (1940), who was the starting shortstop for two pennant-winning Detroit Tiger teams in 1934 and 1935 (and who hit .292 for Detroit in the ’35 World Series against the Cubs), was acquired, as the Cubs sometimes did in those days, when he was thirty-five and long past being productive on the field. He hit .136 in thirty-three games in 1940 before his release. Meanwhile, the man the Cubs sent to Detroit for Rogell, Dick “Rowdy Richard” Bartell, another obscure #5 who played only one season for the Cubs (1939), finished twelfth in AL MVP voting in 1940 and was the starting shortstop for another Detroit World Series team.




Cubs Unis, Part II: Then Depression Set In

The Cubs enjoyed a prosperous period during the Great Depression. The Cubs won four pennants from 1929-38, taking the flag every three seasons like clockwork. Then the clock broke.

Here are the fashion highlights of a period that started out swell and eventually swelled shut.

1937: Zip Up—The Cubs were the first team to wear a zipper on a major league uniform, though they went back to buttons during World War II. The last team to go with zippers down the front was the Phillies in the 1980s.

1940: Three Stripes, You’re Out—The Cubs brought the sleeveless vest look into the big leagues. It lasted a couple of years. The Cubs also went with three stripes on the socks and three on the sleeve of the sweatshirts on several varying home and road uniforms during the years World War II raged in Europe. The stripes remained on their pants and arms as the Cubs made it to the 1945 World Series. Then they disappeared.

1957: We Are the Cubs—The Cubs enjoyed little success in this decade and in ’57, the club felt the need to explain exactly who they were. The ’57 road uniform spelled out “Chicago Cubs,” the last time the Cubs felt the need to specify on their uniform exactly which Chicago team they were (they’d also done so in 1917, the year the White Sox wound up winning the World Series), and the last time any team put both its city and nickname on a uni. The ’57 Cubs drew heavily on lines: pinstripes on the home uniform, white lines on the hats, and blue and white stripes on their stirrups as opposed to blue and red (they dropped the striped stirrups and caps for good the next year).

[image: e9781602393721_i0016.jpg]


1962: Face It—The ’62 Cubs marked the first 100-loss team in franchise history and the nadir of the College of Coaches. It also introduced the “bear face” emblem that was, in various forms, on the home jersey every year through 1996 (with the exception of 1976, when it was trumped by the baseball centennial patch worn that year by every major league team).

1969: Count It—It was the best Cubs season since the war and the harshest finish yet. The Cubs tried something different with their numbers for the first time since 1932, placing them on the front of the road uniforms—something they have never done on the home duds. In 1972, after going to a pullover jersey, they would center the number below “Chicago” before switching the numbers back on the lower left front in ’73.

1976: Baby Got Blue—The Cubs got funkadelic in 1976, breaking out powder blue road uniforms. Two years later, at the height of the disco rage, the Cubs kicked it up a notch with baby blue striped road threads, termed “pajamas” by some. The vertical stripes made even Herman Franks look thin and cool (well, almost).
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Last First Uniform | Years wins |losses |Total |Total
Name Name # Managed Wins |Losses
Scheffing Bob 25 1957-59 208 254
Marshall Jim 25 1974-76 175 218
Baylor Don 25 2000-02 187 220

570 692
Wilson Jimmy |40 1943-44 |75 88
Grimm Charlie |40 1944-49 406 402

481 490
Essian Jim 41 1991 59 63
Trebelhorn | Tom 41 1994 49 64
Piniella Lou 41 2007-08 182 141

290 268
Johnson+ Roy 42 1944 0 il
Boudreau Lou 42 1960 4 5

4 6
Cavarretta | Phil 44 1951-53 169 213

169 213
Grimm Charlie |50 1960 6 11

6 11
Tappe* El 52 1961-62 46 70

46 70
Craft* Harry 53 1961 7 9
Lucchesi+ Frank 53 1987 8 17

15 26
Himsl* Vedie 54 1961 10 21

10 21
Klein* Lou 60 1961-62, |65 82

1965

65 82
Kennedy* Bob 61 1963-65 182 198

182 198
Metro* Charlie |63 1962 43 69

43 69

© +designates interim manager

* *designates Head Coach during the College of Coaches Era
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Last First Uniform | Years wins |losses |Total |Total
Name Name # Managed Wins | Losses
Grimm Charlie |1 1937-38 138 97
Wilson Jimmy |1 1941-42 138 170

276 267
Hartnett Gabby |2 1938-40 203 176
Durocher Leo 2 1966-72 535 526
Vukovich+  [John 2 1986 1 1

739 703
Frisch Frankie |3 1949-51 141 196
Franks Herman |3 1977-79 238 241

379 437
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Last First Uniform | Years wins |losses |Total |Total
Name Name |[# Managed Wins | Losses
Elia Lee 4 1982-83 127 158
Fox+ Charlie |4 1983 17 22
Michael Gene 4 1986-87 114 124
Zimmer Don 4 1988-91 265 258
523 562
Boudreau Lou 5 1960 50 78
Amalfitano+ | Joe 5 1979, 66 116
1980-81
Lefebvre Jim 5 1992-93 162 162
Riggleman | Jim 5 1995-99 374 419
Lachemann+ | Rene 5 2002 0 1
652 776
Grimm Charlie |6 1932 37 18
Hack Stan 6 1954-56 196 265
Altobelli+ Joe 6 1991 0 1
233 284
Grimm Charlie |7 1933-34, |259 200
1936
259 200
Grimm Charlie |8 1935 100 54
Frey Jim 8 1984-86 196 182
296 236
Hornsby Rogers |9 1932 (from |18 16
6-30 on)
18 16
Kimm-+ Bruce 10 2002 33 45
33 45
Baker Dusty 12 2003-06 322 326
322 326
Lockman Whitey |16 1972-74 157 162
157 162
Gomez Preston |18 1980 38 52
38 52
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