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Chapter One: Christmas Eve

It was Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum house and young Marie and Fritz’s parents were hosting a party. Guests danced around the Christmas tree trimmed with ribbons and ornaments that sparkled in the light from the fireplace.

When the clock struck eight, a special guest arrived. He was a tall man with a warm smile. It was the children’s godfather, Drosselmeier, a clock builder and toymaker.

Drosselmeier winked at the children and pulled a red cloth off a package he had been carrying. Underneath was a clockwork castle! Drosselmeier flicked a switch and the castle whirred to life. Figurines twirled in and out of the castle’s tiny doorways and windows. Marie and Fritz applauded.
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While Fritz played with the castle, Drosselmeier took Marie aside and handed her another gift—a wooden nutcracker in the shape of a small soldier.
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